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Introduction 


The history of medicine in Iowa is closely interwoven with 
the settlement and development of the governmental, social, 
economic and professional life in this prairie state. It thus be- 
comes a timely obligation, through the organized activities of 
the State Medical Society, to record and perpetuate the memory 
of those who made the first sacrifices, the leadership that de- 
veloped within the hundred years, and the continued progress 
in medical education and practice, which has brought us to our 
present state of advancement, comfort and security. 


In order to revive the memory of early practitioners in Iowa, 
and the important events that followed, it has been necessary to 
seek information from many sources. Every effort has been made 
to give due credit to such references, yet even so, Some may 
have been omitted. 


At the meeting of the fowa State Medical Society in 1875, a 
committee was appointed by President W. F. Peck, to prepare 
a History of Medicine in Iowa for the centennial year 1876; the 
members being Drs. J. Williamson and 8. B. Thrall of Ottumwa, 
Dr. A. P. McCullough of Brooklyn, Dr. W. D. Middleton of 
Davenport, and Dr. D. S. Fairchild of Ames. The committee, 
through its chairman, Doctor Williamson, was able to make only 
a preliminary report at the annual (Des Moines) meeting in 
1876. The Chairman felt it necessary to resign, and’ Dr. D. 8. 
Fairchild was named to succeed him; Dr. J. J. M. Angear of 
Fort Madison was appointed to replace Doctor Williamson. 
Years passed before this history was completed, being finally 
published in serial form in the Journal of the lowa State Medical 
Society, beginning in 1911, and then issued in a paper bound 
volume entitled, ‘‘Medicine in Iowa: From Its Early Settle- 
ment to 1876.’’ This contained interesting reports from 25 coun- 
ties, including the incidence of epidemic or endemic diseases, 
capital operations performed, biographical and historical notes 
of pioneer physicians and medical societies organized in each 
of these counties. 


There were also brief articles on the medical schools at Keokuk 
and lowa City; a history of the State Medical Society, the State 
Board of Health, and the Mt. Pleasant State Hospital—the first 
mental hospital established in Iowa (1861). 


In 1918 Dr. Fairchild published further articles on the history 
of medicine in Iowa, which was later issued in book form (450 
pages). This contained biographie data of ninety-three leading 
Iowa practitioners up to 1890. Special articles on medical edu- 
cation, medical journalism, Insane hospitals, eighteen county 
societies, the first publication on diphtheria anti-toxin (1895), 





and ninety pages devoted to ‘‘The Iowa Profession in the Great 
War.’ These two publications by Dr. Fairchild, well termed 
the Nestor of Iowa medical history, have been invaluable as 
references in the preparation of this centennial volume of the 
State Medical Society. 


The Historical Committee of the State Medical Society was 
established in 1929 and since then has published additional his- 
torical data, each month in the Journal of the State Society. 


With the advent of the hundredth anniversary of the State 
Medical Society in 1950, the time seemed opportune to publish 
a more complete history of Iowa Medicine, and accordingly the 
House of Delegates in official session April 20, 1949, authorized 
the publication of a centennial volume, ‘‘One Hundred Years 
of Iowa Medicine’’ to commemorate the centenary of the Lowa 
State Medical Society in 1950; the publication to be under the 
direction of the Board of Trustees and the editorial supervision 
of the Historical Committee of the State Medical Society. 


In preparing this historical narrative due regard is accorded 
the important role of the pioneer doctor and the great leaders 
that followed, in bringing Iowa Medicine to its present high 
plane, largely recounted in the activities of the State Medical 
Society and its organized constituent societies, and reflected 
further in the remarkable progress of medical education, the 
development of hospitals, public health, and other allied pro- 
fessional agencies in this state. 


To all those who have helped in the preparation of this volume, 
the Committee feels deeply grateful, particularly to the essayists 
for contributing the several articles; to Dr. Jeannette D. Throck- 
morton, State Medical Librarian, and her associate, Mrs. Marion 
C. Wood, for their careful collection of historical data; and 
also to Mary L. McCord, Executive Secretary, and members of 
the staff of the State Society, Janet Neal Fowler and Dorothy 
K. Dolk, and finally to Mary lL. Wombacher, Secretary tv 
the Chairman, for many hours of labor in the preparation of 
manuscripts, and to Mr. Glen D. Boylan of the Athens Press, 
Iowa City, for his fine cooperation at all times in making this 
publication possible. 
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Iowa Medicine Prior To 1850 


WALTER L. BIERRING, M.D., Des Moines 


In this centennial year of Iowa medical history it is well to hark back 
to our yesterdays and recall the pioneer doctor and his part in the settle- 
ment of this state. It forms a story closely entwined with the march of 
civilization in this prairie country, for the doctor was ever in the forefront 
to blaze the trail of the pioneer. 

The first recorded landing of the white man upon the soil now included 
within the limits of the State of Iowa is given as the 25th of June 1673.1 
Eight days before the daring explorers, the woodsman Louis Joliet and the 
missionary, Father Marquette, first saw the future Iowa as they floated 
in their canoes down the Wisconsin river and into the Mississippi. The 
priest, whose journal was fortunately preserved, ‘‘gazed with rapture 
on the scene’’. Marquette was a keen observer, and the bluffs and hills 
of what is now Clayton county, filled him with a joy he vainly tried to 
express; he noted the ‘‘highmountains’’ (bluffs ranging from three to four 
hundred feet high), the ‘‘beautiful land’’, the current of the river ‘‘slow and 
gentle’’, the gradual change from wooded mountains to treeless hills, 
the monster fish ‘‘with the head of a tiger’’, ‘‘deer, cattle, bustards and 
swans without wings, buffaloes’’, or wild cattle scattered about the prairie 
in herds’’. For eight days the voyageurs traveled down the great river 
‘‘without discovering anything’’. Then on the 25th of June ‘‘we perceived 
on the water’s edge some tracks of men, and a narrow and somewhat 
beaten path leading to a fine prairie’’. ‘‘Thinking it was a road which 
led to some village of savages, Monsieur Joliet and I undertook to investi- 
gate, - a rather hazardous one for two men who exposed themselves alone, 
to the mercy of a barbarous and unknown people - we silently followed the 
narrow path, and after walking about two leagues, we discovered a village 
on the bank of the river, and two others on a hill distant about half a 
league from the first’’. 

This event - the first known conference on Iowa soil - is thought by 
Shea and Parkman to have occurred farther north than the mouth of the 
Des Moines river. Weld? proves conclusively that the stream indicated on 
Marquette’s chart is the Iowa river, and that the conference occurred 
within the present limits of Louisa county. Other authors held, but without 
convincing proof, that the river mentioned is the Des Moines, and that 
the place of landing was not far from Montrose in Lee county. 

The first contact on Iowa soil of Caucasian personality with that of 
the American Indian presents a memorable picture. Attracted by distant 
shouting, the astonished natives swarmed about their chiefs and the result 
of their hurried conference was the dispatching of four old men to the 
two invaders of their domain. Two bore pipes ornamented with feathers. 
As they approached they ‘‘raised the pipes to the sun - without, however 
saying a word’’. The strangers were escorted to the village and the day was 
spent in feasting, accompanied by speeches, songs and dances. That night 
the visitors were the head chief’s guests. Marquette enlarged upon the 
manners and customs of the Illini and then proceeded: ‘‘On the following 
day we took leave of him, promising to pass again by his village within 
four moons. He conducted us to our canoes, with nearly 600 persons who 
witnessed our embarkation, giving us every possible manifestation of the 
joy of our visit caused them’’. 


6. 
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Thus hastily came and went the first great personalities contributing to 
Iowa history; one, half missionary half explorer, imbued with the joy of 
gazing upon new lands and of -picturing them as scenes for the future 
conquests of the church; the other, man of science and explorer, who 
combined with the joy of discovery the satisfaction of charting’ new 
territory in the then almost unknown New World’’. 

It was a full century and a half after Marquette and Joliet set foot 
on Iowa soil before a substantial effort was made by white men to 
possess the land between the Mississippi and the Missouri. Indians roamed 
over this prairie country, fur traders bartered for pelts with natives, and 
adventurers passed up and down the Mississippi. 

While France acquired by right of discovery a title to the region, the 
French government made no attempt to reclaim the wilderness. French 
explorers who followed in the wake of Marquette and Joliet were traders 
and gold hunters, and had no conception of the vast wealth which lay 
undeveloped in the soil underneath their feet. The finger of Destiny pointed 
unmistakedly toward the ultimate occupancy of the Spanish domain by 
English-speaking people. Nevertheless, the first white man to effect a 
permanent settlement on Iowa soil proved to be a French-Canadian operating 
under a permit from the Spanish government. He was Julien Dubuque, 
whose active and adventurous career reads like a historical romance. He 
came to the little village of Prairie du Chien early in 1775 and three 
years later obtained a grant from the Chiefs of the Fox Indians to work 
certain lead mines near Kettle Chief’s villeage, a short distance south of 
the present city of Dubuque. This property he named the ‘‘Mines of 
Spain’’, and built up an extensive enterprise of mines and smelting. The 
career of Julien Dubuque closed in the spring of 1810, from ‘‘ pneumonia, 
caused by undue exposure’’, at the early age of forty-eight. 


All that remained of Dubuque’s claim was sold to St. Louis creditors 
and all that was left to signalize his masterful career was his name and a 
cairn raised above his grave by the Indians loyal to his memory. 


On the land, involved in his grant, an embryo city, bearing’ the name 
of the first white settler in Iowa, sprang: up within its limits, and years 
later in 1897, the citizens of Dubuque erected a monument to the memory 
of the man whose name the city bears. 


With the Louisiana Purchase there was a revival of interest in the 
country west of the Mississippi. Parkman states that on July 18, 1804, 
the famous Lewis and Clark expedition sent by President Jefferson to 
explore the newly acquired territory of Louisiana, reached what is now 
the southwestern corner of Iowa. About a week later the party encamped 
near the present boundary of Mills and Pottawattamie counties. While in 
camp near the present site of Sioux City, Sergeant Charles Floyd died 
of acute intestinal disorder, the only death occurring during the entire 
expedition. The party consumed thirty-five days traversing the distance 
from the southwest corner of the present state to the mouth of the Big 
Sioux river. 

As the fur trade developed, trading stations were established at various 
points, and as rivalry and disputes arose in which the Indians became 
more or less involved, it was necessary to establish government agencies and 
temporary military posts to which surgeons were sometimes assigned. Such 
a post was established in September 1808, at a point on the Mississippi 
called Ft. Madison. The available records do not show that a surgeon was 
detailed to Ft. Madison, although among the provisions for the Fort was 
a surgeon’s office. Karly in September 1812, a party of Sac Indians led 
by the Chief Black Hawk in British uniforms laid siege to the only 
American stronghold in Iowa. The brave little garrison resisted intermittent 


attacks for nearly a year, then set fire to the Fort one night and escaped 
down the river. 
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Among these early records is this brief notice— ‘‘On August 11, 1817, 
Major Long and Doctor Lane* ascended for some distance the DeMoyen 
river then at a low state’’. It is presumed that Doctor Lane was an army 
surgeon connected with an exploring expedition. 

A little later we learn from an account written by Stephen Watts 
Kearney and Henry Schoolcraft, of a military expedition across northern 
Iowa in 1820—‘‘that on visiting the Dubuque mines on the morning of 
August 5, Kearney stopped his six oared keel-boat at a settlement of 
traders, found Doctor Muir of the army with his squaw and two children, 
and that he and his men were treated politely by Dr. Muir and the 
traders’’. Further records state that Dr. Samuel C. Muir was a graduate 
of the University of Edinburgh, and a surgeon in the United States 
Army. That this Scottish-American was a strong personality whose name 
is worthy of perpetuation, is evident from the circumstances attending 
his coming into the wilderness. Surgeon Muir was stationed at Fort Edwards, 
the site of Warsaw, Illinois, when the order came directing all army 
officers to separate themselves from their Indian ‘‘wives’’. Dr. Muir had 
in good faith married a squaw who had born him four children. In reply 
to the War Department he said: ‘‘May God forbid that a son of Caledonia 
should ever desert his child or disown his clan’’. Doctor Muir resigned his 
commission and taking his family sought a home beyond the Mississippi. His 
log cabin located near the mouth of the Des Moines river, was the nucleus 
around which sprang up the settlement that was given the name of the 
famous Indian Chief, Keokuk, which was then known as Pinck-e-chuttech. Dr. 
Muir died in 1832 of cholera, leaving his family, wife and five children, 
in destitute circumstances, the greater part of his property being involved 
in litigation. 

The next name to appear in these early writings is that of Dr. Isaac 
Galland, who with his family settled on the west shore of the Mississipppi 
Doctor Galland hoped to build a city here, but Keokuk became too strong 
a competitor. It was here that the first white child was born in Iowa, 
his daughter Eleanor in 1830, and here also the first school was held. Doctor 
Galland was evidently a friend of Dr. Samuel C. Muir of Keokuk, and it is 
recorded that they worked together in all that pertained to their profes- 
sional interests, besides laying out the city of Keokuk and naming most 
of its principal streets. 


One of our past presidents, the late Dr. C. F. Wahrer of Ft. Madison, 
has left some interesting data regarding this versatile and pectiresque 
character of Iowa pioneer physicians. It was said of him that he was a 
brilliant physician and was specially successful in the treatment of cholera, 
as well as the prevention of the epidemic. One of his contributions was a 
medicine chest or box about one foot cubic, on which was printed in red 
letters, ‘‘Dr. Isaac Galland’s Family Medicines’’. This box contained the 
usual and ordinary remedies used by the doctors in those days, and was 
placed in nearly every cabin in his wide field of practice. This no doubt 
was. very helpful as physicians and drugs were scarce. He evidently did 
not practice all of the time, but was engaged in many other pursuits. In 
1836 he established the second newspaper published in Iowa ealled ‘‘ The 
Western Adventure’’. Two years later the paper was sold and the name 
changed to ‘‘ Madison Patriot’’. Dr. Galland then moved to Ft. Madison. In 
the columns of his paper he left a description of the prairies and waters 
of lowa, its animals, serpents, birds, plants and Indians, their life and 
habits, which showed him to be an able writer and historian. He also 
wrote a history of Iowa, made a map of lowa, and in 1840 wrote a 
book ‘‘The Iowa Immigrant’’, now almost extinct. Doctor Galland for a 
time lived across the river in Illinois, and while there was a very active 
as a Mormon elder, being the private secretary of Prophet Joseph Smith 
in the Nauvoo settlement, but when Prophet Smith lost prestige and _ his 
growth waned in Nauvoo, Doctor Galland left the church. 
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He died in 1858, and was buried in Fort Madison. i. 

In the early and rather unsettled ownership of the Dubuque lead mines, 
the name of Dr. Francis Jarottet appears in connection with a local 
organization for the government of the miners on the west side of the 
Mississippi river. It appears that Dr. Jarotte was elected the first governor 
and James L. Langworthy, Clerk of this organization which adopted a 
Code in 1830, to govern a rather unruly lot of men. It was a remarkable | 
document for the middle west, and.Iowa’s first written constitution. Thus 
a physician became the first civic officer in Iowa. Dr. Jarotte was 
evidently a man of executive ability, as the laws framed by this organiza- 
tion were obeyed and as rigidly enforced as the laws of later days. 

In 1829 Iowa was a part of Michigan territory (four years before 
Michigan was admitted into the Union as a state). Michigan territory in- 
cluded Wisconsin, Iowa, a part of Minnesota and the Dakotas. 

The Territorial Legislature of Michigan in 1829 created Iowa County 
of Michigan. The bill is supposed to have been drafted by Dr. William 
Brown or Henry Schooleraft, or both, and one of them suggested the name 
Iowa. The reason for the name is unknown (possibly from the Ioway tribe 
of Indians). It is therefore quite possible that the name Iowa was proposed 
by a Doctor. 

The judicial district of Iowa County, Michigan, lying beyond the 
Mississippi, was divided in 1834 into two counties — namely Dubuque and 
Demoine; the boundary line between the two counties ran due west from 
the southern end of Rock Island. At a special election in Demoine County, 
William Morgan was named Chief Justice, Dr. William R. Ross, clerk, and 
Solomen Perkins, sheriff. Dr. William R. Ross came to Burlington in the 
fall of 1832, and with Benjamin Tucker laid out and platted the city of 
Burlington. Dr. Ross brought a stock of goods, and his time was probably 
more occupied with trade than with the practice of medicine. A few 
settlers had only crossed the Mississippi and they were not of the kind 
who needed medical services. 

Doctor Ross was the first postmaster of Burlington, builder of the first 
school house erected in Iowa, first enrolling clerk of the first Wisconsin 
House, first surveyor of streets and lots in Burlington, and builder of 
‘“Old Zion’ a Methodist church but ‘‘free for every order to preach in’’. 

Probably the first real pioneer physician to locate in Iowa was Dr. 
Frederick Andros, who came to Dubuque in 1833 for the distinct. purpose 
of practicing medicine. He was a native of Massachusetts, a graduate from 
the literary department of Brown University in 1822, and from the medical 
department in 1826, coming to Dubuque seven years later. At that time the 
territory of Wisconsin comprising Iowa, had an estimated population of 
10,531, and Doctor Andros evidently had a clear field, enjoying practically 
all the practice. By reason of his appointment as surgeon for Indian 
agencies, he moved about a great deal with the Indians until 1854, when 
he located in Garnoville, Clayton county, and moved to McGregor in 1861. 

The late Dr. Henry H. Clark of McGregor was associated with Doctor 
Andros during the ten years from 1870 to 1880, and; in an address before 
the State Society in 1916, gave some interesting reminiscences of this first 
physician of Iowa. Doctor Andros was evidently far superior in intelligence 
and ability to the average physician of his day, but at the same time he 
was a typical frontiersman and something of a character. In his practice 
he always wore a high silk hat, in which he carried his letters, red bandanna, 
cigars, stethoscope, and either a clean or dirty collar’’. 

In 1880 when he was eighty years old he decided that Iowa was getting 
too civilized and tame, and went west ‘‘to grow up with the country’’. He 
practiced in Dakota for ten years, after which he changed his residence 
to Minneapolis where he died at the age of ninety-one years. 

With the coming of Dr. Andros to Dubuque, the history of the practice 
of medicine in lowa may be said to have had its beginning. Medical 
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practice in Iowa in the early days of its settlement was neither attractive 
nor remunerative. From the very nature of their profession and its traditions, 
the fact of wealth and political advantages was the last of their ambitions, 
and for that reason few names of physicians who gained wealth or political 
distinction appear in the annals of Iowa history. 

Two other pioneer physicians of Dubuque are deserving of mention. In 
1834 Dr. Stephen Langworthy (grandfather of the present Dr. Henry G. 
Langworthy) arrived in Dubuque to join his four pioneering sons who had 
recently opened up the old lead mines discovered by Julian Dubuque 
about 1788. He was a graduate of Yale College, and had served as an 
army surgeon in the War of 1812. It is recorded ‘‘that he traveled almost 
entirely by horseback, and for many years on the same old white horse, 
along infrequent trails and streams, carrying such instruments and drugs 
as might be needed, in two saddle bags’’. He had been married twice and 
had twenty-two children. His death occurred in Dubuque in 1848. 

Dr. John W. Finley, a native of North Carolina, came to the mining 
country and settled in Dubuque in 1836. He obtained his medical education 
under several preceptors and at the Medical College of Ohio, Cincinnati, 
where he was graduated in 1836. While in the medical school he entered 
the office of Dr. Samuel D. Gross, then demonstrator of anatomy, being his 
first office student. In later years when Dr. Gross was professor of surgery 
at the University of Louisville, Dr. Finley made frequent visits to 
Louisville for additional instruction by his former teacher. 

Dr. William Watson of Dubuque presented a biographic sketch of Dr. 
Finley before the Iowa State Medical Society in 1878, from which is 
quoted; ‘‘Standing over six feet, he was well calculated to endure the 
labor that fell to his lot. During the earlier years of his practice, he made 
long journeys to the scattered settlements of the interior, often going a 
distance of forty or fifty miles over trails and across country. He was 
engaged in active practice nearly forty years, including three years of 
service as surgeon of the Thirty-seventh Iowa Infantry in the Civil War. 
He planned to build a hospital, and after his death arrangements with his 
estate made it possible to carry out this purpose; Finley Hospital stands 


today as one of the crowning achievements of his life’’. 


After the town of Davenport was opened for settlement in May 1836, the 
first physician to locate there was Dr. E. 8. Barrows, the town having a 
population of one hundred. Dr. Barrows was the leading physician; in 
Davenport for many years. For the first year and a half after he began 
practicing, the nearest physician on the South was in Burlington, and on 
the North, Dubuque, nearly one hundred miles each way. When the Scott 
County Medical Society was organized in 1856, he was the first president, 
and in 1859 he was chosen president of the Iowa State Medical Society. 

Dr. Barrows in 1847 became the preceptor of John Forrest Dillon, who 
was to have a strong professional influence on the development of medical 
education in Iowa and to gain eminence in another profession, that of 
law. Dr. Dillon, then Judge Dillon of New York City, in a letter written 
in 1908, refers to his preceptor as follows: ‘‘Dr. Barrows was a prominent 
physician and surgeon, having been a surgeon of the United States Army 
during the Seminole Indian War. He had wonderful skill in diagnosis, and 
was a bold and successful practitioner. He made very little use in his 
ordinary practice of any other remedies but calomel, blue mass, Dover’s 
powder and compound cathartic pills’’. Dr. Barrows died in Davenport in 
1863. 

After Dr. Barrows, the outstanding pioneer physician of Davenport 
was Dr. J. M. Witherwax, who located there in 1838, three years after 
graduation from the College of Physicians and Surgeons of New York 
City. For thirty years he was the leading physician of the city, including 
three years of service as surgeon in the Civil War. In 1857 he served as 
president of the Iowa State Medical Society. His death in 1869 was due 
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to chronic lead poisoning from the use df a hair restorer containing large 
amounts of lead acetate. Although he had a flowing white beard, and 
abundant hair on his head, he faithfully rubbed this restorer into his 
hair daily for several years before his death. 

As noted before Dr. William R. Ross was one of the first settlers of 
Burlington coming in 1832. Several physicians came to Burlington during 
those early years, but remained but for a short time. Dr. Brooks from 
Brook County Virginia, came to Burlington in 1833. Later he moved to 
Texas. No further information regarding this pioneer physician is 
available. Dr. Schiff came to Burlington from Keokuk in 1834, and Dr. 
Cutler from Indiana the same year. These two gentlemen formed a 
partnership. Dr. Cutler died within a year, and Dr. Schiff returned to 


Kentucky. Dr. Teas located in Burlington in 1835, and Dr. D. W. Hitcheock — 


came the same year from New York. Dr. 8. 8. Ransome came to Burlington 
in 1835, and remained until his death in 1872. 

The first physician that settled in this new frontier village who was to 
gain distinction in Iowa medicine was Dr. Enos Lowe. He arrived in 1837 
soon after graduation from the Ohio Medical College at Cincinnati. Dr. 
Lowe is referred to as a man of marked ability, and soon became identified 
with political and economic affairs. He was a member as well as presiding 
officer of the convention that adopted the constitution under which Iowa 
was admitted to statehood in 1846. That he also gained high recognition 
as a physician is evident by his being selected the first president of the 
Iowa State Medical Society when it was organized in Burlington in June 
1850. 

Two other physicians came to Des Moines County prior to 1840, Dr. 
Jeremiah Hall located in Danville, twelve miles west of Burlington, in 
1837, and Dr. Seal Fullenwider located in Rorsak in the same year, 1837. 

Another oustanding physician of this early period was Dr. James Moore 
Robertson of Scotch-English ancestry, who graduated from Jefferson Medical 
College of Philadelphia, in 1827. After practicing six years in Pennsylvania, 
and five years in Ohio, he came to Burlington, Iowa Territory, in 1838. After 
a few years of practice in Burlington, he moved to Columbus City, which 
he helped to plat, and where he practiced his profession until 1870, when 
he moved to Muscatine where he continued to practice up to his retire- 
ment in 1874. 

While in Burlington and Columbus City, Dr. Robertson did a _ practice 
extending from Cedar Rapids to Keokuk, mostly on horseback, with an 
expenditure of strength and energy and with an endurance that can hardly 
be appreciated by the practitioner of today. 

Dr. Robertson did much to help organize a new country and make treaties 
with the Indians whose language and custom were well known to him. He 
was a member and served as vice president and treasurer of the Iowa 
State Medical Society. In 1865, he was elected State Senator, serving four 
years. In personal appearance Dr. Robertson is described as tall and 
erect. He wore a tall hat and blue broadcloth clothes. In appearance and 
address, he was the type of a medical gentleman. The strong ancestral 
Scottish-English blood of Dr. James Moore Robertson was manifest in his 
son, Dr. William 8. Robertson (Pres. ILS.M.S. 1874), and his grandson, 
Dr. Charles M. Robertson, both of whom rose to distinction in Iowa 
medicine. Dr. C. H. Prizer came to Brighten in 1838, the first physician to 
locate in Washington County. 

The first pioneer physician who came to the new settlement at Muscatine 
in 1839 was Dr. George Reeder. The well known Iowa historian Irving B. 
Richman, has left us this record: ‘‘Dr. Reeder was a graduate of William 
and Mary College at Williamsburg, Va., and the medical department, 
University of Maryland, Baltimore, in 1839. He engaged in the practice of 
medicine with unusual success and was regarded by those who knew him as 
one of Nature’s Noblemen a man of high character, a fine scholar, 
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and as a physician had few equals in this part of the state’’. He was a 
charter member of the Iowa State Medical Society when it was organized 
in 1850 and was its president in 1854. ‘‘Though a southerner by birth, he 
held the integrity of the Union paramout to all other considerations. Ac- 
cordingly, although not in good health, he accepted an appointment as 
Surgeon of the Second Iowa Cavalry, entering the service in October 
1861. The hardships of campaigning proved too severe for his strength, and 
he was compelled to resign on the second of June 1862. He reached home 
almost exhausted, and departed this life on the 20th of June, 1862, ten 
days after return, at the age of 42 yrs. 

Another interesting medical pioneer at this period was Dr. John B. Elbert, 
who came to the thriving young village of Keosauqua on the Des Moines 
river in 1840. Born inKentucky in 1806, the son of a physician, he spent 
his youth in Logan County, Ohio, and there obtained his early education 
in the common schools that the neighborhood afforded. He attended medical 
lectures at Ohio Medical College in Cincinnati and received his diploma 
and license in 1829 from the hands of Dr. Daniel Drake. He practiced in 
Ohio until 1840, when he sought the ‘‘far West’’ for his future profes- 
sional activities. 

By reason of his medical ability and boundless energy, he soon gained 
leadership in the new community. In 1842, he was elected to the Territorial 
Legislature, and subsequently became its president. In addition to his license 
from Ohio Medical College, he had two honorary degrees conferred upon 
him one by the Medical Faculty of Missouri University, and the other by 
the trustees of the University of Pennsylvania. As a surgeon, he acquired 
an extensive reputation in southern Iowa and northern Missouri for his skill 
as an operator and for his general management. Dr. Elbert was a charter 
member of the Iowa State Medical Society and elected its third president 
in 1852. He died in Keosauqua in 1865 at the age of 59. 

Special mention should be made of Dr. Edwin James,5 distinguished 
explorer and botanist who lived on a farm near Rock Creek in Des Moines 
county near Burlington, from 1836 to 1861, and practiced medicine in the 
neighborhood without making any charge for his services. Dr. James 
graduated in 1816 at Middlebury College, where he specialized in botany. He 
then studied medicine with his brother in Albany, became a doctor, and 
with a background of European training received an appointment as 
Botanist and Surgeon with the Major Long expedition to explore the 
eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains. On July 138, 1820, he scaled Pike’s 
Peak to the summit. Major Long in his report recommended that the 
mountain be renamed as James Peak, claiming that Lieutenant Pike had 
neithered climbed to the top nor observed it from an adjacent peak. Dr. 
James classified the flora of the Rockies, named the colnmbine, the 
Colorado state flower, and became nationally recognized as one of the 
leading botanists of his period. He became proficient in several Indian 
languages, and rendered valuable service in treaty negotiations. Bancroft, 
the historian, spoke of him as an outstanding authority of Indian life 
and language. 

In 1838, the year following the organization of Iowa Territory, Dr. Henry 
Murry came to Johnson County and located in Iowa City. Dr. Murry was 
born in Dublin, Ireland in 1816, and graduated from the medical department 
of the University of Louisville, Kentucky. He was the first physician to 
settle within the present limits of Johnson county. Dr. Murry was a 
successful physician and ‘‘performed many capital surgical operations’’. He 
was at one time coroner and county physician. He died May 9, 1880. 

The second physician to locate in Johnson county was. Dr. Ezra Bliss. 
Dr. Bliss was of New England birth, and a graduate from Castleton Medical 
College, Vermont, in 1837. He came to Iowa City a few months after 
Dr. Murry in 1838. After a few years of successful practice he moved 
to New York City, spending much of his time in Europe. 
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Dr. Silas C. Swan, a native of New York, and a graduate of Rush 
Medical College, Chicago, located in Iowa City in 1839, where he died in 
1845. | 
Dr. 8. H. Tyron came to Marion, Linn County, about 1838. At that time 
few white settlers had arrived in Linn County, which was not created and 
named until December 1838. Marion was laid out and established as a 
county seat in 1839. It is recorded that a store, a mill, a court house, and a 
Methodist church were built in 1839. A gang of horse thieves was organized, 
which had its headquaters in the first cabin on the present site of Cedar 
Rapids by one Shepard, a notorious outlaw. Information is not available 
as to the nature of Dr. Tyron’s practice, only that he was a well known 
character. He was at one time county clerk, and ‘‘occupied many places of 
trust and honor’’. 

Thus far we have outlined some of the more important facts in the lives 
of the twenty-six physicians who located in Iowa before 1840, all of whom 
we have reason to believe were graduates of medical schools in good 
standing. What their daily lives were and how they practiced medicine is 
left to the imagination of the reader. 

It is not likely that there are any men now living whose experience goes 
back far enough to have an appreciation of what the practice of medicine 
on horseback means, and few can fully understand what a round of perhaps 
one patient visits meant, when three or four days were consumed, and from 
fifty to two hundred miles were traveled through mud and drifts, guided 
only by direction, to meet perhaps the most difficult and trying cases, with 
no one to advise or with whom to share responsibilities. 

This did not apply only to the pioneer doctors that have been mentioned, 
but to those who came in the decade 1840 to 1850, or for the following 
twenty years in western Iowa. 

From 1840 until the organization of the State Society, ten years later, 
a group of notable practitioners of medicine located in Iowa. They emigrated 
to this young state in increasing numbers to seek homes and for the 
definite purpose of practicing medicine. The greater number of them had 
but recently graduated from medical colleges, or after a short period of 
practice in, or near the home town, feeling their opportunities were few, 
sought larger fields in the new West. lowa appeared a fruitful field for 
the young physician with an ambition to succeed in many ways. Many met 
with disappointments and some returned to a more congeniel professional 
atmosphere in older settled communities. The majority, however, struggled 
on to secure hoped for later rewards. It thus happened that many pioneer 
settlements secured. medical practitioners of a selected class, men of 
strength, courage and character. Success in those days meant a degree of 
personal sacrifice, courage and determination not ordinarily seen, and what 
success and reputation was finally secured was well earned. Doctors under 
these conditions, became resourceful and self-reliant, and were able to meet 
emergencies to a degree rarely seen today; while not possessing a great 
fund of scientific knowledge, they developed into strong men who wielded 
a great influence in their communities. 

It was the privilege of the writer to know some of these pioneer doctors 
in their later years; the story of some of their experiences, added to the 
interesting narrative of that Nestor of Iowa Medical history, Dr. David S. 
Fairchild, have left an impressive memory, difficult to reconcile with the 
remarkable progress and scientific achievement of this later day. 

During the decade concerned, many of the new practitioners tended) to 
locate in the larger towns on or near the Mississippi river, but gradually 
they followed the inland streams such as the Cedar, Iowa and Des Moines 
penetrating into new territory one hundred miles from the eastern border 
and even as far as Fort Des Moines, the early name of the present City of 
Des Moines. 

Dr. Edward Whinery located in Fort Madison in 1840, soon after his 
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graduation from Transylvania University. It is recorded that he was known 
as a skillful and daring surgeon. Of Quaker ancestry! he was vehemently 
antislave in attitude and an active supporter of Lincoln, He died as the 
result of a runaway accident, February 25, 1868. 

At the meeting of the Iowa State Medical Society in Des Moines on 
Feb. 6, 1868, just nineteen days before his death, he reported a case 
occurring in March 1865, of rupture of the uterus during labor, and 
successful recovery by abdominal incision and delivery of a live baby. There 
was no local infection or peritonitis resulting. 

Dr. Jess Bowen arrived in Iowa City in 1840. He was born in Virginia 
in 1806, coming to Iowa from Indiana where he had served as state 
senator. Dr. Bowen did not limit himself to the practice of medicine but 
was active in public affairs. When the captiol was moved from Iowa City 
to Des Moines in 1857, because of the bad roads and absence of bridges 
over many of the streams, the problem of moving state property, princi- 
pally four safes, was a difficult one. Finally Dr. Jess Bowen accepted 
the contract, and after many days of hard and tedious work all the 
property was safely delivered in Des Moines. Dr. Bowen was elected State 
Senator from Johnson county in 1860, and during the Civil War he was 
Adjutant General of the State. 

Dr Henry Ristine came to Marion in Linn County in 1842 and practiced 
medicine in Marion and Cedar Rapids fifty-one years. In 1878 he served 
as president of the Iowa State Medical Society. 

Dr. William Gutch, graduate in medicine of Western Reserve University 
Medical School, Cleveland, came to Blakesburg in Lucas county in 1842, 
and was one of the leading practitioners of his period. (His son Dr. T. E. 
Gutch has practiced in Albia for nearly fifty years). 

The first physician to locate in Wapello County was Dr. Charles C. 
Warden, who came to Ottumwa in 1843. When the Wapello County Medical 
Society was organized in 1853, he was elected its first president. After 
an active practice of thirteen years he engaged in the dry goods business but 
continued his interest in medical affairs until his death in 1902. He served 
for a number of years as president of the city board of education and as 
a member of the Board of Trustees of Iowa State College. 

In 1844 Dr. R. S. Lewis settled in Dubuque and conducted an active 
practice in that city for twenty-four years. In 1860 he served as president 
of the State Society. 

A number of pioneer physicians located in Washington County, of which 
there is but a limited record. Dr. Samuel Nealy came in 1840. He was a 
graduate of Jefferson Medical College, and served as a surgeon with the 
American forces in the War of 1812. He died in 1871. Dr. W. H. Rousseau 
came to Washington in 1844, and read medicine with Dr. George H. Stone, 
(who came to Washington in 1839), later being graduated from the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons of Keokuk. He practiced in Washington until 
his death in 1893. 

Dr. William McClelland came to Washington in 1845. He is said to 
have introduced Fowler’s solution in the treatment of malarial fever, 
because of the high price of quinine. 

Two pioneer physicians came to Mahaska County about 1845, Dr. John 
J. F. Hopkins and Dr. F. W. Coolbridge, both graduates of reputable 
medical colleges. 

Dr. E. S. Reinhart, a graduate of Jefferson Medical College, came to 
Oskaloosa in 1846. When the Mahaska County Medical Society was formed 
in 1856, Dr. Reinhart was elected its first president. ‘‘He was a cultivated 
gentleman, enjoying the confidence of the public and the affection of the 
medical profession of his county.’’ He died of pulmonary tuberculosis in 
1875. 

Dr. Thomas Siveter, a Quaker, came from England to Salem in 1845, and 
was destined to have a prominent part in early Iowa medicine. He was a 
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charter member of the State Society, and served twice as president in 
1856 and 1858. 


One of the interesting physicians of this early day was Dr. Charles 


Christopher Parry, who began practice in Davenport in 1846. He was born 
in Gloucestershire, England, in 1823, coming to Washington County, New 
York, at nine years of age. He graduated as Doctor of Medicine from 
Columbia College, New York City in 1846. While keenly interested in 
medicine, he soon discovered that all his natural tastes and instincts led 
directly away to the blossoming solitudes of nature. The physician was 
merged in the naturalist, and he was destined to become one of the leading 
botanists of his period. Beginning with a collection of wild flowers about 
Davenport in 1847, for more than thirty years, the greater part of his time 
was spent in observing and collecting, through Central Iowa, along the 
Mexican border, across the Isthmus to San Diego, to the junction of the 
Gils and the Colorado rivers, up the coast to Monterey, along the Rio 
Grande in the mountains of California and Colorado, the Alpine Flora 
of North America, Yellowstone National Park, Utah and old Mexico. He 
became the intimate of Professor Asa Gray, and other prominent botanists. 
He was the discoverer of the beautiful blue spruce of our gardens, and 
many plants bear his name. He made for himself one of the finest herbaria 
in the land, representing nearly 6800 species, comprising over 18,000 
classified specimens, which was later purchased by the Iowa State College 
at Ames. 

He was president of the Scott County Medical Society in 1859, and 
helped to entertain the State Medical Society which met in Davenport that 
year. He died in 1890. 

Dr. James Gamble, a graduate of the medical department of the Univer- 
sity of Missouri, was the first physician to locate in LeClaire, twenty miles 
north of Davenport in 1846. He served as president of the State Society 
in 1871. 

Dr. Asa Horr came to Dubuque in 1847 soon after his graduation from 
the medical department of Western Reserve University, Cleveland. He is 
referred to as ‘‘the most distinguished and probably most scholarly of early 
Iowa physicians’’. He early showed an interest in the sciences aside from 
medicine, becoming an active member of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. He also made valuable observation in meteorology 
for the Smithsonian Institute at Washington. 


He was not without skill and courage in surgery, however. In 1875 he 
removed a large solid tumor of the left ovary, together with a fibroid 
tumor of the uterus, at the same operation; the patient made a good 
recovery. Dr. Horr performed other difficult operations, such as were 
regarded legitimate in these days. He died in Dubuque June 2, 1896, at 
the age of 72 years. 


Dr. J. F. Ely came to Cedar Rapids in 1847, and became one of its 
leading practitioners, and served as corresponding Secretary of the State 
Society in 1872. 

Dr. William Vogt was one of the most noted of the early Iowa practi- 
tioners of medicine. His activities were limited to his profession. He came 
to Iowa City in 1848, having been born in Prussia, where he received his 
medical education. It is said that he never presented a bill for medical 
services, but devoted himself to his patients and his practice without thought 
of money compensation. His modesty, his willingness, and his devotion to 
render service, left a place never quite filled in the professional annals of 
Towa City. He died in Iowa City in August, 1872, at 55 years. 


In 1848 Dr. Hiram Thomas Cleaver came to Wapello, and was one of 
the best. known and respected among Iowa’s pioneer physicians. He was 
one of the founders of the Louisa County Medical Society. In 1862 he 
moved to Keokuk to become professor of obstetrics in the College of 
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Physicians and Surgeons of Keokuk. He was twice president of the State 
Society in 1864 and 1875. 

In 1849 five pioneer physicians came to Iowa, who became well known 
for their high quality of medical practice: Doctors Nathan Udell in 
Appanoose county; 8S. D. Carpenter, Cedar Rapids; J. B. Latta, Grand 
View; B. G. Neal, Columbus City, and Andrew D. Wood at Ottumwa. 

During this decade, pioneer physicians penetrated as far west as Fort 
Des Moines. On Oct. 11, 1845, the reservation centering around Fort Des 
Moines, the present site of Des Moines, was first thrown open for actual 
settlement. A military post had been established in 18438. This Fort was 
unique in being the only military post established by the government for 
the protection of the Indians and their interests. 

The first civilian physician to practice in Polk County was Dr. Thomas 
K. Brooks, who came to Fort Des Moines in 1845. In the beginning he 
combined farming with practice, but soon devoted himself entirely to the 
practice of medicine. He was appointed the second postmaster of Fort 
Des Moines in 1846. When he died Feb. 28, 1868, the General Assembly, 
then in session, closed one day in respect to his memory, and members of 
both houses attended his funeral. 

Dr. H. H. Saylor, ‘‘known all over the country’’, came in 1846, and 
located in a cabin on the Saylor bottoms, later moving to Fort Des Moines 
and actively practicing medicine until his death in 1874. 


Dr. Pierce H. Fagen arrived in Fort Des Moines in June 1846. He was 
a graduate of the McDowell College of Medicine of St. Louis, and came 
to his new location with the prestige of considerable experience in medical 
teaching and hospital work in St. Louis and Cincinnati. He soon acquired 
a large practice, but he remained only six years, moving to California in 
1852. 


Special mention should be made of Dr. Francis C. Grimmel, who arrived 
with his family in Fort Des Moines Oct. 15, 1846, coming overland by wagon 
from Perry County in Ohio. He is referred to as a typical frontiersman, 
physician, and ‘‘everything else’’ to the new community. Dr. Grimmel 
established the first drugstore at the corner of Sixth and Grand Avenues, 
which became the business and political center, just as his home became 
the center of all church; and social activities. In 1848 he built the first 
frame residence in Fort Des Moines on the present site of St. Ambrose 
Cathedral. Later in 1856-57 he built the first brick residence in Des Moines 
where the Victoria Hotel now stands. The great social event of 1847 was 
the Grimmel-Casady wedding, being the marriage of Dr. Grimmel’s daughter 
to Mr. P. M. Casady, who was to become one of the leading citizens of 
the community. Dr. Grimmel died in 1862. 


There is no record of physicians locating farther west than Fort Des 
Moines before 1850. 


In this brief historical review not all of the pioneer doctors of one 
hundred years ago could be included. The purpose was to present certain 
outstanding characters to show that men educated as physicians had much 
to do with the development of this state. They brought with them the 
beginnings of general culture, and by reason of their cultivated power of 
observation, freedom from prejudice and superstition, and knowledge of the 
dangers surrounding the early settler these doctors were peculiarly fitted to 
aid in the pioneer work of the new settlements. 


Though a fine group of notable practitioners located in Iowa before 
1850, in the succeeding two decades with the constantly increasing emigration 
an equally notable group of high minded physicians settled within the 
borders of the new prairie state, physicians destined to have an important 
part in the development of Iowa medicine. They, too, to a large extent 
were pioneers and with fortitude weathered the privations and trails of 
the frontier. The lives and achievements of these pioneer Iowa doctors 
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The Society was originally organized under the name of Iowa State 
Medical and Chirurgical Society, and it was not until the seventh session 
in 1856 that a new constitution was adopted which changed the name to 
the Iowa State Medical Society. 


1850 

When the twenty-five Iowa practitioners of medicine met at Burlington, 
Iowa, in June, 1850, for the purpose of organizing a state medical society, 
it was in response to a firm belief in the mindd of a few broad-mindéed 
physicians, with a view to the future, that organized medicine was the only 
means of progress, and towards higher educational standards, with greater 
benefits to the state and the people generally. 

The inspiring genius of the memorable occasion, and who may properly 
be remembered as the father of the Iowa State Medical Society was Dr. 
John F. Sanford, of Farmington and later of Keokuk. He had attended 
the third annual session of the American Medical Association in Boston in 
May, 1849, when an appeal was made for all states to organize state and 
county societies. This made such a _ profound impression upon Doctor 
Sanford, that on his return home he wrote many letters to physicians urging 
them to meet in Burlington the coming May for the purpose of organizing 
a State Society in Iowa to affiliate with the parent organization. Feeling 
that sufficient interest would not be aroused by correspondence alone, he 
concluded o make a personal appeal, and went by stage to Keosauqua, 
Fairfield, Mt. Pleasant, Washington and Davenport, a distance of nearly 
200 miles and then by streamer to Muscatine, Burlington, Ft. Madison, and 
Keokuk, spending a day in each town, calling upon the physicians and 
urging their co-operation in this naw movement. As a result twenty-five 
physicians gathered at the court room in Burlington, June 19, 1850, for the 
purpose of organizing a State Medical Society. 

The convention was called to order by Dr. John F. Sanford who presided 
during the entire organization meeting, with Dr. E. D. Ransom acting as 
secretary. 

The minutes of this convention, which have fortunately been preserved, 
state that the following physicians ‘‘who were present with the intention 
of participating in the deliberations of the convention, were enrolled as 
charter members. ’’ 

Doctors — John F. Sanford, J. F. Henry, J. D. M. Crockwell, J. D. 
Elbert, E. R. Ford, J. H. Rauch, A. S. Hudson, D. L. MeGugin, J. W. 
Flint G. R. Henry, John F. Dillon, J. B. Latta, W. F. Grubb, H. M. 
Mathews, D. V. Cole, Nathaniel Steel, Enos Lowe, J. M. Witherwax, 
G. Anderson Hull, J. W. Brookbank, R. M. Me Laren, E. D. Ransom, 
Charles Cutter, A. F. Bruning, and C. G. Blood. 

A committee was appointed to draft a constitution and by-laws, consisting 
of Drs. J. F. Henry, Elbert, Lowe, Witherwax and McGugin. 
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While this committee was preparing its report, the President, Dr. John 
F. Sanford was requested to address the Convention, and it is stated that 
‘‘he thereupon delivered an able and, eloquent address’’ in which he 
referred to the organization of the society as marking the beginning of a 
new era in the medical history of the state, and was the first general 
convention of physicians ever assembled in the State of Iowa. He spoke at 
length of the state of the profession during that period of Iowa history, 
referring to the results of ‘‘enlightened microscopical researches into the 
intimate organization of the human frame,’’ and particularly to the ‘‘spirit 
of investigation’’ that was manifest everywhere. He stated further that 
another cause greatly contributing to the problems of medical science in 
America was the association of medical men throughout the country for 
the purpose of uniting their experience and comparing the results of their 
labors, and that this Society had been formed at the request of the 
Americal Medical Association. He added further, that one of the advantages 
would be that physicians would become ‘‘socialized as a profession.’’ In 
closing he expressed the hope ‘‘that our profession will lend an enthusiastic 
cooperation, not only by their presence during its deliberations, but in a 
contribution of statistics and facts, which will facilitate its progress and aid 
in the accomplishments of its noble objects.’’ 

The committee on constitution and by-laws then made its report, which 
upon motion, the Preamble and Constitution and By-laws, was taken up 
article by article by discussion and amendment, and then was adopted as 
follows. 


PREAMBLE AND CONSTITUTION 
1850 


For the purpose of harmonizing the profession of medicine, and of 
promoting its usefulness and respectability, the undersigned practitioners 
of medicine in the state of Iowa, do adopt the following Constitution, 
towit: 


Article 1. This association shall be known as the Iowa State Medical 
and Chirurgical Society, and shall hold its regular meeting on the 
first Wednesday of May, of each year, at such place, as the society 
shall from time to time determine. 


Art. 2. The officers of this society, shall be a President, two Vice- 
Presidents, Recording and Corresponding Secretaries, Treasurer, Libra- 
rian, and seven Censors; any three of these shall be a quorum. 


Art. 5. The officers of this society, shall be elected annually at the 
meetings, and shall perform the several djuties of their respective 
offices until the close of the next annual meeting, and until their 
successors are chosen. 


Art. 4. They shall be chosen by ballot, a majority of all the votes 
given being necessary for a choice. 


Art. 5. It shall be the duty of a President and in his absence, the 
first and second Vice-President, to preside at all meetings of the 
society, enforce order, put all questions to the house, decide questions 
or order, subject to an appeal, to give the casting vote, except at 
elections, and perform any other duties consistent with parliamentary 
regulations. 


Art. 6. It shall be the duty of the Recording Secretary to keep a 
correct minute of all the proceedings of the society, subject to the 
scrutiny of its members. 

Art. 7. The duties of the Corresponding Secretary shall be in all 
cases carried on under the direction of the society. 
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Art. 8 It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep the funds of 
the society, and disburse them to its order. 


Art. 9. It shall be the duty of the Librarian to take charge of any 
books, or cabinet specimens in the physical sciences, and in pathological 
anatomy, that may become the property of the society, and keep the 
same under such regulations as may be hereafter ordered. 


Art. 10. Any regular practitioner in good standing, may become a 
member of this society on presentation of a diploma from a respectable 
medical college, or of a license from any respectable medical society, 
or upon the recommendation of a majority of the board of censors, and 
the payment of an initiation fee of one dollar. 


Art. 11. Any person who has been thought worthy to practice medicine, 
surgery, &., by the board of censors, who have examined him touching 
his skill, shall be entitled to receive a certificate of qualification, signed 
by the President or in case of his death, absence, or resignation, by 
the oldest Vice-President, and the Recording Secretary, for which he 
shall pay a fee of ten dollars. 


Art. 12 Any member of the board of censors may, on the examination 
of an applicant, issue a temporary license, which shall expire at the 
next annual meeting of the society. 


Art. 13 This society shall have power to open a correspondence with 
similar institutions in the United States. 


Art. 14. Any member of this society who shall procure a patent for 
a remedy or instrument of surgery or who prescribes a remedy without 
knowing its composition or who shall hereafter give'a certificate in 
favor of a patent remedy or instrument, or be guilty of any dishonor- 
able conduct, shall on motion be expelled by a vote of two-thirds, at any 
regular meeting of the society. 


Art. 15. This society by a vote of a majority of the members present 
shall have power to levy a contribution upon its members, to meet any 
necessary expenditure. 


Art. 16. Any article of this constitution may be amended at the 
annual meeting in May, provided three-fourths of the members concur 
therein. 


BY-LAWS 


Article 1. The society shall appoint at least one person at every 
meeting to deliver a dissertation at the next meeting, and if such person 
be not present, the Secretary shall advise him of his appointment. 


Art. 2. It shall be the privilege of any member of this society to 
report at the regular meeting thereof, any important cases that may 
have come under his observation. 


Art. 3. The Secretary shall give four weeks notice in the public 
papers of the State, of the time and place of each meeting. 
Signed by all charter members 


After the adoption of the Constitution and By-Laws, the following 
officers of the Iowa State Medical and Chirurgical Society were elected for 
the following year: 

Pres. Dr. Enos Lowe, Burlington; Ist Vice Pres. Dr. D. L. McGugin, 
Keokuk; 2nd Vice Pres. Dr. J. D. Elbert, Keosauqua; Recording Secy. 
Dr. H. M. Matthews; Corresponding Secy: Dr. J. F. Sanford, Keokuk; 
Treas. Dr. G. R. Henry, Burlington;. Librarian, Dr. John F. Dillon, 
Farmington. 

After the new president was installed he continued to preside during 
the remainder of the meeting. 
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After the appointment of a special committee consisting of Drs. Sanford, 
J. F. Henry and Witherwax, the following were appointed as members of 
the Board of Censors: Drs. McGugin of Keokuk; Hull of Montrose; Flint 
and Elbert of Keosauqua; J. F. Henry, E. D. Ransom, and Brookbank of 
Burlington. A committee consisting of Drs. J. F. Henry, Ford, and Hudson, 
were appointed to prepare a Code of Ethics as soon as possible. The 
report as submitted later presented a Code of Ethics similar to those pre- 
viously adopted by the American Medical Association, and as such it was 
adopted by the Society. 

On motion of Dr. J. F. Henry, the president and vice-president were 
requested to prepare and read to the Society, essays on some medical 
subject, at its next annual meeting. 

On Motion of Dr. J. F. Sanford, the following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report on the 
causes which have contributed to depress the science, dignity and 
influence of the medical profession in Iowa. (Committee — Drs. 
Sanford, Crockwell and Cole) 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report upon the 
medical topography, climate and diseases of Iowa. (Committee appointed 
— Drs. J. F. Henry, A. F. Bruning and Ford) 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report upon the 
medical and economical botany of Iowa. (Committee appointed — Drs. 
Brookbank, Rauch and Dillon. 

Resolved, That these committees report at the next annual meeting 
of the society. 

The assignment of subjects for discussion as outlined in these resolutions 
was similar to the custom then prevailing in the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. 

On motion of Dr. MeGugin, the following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the society, the sale of adulterated 
drugs and chemicals should be speedily arrested and to this end, the 
legislature of the State of Iowa, be memorialized at the coming session 
on the subject and an appeal be made to those engaged in the trade 
within the limits of the State, to supply the profession with pure and 
unadulterated medicines. 

Resolved, That we hereby solemnly- pledge ourselves, to encourage 
those whose regard for the health and lives of the community, and the 
success of the medical profession will prompt them to procure select 
medicines, and that when such can be obtained, we will purchase none 
other. 

Resolved, That a committee of three, be appointed to memorialize the 
next legislature in the name and on behalf of this society, on this 
subject; whereupon, Drs. McGugin, Hudson, and E. D. Ransom, were 
appointed that committee. 

Resolved, That in order to promote the best interests of the pro- 
fession, of community and of mankind, and, also to cultivate the social 
and scientific relations of its members, together with all the benefits 
flowing from concert of action, mutual interchange of opinion, and a 
better understanding of each others character, and in order to render 
more effective the great objects of the State Society, we would re- 
commend to our brethern in each county, the formation of a Medical 
Society, in each, auxillary to the State Society. 

On motion, the committee on publications were directed to publish 
the proceedings of this convention, and society together with the 
constitutions, by-laws and code of ethics, adopted, and the address of 
Dr. Sanford, delivered before the convention in pamphlet form, and 
that the Treasurer be ordered to defray the expenses of the same. 

On motion, the committees on the constitution and ethics were in- 
structed to revise the constitution, by-laws and code of ethics, and 
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report such amendments as they deem proper, at the next annual 
meeting. 

On motion, the Treasurer was ordered to pay all bills for incidental 
. expenses, stationery, &, and to keep an account current and report at 
the next annual meeting. 

On motion, Drs. Elbert and Witherwax, were appointed delegates to 
attend the next meeting of the American Medical Association to be 
held in the city of Charleston, South Carolina, during the month of 
May, 1851. 

On motion, the thanks of the society were tendered to Professor 
Sanford, for his able and eloquent address on the present occasion. 

On motion, Resolved, That when the society adjourn, it adjourn to 
meet in Fairfield, Jefferson county, on the first Wednesday of May, 
1851. 

On motion, society adjourned sine die, E. Lown, Pres’t. H. M. 
MATTHEWS, Secretary. 


1851 

The second meeting of the Iowa Medical and Chirurgical Society met in 
the City of Fairfield on May 7, 1851, with President Enos Lowe of 
Burlington in the chair. 

In the absence of the Recording Secretary, Dr. J. H. Rauch of Burlington 
was named secretary protem. He read the proceedings of the last meeting 
and they were approved. The Treasurer, Dr. G. R. Henry of Burlington, 
presented his report, and the same was approved. The president, Dr. Enos 
Lowe gave a short introductory address, in which he referred to the organi- 
zation of the Society the previous year, stating ‘‘at this point begins the 
history of the associated action of the medical profession of the State and 
as such must be turned back to the increasing interest as the Society pro- 
gresses in usefulness and years.’’ He referred also to the death of one of 
the charter members of the society, Dr. A. F. Bruning of Burlington, having 
died from asiatiec cholera, contracted from patients during an epidemic of 
this disease in the summer of 1850. A few days before he became ill, he 
had expressed his conviction of the ‘‘infectiousness of the disease’’, and 
his liability of an attack in being so much with the sick, particularly in 
close, filthy apartments. 

Doctor Sanford on behalf of the Committee appointed to report upon the 
causes which contribute to depress the sciences and dignity of the medical 
profession stated that one of the principal causes was the practice of 
admitting young men to the study of medicine without a respectable 
preliminary education, and recommended that this society urge upon its 
members the propriety of examining all young gentlemen who apply for the 
benefits of private pupillage, upon their preparatory education, with a view 
to discourage such as are deficient in this respect, from entering upon the 
study of the profession, in the ranks of which they can never obtain 
prominence, and the usefulness and dignity of which they are not competent 
to promote. He recommended further ‘‘to exert our influence both by 
precept and example in sustaining our Code of Medical Ethics, and that all 
invasions or infractions of the great moral law of the medical profession, 
will forfeit the claim of any physician to the fellowship and privileges of 
our Society’’. He regarded ‘‘the practice of attending families by the 
year, as calculated to forfeit to the medical men the permanent respect 
to the community. The medical services of an enlightened and benevolent 
physician are not to be made an article of traffic and bargain. His 
commerce is with health, the lives and happiness of the human race, and 
Should be as free from purely mercenary influences as his honor and 
reputation.’’ Such were the noble sentiments expressed by a medical leader 
a century ago. 


The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
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Pres. D. L. McGugin; 1st Vice Pres. J. F. Henry; 2nd Vice Pres. 
J. M. Witherwax; Recording Secy. E. D. Ransom; Corresponding 
Secy. J. F. Sanford; Treas. S. Ramage; Librarian, J. H. Rauch. _ 
After the installation of the new president-elect, President Lowe con- 
cluded the session with the following remarks, ‘‘You have assigned me 
the honorable position as president of your Society for the first year of 
its existence; that period is now at an end and my worthy and respected 
successor, Dr. D. L. MeGugin, is about to take my place. May your organi- 
zation strengthen and improve with each succeeding years, until no well 
educated and respectable physician can be found within the borders of 
our state who is not a member of it. Let us adhere to our Society as 
worthy of affection, acting up to its objects and ethics, and by so doing 
we shall make it an instrument of good to our fellow men, and a means 
of advancing the dignity and honor of the profession. In parting with you, 
it is with the cherished hope that a year hence we may all meet again with 
increased interest to each other and in the promotion of the objects of 
our Society.’ = 
The meeting adjourned to meet the following year again at Fairfield 
during the first week in May 1852. 


1852 

The third meeting of the Iowa State Medical and Chirurgical Society 
met at Fairfield on Wednesday, May 5, 1852. The session was called to 
order by President McGugin of Keokuk. The minutes of the last meeting 
were read and approved. 

President McGugin presented his annual address in which he presented 
a graphic sketch of ‘‘the toils and anxieties, the sacrifices and exposure, 
the duties and responsibilities incident to the hfe of the physician; ¢com- 
mencing from the period of his novitiate as a student of medicine to that 
of his death; for few members of our profession can hope to acquire the 
means to enable them to retire in season from its ‘exacting, sacrificing, 
and crushing’ cares, and spend their latter days in quietude and peace.’’ 

He also depicts ‘‘his hours of triumph and rejoicing,’’ his ‘‘seasons of 
enjoyment, if not of repose;’’ ‘‘his moments of happiness, although not 
always seasons of personal comfort; his fond hopes and Elysian dreams, 
though not founded in the prospect of wealth, fame, or glory, but simply 
in the consciousness of having discharged his duty.’’ ‘‘Were it not for 
these bright spots strewn along his path, and rendered still brighter by 
their contrast with those of deep gloom he has daily to encounter, the life 
of the physician would present a tissue of unmitigated darkness, his feel- 
ings would become misanthropic, or he would abandon a profession fraught 
with all the elements of discomfort and discouragement. The inherent 
benefits of our science, and the capacity of its professors for the accom- 
plishments of good, constitute its pillars and its props, and at the same 
time a source of proud satisfaction and consolation to those who devote 
themselves to its service.’’ 

Among the new members elected at this session was Dr. J. C. Hughes of 
Keokuk, Professor of surgery and Dean of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, Iowa University, Keokuk. He was destined to rise to great 
prominence in the State Society, becoming its president first in 1857 and 
again in 1866. 

A committee was appointed with Dr. J. D. Elbert as chairman, to visit 
the medical school of Keokuk, and report on the same at the next session 
of the Society. 

It was voted to divide the State into districts, comprising one or more 
counties and the chairman of each district to report annually on the 
number of regular medical practitioners, homeopaths, hydropaths, Thom- 
psonians, eclectics, ete., in each. 

The following method of districting was adopted. First, Lee and Henry 
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county; chairman, Professor Hudson, Keokuk. Second, Des Moines, Washing- 
ton and Louisa counties, chairman, Dr. G. R. Henry, Burlington. Third, 
Van Buren, Davis, and Appanoose counties; chairman, Dr. Norris. Fourth, 
Jefferson and Keokuk counties, chairman, Dr. J. T. Huey. Fifth, Wapello, 
Monroe and Mahaska counties; chairman, Dr. Wm. L. Orr, Ottumwa. Sixth, 
Muscatine, Johnson, Cedar and Scott; chairman, Dr. John F. Dillon, 
Davenport. 
The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
Pres. J. D. Elbert, Keosauqua, 1st Vice Pres. J. F. Henry, Burlington, 
2nd Vice Pres. J. M. Witherwax, Davenport, Recording Secy. S. L. Craig, 
Lee County, Corresponding Secy. J. F. Sanford, Keokuk, Librarian, 
M. Cousins, Albia. 
The delegates elected to the American Medical Association, were Drs. 
Huey, Lowe, and McGugin. 
The meeting then adjourned to meet the second Wednesday in June, 1853 
at Davenport. 


1853 

The Iowa State Medical and Chirurgical Society met for its fourth 
session at Davenport June 8, 1853 with President Dr. J. D. Elbert of 
Keosauqua in the Chair. 

Following the report of the Recording Secretary and Treasurer, President 
Elbert presented a brief address, in which he referred to the ‘‘structure of 
medicine as a grand and glorious one, yet not perfect.’’? He also paid 
tribute to three great leaders in American medicine — Horner, Chapman, 
and Drake, who had passed from the stage during the previous year. 

Among the new members elected was Dr. W. H. Rousseau of Washington, 
who was one of the leading practitioners in that city for nearly half a 
century. 

Report was received from one district chairman, Dr. Elbert, who reported 
for the second district, comprising Des Moines, Louisa and Washington 
counties stating that ‘‘the general health of the population was better, 
that fewer cases had been observed of remittent and intermittent fever, 
as well as variola, pertussis, and rubiola, while mumps had been present 
in much greater numbers. As to the number of practitioners he stated that 
in Louisa county there were twelve regular physicians, two Thompsonians, 
and one eclectic. In Burlington and Des Moines counties 15 M.D.s, one 
eclectic and four ‘‘steamers’’ and ‘‘botanics’’. In Keokuk county, with a 
population of 14,000 there were 24 M.D.s and 7 quacks.’’ 

From his report is quoted the following: ‘‘We have frequent but transit 
visits from homeopaths and hydropaths, who create a brief and flitting 
sensation among that class of persons who are always looking for something 
new and herald the advent of each last comer as the arrival of a savior 
who is to be infallable in the treatment of all diseases.’’ ‘‘It seems we 
have sufficient physicians, yet quacks continue to flourish in our midst, 
and this will ever be until all physicians become gentlemen and discard 
the arts of quackery; this can never be done as long as Regular Graduates 
will seek practice in an illegitimate manner and boast of cures they have 
not made and of cases which have existed only in their imagination.’’ ‘‘Such 
conduct is on a par with the ‘ads’ of Ayres Cherry Pectoral or Bull’s 
Sarsaparilla. ’? 

Dr. J. F. Sanford submitted a report on Surgery, including (1) a case 
of traumatic epilepsy resulting from a fracture of the skull, which was 
relieved by a trephining operation, and (2) Successful operative treatment 
of a Strangulated Inguinal Hernia in a man 70 years of age, occurring in 
the practice of Dr. Siveter of Salem, in which an inguinal hernia and sac 
had formed a solid mass, leading to an artificial anus which had existed 
for 14 years. 

A further report by Dr. J. D. Elbert of a new operation for harelip, and 
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the removal of a large sarcomatous fungoid tumor from the axilla. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

Pres. J. M. Witherwax, Davenport; 1st Vice Pres. Thomas Siveter, 
Salem; 2nd Vice Pres. George Reeder, Muscatine; Recording Secy. 
J. H. Rauch, Burlington; Corresponding Secy. D. L. MeGugin, Keokuk; 
Treas. G. R. Henry, Burlington; Librarian, Asa Morgan. 

The delegates elected to the American Medical Association were Drs. J. D. 
Elbert, George Reeder, G. R. Henry, J. M. Witherwax, T. Siveter, and 
J. T. Huey. The meeting adjourned to meet in Muscatine on the second 
Wednesday in June, 1854. 


1854 

The fifth annual session of the Iowa Medical and Chirurgical Society 
was held at Muscatine, June 14, 1854: President J. M. Witherwax of 
Davenport being unable to attend by reason of illness, Dr. Geo. Reeder of 
Muscatine was asked to preside. 

The report of the proceedings of this session are rather brief. 

The minutes of the 1853 meeting were read and approved. A resolution 
was presented by Dr. Geo. Reeder: 


‘“That this Society urge upon the physicians throughout the State the 
importance of county organization, the object of which shall be the 
promotion of medical science, and the encouragement of more thorough 
medical literature by discontinuance and discouraging young men from 
entering the profession without sufficient pupelage.’’ 


At the session in 1853 a committee had been appointed to visit the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, State University, Keokuk and report to the 
Society at this session. 

No such report was submitted and Dr. J. C. Hughes of Keokuk moved 
that another committee be appointed to visit and, examine the method of 
teaching at the medical schools of the State. 

The following committee was appointed: Doctors Reeder, Wainwright, 
Hershey, Skinner, Craig and G. R. Henry; and requested to report next 
year. 

A report on Anatomy was presented by Dr. J. C. Hughes, emphasizing 
the need of knowledge of anatomy in the practice of medicine and surgery. 

The Officers elected for the ensuing year included: 


Pres. Dr. George Reeder, Muscatine; lst Vice Pres. Dr. J. M. 
Robertson, Columbus; 2nd Vice Pres. Dr. D. L. McGugin, Keokuk; 
Recording Secy., Dr. J. Howe, Corresponding Secy., Dr. C. S. Chambers, 

It is noted that a former president, Dr. McGugin was elected Second 
Vice-President. 

The delegates chosen as delegates to the American Medical Association 
were Doctors Wainwright, McGugin, Chambers, Sanford, J. F. Henry and 
Reeder. 

Keokuk was selected as the place of meeting in 1855. 


1855 

The sixth annual meeting of the Iowa Medical and Chirurgical Society 
was held in Keokuk on June 14, 1855. 

As both the president and recording secretary were absent, Dr. Thos. 
Siveter of Salem presided and Dr. Craig of Keosauqua was acting Secretary. 

There was no report submitted of the proceedings of 1854. 

Among the new members was Dr. J. C. Wells of Indianola, Warren 
County, who was the first member from a county as far west as Warren. 

The following communication was then received from the members of the 


Faculty at Ft. Des Moines, which was read and ordered to be published 
with the proceedings of the Society: 
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June 5, A.D. 1855 
Prof. D. L. McGugin, 
Cor. Sec’y, Iowa Medical Society: 


We, the undersigned Physicians and Surgeons at Fort Des Moines, 
in reply to your esteemed favor of the 29th May, soliciting our 
presence and participation in the proceedings of the Iowa State Medical 
Society at Keokuk, on the 14th inst., respectfully reply, that our 
professional avocations and private business, will prevent our attend- 
ance at the time specified, though we are decidedly in favor of the 
State organization, and of the Medical Department of the University 
of Iowa at Keokuk, and would be much pleased to participate in the 
proceedings of the State Medical Society, and further the interests 
of the State Medical College, whenever opportunity presents. We 
likewise approve of the Medical Journal, under the patronage and 
supervision of the Faculty of the Medical College of the University, 
as well calculated to promote the interests of the medical profession 
of Iowa. 

John €. Bennett, M.D., D. V. Cole, M.D., Thomas K. Brooks, M.D., 
Wm, P. Davis, M.D., J. W. Morris, M.D., Alex Shaw, M.D. 8S. V. 
Campbell, M.D., H. C. Grimmell, M.D. 

Dr. Siveter reported a case of dislocated shoulder of three months stand- 
ing which elicited considerable discussion. 

Dr. Sanford reported several surgical cases including cases of fractures and 
three cases of vesical calculi. 

Dr. McGugin moved the appointment of a committee on legislation to 
memoralize the Legislature on the subject of ‘legalizing medical practice 
in this State.’’ Th following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


Pres. Thomas Siveter, M.D., Salem; 1st Vice-Pres. J. H. Rauch, M.D., 
Burlington; 2nd Vice-Pres. 8S. L. Craig, M.D., Keosauqua; Recording 
Secy. W. Bird, M.D., Mt. Pleasant; Corresponding Secy. Atkinson, 
M.D., Lee County; Treas. J. J. Page, M.D., Keokuk. 


The delegates selected for the American Medical Association Meeting 
were Doctors Fountain, Davenport; J. ©. Bennett, Ft. Des Moines ; 
Atkinson, Lee County; G. R. Henry, Burlington; W. Bird, Mt. Pleasant; 
Dr. Haines, Keokuk. Ottumwa was chosen as the place for the 1856 meeting. 


1856 

The seventh session of the Iowa Medical and Chirurgical Society met at 
Ottumwa June 11, 1856. 

_ A new constitution was adopted at this session which changed the name 
of the Society to the Iowa State Medical Society. . 

The meeting was called to order by the President, Dr. Thos. Siveter of 
Salem. After receiving the report of the recording secretary and treasurer, 
President |Siveter presented a brief address. He referred to it as his 
_valedictory address, but he was re-elected president two years later. 

The most important action taken at this meeting was the adoption of a 
revised Constitution and By-Laws of the Iowa State Medical Society on 
June 12, 1856. 


It included the following provisions: 
1. The name to be Iowa State Medical Society. 


2. The officers to include a president, a vice-president, recording 
secretary, corresponding secretary, treasurer, librarian and seven Censurs 
all to be elected by ballot. 

3. The annual meetings to be held on the -second Wednesday in June 
each year, unless they conflicted with the meeting of the American 
Medical Association when it would be the second Wednesday in May. 


Syn 
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4, Membership to include any regular practitioner in. good standing, 


his name having first been submitted to the Society by the regular 


member and also exhibit to the Society a diploma or license from a 
respectable medical school or society. 

5. The Code of Ethics correspond with that in the American Medical 
Association. 

A resolution was adopted expressing approval of the method of training 
at the Medical Department of the State University, Keokuk. 

It was moved by Dr. Rauch, Burlington, that a committee of three be 
appointed to memorialize the Legislature with relation to the enactment 
directing the registration of births and deaths throughout the State. 

Dr. McGugin presented an interesting case of ‘‘Ossification of the 
Aorta valves with specimens. ’’ 

Dr. Siveter of Salem reported a case of hemorrhage from the bladder 
occurring with enlargement of the prostate which was relieved by catheteriza- 
tion. Drs. Hughes and MecGugin of Keokuk presented respectively interest- 
ing cases of unusual inguinal hernia and phlegmasia dolens. 

The new officers elected were: 

Pres.. Prof. J. C. Hughes, Keokuk; Vice-Pres. Dr. H. D. Wood; 
Recording Secy. Dr. M. Cousins, Albia; Corresponding Secy. Dr. D. L. 
MecGugin, Keokuk; Treas. Dr. Thos. Siveter, Salem; Librarian: Dr. 
Carpenter, Cedar Rapids. 

The delegates for the American Medical Association were Drs. Rauch, 
Henry and Cousins. The meeting in 1857 was to be at Iowa City. 


1857 

The eighth annual session of the Iowa State Medical Society was held 
at Iowa City, June 10, 1857. The president, Dr. J. C. Hughes, Keokuk, was 
absent in the East and Dr. J. C. Stone, Washington, was elected pres- 
ident protem. Dr. Fountain of Davenport, Acting Secretary. 

Among the members admitted were the following from Davenport: Dr. 
E. 8. Barrows (Pres. 1860), Dr. J. W.-H: Baker ({ Pres= 1867 ) wanders 
Carpenter of Blue Grass. The following new members were admitted from 
Towa City; H. Murry, T. S. Mahon, Wm. Vogt, F. Lloyd, E. J. B. Statler, 
Wm. Carus. 

It is reported that the attendance was small. While there was railroad 
connection with Davenport, all other transportation would have had to be 
by horseback, or horse and buggy. To offset the disappointments of a 
small attendance, it is recorded that a ‘‘sumptious repast’’ was provided 
at the Clinton House at the expense of the Iowa City Medical Society, 
and a ‘‘rich entertainment’’ was further provided by Messrs. Trexel and 
Wentz. 

The new officers elected for the ensuing year were: 

Pres. Dr. Thos. Siveter, Salem (second time); Vice-Pres. Dr. M. B. 
Cochran, Iowa City; Recording Secy. Dr. J. C. Stone, Washington; 
Corresponding Secy. Dr. T. J. Saunders, Iowa City; Treas. Dr. James 
Gamble, LeClaire; Librarian; Dr. H. Carpenter, Blue Grass. 

There is no record of delegates for the American Medical Association. Mt. 
Pleasant was chosen as the meeting place in 1858. 


1858 

The nineth annual session of the Iowa State Medical Society was held in 
Mt. Pleasant June 9 and 10, 1858. 

The meeting was called to order by President Thos. Siveter of Salem, Dr. 
S. W. McClure of Mt. Pleasant acted as Secretary. 

The proceedings were recorded by the local newspaper the ‘‘Mt. Pleasant 
Home Journal’’. Because of incessant rains practically all roads were im- 
passable, and delegates from the interior were unable to attend. Even many 
of the physicians of Henry County couldn’t reach the city on account of 
the high water. 
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However, delegates were present from as far as Dubuque, Davenport, 
Le Claire, Iowa City, Keokuk, Burlington, Fairfield, and Salem. 

The president’s address was referred to as an ‘“interesting document.’?’ It 
is recorded that there was ‘‘a general discussion of medical subjects. ’’ 

The officers elected for the ensuing year were: 

Pres. Dr. John H. Rauch, Burlington; Vice Pres. Dr. Edward §8. 
Barrows, Davenport; Recording Secy. Dr. J. W. H. Baker, Davenport; 
Corresponding Secy. Dr. W. Bird, Mt. Pleasant; Treas. Dr. M. B. 
Cochran, Iowa City; Censors: Drs. E. J. Fountain, H. Murry, J. C. 
Hughes, A. W. McClure, James Gamble. 

The delegates to the annual session of the American Medical Association 
at Louisville, Kentucky, in June 1859 were—D. L. McGugin, Daniel 
Meeker, T. O. Edwards, William Watson, J. Langer. 

A lengthy account is given of the evening program consisting of an 
address by Dr. McGugin of Keokuk in the Universalist Church. 

‘‘Owing to the hydropathic weather there was not a full house.’’ 

The lecturer referred to ‘‘Medicine as an inspired science, inaugurated 
under the administration of Moses and remaining intact to the present 
day.’’ ‘‘He spoke severely of quacks. ’’ 

Following the lecture of Dr. McGugin a banquet was held at the Brazel- 
ton House prepared by the Henry County Medical Society where at ten 
o’clock the members, guests and ladies sat down to ‘‘a sumptuous repast 
of lavish expenditure and excellent taste.’’ 

‘‘His Excellency Governor Lowe occupied the head of the table; Dr. 

L. P. Hamline presiding and the toasts were read by Dr. Stebbins.’’ 

‘‘The music was provided by the Mt. Pleasant Brass Band.’’ 

The toast ‘‘Iowa and her Governors’’ was responded to by Governor 
Lowe. 

‘“The Medical Profession’? by Dr. M. B. Cochran, Iowa City, 
comment ‘‘Dr. Cochran is a young man of fine talents and bids 
fair to occupy a leading position in the Society (President 1865). We 
expect to hear of his brilliant future among the M.D.’s of Iowa.’? 

_ The State Medical Society’? by Dr. J. H. Rauch, Burlington 
(President of the Society.) Comment ‘‘A young man of superior talent.”? 

‘‘Our Guests’? by Dr. E. 8. Barrows, Davenport. 

‘‘The Medical Department, Iowa State University’? Dr. D. L. 
McGugin, Keokuk. 

‘‘The Press’’ by D. S. Elliott of the Home Journal. 

Comment ‘‘The attendance was small but it was an interesting 
occasion. ’’ 

The meeting adjourned on June 10 to meet in Davenport in June, 1859. 


1859 to 1867 

Following the ninth session of the State Society at Mt. Pleasant in 
1858, and up to the meeting at Davenport in 1867, a record of the annual 
proceedings is not avaiable. Except for the year 1863, when a meeting was 
not held because of the Civil War. Officers of the Society are listed as 
having been elected, so that meetings of some form must have been held 
in those years. 


1859 

The minutes of the Scott County Medical Society are very complete 
from its organization in 1856, and through the kindness of Dr. W. S. 
Binford of Davenport, the historian of the Society, these minutes have 
been made available, which record that the tenth meeting of the State 
Society was held in Davenport in June 1859, at which President J. Hi 

Rauch of Burlington presided. The officers elected at this session were: 
Pres. Dr. E. 8. Barrows, Davenport; Vice Pres. Dr. George Reeder, 
Muscatine; Recording Secy. Dr. Allen Phillips, Dubuque*; Corresponding 


_ “Father of the present secretary I.S.M.S., Allen B. Phillips. 
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Secy. Dr. Oliver George, Farmington; Treas. Dr. M. B. Cochran, Iowa 
City; Censors: Drs. D. L. McGugin, E. J. Fountain, A. W. McClure, 
J. S. Dimmett and R. 8S. Lewis. 


1860 
Again according to the Scott County Society minutes, the eleventh annual 
session was held in Dubuque, May 9, 1860, at which President E. §8. 
Barrows of Davenport presided. At this meeting the following officers were 

elected : 

Pres. R. S. Lewis, Dubuque; Vice Pres. Dr. J. C. Hughes, Keokuk; 
Recording Secy. Dr. J. M. Adler, Davenport; Treas. Dr. C. W. Belden, 

Dubuque. 


1861 
Again referring to aforenamed minutes, delegates were chosen for a 
meeting of the State Society in 1861, but the place of the same is not 
given. Judging from the home city of the officers selected, it is probable 
that the meeting may have been held in Burlington. At this meeting in 
1861, the following officers are listed as having been elected: ; 
Pres., Dr. J. F. Henry, Burlington; Vice Pres., Dr. H. T. Cleaver, 
Keokuk; Recording Secy., Dr. J. H. Boucher, Iowa City; Corresponding 
Secy., Dr. R. J. Patterson, Mt. Pleasant; Treas., Dr. R. M. McClaren, 

Burlington. 


1862 

The minutes of the Scott County Society for the years 1862 and 1863 are 
somewhat confusing; while most of the available society records state that 
no state society meetings were held in 1862 and 1863, yet the minutes of the 
Scott County Society record, ‘‘that on April 29, 1862, delegates were ap- 
pointed to attend the meeting of the Iowa State Medical Society to be 
held in Iowa City May 28, 1862.’’ 

The names of the delegates are not entered, but later a motion is 
added ‘‘that the delegates be instructed to invite the State Society to hold 
its next annual meeting in Davenport.’’ 

The officers elected at this session were: 

Pres.. H. ‘T. Cleaver, Keokuk; Vice-Pres., M. B. Cochran,” Iowa 
City; Corresponding Secy., R. J. Patterson, Mt. Pleasant; Treas. R. M. 
McLaren, Burlington. 


1863 

All records indicate that the State Society did not hold a meeting in 
1863, yet again reference to the Scott County Society minutes states ‘‘on 
April 28, 1863, the following persons were elected delegates to attend the 
State medical meeting to be held in Iowa City on the last Wednesday in 
May’’, but again the names are not given. 


1864 
All available records indicated that a re-organization meeting of the 
Iowa State Medical Society was held in Iowa City in May of 1864, at 
which President H. T. Cleaver of Keokuk presided. 
The following officers were elected: 
Pres. Dr. M. B. Cochran, Iowa City; Vice-Pres. Dr. J. W. H. 
Baker, Davenport; Recording Secy. Dr. S. B. Thrall, Ottumwa; 
Corresponding Secy. Dr. R. J. Patterson, Mt. Pleasant; Treas. Dr. 
R. M. McLaren, Bulington; Censors: Drs. Jesse Holmes, J. M. Adler, 
Wm. Vogt, J. Williamson, and B. W. Thompson. 


1865 
The annual meeting of the State Society was held in Ottumwa in June, 
1865, according to the Scott County Society minutes. 
The following Officers were elected: 
Pres. Dr. J. ©. Hughes, Keokuk; Vice-Pres. Dr. J. Williamson, 
Ottumwa; Recording Secy. Dr. J. .W. H. Baker, Davenport; Corres- 
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ponding Secy. Dr. W. F. Peck, Davenport; Treas. Dr. Wm. Watson, 
Dubuque; Censors: Drs. M. B. Cochran, 8. B. Thrall, A. G. Field, 
J. M. Shaffer, and James Gamble. 


1866 
‘The annual meeting of the Iowa State Medical Society was held at 
Davenport on May 9, 1866 with President J. C. Hughes of Keokuk in the 
chair. 
The following gentlemen were elected officers for the ensuing year: 
Pres. Dr. John W. H. Baker, Davenport; Vice-Pres. Dr. James C. 
Lay, Dubuque; Recording Secy. Dr. Washington F. Peck, Davenport; 
Corresponding Secy. Dr. A. M. Carpenter, Keokuk; Treas: Dr. M. B. 
Cochran, Iowa City.’’ 
Boston Med. & Surg. Jowr. Vol. LXXIV, No. 20 June 14, 1866. 


1867 

The seventeenth session of the Iowa State Medical Society was held at 
Davenport, May 22, 1867, with president Dr. J. W. H. Baker of Davenport, 
presiding. The welcome to the Society was extended by Dr. T. J. Saunders, 
who expressed the hope — ‘‘that the remembrance of your stay with us, 
may be accompanied by no emotion adverse to those of satisfaction and 
pleasure’’. 

The recording secretary, Dr. W. F. Peck, read the minutes of the last 
regular meeting, which were approved. (No record of the same is available) 

President Dr. J. W. H. Baker presented his address, the title being 
**Medicine, Not an Exact Science’’, from which is quoted: ‘‘How long 
does rheumatism take to get well? Until that point is settled, how could 
they determine what to do. Who would venture to say this or that treatment 
was or was not successful if he did not know how long the disease was 
to last itself’’. 

The Treasurer Dr. M. B. Cochran reported a balance on hand of $218.50. 

Among the new members admitted was Dr. J. C. Shrader (Pres. 1897) 
of Iowa City and Dr. Edward H. Hazen of Davenport. 

Several interesting ’case reports were presented: 

1. Dr. Bell reported a case of diabetes mellitus with ¢hemical 
analysis of urine (which ‘‘excited much curiosity as well as admira- 
tion? ”, 

2. oy. W. F. Peck, presented an elaborate and exhaustive essay on 
syphilis, specifying particularly his mode of treatment. 

3. Dr. M. B. Cochran presented a report of ‘‘four cases of cancrum- 
oris’’. 

4, Dr. J. C. Hughes reported the result of an operation ‘‘for the 
elongation and straightening of long bones’’. 

o. Dr. W. 8S. Hosford, ‘‘On the Communicability of phthisis 
pulmonalis’’. 

6. Dr. A. 8. Maxwell of Keokuk, described the use of the hypodermic 
syringe, stating ‘‘he had first seen it used by Dr. Langer of Keokuk 
IL SOs. 

The following officers were elected: 

Pres. Dr. William Watson, Dubuque; Vice Pres. Dr. Edw. Whinery, 
Fort Madison; Recording Secy. Dr. A. G. Field, Des Moines; Corres- 
ponding Secy. Dr. A. J. B. Statler, Marshalltown; Treas. Dr. M. B. 
Cochran, Davenport. 

A resolution was adopted, ‘‘asking the Polk County Medical Society to act 
as a committee of arrangements, and to supply accomodations for the next 
meeting of the Society to be held in Des Moines, the first Wednesday in 
. February 18687’. 


1868 
The State Society met for the first time in the City of Des Moines, 
for its eighteenth session on Wednesday, February 5, 1868, with President 
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Dr. William Watson of Dubuque in the chair. The society continued in 
session for two days, holding forenoon and afternoon sessions each day. 
Twenty regular members were present, and twelve new members were 
admitted at this meeting. 

The address of President William Watson referred to the meeting ‘‘as 
an epoch in its history, as the first ever held at the State Capitol, and 
to be regarded as an indication of the realization of our long cherished 
hopes that the influence of our society is being extended, and that it will 
continue to extend until it shall be felt over the entire State, and at each 
succeeding annual meeting all parts of the State shall be fully represented ’’, 

The most important action taken at this session was the unanimous adop- 
tion of the following: 

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OF THE IOWA STATE MEDICAL SoctETy 

Article 1. Know all men by these presents: That we, Edward 
Whinery, J. W. H. Baker, William Watson, Seneca B. Thrall, A. G. 
Field, and H. J. Whitman, persons of full age, and citizens of the 
state of Iowa and the United States, hereby associate ourselves, our 
associates and successors, for the purposes hereinafter stated ; and 
become incorporated as a body politic and corporate under the name 
and style designated below, claiming all the rights, powers, immunities, 
and privileges, created, granted, and conferred by the virtue of Article 
three (3), chapter fifty-five (55) of the Revision of 1860. 

Article 2. The name by which said body corporate or society shall be 
known in law is, the Iowa State Medical Society. 

Article 3. The business and object thereof shall be the promotion and 
elevation of medical science in the state of Iowa, the advocacy of 
such measures as will tend to alleviate the sufferings of humanity, 
improve the health, and protect the lives of the community. 

Article 4. The business of the society shall be conducted, and its 
annual meetings held at Des Moines, Polk County, Iowa. 

Article 5. The affairs and business of said society shall be conducted 
by seven trustees, to be annually elected by the members of said society, 
at such time and manner as provided by its by-laws. 

Article 6. The names of the trustees of said society for the first 
year shall be Edward Whinery of Ft. Madison; J. W. H. Baker of 
Davenport; William Watson of Dubuque; 8S. B. Thrall of Ottumwa, and 
A. G. Field and H. L. Whitman of Des Moines. 

In witness whereof we have here written our names this 6th day of 
February, A.D., 1868: 

1st Congressional District, Edward Whinery 

2nd Congressional District, J. W. H. Baker 

3rd Congressional District, William Watson 

4th Congressional District, S. B. Thrall 

Sth Congressional District, A. G. Field and H. L. Whitman. 

State of Iowa, 

Polk County, 

ss 

Before the undersigned, a notary public in and for said county, personally 
came the above named Edward Whinery, J. W. H. Baker, Wm. Watson, 
S. B. Thrall, A. G. Field and H. L. Whitman, who are personally known 
to me to be the identical persons whose names are subseribed to the 
foregoing certificate of incorporation as corporators, and acknowledged the 
execution thereof to be their voluntary act and deed, for the purposes 
therein stated. Witness my hand and notarial seal this 6th day of February, 
A.D, 1868, 

F. M. Hubbell,* 
Notary Public, Polk County, Iowa. 


“F. M. Hubbell. Founder of Equitable Life Insurance Company of Iowa, 
and for many years a leading citizen of Des Moines. 


; 
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Dr. Peck moved that the articles of incorporation, with the petition of 
members of the society, be represented ‘to Dr. J. M. Robertson, a member of 
the State senate, and also a member of this society, with the request that 
he would present them before the general assembly, and take such action 
as is required by law, to render the society a body corporate according to 
law,—motion carried. 

A report on Obstetrical Statistics was presented by William Gutch, M.D. 
of Blakesburg, comprising 537 eases in his practice during ten years. Twins 
occurred in 10 cases, monsters in two, convulsions in two, placenta previae 
in two, accidental and alarming postpartum hemorrhage in 11 cases. ‘‘Two 
of the mothers were lost, one from puerperal fever, and the other died 
suddenly, thirty minutes after delivery without any hemorrahge’’. ‘‘Twenty- 
two of the children were still born, many of them being premature’’. 

The officers elected were: 

Pres. Philip Harvey, Burlington; Vice Pres. J. W. H. Baker, 
Davenport; Corresponding Secy., A. G. Field, Des Moines; Recording 
Secy. J. Williamson, Ottumwa; Treas. M. B. Cochran, Davenport; 
Censors: H. L. Whitman, Wm. Gutch, Wm. Vogt, S. B. Thrall, G. R. 
Henry. 


The following was adopted: 


‘<Resolved, That while our thanks are due to the members of the 

Polk County Medical Society, for the provision for our entertainment 

on the occasion of this, our first meeting in the City of Des Moines; 

yet, as we are to continue to meet annually in this City, and as their 

tendency is to an unnecessary expenditure of money, and to consume 

time too valuable to be thus employed, we advise them to refrain from 
such preparations or entertainments in the future.’’ 

The society adjourned to meet in the City of Des Moines on the second 

Wednesday in May 1869. 


1869 

The Society met for its nineteenth session again in Des Moines May 25, 
1869, with President Dr. Philip Harvey of Burlington in the chair. 

There were 21 regular members present and 16 new members admitted. 

The address of the president was on the subject ‘‘Climatology in 
Southern Iowa’’ in which he ‘‘contrasted the climate of Iowa with that of 
other portions of the earth’s surface, and furnishing scientific explanations 
for many advantageous characteristics of this climate.’’ 

At this session Professor J. C. Hughes of Keokuk reported the results of 
operating on one patient four times for vesical calculi during a period 
of six years. The patient was General Whitmire, an early settler of Iowa 
and leading citizen. On February 10, 1855 two large calculi were removed 
of the ‘‘triple phosphate variety’’; on November 29, 1856 one large 
calculus; on January 10, 1858, four caleuli, and on April 26, 1860, twelve 
calculi. The patient made a good recovery each time and was living when 
this report was made. Dr. Hughes was unable to determine whether the 
disposition to the formation of calculi should be attributed to the geological 
character of the locality. The water used was strongly impregnated with 
lime. 

The officers elected were: 

Pres. Dr. 8. B. Thrall, Ottumwa; Vice-Pres. Dr. N. Steele, Fairfield ; 
Secy: Dr. A. G. Field, Des Moines; Treas. Dr. H. L. Whitman, Des 
Moines; Corresponding Secy. Dr. E. H. Hazen, Davenport; Censors: 
Dr. J. Williamson, Dr. A. M. Dashiel, Dr. Wm. Watson, Dr. James 
Gamble, Dr. Geo. F. Jenkins, Dr. David Beach. 


Trustees were elected for the first time in accordance with the Articles 


of Incorporation: 
Dr. A. M. Carpenter, Keokuk, First District; Dr. W. F. Peck, 
Davenport, Second District; Dr. J. C. Lay, Dubuque, Third District ; 


‘ 
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Dr. Wm. Vogt, Iowa City, Fourth District; Dr. C. H. Rawson, Des 

Moines, Fifth District; Dr. N. S. Smith, Belle Plaine, Sixth District. 

The Society also appointed thirty committees on various medical subjects 
to report on at. the next meeting in Des Moines, February, 1870. 


1870 

The twentieth session of the State Society was held in Des Moines on 
February 21, 1870 with President S. B. Thrall of Ottumwa presiding. 

The number of regular members present was 46, and twenty new members 
were admitted, including Drs. W. D. Middleton and A. W. Cantwell of 
Davenport and Dr. P. J. Farnsworth of Clinton. 

President Thrall in his address referred to the new medical school 
being established at the State University at Iowa City, and this became 
the purpose of a long resolution presented by Dr. William Watson of 
Dubuque which contained the following: 


‘*Resolved that this Society regard the course of those members who 
have been active in the organization of the medical department of the 
State University, injudicious, and injurious to the interests of the 
medical profession and the people of the State.’’ 

‘‘Resolved, that the organization of a medical department of the 
State University at this time is uncalled for by the medical profession 
and is an unnecessary and useless expenditure of the public money.’’ 

‘‘Resolved, that whenever it shall become clearly necessary to 
establish a medical department of the state university, it should be 
located in one of the largest cities of the state, should be amply 
endowed, and supplied with a full corps of the ablest and most 
experienced teachers that can be induced to accept its chairs.’’ 

‘*Resolved, that the action of the board of regents of the state 
university in organizing a medical department of that institution, 
without giving the profession of the state an opportunity for an 
expression of opinion in relation to the necessity of such action, was 
uncalled for, and will tend to prevent the co-operation and destroy 
the confidence indispensable to its usefulness and _ success.’’ 

‘‘Resolved, that Hon. H. C. Bulis,1 in opposing such action as 
premature, uncalled for, and unnecessary, has evinced an appreciation 
of the wants of the profession, and fidelity to its interests which 
entitles him to the thanks of this society, and its confidence in the 
future. ’*? 

‘* Resolved, that a copy of this preamble, and resolutions, be furnished 
the governor, with the request that he will bring them before both 
branches of the legislature as the expression of the medical society of 
the state.’’ 

Wm. Watson, 
Committee on bills, & e. 


The resolution was supported by Dr. Watson, and Dr. F. Lloyd of Towa 
City and opposed by Drs. Peck, Middleton of Davenport and Dr. Ely of 
Cedar Rapids. 

After several attempts to table the resolution the same was adopted.2 

Nearly all of the 31 committees appointed at the last session reported 
on the different diseases and subjects assigned to them. 

The officers elected were: 

Pres. Dr. James Gamble, Le Claire; Vice-Pres. Dr. N. Steele, Fair- 
field; Recording Secy. Dr. Geo. P. Hanawalt, Des Moines; Corres- 





1Member, Board of Regents, State University of Iowa Pres. I.8.M.S., 
1877. 

2The Medical Department, State University at Iowa City continued to 
operate in spite of this resolution. 
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_ ponding Secy. Dr. J. Williamson, Ottumwa; Treas. Dr. J. M. 
Robertson, Muscatine. 
Nineteen members were named as delegates to the American Medical 
Association for the meeting in Washington, D. C. in May, 1870. 


1871 

The State Society met for its twenty-first session in Des Moines April 
19, 1871. The president, Dr. James Gamble of LeClaire and the Vice 
president, Dr. N. Steele of Fairfield, were both absent on account of 
illness. On motion of Dr. Peck, Dr. 8S. B. Thrall was named _ president 
protem. 

Thirty-seven regular members were registered, and later twenty-one new 
members were admitted. 

Dr. William O. Kulp of Muscatine was introduced as a delegate from 
the Iowa State Dental Society. 

Dr. Frederick Lloyd of Iowa City presented a long report on ‘‘ Medical 
Ethies’’, which was largely devoted to ‘‘advertising by physicians’’, and 
particularly to the ‘‘free announcements by the press of Iowa City’’ ‘‘that 
medical advice and surgical and dental operations would be performed 
gratis at the medical school there’’. There is also reference to ‘‘body 
snatching’’ in the same. The report was received without comment, and 
referred to the committee on publication. 

Dr. J. F. Kennedy presented the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Whereas, An association has recently been organized, known as the 
‘¢American Association for the Care of Inebriates’’, ‘‘whose object 
is to secure a more general understanding of inebriety as a disease’’ ;— 
‘‘to discuss its general treatment, to endeavor to bring about a 
cooperative public sentiment and jurisprudence’’, therefore; 

Resolved, That this society, recognizing the movement as a step 
demanded by the civilization of the times, and that we endorse the 
‘<declaration of principles’’ adopted by said Association, 

Resolved, That this society, from year to year, appoint a committee 
upon inebriety, who shall report as upon any other medical subject. 

At this and the preceding’ meeting, the President had appointed a 
nominating committee with one member from each Congressional district. 

The following officers were elected: 

Pres. A. G. Field, Des Moines; Vice Pres. Dr. J. M. Robertson, 
Muscatine; Recording Secy. Dr. Geo. P. Hanawalt, Des Moines; 

Corresponding Secy. Dr. J. F. Ely, Cedar Rapids; Treas. Dre tee Wes 

Gustine, Panora; Censors: Dr. W. F. Peck Davenport; A. M. Carpenter, 
Keokuk; Asa Horr, Dubuque; William Cornes, Tama Citys Lad. 
Caldwell, Adel; Dr. Hutchinson, Winterset. 

The next meeting was set for the first Wednesday in May 1872. An 
effort was made to change it from Des Moines to Council Bluffs, but 
without syeccess. 


1872 

The Society met for its twenty-second session at Des Moines, June 20, 
1872, with Dr. A. G. Field of Des Moines in the chair. 

The address of the president was presented under the title, ‘‘The Present 
Attitude of Medical Science’’. It was a remarkable address for that period, 
1872, and indicated a profound knowledge of the fundamental sciences. New 
methods of diagnosis are emphasized, particularly the microscope. ‘‘It has 
been brought into requisition in the prosecution of nearly every branch of 
medical study’’. ‘‘In the pathology of parasitic and of zymotic diseases, 
especially it has inaugurated a new era’’. He states further—‘‘that infection 
of the several kinds consist of living organisms, either animal or vegetable, 
each possessing uniform and constant characteristics’’. ‘‘When the nature 
of each of these shall have been fully discovered, together with the most 
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efficient means for their destruction, it is more than probable that the 
rational treatment of these large classes of disease will be established’ ’* 

At this session a new constitution and by-laws was adopted: The 
following changes are noted. 

Article III, Sec. i. This society shall consist of delegates: 

a. Delegates representing county or local medical societies, faculties 
of medical colleges and professional staffs of the State Insane, Deaf 
and Dumb, and Blind Asylums, and every permanently organized hos- 
pital of 25 beds, shall each be entitled to one delegate. 

b. Permanent members: Shall consist of those who have served in 
the capacity of delegates and maintained their membership. 

c. Members by invitation shall consist of delegates from corresponding 
societies and of reputable practitioners not accredited as permanent 
or delegate mebmers. 

d. Corresponding Members. Prominent physicians and surgeons re- 
siding in the United States, elected by a two-thirds vote, but not more 
than two at each annual session. 

Article IV. The officers shall be a President, Ist and 2nd Vice 
President, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, and a Board of 
Trustees of seven members elected annually. 

The following officers were elected: 

President, Dr. J. Williamson, Ottumwa; 1st Vice Pres. Dr. A. M. 
Carpenter, Keokuk; 2nd Vice Pres. Dr. J. W. Smith, Charles City; 
Treasurer, Dr. J. W. Gustine, Panora; Secretary, Dr. Geo. P. Hanawalt, 
Des Moines; Asst. Secy., Dr. J. D. McCleary, Indianola. 


1873 

The twenty-third session of the State Society was held in Marshalltown, 
May 28 and 29, 1873, with President Dr. J. Williamson of Ottumwa in 
the chair. The president welcomed the members ‘‘in a brief and pertinent 
inaugural address’’. It was decided to hold three meetings a day, 9 A.M., 
Ge Mie atid eb 

A number of interesting reports were received, as follows: Dr. Wm. 
Watson upon ‘‘An Epidemic of Cerebrospinal Meningitis’? in Dubuque 
county in 1872; Dr. J. Williamson, Ottumwa on ‘‘Cholera in 18727’; Dr. 
J. C. Hughes on ‘‘The Surgical Treatment of Aneurism’’; Dr. W. D. 
Middleton on ‘‘The Microscope in the Diagnosis of Diseases of the 
Kidney’’. Two cases of ovariotomy were reported, one by Dr.. Gorrell of 
Newton, and the other by President J. Williamson, the cystic tumor and 
contents weighing 72 pounds. This led to a spirited discussion by the two 
rival surgeons, Dr. J. C. Hughes of Keokuk and Dr. W. F. Peck of 
Davenport, both congratulating the profession of the country, that American 
surgeons had more specially held the advance in this branch of surgery. 

The following officers were elected: 

President, Dr. W. S. Robertson, Muscatine; 1st. Vice Pres., Dr. Wm. 
Cornes, Tama City; 2nd Vice Pres., Dr. John Bower, Guthrie Center; 
Treasurer, Dr. J. W. Gustine, Panora; Secretary, Dr. S. B. Thrall, 
Ottumwa; Asst. Secy., Dr. J. F. Kennedy, Des Moines; Trustees: Drs. 
J. J. Angear, Ft. Madison; E. H. Hazen, Davenport; J. P. Gruell, 
Oskaloosa; J. W. Smith, Charles City; J. J. Saville, Sioux City; O. B. 
Thompson, Atlantic; J. Thomas, Dubuque. 


1874 
The State Society met for its twenty-fourth session in Des Moines, 


January 29, 1874, with President, Dr. Wm. S. Robertson in the chair. 
The president delivered ‘‘an excellent address’’, which referred ‘‘to the 





“Fifty years later Dr. Field addressed the Iowa State Medical Society in 
session in Des Moines, and referred to the great progress in all branches 
of medicine during his lifetime of ninety-four years. 
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general health throughout the State as usually good, with an absence during 
the past year of cholera, spinal meningitis and other serious epidemics’’; ‘‘to 
the importance of City, County and District medical organizations’’, ‘‘to 
changes in the mode of therapeutics during the last thirty years’’; and 
finally ‘‘an earnest appeal for the idiotic and feeble-minded children of 
Iowa, and for the establishment by the State of an asylum for their 
‘care and education’’. 

Resolutions were adopted in tribute to the memory of two prominent 
members, who had died during the year: Dr. William Vogt of Iowa, City, 
and Dr. J. F. Henry of Burlington, the latter a charter member and 
president of the Society in 1862. 


The officers elected at this meeting were: 

President, Dr. H. T. Cleaver, Keokuk (Pres. in 1864); Ist. Vice 
Pres:, Dr. J. G. House, Independence; 2nd Vice Pres., Dr. J. G. 
Caldwell, Adel; Treasurer, Dr. J. W. Gustine, Panora; Secretary, Dr. 
S. B. Thrall, Ottumwa; Asst. Secy., Dr. J. F. Kennedy, Des Moines; 
Trustees: 1st. District, Dr. A. M. Carpenter, Keokuk; 2nd. District, 
Dr. J. J. Thomson, Davenport; 3rd. District, Dr. N. A. Drake, Ossian; 
4th. District, Dr. A. A. Noyes, Mason City; 5th. District, Dr. EK. F. 
Clapp, owa City; Gth. District, Dr. J.-P. Gruell, Oskaloosa; 7th. 
District, Dr. C. H. Rawson, Des Moines. 


1875 

The twenty-fifth session of the State Society was held in Des Moines, 
June 26, 1875. As the president, Dr. H. T. Cleaver of Keokuk was absent, 
the first vice-president Dr. J. G. House of Independence called the society 
to order, and continued as acting president during the annual meeting. 

A telegram of greetings had been received from the New Jersey State 
Medical Society, assembled for their 109th session, it was moved by Dr. 
Wm. Watson that the following telegram of greetings be sent: 

‘<The Iowa State Medical Society now in its twenty-third* annual 
session sends fraternal greetings to our oldest medical society. In the 
deliberations of age there is wisdom, in the energy of youth is 
progress. We hope to live to celebrate our Centennial’’. 

Dr. A. P. McCullough offered the following resolution which was adopted: 

‘‘Whereas, a century ago, a new era began in the growth and 
diffusion of medical science, in which development we believe Iowa 
has kept pace with any of her sister states, therefore 

Resolved, that the President of the Iowa State Medical Society is 
hereby authorized to appoint a committee of five members to prepare 
and present to the centennial meeting a history of the science of 
medicine of the State of Iowa.’’t 

The president-elect, Doctor Peck later appointed as said committee, 
Drs. J. Williamson, Middleton, McCullough, Thrall and Fairchild. 

At this session the first woman physician was admitted to membership 
in the State Medical Society, Doctress Delia 8. Irish of Davenport. 

At this meeting also a paper was presented by Dr. Wm. Watson of 
Dubuque on ‘‘Women Physicians and Their Education’’, ‘‘which elicited 
a very interesting discussion’’. 

The first paper on ‘‘Diabetes Mellitus’? was presented at this session 
by Dr. George Warne of Independence. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

‘‘That a committee of three be appointed to draft and present 
for consideration at the next meeting, a bill creating a State Board 


of Health in Iowa.’’ 





a 


*Organization meeting 1850 and two years Civil War 1862-3 are omitted 


in this estimate. 
tMedicine in Iowa, From its early settlement of 1876; D. S. Fairchild, 


M.D., Clinton, 
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Dr. Blanchard offered the following resolution which was adopted: _ 
‘‘That this Society recognize the necessity of a preliminary education 
as a preparation for the study of the science of medicine and surgery, 
and request the respective medical colleges of the State to fix the 
standard of admission to medical schools on a par with that required — 
‘to enter the literary department of the State University’’. 
The following officers were elected: 
President, Dr. W. F. Peck, Davenport; 1st Vice-Pres., Dr. Henry 
Ristine, Cedar Rapids; 2nd Vice-Pres., Dr. H. Osborn, Treas., Dr. J. W. 
Gustine, Panora; Secy., Dr. S. B. Thrall, Ottumwa; Asst. Secy., Dr. 
J. F, Kennedy, Des Moines. 


1876 

The State Society met for its twenty-sixth session in Des Moines, 
January 26, 1876, with President W. F. Peck of Davenport presiding. The 
attendance in members and guests was the largest in the history of the 
Society, a total of 85 physicians. 

Dr. Walter Hay of Chicago was introduced by Dr. Peck as a delegate 
from the Illinois State Medical Society. 

The address of the president, recognizing that this as Centennial year, 
was devoted largely to the progress of medicine and surgery during the 
century since the signing of the Declaration of Independence. He called 
attention to the fact, that five signers of this historic document were 
physicians. Reference was made to the marked increase in the number of 
medical societies and medical schools during the hundred years. He urged 
that special efforts be made in medical research and investigation, and in 
that connection offered a prize of one hundred dollars for an approved 
essay on original research. It reads like a masterful address, indicating a 
broad viewpoint of the entire field of medicine. Doctor Peck was then in 
his thirty-fifth year, the youngest president to serve in that position. 

A resolution was adopted reaffirming the action of the Society, the 
previous year, that a State Board of Health be established, and also a 
State Institution for the Care of Feeble-minded children. 

Dr. J. W. Smith read a report on ‘‘Medical Schools and their Relation 
to the Profession.’’ The report was received and referred. 

As pertinent to the subject, Dr. S. B. Thrall’ offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted without discussion by a vote yeas 29, nays 25. 


‘‘Whereas, The education of the people, that they may be intelligent 
electors, is the best safeguard of our free government, we therefore 
believe it the duty of the people to support our Common Schools and 
our State University by public tax and appropriations of public funds; 
we do not believe it to be a duty, or good policy, because not in 
accord with our free form of government to appropriate public moneys 
or by taxation to educate men for professions, either of law, medicine 
or theology. Especially do we, the members of the Iowa State Medical 
Society, believe that the appropriation of public funds for the support 
of any medical school is a fruitful source of discord and never ending 
strife. The large majority of the regular physicians of Iowa have 
never asked, and do not now ask for such appropriations: therefore: 


Resolved, That the Iowa State Medical Society say now to the people 
of Iowa and their law makers, that they are not in favor of appropriat- 
ing money to any medical school.’’ 

Highteen members were elected as delegates to the American Medical 
Association meeting in Philadelphia in July 1876. Delegates were also 
chosen to the International Medical Congress meeting: in Philadelphia, 
Sept. 4-9, 1876 as follows: Drs. J. C. Hughes, J. W. Smith, A. G. Field, 
S. B. Thrall, Wm. Watson, E. W. Clark, P. J. Farnsworth, D. 8. Fairchild, 
and J. M. Emmert. 

During the progress of the election of officers, Dr. J. C. Hughes had 
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brought in and exhibited a plaster cast of the body of a female, showing 
the heart upon the right side, the liver upon the left, the spleen upon 
the right; the specimen was examined with much interest and curiosity 
as a rare and singular transposition of the natural position of those organs. 
The following officers were elected: 
President, Dr. H. C. Bulis, Decorah; Ist Vice Pres., Dr. H. Ristine, 
Cedar Rapids; 2nd Vice Pres., Dr. 8. B. Chase, Osage; Treasurer, Dr. 
J. W. Gustine, Panora; Secretary, Dr. 8. B. Thrall, Ottumwa; Asst. 
Secy., Dr. J. F. Kennedy, Des Moines. 


1877 

The twenty-seventh session of the State Society met in Cedar Rapids, 
May 29, 1877, with President H. C. Bulis of Decorah, in the chair. It 
was again a large attendance; 52 regular members, 51 delegates from 
district and special societies, and 30 members by invitation, or a total of 
133 members, 

The president’s address was largely devoted to progress in medical 
education. His reference to the tendency to specialism in medicine is 
interesting: ‘‘Among the younger members of the profession, and recent 
graduates, it is particularly noticeable’’. ‘‘The opinion is becoming quite 
too prevalent that specialism is the only royal road to wealth, position and 
fame; that the general practitioner is but a satellite to the specialist, 
shining only in his reflected -light, and entitled to consideration 
just in proportion as he confines his efforts to the development 
of a single idea. It is unpleasant to contemplate the possible consequences 
of this growing tendency to confine the mind within such narrow limits, 
while the whole domain of science is open to investigation’’. ‘Nor is it 
true that specialism is a more certain passport to public favor, and its 
attendant benefits, than the general practice.’’ ‘‘To obtain distinction as 
a specialist necessitates that thorough knowledge of medicine in all its 
departments which can only be acquired by years of active practice as a 
general practitioner, and other things being equal, he will be the most 
successful specialist who has served the most faithfully in the daily routine 
of professional duty’’. 

His closing words express well the theme of his address..... "In con- 
clusion, gentlemen, a high degree of professional excellence is more to be 
desired than great wealth or loud popular esteem’’. 

This was the first session at which a contest developed in the election 
of president of the Society. The Committee on Nominations submitted the 
name of Dr. D. Schofield of Washington, but when it came to a vote on 
the report of the Committee, Dr. Watson proposed as a substitute motion, 
that an informal ballot be taken which prevailed; the result of the ballot 
was H. Ristine 50 votes, D. Schofield 46 votes, and Wm. Watson 2 votes. 
On the first formal ballot H. Ristine of Cedar Rapids received a majority 
of the votes cast, and was declared duly elected. 

The other offirers elected were: 

Ist Vice-Pres., Dr. John W. Gustine, Carroll; 2nd Vice-Pres., Dr. 
L. P. Fitch, Charles City; Secretary, Dr. J. F. Kennedy, Des Moines; 
Asst. Secy., Dr. Geo. O. Morgridge, West Liberty; Treasurer, Dr. G. R. 
Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 3 


1878 
The State Society met for its twenty-eighth annual session in Des 


Moines, January 30, 1878, with President Dr. H. Ristine of Cedar Rapids 
in the chair. 

The president presented his address on ‘‘The Medical Profession, the 
Conservators of Health’’. It was an interesting and practical discussion, 
‘‘relating the advances in medicine to a better conservation of health, and 
thus increasing public confidence in our profession and its power of 
usefulness’’, 
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A number of interesting papers were presented: ‘‘Electricity and its 
therapeutic application’? by Dr. J. A. Blanchard, Des Moines; ‘‘The 
‘Thermometer in Diagnosis’? by Dr. 8S. B. Chase of Osage; Drs. Watson, 
McClure and Hay of Dubuque gave an interesting report of the autopsy 
examination of the brain of Dr. J. W. Finley* of Dubuque. It was 
evidently an advanced condition of cerebral arterio sclerosis. 

A resolution was offered by Dr. P. J. Farnsworth of Clinton relative to 
members of the Society acting as contract physicians, and deprecating the 
practice. Referred to a committee for study. 

Dr. S. B. Thrall of Ottumwa again offered a resolution to re-affirm 
the action of the Society taken two and four years previously, disapproving 
the appropriation of State funds for medical schools. A motion to table 
was lost, and after discussion it was adopted. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year were: 


President, Dr. A. M. Carpenter, Keokuk; 1st Vice-Pres., Dr. D. W. 
Crouse, Waterloo; 2nd Vice-Pres., Dr. G. W. Carter, Marshalltown; 
Secy., Dr. J. F. Kennedy, Des Moines; Asst. Secy., Dr. W. W. Grant, 
Davenport; Treasurer, Dr. G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 

It is interesting to note that the treasurer’s report showed a balance of 
$980.42. 

The meeting adjourned to meet at Davenport the last Wednesday of 
May 1879. 


1879 

The Society met at Davenport, June 3, 4, 5, 1879, for the twenty-ninth 
session with Dr. A. M. Carpenter of Keokuk in the chair. The President’s 
address on ‘‘Our Duties to the Public’? was a strong argument for a 
State Board of Health, and the necessity of sanitary legislation. 

A telegraphic greeting having been sent to the Wisconsin State Medical 
Association meeting in annual session at Milwaukee, the following answer 
was received: 


‘“The Wisconsin State Medical Association assembled in their 31st 
annual session acknowledges and reciprocates the cordial greetings of the 
Iowa State Medical Society, and congratulates it upon its honorable 
record and advanced position in medical science. Nicholas Senn, Presi- 
dent.7? 

The Committee on the State Board of Health matter reported that the 
last legislature had failed to approve the Bill, but that it might succeed 
the next time. 

Dr. Gershom H. Hill of Independence appears for the first time on the 
State Society program, with a paper on ‘‘The Location, Nomenclature, and 
Functions of the Cerebral Convolutions’’. 

Dr. George M. Staples of Dubuque made an interesting report of the 
successful tapping of the pericardium. 

An enjoyable feature of the session was the afternoon excursion to the 
Rock Island Arsenal, being received by Colonel Flagler and his staff, 
visiting the shops, water power and hospital, and the Confederate and 
Union cemeteries. All were delighted with the beauty of the Island and 
the extent of the Government works. 

Superintendent Kinball of the C. R. I. & P. Railway Company had placed 
at the disposal of the Society a special train of passenger coaches to 
convey the members to the Island and return. 

The report of the Committee consisting of Drs. J. F. Kennedy, A. G. 
Field and G. P. Hanawalt, instructed to procure a seal for the Society, 
had adopted a plain seal containing the name of the Society with the date 
of its organization. This was approved. 





_ “Dr. Finley left bequest in his will for the founding of the Finley 
Hospital, Dubuque. 
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The following officers were elected: 

President, Geo. P. Hanawalt, Des Moines; 1st Vice Pres., A. W. 
McClure, Mt. Pleasant; 2nd Vice Pres., D. Schofield, Washington; 
Secy., J. F. Kennedy, Des Moines; Asst. Secy., Geo. W. Tibbits, Des 
Moines; Treasurer, G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids; Trustees: Drs: J. C. 
Stone, Washington; H. M. Dean, Muscatine; B. McCluer, Dubuque; 
J. W. Smith, Charles City; J. W. Mitchell, Knoxville; W. G. Gibbon, 
Chariton; J. M. Emmert, Atlantic; J. M. Knott, Sioux City; E. F. 
Clapp, Iowa City. 


1880 . 

The thirtieth session of the Society convened in Des Moines, January 27, 
1880, for a three day session, with Dr. George P. Hanawalt of Des 
Moines presiding. 

The president’s address entitled ‘‘Legal Status of the Physician, as it is’’, 
was an able discussion of the licensing procedure of physicians, and the 
_ Status of the expert witness ‘‘who is and who should be a physician’’. 

The committee comprising Dr. W. E. Robinson, Chairman, Drs. G. M. 
Staples and 8. B. Thrall, reported progress on formulating a bill creating 
a State Board of Health and Medical Examiners. This had been approved by 
the State Homeopathic Society. It was hoped that favorable action would 
be taken by the present legislature.* 

A committee to whom was referred that part of the Secretary’s report 
relating to greater care in admitting members, recommended that the 
Constitution be amended to require local societies seeking representation in 
the State Society, demand of each applicant for membership, documentary 
evidence of graduation at some medical college recognized by the A.M.A. 

At this session, a Section of Microscopy, was temporarily organized, with 
the following officers present: J. J. M. Angear, M.D., Fort Madison and 
Dr. W. D. Middleton, M.D., Davenport Secretary. 

A petition was presented requesting the General Assembly to prohibit 
the sale of intoxicating drinks, including also wine and beer, at the State, 
District and County fairs, and that the officers of the Society sign it 
in their official capacity. After a tabling motion was lost, it was adopted. 

At the meeting, a paper was read by Dr. J. Williamson of Ottumwa 
on ‘‘Ovariotomy by Enucleation’’, with remarks on the value of ‘‘anti- 
septics’’? in the after treatment. 

The following officers were elected: 

President, S. B. Chase, Osage; 1st Vice-Pres., T. J. Caldwell, Adel; 

2nd Vice-Pres., L. J. Alleman, Boone; Secretary, J. F. Kennedy, Des 

Moines; Asst. Secy., M. H. Waples, Dubuque; Treasurer, G. R. 
Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 


1881 
The State Society held its thirty-first annual session at Dubuque, 


May 2, 26, 1881 with President S. B. Chase of Osage in the chair. It was 
stated that the last meeting in Dubuque was in 1860, and that only five 
members remained who had attended that session. 

The address of the President was an interesting review of medical 
progress particularly in abdominal surgery, and referring also to the recent 
establishment of the State Board of Health. 

Dr. Wm. S. Robertson, first president of the State Board of Health, 
addressed the Society, relative to the Board and urged upon the members 
a livelier interest in sanitary matters and hearty cooperation in the work 
of the Board. 

Two amendments to the Constitution, Article VI were proposed: 

1. ‘This Society shall hold its meetings on the third Wednesday 


*This proved correct. The Act was signed by Governor Gear, and the 
first State Board of Health was commissioned March 26, 1880. 
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of May in each year, except when the session of the American Medical 
Association includes this date; then the president shall name the day, 
which shall be within two weeks of the third Wednesday in May, 
and the Secretary shall give not less than thirty days notice of such 
change.’’ 

2. ‘*The regular sessions of the Society shall be held annually in 
Des Moines. ’’ 

Note. At the next annual meeting the first amendment was approved, 
but the second was rejected. 
A further amendment to Article IX was offered: ; 

‘That the following standing committeess on medicine and surgery, 
composed of three members each, shall be organized at each annual 
meeting, whose duties shall be to receive all papers contributed to the 
Society on subjects connected with their chairs, and that, before any 
paper is ready, it shall have the recommendation of the Committee 
and be handed to the Committee on Arrangements’’. 

Committees on Medicine; Surgery; Obstetrics and Gynecology; Ophthal- 

mology; Otology, etec.; Materia Medica and Hygiene. 
Note. This was approved at the 1882 session. 
The report of the Treasurer indicated a balance of $1259.60, 
The officers elected were: 

President, T. J. Galdwell, Adel; 1st Vice Pres.,"D. Schofield, 
Washington; 2nd Vice Pres.. M. H. Waples, Dubuque; Secy., J. F. 
Kennedy, Des Moines; Asst. Secy., L. C. Swift, Des Moines; Treasurer, 
G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids; Trustees, to serve three years: Third 
District, Dr. Wm. Watson, Dubuque; Seventh District, C. H. Rawson, 
Des Moines; Ninth District, B. A. Guyton, Sioux City. 


1882 
The State Society met for its thirty-second session at Des Moines, 


January 25, 26, 27, 1882, with President T. J. Caldwell of Adel in the 
chair. The Secretary reported that 175 members were registered. 

The president’s address was a well prepared discussion of the present 
status of preventive medicine. 

Resolutions were adopted on the death of Dr. J. C. Hughes of Keokuk 
on August 10, 1881. Special tribute was accorded for his long active 
service in the Society, being one of its earliest members, and serving twice 
as president in 1857 and 1866; his leadership in the field of surgery, and 
medical education, as Dean of the Faculty and professor of surgery in the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Keokuk. It is noteworthy that these 
resolutions were prepared and presented by Dr. W. F. Peck, professor of 
surgery and Dean of the Medical Faculty Medical Department, State 
University of Iowa. 

The following officers were elected: 

President, D. Schofield, Washington; 1st Vice Pres., S. E. Robinson, 

West Union; 2nd Vice Pres., H. L. Getz, Marshalltown; Secretary, 

J. F. Kennedy, Des Moines; Asst. Secy., Donald Macrae, Council 

Bluffs; Treasurer, G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids; Trustees for three 

years: Second District, A. J. Hobart, Clinton; Sixth District, J. C. Hinsey, 
Ottumwa; Eighth District, J. D. Holmes, Audubon. 

Forty-one delegates were selected for the meeting of the American 
Medical Association to be held in St. Paul, June 6-9, 1882. 

The next meeting to be held in Council Bluffs. 


1883 

The Society met for its thirty-third session at Council Bluffs May 16, 
17, 1883, with President D. Schofield of Washington in the chair. 

The president’s address urged greater care in the admission of members, 
more careful preparation of papers to be presented before the Society, 
better care of State insane, and a revision upward of the fee for life 
insurance examinations. 
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Dr. A. S. von Mansfelde, Secretary of the Nebraska State Medical 
Society was recognized as a guest and invited member. 

Dr. Wm. 8. Robertson of Muscatine read a paper presenting the cause 
of the Army Medical Museum and Laboratory and urged the Society to 
protest against merging the same with the Congressional Library. <A 
committee was appointed to present the matter to Congress. 

Dr. G. H. Hill of Independence presented an interesting paper on 
‘* “What ought we to do with the incurable insane in Iowa’ ’’. Dr. W. S. 
Robertson of Muscatine presented ‘‘a very able paper on Sanitary Science 
and Preventive Medicine’’. 

The following officers were elected: 

President, S. E. Robinson, West Union; 1st Vice Pres., H. C. 
Huntsman, Oskaloosa; 2nd Vice Pres., D. W. Crouse, Waterloo; 
Secretary, A. A. Deering, Boone; Asst. Secy., A. C. Simonton, Des 
Moines; Treasurer, G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids; Trustees: J. D. Miles, 
Washington; D. S. Fairchild, Ames; J. H. Wilson, Creston. 


1884 

The thirty-fourth session of the State Society was held at Des Moines, 
May 21, 22, 23, 1884, with President S. E. Robinson of West Union in 
the chair. The address of the president was an interesting discussion of the 
social and ethical conditions of the medical profession of Iowa, and it urged 
the members to take a greater interest in local and civic activities and 
specially in legislation concerned with public health and practice of medicine. 

Dr. Thomas B. Siveter of Salem (president 1856 and 1858) now 85 years 
of age, was recognized and invited to sit on the platform with President 
Robinson, and elected a member by invitation. Later in the session he 
reported a case of congenital malformation. 

The most interesting contribution to the program of this session was 
the report by Dr. M. G. Sloan of Dexter of a case of ‘‘acute peri- 
typhlitis.’’ The principal clinical facts cited were: ‘‘Male, 25 years, first 
seen May 12, 1883, previous good health. Onset severe pain right inguinal 
region, fever, with palpable deep seated fluctuating tumor, evident result 
of perityphlitic inflammation’’. ‘‘Treatment, rest, local hot fomentations, 
morphine to relieve pain. Three days later removed %4 ounce of pus by 
aspiration, and each morning following ‘‘removed by aspiration 6 to 12 
ounces of thick pus with decidedly fecal odor’’. ‘‘Eleven days later seen 
by Dr. Hanawalt of Des Moines in consultation, who advised incision’ by 
the side of aspirator needle; at first no pus appeared, but 48 hours later 
an abundant discharge of pus which gradually lost its fecal odor’’. ‘With 
the discharge appeared ‘a white hog’s bristle’ two inches in length which 
was probably swallowed by the patient and passed into the vermiform 
appendix and created irritation resulting in peri-typhlitis’’. ‘‘On May 31st, 
symptoms of general tympanitis, and death occurred on June 5, 9:30 A.M., 
1883, 26 days after onset of illness’’. ‘‘An autopsy on June 6th revealed 
acute general peritonitis with extensive adhesions and abscess cavity about 
appendix vermiformis’’.* 

The author expresses the regret ‘‘that an incision was not made earlier, 
and hopes the narration of this case will enlist greater interest in such 
cases and their management.?’’ 

The following officers were elected: 

President, H. C. Huntsman, Oskaloosa; Ist Vice Pres., H. B. Ransom, 
Burlington; 2nd Vice Pres. C. ©. Griffin, Vinton; Secretary, A. A. 
Deering, Boone; Asst. Secy., Geo. E. Crawford, Cedar Rapids; 
Treasurer, G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 


*This is evidently the first published report of a case of ‘‘acute 
appendicitis’? with perforation abscess formation, and general acute 
peritonitis. Reginald H. Fitz, M.D., Boston, first described pathology of 
vermiform appendix and named the disease appendicitis in 1886. 
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1885 : 
The Society met for its thirty-fifth session in Cedar Rapids, May 20, 


21, 22, 1885, with President, Dr. H. C. Huntsman of Oskaloosa in the 
chair. The Secretary reported that 176 delegates were present. : 

President Huntsman in his address drew a contrast between the practice 
of medicine when he came to Polk county in 1851, and the present. ‘‘We 
meet today in this busy mart, with her beautiful streets and avenues — a 
city rich in her social and commercial advantages, her elegant homes and 
cultured citizens — situated on the banks of a beautiful river, where only 
the red man dwelt but a few decades since’’. ‘‘How blessed in contrast, 
is our position with that of the pioneer days of the medical profession of 
Iowa! Then, long rides over desolate prairies, sloughs, and corduroy 
bridges — when pill-bags stocked with calomel, whiskey and the lancet 
held dominion. Sacrifice was graven with a pen of iron upon the life of 
the young practitioner, laying the foundation of his future fortune in 
these then western wilds. But now, I say it with generous elation, our 
profession has kept pace with the marvelous growth of our State. I need 
scarcely allude to our well-built cities, elegant homes, the advantages of 
travel, and marvelous facilities for transmission of thought or refer to 
our medical literature and medical colleges and expanded materia medica, 
embracing in its therapeutics remedies of almost miraculous power. I fully 
believe that our profession will keep pace with the speed of modern 
improvement, and I know of no more useful member of society than a 
well-rounded educated physician, exemplifying the time-honored maxim, 
‘Mens sana in corpore sano’ ’’, 


The remainder of his address is devoted to ‘‘the attitude of the State 
of Iowa toward the liquor traffic’’, and ‘‘an appeal to the medical 
profession to support this fearless young State in its gigantic struggle with 
a social disease that honeycombs society’’. He urged ‘‘that intoxicants for 
medical purposes should only be sold by registered pharmacists upon the 
prescription of registered physicians’’, and that ‘‘the medical profession 
should endeavor to reduce the use of intoxicants in the practice to a 
minimum’’. He quotes many leading medical authorities in support of his 
views. His closing words ‘‘At this crisis the medical profession of Iowa 
ought not to stand as a quasi-ally of the liquor traffic. O, Medicine, how 
many crimes have been committed in thy name! Under the garb of medicine 
the liquor traffic is seeking to retain its ascendancy in our State. This is 
its last ditch’’. ‘‘We move in a circle in which true dignity ought to be 
maintained, and there should be on our part an avoidance of everything 
that should lessen its excellence’’, 

It will be interesting to present the report of the Committee on the 
President’s address: ‘‘Your committee begs leave to report that the 
address is one that commends itself to the approbation of this Society in 
its moral and humanitarian aspect, but would respectfully submit that the 
question as to the place which alcohol is to hold as a therapeutic agent is 
one to be decided by the experience of the profession, always bearing in 
mind its baneful effects when not prudently administered’’. 

At this meeting a committee was appointed ‘‘to draft a bill for an Act 
to regulate the practice of medicine, surgery, obstetrics and their allied 
branches in the State of Iowa’’. 

A paper was presented by Dr. G. F. Jenkins of Keokuk on ‘‘Contagious- 
ness, Treatment and Prophylaxis of Scarlatina’’. He quoted from authorities 
as far back as 1868, regarding ‘‘the contagiousness of the disease by direct 
contact’’. He cited instances from. his practice of ‘‘infection by clothing, 
from other members of the family’’; ‘‘one case where the brother had 
died two years before’’; that, ‘‘contagion occurred during entire period 
of desquamation’’, That, ‘‘the disease was caused by a specific germ”’, 
and ‘‘does not originate spontaneously’’. 

He recommended ‘‘complete and absolute isolation of the patient, in a 


é 
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properly ventilated room’’, and ‘‘a solution of bi-chloride or antisepic 
gargle for the mouth and throat’’. “‘If such prophylaxis was rigidly adhered 
to, scarlet fever would soon be a thing of the past’’. 

These. views and recommendations were vigorously opposed by some of 
the leading physicians present. 

Another significant report was that on Microscopy by Dr. D. S. 
Fairchild, which concluded as follows: ‘While our knowledge of the exact 
relation, which micro-organisms bear to disease is extremely limited, yet 
it is in this direction that we must look for light, which shall in the 
future clear up the many mysteries that now surround infectious forms 
of diseases’’. 

The following officers were elected: 

President, D. W. Crouse, Waterloo; 1st Vice Pres., A. W. McClure, 
Mt. Pleasant; 2nd Vice Pres. A. L. Wright, Carroll; Secy., J. F. 
Kennedy, Des Moines; Asst. Secy., L. C. Swift, Des Moines; Treasurer, 
G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 
1886 

The thirty-sixth session of the State Society was held in Des Moines, 
May 19, 20, 21, 1886, with President Dr. D. W. Crouse of Waterloo in 
the chair. The address of the President was a ‘*thoughtful and scholarly 
presentation of existing conditions in the State’’,—‘‘of the need of greater 
care in training of boys and girls in matters of health’’, and ‘‘he eon- 
gratulates the profession on the adoption of a Medical Practice Act.?? 

A cablegram was read from Dr. W. F. Peck, Naples, Italy: ‘‘Far but 
near, pleasant, profitable session’’. 

Dr. A. B. Palmer, Dean of the College of Medicine, State University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, was introduced to the Society, and he presented a 
brief address on medical education. He was also a delegate from the Michigan 
State Medical Society. Dr. Woods Hutchinson, Des Moines, gave an outline 
of his address on ‘‘Health Insurance, or our Financial Relation to the 
Public’’, to be presented before the Section on Public Health, American 
Medical Association in June 1886.* 

Dr. A. G. Field, as chairman of the Section on Microscopy, reported on 
‘*The Microscope in Medicine’’, ‘‘with excellent illustrations’’. The 
Doctor ‘‘was unanimously tendered a vote of thanks for his able and 
interesting paper’’. 

The Society ‘‘endorsed the action of the American Medical Association 
in relation to its action supporting the International Medical Congress to 
be held in Washington, D. C., in 18877’. 

The report of the Committee on Medical Education was received and 
adopted. It was presented in the form of a resolution, and recommended 
that, 

a. ‘‘More strict observance be made of the nominal qualification of 
many medical schools’’, 

b. ‘‘The standard of medical education be elevated’’, 

c. “Every student to have a good preliminary education’ ’, 

d. ‘“The time of study to be extended to four years, and that the 
course should contain more clinical and experimental work’’, and 

e. ‘*The standard for graduation should be higher, and the methods 
of the final examination mere thorough, and that those schools 
which do not adhere strictly to their printed entrance and gradua- 
tion requirements, be looked upon with disfavor by this Society and 
-as unworthy of their support’’. 

The following officers were elected at this session: 

President, A. W. McClure, Mt. Pleasant; 1st Vice Pree la eC, 
Hinsey, Ottumwa; 2nd Vice Pres., D. S. Fairchild, Clinton; Secretary, 
S. S. Lytle, Iowa City; Asst. Secy., John P. Savage, Sioux City; 
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Treasurer, G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 
The president, Dr. A. W. McClure, appointed the following chairmen of 
Sections for the ensuing year: 

Practice of Medicine, W. D. Middleton, Davenport; Surgery, Donald 
Macrae, Council Bluffs; Obstetrics & Gynecology, J. A. Scroggs, 
Keokuk; Materia Medica, H. L. Getz, Marshalltown; Ophthalmology & 
Otology, H. B. Young, Burlington; Microscopy, D. 8. Fairchild, Clinton; 
State Medicine & Hygiene, John P. Savage, Sioux City. 


1887 

The Society met for its thirty-seventh session in Sioux City, May 18, 
19, 20, 1887, with President A. W. McClure of Mt. Pleasant in the chair. 

A communication was read from the druggists of Sioux City, extending 
a cordial invitation to the members of the State Society and to visit 
their establishments while in the city. 

The president in his address urged that the members ‘‘give more atten- 
tion to nervous and mental diseases, and the department of State Medicine 
and Public Hygiene.’’ 

Resolutions were adopted on the death of two former presidents of the 
Society: Dr. H. C. Huntsman, Oskaloosa, president 1885, died January 14, 
1887; and Dr. W. S. Robertson, president 1874, died January 20, 1887. 

Dr. D. 8. Fairchild of Clinton presented a paper on Addison’s Disease, 
and also made a_ report on the bacteriology of tuberculosis, ‘‘ with 
microscopic demonstrations of the tubercle bacillus’’. 

The Society approved an appropriation of $200 for the support of the 
International Medical Congress, to be held in Washington, D. C. in 
September 1887. 

The Secretary stated that Dr. P. J. Farnsworth of Clinton expected to 
be in Europe this summer, during the time of the next annual session of 
the British Medical Association, and a motion was made that he be made a 
delegate to this meeting. Carried. 

The following officers were elected: 


President, J. C. Hinsey, Ottumwa; 1st Vice Pres., Donald Macrae, 


Council Bluffs; 2nd Vice Pres., J. C. Shrader, Iowa City; Secretary, 
S. 8. Lytle, Iowa City; Asst. Secy., A, J. Crawford, Des Moines; 
Treas., G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 


1888 

The thirty-eighth session of the Society was held in Des Moines, May 16, 
17, 18, 1888, with president Dr. J. C. Hinsey of Ottumwa in the chair. 

The president’s address expressed concern over the increasing number 
of charlatans and irregular practitioners in Iowa, and recommended the 
appointment of a Committee to devise a general plan for the enforcement 
of penalties for the violation of the Medical Practice Act. He was equally 
concerned about the ‘‘increase in the number of medical colleges throughout 
the country, especially in the West’’ as being derogatory to the dignity 
and high standing of the profession and its future welfare. 

Dr. A. G. Field of Des Moines gave a paper on the ‘‘Germ Theory’’, 
‘<illustrating the methods of cultivating germs with projection by magic 
lantern’’. Dr. Field received a vote of thanks from the Society for his 
demonstration. 

Dr. L. W. Littig presented a paper on ‘‘ Disinfection of the Physician’s 
Hands’’, which brought forth a prolonged discussion. 

Dr. Margaret A. Cleaves of Des Moines spoke on ‘‘The Treatment of 
Uterine Fibroids by Electrolysis’’. 

The most unusual paper presented at this session was that by Dr. Geo. 
F. Jenkins of Keokuk, who reported a case of recurrent ascites extending 
over a period of six years. The patient a married woman of 66 years, 
was well until 1880, when an illness of two months duration, beginning as 
a severe abdominal pain in the’ right hypochrondrum’ with 
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fever and jaundice, was followed by ascites in 1881. When the ascites 
developed, a diagnosis of cirrhosis of the liver was made. The ascites con- 
tinued in spite of the use of diaphoretics, diuretics and hydrogague 
cathartics, and paracentesis became necessary. At the first tapping 43 pints 
of fluid were removed; these were repeated every two weeks- for the first 
year, and then every six weeks. During six years the patient was tapped 
117 times, and approximately 4000 pounds of fluid removed. The patient 
at last report was improving. The final diagnosis proposed was hepatic 
cirrhosis with multiple serositis. 
The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, Donald Macrae, Council Bluffs; 1st Vice Pres., Benjamin 
McCluer, Dubuque; 2nd Vice Pres., J. D. McCleary, Indianola; Treas., 
G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids; Secy., 8. 8. Lytle, Iowa City; Asst. 
Secy., C. F. Darnall, West Union. 


1889 

The Society met for its thirty-ninth session in Keokuk, May 15, 16, 17, 
1889, with President Donald Macrae of Council Bluffs in the chair. 

, In the thoughtful address of President Macrae, he used the expression 

‘‘The Art of Medicine is Co-eval With The Race’’. He urged the profession 
to take a more active part in legislation, particularly in ascertaining the 
views of local candidates on medical matters. He deprecated the delay in 
printing the proceedings of the Society, and recommended consideration 
of a Society journal in which the several papers could be published more 
promptly. 

Dr. Lewis Schooler of Des Moines presented an unusual paper on 
‘*Perforating Appendicitis’’, the first paper under that. title given before 
the Society. ‘‘Clinical History: Boy 8 years of age, first seen September 8, 
1888, with symptoms of intestinal obstruction; localized pain in right 
iliac region; fever, rapid pulse, restless; marked tympanitis; a diagnosis 
was made of acute appendicitis and laporatomy advised. September die 
operation — found appendix greatly swollen and inflamed, with perforation 
in middle portion; wound closed with drainage tube; complete recovery.’’ 

The essayist described the different types of appendicitis, including a 
chronic form, outlined the symptoms of perforation and advised early 
operation in all cases. 

It is noted that no reference is made to Dr. Reginald H. Fitz who first 
described appendicitis in 1886. 

The following officers were elected: 

President, J. M. Emmert, Atlantic; Ist Vice Pres., Geo. F. Jenkins, 
Keokuk; 2nd Vice Pres. E. F. Clapp, Iowa City; Secretary, C. F. 
Darnall, West Union; Asst. Secy., J. W. Cokenower, Des Moines; 
Treasurer, G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 


1890 

The Society met for its fortieth session in Des Moines, April 16, 17, 18, 
1890, with President Dr. J. M. Emmert of Atlantic in the chair. 

The address of President Emmert was devoted to a comprehensive dis- 
cussion of ‘‘Should persons who have inherited a disease detrimental to 
society and the State be allowed to marry!’’ He considered the problems 
involved in the transmissibility of insanity, syphilis, alcoholism and 
criminality. 

Two visiting physicians from St. Paul were recognized: Drs. Perry HH: 
Millard and J. F. Fulton, the former being the Dean of the Medical 
Faculty, University of Minnesota, who in a brief address expressed the 
hope of a large attendance of Iowa physicians at the meeting in St. Paul 
in June of the American Medical Association. He also hoped the medical 
schools in Iowa would adopt the plan of the Minnesota School in increasing 
the course of study from three years of six months each, to three years 
of eight and a half months each. 
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Among the papers presented at this meeting the following are noted: 
‘<PDiseases of the Thyroid Gland, and Treatment by Electricity’’. Dr. 

Elizabeth Hess, Iowa City. 

‘‘Nature’s Thermo-Barometer or The Condition of the Naso-Pharynx 
as an Index’’. Dr. Woods Hutchinson, Des Moines. 
‘‘Transfusion in Post-Partum MHemorrhage’’. Dr. Lewis Schooler, 

Des Moines. 

‘‘How Shall We Reduce High Temperature’’. Dr. S. W. Morehead, 

Ida Grove. 

‘‘Removal of the Secundines in Abortion’’. Dr. C. E. Ruth, Keokuk. 
‘‘Fibroids of the Uterus’’. Dr. D. W. Crouse, Waterloo. 
The officers elected for the ensuing year were: 

President, Wm. D. Middleton, Davenport; 1st Vice Pres., J. D. 
McCleary, Indianola; 2nd Vice President., J. L. Whitley, Osage; 
Secretary, C. F. Darnall, West Union; Asst. Secy., C. S. Chase, Waterloo; 
Treasurer, G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 

Thirty-four delegates were selected for the meeting of the American 
Medical Association in St. Paul in June. 


1891 

The thirty-first session of the Society was held in Waterloo April 15, 
16, 17, 1891, with President Wm. D. Middleton of Davenport in the chair. 

The scholarly address of the President, Dr. Middleton, portrayed a rare 
concept of the phenomenal progress of medicine in Iowa and throughout 
the world. He related the discovery of Jenner of small-pox vaccination to 
the development by Pasteur of anthrax vaccine and possible application in 
other bacterial diseases. The role of ptomaines as a cause of disease was 
discussed at length. Dr. Middleton made a strong argument for considering 
the County Medical Society as the unit of State and national organization, 
and urged that the State Society publish its own official journal. 

The committee to whom the President’s address was referred, used these 
words: ‘‘The address was able, and it was opportune. It was an evolution 
from the brain of a cautious and profound thinker, and we believe will 
aid the profession in the West to avoid the dangerous shoals of hasty 
generalizations’ ’. 

Dr. Woods Hutchinson of Des Moines presented a paper on ‘‘ Nature 
and Causation of Eezema’’, which outlined its nature as a dermatitis 
expressive of special forms of external irritants, and also due to internal 
causes. 

Note: The fine choice of language and mode of delivery so impressed 
members of the Medical Faculty of the State University who were present, 
that it influenced their decision in appointing Dr. Hutchinson professor 
of anatomy a few months later. 

Dr. I. 8. Bigelow of Dubuque presented a paper on Appendicitis, in 
which he referred to it as a ‘‘logical disease with a definite symptom 
complex’’. He advised against the use of saline laxatives, advised opium 
for the first 24 hours, and then operative treatment. 

An interesting paper was presented by Dr. Oscar Burbank of Waverly 
on ‘‘What Shall we Do to be Saved,’’ being a satire on the prevailing 
method of licensing doctors of medicine in Iowa, citing a number who 
had been licensed without graduation from an approved medical school. 

Note: Dr. Burbank was a graduate of Harvard Medical School 1847, 
Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes being his teacher in anatomy; he witnessed 
the first demonstration of ether anesthesia by Dr. Morton, in the surgical 
clinie of Dr. John Warren, Massachusetts General Hospital, November 1846. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

President, George F. Jenkins, Keokuk; 1st Vice Pres., C. M. Hobby, 

Towa City; 2nd Vice Pres., J. B. Charlton, Clear Lake; Secretary, C. F. 

Darnall, West Union; Asst. Secy., J. W. Cokenower, Des Moines; 

Treasurer, G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 
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Twenty delegates were chosen for the meeting of the American Medical 
Association in Washington, D. C. 


1892 

The forty-second session of the Society was held in Des Moines, May 18, 
19, 20, 1892, with President Dr. George F. Jenkins of Keokuk in the chair. 

Greetings having been received from Pennsylvania and Missouri State 
Medical Societies meeting in annual session at this time, it was moved, 
that the salutations of the Iowa State Society be returned to each of 
these sister organizations. 

The address of the president was devoted largely to the subject of 
inebriety, referring to it ‘‘as a disease and not simply a vice’’. ‘‘Inebriety 
as a disease is more seriously and disastrously affecting the moral and 
civil affairs of the State and Nation than any other disease that comes 
under the notice of the physician’’. Among the etiologic factors he placed 
first heredity, and then diet and bad training in early life. In regard to 
prophylaxis he states, ‘‘A large majority of our temperance workers today 
consider inebriety a vice, hence the only rational treatment they offer is in 
the way of prevention. ‘‘If they can not by their prohibitive measures 
keep an individual from getting drunk, they turn him over to the police 
authorities for punishment’’. In his opinion ‘‘a law recognizing inebriety as 
a disease, and providing treatment (by hospital or sanitoria) would much 
more effectually control the alcohol habit than any that has heretofore 
been enacted’’. 

He expressed personal sorrow, and the loss to the Iowa profession during 
the year of three great leaders and former presidents of the Society: Dr. 
Wee wet ec (i ress) 1870)7 Dr. 8. Bo Chase’ (Pres. 1881); and Dr. J. C. 
Hinsey (Pres. 1888) 

The recommendations of the committee on Worlds Fair (1893) was 
accepted, that the State Medical Society request the Commissioners of Iowa 
to use the sum of $2000 out of the money appropriated by the State, in 
providing and maintaining headquarters for the medical profession of the 
World’s Columbian Exposition. 

Among the papers presented were the following: ‘‘Body Temperature in 
Health and Disease’? by Gershom H. Hill; ‘‘Pathology and Bacteriology 
of Tuberculosis,’’ by M. N. Voldeng; ‘‘Surgery of the Rectum,’’ by Lewis 
Schooler; ‘‘Intestinal Obstruction,’’ by J. R. Guthrie; ‘‘Removal of 
Uterine Appendages for Epilepsy,’’ by C. E. Ruth; ‘‘The Sympathetic 
Nervous System as an Elective Point in Influenza,’? by 'W. T. Eckley; and 
‘¢The Years Progress in Bacteriology’’ was presented by J. B. Engles of 
Meriden, which was a very carefully prepared report on progress up to 
date, showing a good knowledge of the latest literature on the subject. 

Forty-two delegates were chosen for the meeting of the American Medical 
Association in Detroit. 


The following officers were elected: 
President, C. M. Hobby, Iowa City; 1st Vice Pres., Lewis Schooler, 


Des Moines; 2nd Vice Pres., A. L. Wright, Carroll; Secretary, C. S. 
Chase, Waterloo; Asst. Secy., Mary B. Tuttle, Burlington; Treasurer, 
Geo. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 


1893 
The forty-third session of the Society was held at Burlington, May 17, 


18, 19, 1893, with President Dr. C. M. Hobby of Iowa City in the chair. 

The president’s address was ‘‘concerned with the relation of the medical 
profession to the people and the State at large;’’ he stated ‘‘that the duty 
of the profession is solely to the people, its duty to the State is always, 
according to the belief received from the fathers, entirely secondary to its 
duty to the people at large’’. He urged a greater interest in health edu- 
cation. ‘‘The efforts of the scientist must have the intelligent recognition 
of the people, and their earnest cooperation. It is in the diffusion of 
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knowledge amongst the people that will lead us to success in preventive 
medicine’’. He deprecated ‘‘the lack of cooperation on the part of public 
officials in endorsing sanitary regulations.’’ 

The Report on Practice of Medicine, made by Dr. L. W. Littig of Iowa 
City was an interesting survey of progress in therapeutics; he reviewed the 
various opinions on the value of creosote in pulmonary tuberculosis; the 
Brandt method of cold baths in typhoid fever was being greatly modified, 
and by some, regarded as a fallacy. His closing statement is significant. 
‘‘The so-called germ theory has become an established and demonstrated 
fact in a majority of infectious diseases, and the majority is slowly but 
surely growing; all practitioners of medicine are not yet reconciled to it, 
but such men are growing fewer as the ‘light spreads’ ’’. 


The following officers were elected: 

President, Lewis Schooler, Des Moines; 1st Vice Pres., A. L. Wright, 
Carroll; 2nd Vice Pres., H. B. Young, Burlington; Secretary, Cae 
Chase, Waterloo; Asst. Secy., C. E. Currie, Des Moines; ‘Treasurer, 
G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 


1894 

The forty-fourth session of the Society was held in Des Moines, May 16, 
17, 18, 1894, with President Dr. Lewis Schooler of Des Moines in the chair. 

Mayor Isaac L. Hillis of Des Moines extended an ‘‘eloquent’’ welcome to 
the Society, closing with the words, ‘‘As you go hence and plan for future 
gatherings remember that the gates of Des Moines are ever open and be it 
as guest or citizen, a hearty welcome awaits you’’. 

This was followed by an address of welcome on behalf of the local 
profession by Dr. James T. Priestley, ‘‘who facetiously recalled the first 
meeting of the Society in 1868, when the Polk County Medical Society being 
generous and convivially inclined tendered the State Society a banquet, paid 
for by the local society. The next day condemmatory resolutions were adopted, 
censuring the Polk County Medical Society for having frittered away the 
time of the State Society in so frivolously a manner’’; and adding ‘‘ while 
this resolution had become the property of the local society, nevertheless a 
cordial weleome would always await the State Society in the city of Des 
Moines’’. 

The address of the President, Dr. Schooler, expressed his gratification over 
the continued advance in the plan of training physicians by increasing 
the course of study, and the addition of better laboratory facilities, 
particularly in the field of biochemistry, pathology and bacteriology. He 
expressed his concern that more physicians were not becoming associated 
with organized medical societies, stating that with one hundred thousand 
physicians in the United States, less than five thousand belonged to the 
American Medical Association. He commended the advisability of a fixed 
place of meeting for the State Society, but did not mention any particular 
city. 

Dr. Woods Hutchinson read a paper on ‘‘The Physiology of Education’’, 
which excited such an active discussion by twelve members of the Society, 
that when printed covered eleven full pages in the proceedings of the 
session. 

Dr. Charles E. Ruth of Keokuk gave a demonstration before the society 
of the use of the Murphy button in intestinal anastomosis on a dog, and 
reported two clinical cases of its use with recovery. 

Note: This was the first demonstration and report of the use of the 
Murphy button before the State Society. 

The harmony of this session was greatly disturbed by the introduction of 
a resolution by Dr. Donald Macrae of Council Bluffs, seconded by Dr. 
J. W. Cokenower of Des Moines, regarding certain ethical violations on 
the part of the members of the Polk County Medical Society. What 
prompted it, the records do not indicate; the President, Dr. Schooler did 
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not. refer to it in his address, although he is named in the resolution which 
reads: ; 

‘“Whereas, the President of this Society publicly and emphatically 
represents that members of the Polk County. Medical Society, himself 
included, daily violate the Code of Ethies of the A.M.A. by holding 
consultations with irregular and irresponsible practitioners of medicine 
and likewise justified their acts as being agreeable to him and worthy 
of imitation by the profession. 

Resolved, That we the members of the Iowa State Medical Society 
are deeply grieved at the humiliating spectable of our retiring president 
promulgating sentiments which are utterly repugnant to the members 
of the Society and prejudicial to its interest, directly violating the 
principles which we feel it our duty to maintain’’. 

This was referred to the Committee on Ethics, who handled it very diplo- 
matically as their report indicates, 

‘*Your Committee on Ethics would report that the resolution of Dr. 
Macrae referred to them, contains no definite specific charge against 
any member of the State Medical Society, of the violation of the 
Code of Ethics of the American Medical Association or the Constitution 
and By-Laws of the Iowa State Medical Society, therefore under 
Article IX of the By-Laws of this Society, the Committee on Ethics 
are not empowered to take action in this case. But your Committee 
would recommend that the Polk County Medical Society be directed to 
examine into the charges made by Dr. L. Schooler against the members 
of the Polk County Medical Society, previous to the next annual meet- 
ing of the Iowa State Medical Society. 

The Committee 
C. M.- Hobby, J. J. McCarthy, 
J. M. Emmert, Donald Macrae, and 
R. E. Conniff 


It is interesting to note that when a new Committee on Ethics was 
appointed, Dr. Lewis Schooler was named as Chairman. 
The following officers were elected: 

President, A. L. Wright, Carroll; Ist Vice Pres., D. 8S. Fairchild, 
Clinton; 2nd Vice Pres., T. J. Maxwell, Keokuk; Secretary, J. W. 
Cokenower, Des Moines; Asst. Secy., F. E. Sampson, Creston, Treasurer, 
G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 


1895 

The Society assembled for its forty-fifth session in Creston, April 17, 
18,19, 1895. This was the first and only time that the State Society met 
in this city. The President, Dr. A. L. Wright of Carroll was unable to be 
present, and the First Vice President, Dr. D. 8. Fairchild, presided during 
the entire session. 

The subject of diphtheria and its treatment was given a prominent part 
in the discussions of this session. A paper was presented by Dr. Walter L. 
Bierrmg of Iowa City on ‘‘Diphtheria — Modern Treatment, with 
demonstrations of method of preparing antitoxin’’. This described the first 
preparation of diphtheria anti-toxin in this country, aside from that pre- 
pared by the New York City Health Department the year previous. 

It was proposed that the Board of Regents of the State University be 
memorialized to grant an appropriation to enable the preparation of 
diphtheria anti-toxin at Iowa City on a large scale for distribution to the 
physicians of Iowa, but the same was not approved. 

Additional papers on diphtheria were presented by Dr. F. W. Porterfield 
of Atlantic, Dr. A A. Rawson of Corning, and Dr. S. A. Spillman of 
Ottumwa. ‘‘Intubation of the Larynx’’ was presented by Dr. D. W. Smouse 
of Des Moines. ‘‘The ‘‘Bossini Operation for Hernia’’, was presented by 
Dr. W. D. Middleton of Davenport. Dr. F. E. Sampson of Creston presented 
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a paper on ‘‘Management of Ear Gomplientiane in Infectious Diseases’’. 

The Committee on Legislation recommended an amendment to Chapter 104, 
Medical Practice Act, providing for licensing and control of itinerant 
physicians. 

The Committee on Ethics made a report with reference to charges against 
the Polk County Medical Society, by offering the following resolution 
adopted by said Society: 

‘¢That, Whereas, a charge bearing upon the ethical standard of the 
members of this Society, openly made in the session of the State 
Medical Society, has been referred to us for action, be it 

Resolved, That this Society frankly recognizes that the action of 
some of its members have, in the past, fallen below the standard of 
the Code, and expresses its regret for the same, and pledges itself to 
amendment in the future’’. 

Signed, J. B. Hallon, C. E. Stoner, 
President and Secretary, Polk County Medical Sagem 

‘¢And while no additional nor specific allegations have been presented 
us, the Committee recommend that the Polk County Medical Society 
be advised that the profession of the State view with regret that 
evident toleration of irregular and unprofessional conduct upon the 
part of its members, yet, in view of the frank disclaimer and promises 
of amendment on the part of said Polk County Medical Society, there 
appears no further cause of action in this connection. Your Committee 
desires to state that their finding was arrived at without the cooperation 
of the Chairman, Lesis Schooler, who requested to be, and was excused 
from service during its consideration. 

H. B. Young, Secretary, 
Committee on Ethics’’ 

The officers elected at this session were: 

President, D. S. Fairchild, Clinton; 1st Vice Pres., F. 8. Thomas, 
Council Bluffs; 2nd Vice Pres., H. E. W. Barnes, Creston; Secretary, 
J. W. Cokenower, Des Moines; Asst. Secy., E. Luther Stevens, Des 
Moines; Treasurer, G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids; Trustee, W. D. 
Middleton, Davenport. 

Resolutions were adopted expressing appreciation to the local Committee 
on Arrangements, Mayor and citizens, hotels and restaurants and the press, 
for the excellent care and attention accorded the State Medical Society 
during its session in the city of Creston. 


1896 

The Society met for its forty-sixth session in Des Moines April 15, 16, 
17, 1896, with President Dr. D. S. Fairchild of Clinton in the chair. 

The address of welcome was extended by Honorable Sidney A. Foster of 
Des Moines, and the response by Dr. J. M. Emmert of Atlantic. 

The registration indicated 275 members present, and twelve physicians 
by invitation. The distinguished guest Dr. J. M. Baldy of Philadelphia was 
recognized, and asked to take seat on the platform. Dr. A. F. Jonas and 
J. E. Summers, Jr., of Omaha, were elected members by invitation. 

The president’s address presented a comprehensive review of recent pro- 
gress in antiseptic surgery, and the prevention and treatment of infectious 
diseases. He expressed as his belief ‘‘that the duty of the State Society to 
be, to encourage a solidarity of organization, the integral parts of which 
shall be; first, the local society, county or district; second, the State 
Society; third, the national association. 

Among the papers presented at this session were the following: 

‘‘Gunshot Wounds of the Abdomen’’, H. E. W. Barnes, Creston; 
‘“Punctured Wounds of the Abdomen’’, J. E. Summers, Omaha; 
‘‘Tuberculous Peritonitis’’, Wm. Jepson, Sioux City; ‘‘Septic Peri- 
tonitis’’, Lewis Schooler, Des Moines; ‘‘Transitory Albumenuria: Its 
Significance to Life Insurance’’, Geo. F. Jenkins, Keokuk; ‘‘ Diabetes 
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Mellitus’’, C. F. Wahrer, Ft. Madison. 
The following officers were elected: 
President, J. C. Shrader, Iowa City; 1st Vice Pres., Edward Horni- 
brook, Cherokee; 2nd Vice Pres., Edw. L. Baker, Indianola; Secretary, 
J. W. Cokenewor, Des Moines; Asst. Secy., J. W. Cottle, Marshall- 
town; Treasurer, G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 


1897 

The forty-seventh annual session was held in Marshalltown May 19, 20, 
21, 1897, with President John C. Shrader of Iowa City in the chair. The 
attendance as reported by the secretary was 149 permanent members, three 
visitors, and 69 new members, or a total of 221 enrolled. The president’s 
address devoted largely to a discussion of expert testimony and medical 
ethics, was well received. 

Several interesting papers were presented at this meeting. The first 
discussion on x-ray ever presented before the State Medical Society, was 
contained in the paper by Professor Launcelot W. Andrews of the State 
University, on the ‘‘Nature and Manipulation of the Roentgen Rays’’. As 
this was only two years after the discovery of x-rays by Roentgen, it was a 
significant contribution. A vote of thanks was tendered by the Society to 
Professor Andrews for his paper. In the discussion that followed, Dr. 
George R. Skinner of Cedar Rapids, gave some practical experiences with 
the roentgen rays. It is unfortunate that the paper of Professor Andrews 
is not published in the annual transactions, but in a following paper by 
Dr. Cicero M. Hobby of Iowa City on the ‘‘Medical Legal Aspects of the 
Roentgen Ray’’, frequent reference is made to the paper of Professor 
Andrews, stating that it was ably and brilliantly presented, and clearly 
indicated the possibilities and limitations of the x-ray in clinical diagnosis. 
Doctor Hobby pointed out in his paper, that, ‘‘shadows producing the 
skiagraph are subject to the same laws, as shadows as produced by 
ordinary light, and vary with the position, angle of incidence, and magnitude 
of the light’’. A further statement is interesting considering the period, 
‘‘we have also to bear in mind the conditions required for the production 
of this kind of evidence;there are necessary, an expert, expensive apparatus 
and a dark room. Not in the full light of day, as the ancients required 
testimony to be given, but in a room where persons, surroundings and 
apparatus are obscured and changed in appearance, must the evidence be 
taken. Undoubtedly the Courts will recognize that the opportunity for 
manufacturing, concealing and distorting evidence, are much greater under 
such circumstances’’, 

Another significant and historic contribution to the program was con- 
tained in the paper of Dr. W. D. Middleton, Davenport, Professor of 
Surgery, University of Iowa, under the subject ‘‘Curiosities of Surgical 
Pathology’’. Of seven interesting conditions reported, was ‘‘that of a man 
aged 43 years, who was examined in the spring of 1895, complaining of a 
tumor-like swelling on the right side of the neck, producing some hoarseness 
and difficulty in swallowing; about six months following its first appearance 
the mass was removed by operation on Sept. 13 1895, by careful dissection 
after tying the external carotid artery. The pathological report was pre- 
sented by Dr. Bierring, who reported ‘‘a cellular growth, having all the 
histologic characteristics of an endothelioma of the carotid body or gland.’’ 
Tumors of the carotid body were first reported simultaneously in 1891 by 
Marchand of Marburg, and Paltauf of Vienna. Dr. Bierring had studied 
these tumors while a student of Paltauf in Vienna. In a subsequent report 
by Dr. W. W. Keen* of Philadelphia in 1906, reviewing all cases of carotid 
tumors, gives credit to Doctor Middleton as the first American surgeon to 
operate on this particular kind of tumors, as well as the first case reported 
in this country. 


*Keen and Funke, Jour. A.M.A. Vo. 47, p. 496 & 566, 1906. 
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The Committee on Nominations at this session presented two names for 
the office of president; Dr. F. C. Thomas of Council Bluffs, and Dr. 
Edward Hornibrook. After a ballot had been taken Dr. Edward Hornibrook 
received the greatest number of votes and was declared elected for the 
ensuing year. 

The other officers elected were: 

1st Vice Pres., H. Landis Getz, Marshalltown; 2nd Vice Pres., J. R. 
Guthrie, Dubuque; Secretary, James W. Cokenower, Des Moines; Asst. 
Secy., M. N. Voldeng, Des Moines; Treasurer, G. R. Skinner, Cedar 
Rapids. 

This a the first time the State Society met in Marshalltown, and it 
evidently. was a suecessful meeting as indicated by the resolution of 
appreciation adopted by the Society. 


1898 

The forty-eighth annual session of the Society was held in Des Moines, 
May 18, 19, 20, 1898, president Dr. Edward Hornibrook of Cherokee pre- 
siding. The address of welcome was presented by the Honorable John 
MaeViear, Mayor of Des Moines. The response was made by Dr. George F 
Jenkins of Keokuk. ‘‘The able and scholarly address of President Hornibrook 
was well received’’. 

One of the distinguished guests invited for this meeting was Dr. Nathan 
S. Davis, Sr., of Chicago, usually referred to as the ‘‘father of the 
American Medical Association’’. Unfortunately he was unable to be present, 
and his paper ‘‘ Physiological and Therapeutics Effects of Alcohol’’ was 
read by title. The Illinois State Medical Society in session at Galesburg 
sent the following telegram,— 

‘‘The Illinois State Medical Society sends greetings’’. 

The Committee on Legislation reported that during the last session of 
the Legislature several bills were introduced that were against public policy 
and hostile to the interests of the profession, but only one of them 
passed. The measure that was adopted was popularly known as_ the 
‘*Osteopathic Bill’? and carried by a majority of one in each branch of 
the Legislature. The Committee endeavored to have the Bill amended, 
requiring that graduates in osteopathy pass an examination before the 
State Board of Medical Examiners, but the same did not prevail. The 
following is quoted from the report: ‘‘The operation of this law will do 
much less harm to the profession than it will to the over credulous public, 
who are always waiting to be taken in by some new game. Yet, it is very 
humihating to think that our splendid medical law should be practically 
annulled by so short sighted legislation. The only consolation is that it 
soon will die out, as do all such fads, if let alone’’. 

The Section on State Medicine presented a program for the first time 
with Dr. A. W.. Cantwell of Davenport as Chairman, including papers on 
‘‘Hygienic Treatment of Pulmonary Consumption’’; ‘‘Is Our Public 
School System Conductive to Tuberculosis’’?; ‘‘Rural Insanity’’; ‘‘The 
Health of Children Fed on Cow’s Milk’’. 

Of the significant papers presented at this session was that on Gastric 
Neuroses by Dr. L. W. Littig of Iowa City, and one on Cholelithiasis by 
Dr. William Jepson, Sioux City; the latter was a very comprehensive dis- 
cussion with special stress on differential diagnosis and indications for 
operative treatment. 

At this session again two names were presented for the office of 
president, Dr. Henry B. Young of Burlington, and Dr. H. L. Getz of 
Marshalltown. After the ballot was taken it appeared that Doctor Young 
received 122 votes, and Dr. Getz 70 votes, so that Doctor Young was 
declared the president for the ensuing year. 

The other officers elected at this session were: 

Ist Vice Pres., J. T. Priestley, Des Moines; 2nd- Vice Pres., D. C. 
Brockman, Ottumwa; Secretary, J. W. Cokenower, Des Moines; Asst. 
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_  Seey., Frank Skinner, Cedar Rapids; Treasurer, G. R. Skinner, Cedar 
Rapids. 
1899 

The forty-ninth session of the State Society met at Cedar Rapids, May 
17, 18, 19, 1899, with President H. B. Young of Burlington presiding. 

The president in an able address ‘‘called upon the profession to take stock 
of our tendencies in a social and business direction ; that by reflecting on 
the changes the 19th Century has wrought, we may be the better prepared 
to foresee and aid in fostering the growth of our essential interests, in a 
manner to meet the approval of our successors at the end of the 20th 
Century’’. He deprecated the ‘‘subtle’’ manner of ‘“advertising’’ carried on 
by certain members of the profession. He doubted ‘‘whether the contract 
surgeon could serve two masters’’. He strongly favored the ‘‘ non-delegate’’ 
plan of membership in State Society organization, ‘‘ admitting all qualified 
members of the profession in good standing, without preliminary delegateship 
from local societies’ ’. 

A greeting was received from the Pennsylvania State Medical Society 
then in session. For the first time the Iowa Womens Medical Society sent 
greetings as follows: ‘‘The Society of Iowa Medical Women in convention 
assembled, send fraternal greetings to the Iowa State Medical Society’’. It 
was stated further that, ‘‘the object of this Society is to gather up the 
isolated medical women and bind them together in love for each other 
and humanity, and to encourage them in the arduous work of their pro- 
fession, and to increase and develop their interest in the ‘Iowa State 
Medical Society’, in which the men and women physicians of the great 
State of Iowa may continue to work together in harmony, and emulate 
each other in good work, and together sustain and advance the noble 
profession of medicine, even in a greater degree than in the past’’. 

One of the interesting papers presented was that on ‘‘Gunshot Wounds’? 
by Dr. Lewis Schooler of Des Moines, which was based on his experience in 
the Spanish American War, which had just recently come to an end. It was 
discussed by Dr. Donald Macrae Sr., Dr. W. D. Middleton, and Dr. C. E. 
Ruth, who all spoke from military experience. The general opinion was that 
a bullet might remain inocuous in the body, but it was advisable that it 
be removed if at all possible. 

Another interesting paper was that presented by Dr. H. A. Minassian of 
Des Moines on ‘‘The Pathogenesis of Basedow’s Disease, or Exophthalmic 
Goitre’’, This was the first time that this subject had appeared on the 
program of the State Society, and brought forth a very interesting dis- 
cussion. 

At this session, two names were again presented for president by the 
nominating committee: Dr. Thos. J. Maxwell of Keokuk and Dr. James T. 
Priestley of Des Moines. In the ballot that followed, the former received 
116 votes, and the latter 96 votes, after which Dr. Priestley moved that the 
election of Dr. Maxwell be made unanimous, and the same was carried. 

The other officers elected were: 

ist Vice Pres., B. H. Criley, Dallas Center; 2nd Vice Pres., Geo. 
E. Crawford, Cedar Rapids; Secretary, J. W. Cokenower, Des Moines ; 
Treasurer, G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 
1900 

The fiftieth annual session of the Society was held in Des Moines May 
16, 17, 18, 19, 1900, with president Dr. T. J. Maxwell of Keokuk presiding. 

The address of the President, Dr. Maxwell, was devoted to changes in 
medical education and its effect on the practice of medicine and surgery. He 
regretted ‘‘the restriction placed on the licensing of physicians as they 
moved from one state to another, and expressed the hope that uniform 
qualifications would prevail in all the states, and a graduate in medicine 
could practice wherever ‘‘the flags floats’’, and by education and agitation 
this may in the future be consumated’’. 
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Two of the distinguished guests present at this session were Dr. I. N. 
Love of St. Louis, and Dr. Byron Robinson of Chicago; the latter presented 
a very extended address on Abdominal Tumors. 

Among the interesting papers presented at this session were the following: 


‘‘A Review of Present Knowledge Concerning Diseases of the 
Pancreas’’, by Dr. Crayke S. Priestley. (Son of Dr. James T. Priestley) 

‘¢Multiple Osteoma’’ by Dr. William L. Allen of Davenport. 

This was based on an experience of twelve bone tumors, all removed 
by operation. In all instances skigraphs were taken 21 months after 
the operation, which showed no evidence of returning growth, nor 
enlargement at the base of the tumor. 

‘*Funetionally good Results in the Treatment of Fractures as viewed 
by Skiagraph and Photograph’’, by Dr. B. N. Torrey of Creston. 

These skiagraphs and photographs illustrating this paper were pre- 
pared by Dr. Frank E. Sampson of Creston. 

‘¢Sarcoma of the Uterus, with exhibit of specimen,’’ by Dr. VanBuren 
Knott of Sioux City. 


In the report of the Committee on Necrology, special tributes were 
accorded to two leaders of the Iowa profession, who had died the preceding 
year; the first being Dr. F. 8. Thomas of Council Bluffs, who had served 
in the Civil War in Company A, 137th Illinois Volunteer Infantry, through 
the entire period of the war. He was a member of the first graduating 
class of the medical department of the Iowa State University in 1870. He 
had served as vice president of the Iowa State Medical Society, and was 
nominated for president of the Society in 1897. 

The other was Dr. Alonzo W. Cantwell of Davenport, a graduate in 
medicine, University of Michigan, 1867, who had practiced for 30 years 
in Davenport. Dr. Cantwell was physician to the City Board of Health of 
Davenport, except for 4 years, from 1873 to the time of his death. During 
his first year of service a severe epidemic of Asiatic cholera, occurred in 
Davenport, which he later reported to the Society. 

Doctor Cantwell was a member of the American Medical Association and 
the American Public Health Association. He was one of the organizers of the 
Iowa Public Health Association in 1892, and for the first ten years its 
president. In politics he was a Democrat, and through his wife was a 
brother-in-law of the Honorable Henry Wallace of Des Moines. 

Again two names were presented by the committee on nominations for 
president, Dr. R. E. Conniff, Sioux City, and Dr. James T. Priestley, Des 
Moines. In the resulting ballot of 370 votes cast, Dr. Conniff received 
189 and Dr. Priestley 181. Again Dr. Priestley moved that the election of 
Dr. Conniff be made unanimous, and it was carried. 

The other officers elected were: 


Ist Vice Pres., J. M. Ristine, Cedar Rapids; 2nd Vice Pres., F. W. 
Porterfield, Atlantic; Secretary, J. W. Cokenower, Des Moines; Asst. 
Secy., Geo. HE. Decker, Davenport; Treasurer, Geo. R. Skinner, Cedar 
Rapids. 


1901 

The State Society met for its fifty-first session at Davenport May 15, 
16 -17;. 1901. 

The Society convened in ‘‘Turner Hall’? (Turn-verein-Halle) and was 
called to order by president Dr. R. E. Conniff of Sioux City. Prayer was 
offered by Rey. T. U. Morrison, later Bishop of the Episcopal Dioceses of 
Lowa. 

The address of weleome by Mayor Henry of Davenport, was responded to 
by Dr. William Watson of Dubuque, (President 1868) who recalled certain 
interesting and historical events of earlier days, and said in part...‘‘I will 
return home with pleasant recollections of this meeting in Davenport, 
because personally I feel justified in claiming a special interest exceeded 
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by no other individual present. Here 40 years ago, the 21st of next 
October, I entered upon my term of military service, and took charge of the 
medical department of Camp McClellan on yonder hill to the eastward. Four 
year later, October 23rd, 1865, after 18 months in the field; two years 
and six months on hospital duty; 19 months of it here, I left yonder Rock 
Island Arsenal coming through this City to realize what had been the 
thought of every man in the service: ‘‘When can I return Home??? 

‘‘Some of the older members of the Society will readily recall the 
interest manifested in its work by many of the profession of Davenport in 
the early years of its organization. A successful meeting was held here 
near the close of the first decade of its existence, and when at the close 
of that conflict that impaired and deranged the work of so many organiza- 
tions, a meeting was held here again in the Spring of 1866, and another 
equally successful in 1867. The results of both were so satisfactory they 
would probably have returned the next year, but a needy town on the 
frontier (Des Moines) had one physician, enterprising enough, to have 
attended. two or three meetings. He made a statement. to his Society to hold 
a meeting there, with the hope of influencing the profession favorably and 
getting them interested.’’ 

‘‘This proposition was accepted, the profession here generously supporting 
it. That the result was a success and the good influence appreciated, was 
established by the fact that they were so much benefited, they sought to 
centralize and control the future meetings of the Society at their town, and 
were only prevented by the united action of the members from other 
localities, aided by a few conservatives (sometimes called mossbacks) who 
secured the rejection of their scheme, perserving the migratory feature of 
the meetings and ‘‘making it practical for us to come at this time, and 
renew the memories of former meetings, although it is only here and there 
- we meet a member of those days of the past.’’ 

During my military service here I recall with gratitude the cordial 
support from members of the Davenport profession as Doctors Witherwax, 
Adler, Baker and Barrows, and acknowledge my obligation for many plea- 
sant meetings of the Scott County Medical Society, forty years aco.” 

Dr. George H. Simmons, the newly elected General Secretary of the 
American Medical Association, had been invited as a guest of the Society, 
but a letter was received regretting his inability to be present. 

It had been expected that Doctor Simmons would present the preliminary 
plans for the re-organization of the American Medical Association, to be 
proposed at the St. Paul meeting in June. It was recommended by the 
Committee on Constitution and By-Laws, that the new committee, to be 
appointed at this meeting, attend the American Medical Association session 
in St. Paul, and study carefully the plan of re-organization of that 
association, so that eventually the Iowa State Medical Society might be 
organized in harmony therewith. 

‘‘In the new plan of re-organization of the A.M.A. it is proposed that 
every regular and reputable physician in the United States become a 
member of his County Society, by thus doing becoming a member of his 
State Society, and finally becoming a member of the American Medical 
Association. ’’ 

Among the papers presented at this session were ‘‘The Surgical Treat- 
ment of Duodenal Ulcer’? by Dr. D. §S. Fairchild of Clinton, and on 
‘‘Gastric Ulcer and Carcinoma’’ by Dr. VanBuren Knott of Sioux City. 

Dr. C. EH. Ruth of Keokuk presented a report on a number of cases of 
plastic surgery of the face, particularly on the formation of a new cheek 
as the result of extensive destruction through malignant growth, or 
osteomyelitis of the Maxilla, several of them being very extensive. This 
paper was illustrated by drawings and photographs. 

Another significant paper was that by Dr. William Jepson of Sioux City 
on **The Management of Foreign Bodies in the Respiratory Tract.’? 
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Further papers presented were: 

-. .<¢Ovarian Tumor in 12 year old child’’ by Dr. Wm. L. Allen, 
Davenport; ‘‘Harly Diagnosis of Mammary and Uterine Cancer’’ by 
Dr. D. ©. Brockman, Ottumwa; ‘‘ Kidney Stone Diagnosis and Treat- 
ment’? by Dr. Donald Macrae, Jr., Council Bluffs. 

The following officers were elected unanimously : 

President: James R. Guthrie, Dubuque; 1st Vice-President: Samuel 
Bailey, Mt. Ayr; 2nd Vice-President; John H. Kulp, Davenport; 
Secretary: V. L. Treynor, Council Bluffs ; Assistant Secretary: E. L. 
Stevens, Des Moines; Treasurer: G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids. 


1902 

The fifty-second meeting of the State Society was ediir in ane Moines, 
May 21, 22, 23, 1902 with President Dr. James R. Guthrie of Dubuque 
presiding. Several new members were admitted to this session who later 
were elected to the presidency: Thomas E. Powers, (1927); Thomas U. 
McManus, (1929); Charles B. Taylor, (1934.) At the close of this meeting 
all physicians were listed as permanent members of the Society. 

Among the distinguished guests is noted that of D. E. Salmon, D. V. M., 
Chief of the U. S. Bureau of Animal Industry, who presented an interesting 
address on ‘Bovine Tuberculosis and the Puble Health.’’ 

The general program was well arranged, and was of a high order. 

A paper by Dr. VanBuren Knott, Sioux City, on ‘‘When Shall we 
Operate in Appendicitis’’, provided as usual a spirited discussion; the 
general opinion being that as soon as a diagnosis was made, it was strictly 
a surgical condition. 

The address of the Chairman of the Section of State Medicine, Dr. J. 
Fred Clarke of Fairfield, was. devoted entirely to public health, and the 
need for more careful records of the incidence of preventable diseases and 
vital statistics in general. 

An epidemic of 65 cases of typhoid fever in the Independence State 
Hospital was reported by Dr. A. S. Hamilton, assistant physician and 
pathologist, of which nine patients were over fifty years of age. 

The most important feature of this meeting was the presentation and 
first reading of the new Constitution and By-Laws, and according to rules 
was laid over for one year. As stated in President Guthrie’s address, 
the American Medical Association at its meeting in St. Paul in 1901 had 
approved the reorganization plan and constitution and by-laws governing 
the same. The new State Constitutions were patterned after it, and to 
make the reorganization complete on a national basis, it was necessary for 
each State to approve the reorganization plan conforming to that of the 
national association. 

The new constitution and by-laws as proposed were essentially the same, 
with sight changes, as the one under which the Society was operating. The 
County Society becomes the unit of organization. A House of Delegates 
is established composed of delegates elected from each constituent County 
Society. The House of Delegates will be the legislative and policy making 
body of the State Society; the House choosing its delegates to the annual 
session of the House of Delegates of the American Medical Association. 

The officers of the Society to be a president, two vice-presidents, a 
secretary, an assistant secretary, a treasurer, six trustees and a judical 
council, composed of six members, all to be elected by the House of 
Delegates. 

It provides for several standing committees, the districting of the State 
as prescribed by law for the distribution of the members of Congress, a 
definite date for each annual meeting, and designated the following sections 
to be formed: Obstetrics and Gynecology; Medicine; Ophthalmology and 
Otology; Surgery; State Medicine; Diseases of the Mind and Nervous 
System. The dues of the State Medical Society are to be $2.00 annually. 

The committee on necrology in its report, presented a special tribute to 
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the memory of Dr. William Drummond Middleton of Davenport, one of the 
great physicians of his period who had succumbed to a septicemia the 
previous April 5 after a week’s illness, due to an infection of the finger 
during an operation for suppurative appendicitis. 

In the election of officers there was apparently no contest and Dr. James 
Taggart Priestley of Des Moines was unanimously elected President of the 
Society. . 

Other officers elected were: 

Ist Vice-President: William Jepson, Sioux City; 2nd Vice-President: 
C. F. Wahrer, Fort Madison ;Secretary: V. L. Treynor Council Bluffs; 
Assistant Secretary: W. W. Dean, Sioux City; Treasurer: W. B. 
Small, Waterloo. 

Dr. G. G. Cottam of Rock Rapids offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted unanimously: 

‘“Whereas, after twenty-five years of faithful and efficient service, 
Dr. G. R. Skinner of Cedar Rapids has been permitted to relinquish 
his duties as Treasurer of the Iowa State Medical Society; therefore 

be it : | 

Resolved, that the thanks of the Society be extended to Dr. Skinner 
for his fidelity and able administration, and that a copy of this 
resolution be spread upon the minutes of the Society.’ 


1903 

The fifty-third annual session was held at Sioux City on April 15, 16, 
17, 1903 with Dr. James 'T. Priestley of Des Moines presiding. Among the 
new members admitted at this session is noted the name of Dr. Prince E. 
Sawyer, Sioux City, a future president of the Society in 1937. 

The address of the President, Dr. Priestley was a remarkable compilation 
of progress in each branch of medical science in the preceding twenty-five 
years. It covers thirty pages in the Transactions and will be valuable for 
future reference. 

Resolutions were introduced requesting the Society to memorialize the 
legislature to establish a State institution for the ¢are of epileptics and 
another for an appropriation to build and maintain a hospital for the 
tuberculous poor. 

One of the distinguished guests was Dr. Frank F. Wesbrook, Professor 
of Pathology, University of Minnesota, who appeared before the Section 
on State Medicine and Hygiene, reading a paper on ‘*The Laboratory in 
Public Health Work.’’ 

Another distinguished guest was Dr. Casey A. Wood of Chicago, who 
presented a paper before the section in Opthalmology and Otolegy on 
‘*Preparatory Treatment of the Patient in Cataract Extraction.?? 

Previously a resolution was offered by Walter L. Bierring of Iowa 
City which was adopted and referred to the Committee on Medical Legis- 
lation as follows: 

‘“ Whereas, there is an urgent need in this State for bacteriological 
laboratory in connection with the Iowa State Board of Health, which 
will place its work on a scientific basis, and greatly promote the 
efficiency of the Board in the proper control of infectious diseases; 
Therefore be it, Resolved, that the Iowa State Medical Society 
endorse and recommend the establishment of this laboratory by the 
Iowa legislature at its next session.’? 

At this session the Iowa State Medical Society made history by adopting 
the new Constitution and By-Laws which placed it in conformity with the 
reorganization plan of the American Medical Association. This was not 
accomplished, however, without vigorous opposition from some of the 
leaders in the profession; it was claimed that it was not the same as 
presented last year; again a prominent member believed that adoption 
meant legislating the Society out of existence, 

After a long discussion, the motion to adopt the Constitution and By- 


ae 


& 


62 ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF IOWA MEDICINE 


Laws as read, and carried unanimously, its adoption being followed by 
great applause. i 
A resolution was adopted that a Counselor be elected by this Society for 
each Congressional district, whose duties shall be to assist in organizing or 
reorganizing the County societies in their respective districts, as follows: 
First district, C. E. Ruth, Keokuk; Second district, W. L. Bierring, 
Towa City; Third district, D. W. Crouse, Waterloo; Fourth district, 
W. J. Egloff, Mason City; Fifth district, G. E. Crawford, Cedar 
Rapids; Sixth district, D. C. Brockman, Ottumwa; Seventh district, 
E. E. Dorr, Des Moines, Chairman; Eighth district, F. E. Sampson, 
Creston; Tenth district, C. H. Churchill, Fort Dodge; and Eleventh 
district, E. Hornbrook, Cherokee. 
The election of officers was again unanimous and the following were 
elected: 

‘ President: J. <A. Scroggs, Keokuk; 1st Vice-President: Donald 
Macrae, Jr., Council Bluffs; 2nd Vice-President: D. M. Wicks, Cedar 
Falls; Secretary: V. L. Treynor, Council Bluffs; Assistant Secretary: 
F. A. Ely, Des Moines; Treasurer: W. B. Small Waterloo. 


1904 

The fifty-fourth session of the Society was held at Des Moines May 19, 
20, 21, 1904, and was called to order by President J. A. Scroggs of 
Keokuk. 

After the address of weleome by Mayor Mattern and a response by Dr. 
D. C. Brockman of Ottumwa, President Scroggs presented his address, 
which was devoted to the better control of communicable diseases, im- 
provement in medical education, but in large part to the reorganization 
plan adopted the previous year and its effect on the membership and 
welfare of the Society. He praised the work of the Board of Councillors 
and its energetic chairman, Dr. E. E. Dorr, the results of which were 
embodied in their reports and he stated that 87 of the 99 counties of the 
State had been organized under the new plan, that in fifty-five counties 
where Societies were not in existence such organizations had been formed 
and that the total membership had reached in round numbers 1500, or a 
gain in one year of about 100 per cent. He stated further that radical 
changes in the organic law of any institution usually meet opposition, as in 
several counties the expressions of disapproval were somewhat emphatic, and 
from one county (Dubuque) a memorial had been set to the president for 
presentation to the Society, in which it was claimed the action of the 
Society at the Sioux City session, in adopting the new constitution was 
not in accord with the provisional requirements of the Constitution in force 
at that time. 

Immediately following this address the memorial from the doctors from 
Dubuque was presented. This was signed by all the physicians of Dubuque 
including one past president of the State Society (J. R. Guthrie) and it ‘‘was 
claimed the ‘Sioux City Constitution’ was unconstitutional, had been acted 
upon by a very small number of members and owing to its defects of 
construction it was impossible to organize under that instrument.’’ It further 
expressed the hope ‘‘that an orderly equitable settlement of the matter 
in dispute be considered by the Society.’’ 

The President referred this memorial to a committee consisting of: D. C. 
Brockman, G. R. Skinner, A. M. Bond, G. G. Cottam and G. F. Jenkins, 
which committee submitted its report on the following day, and in sub- 
stance, contained the following: 

First. ‘‘The difficulties attending such a radical change as the com- 
plete reorganization of a large society was recognized, and that such 
could not be made with strict adherence to parlimentary usage and 
absolute fealty to established procedure was not to be expected under 
the circumstances surrounding the change.’’ 

Second. ‘‘The committee found that while the voting at Sioux City 
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was small, no evidence of irregularity was found. The matter had 
come up at the proper time as announced on the program, a quorum 
was present and the report of the Committee on Constitution and 
By-Laws was adopted unanimously. ’’ 

This was the first year that the House of Delegates met in regular 
session under the new constitution. 

At the roll call eighty-five delegates were present representing the 
same number of County societies. 

The Chairman of the Board of Councillors, Dr. E. E. Dorr of Des 
Moines reported a list of 95 counties with dates of organization or re- 
organization, presidents, secretaries, and delegates of each. 

The Committee on Nominations, Dr. D. S. Fairchild, Chairman, submitted 
a report listing three names for president, D. C. Brockman, B. S. Criley, 
_ and H. H. Clark, and one nominee for first and second vice-president, 
secretary and treasurer, and two names for each of the eleven councillor 
districts. 

The following officers were elected: 

President, D. C. Brockman, Ottumwa; Ist Vice Pres., J. Fred 
Clarke, Fairfield; 2nd Vice Pres., Jennie McCowen, Davenport; 
Secretary, V. L. Treynor, Council Bluffs; Treasurer, W. B. Small, 
Waterloo. 

The salary of the Secretary was made $650.00, and the Treasurer $150 per 
year, each to assume his own stenographic expense, and expense of pro- 
curing a bond. 3 

The following Councillors were elected: 

First District - C. E. Ruth, Keokuk; Second District - Walter L. 
Bierring, Iowa City; Third District - D. W. Crouse, Waterloo ; Fourth 
District - W. J. Egloff, Mason City; Fifth District - G. E. Crawford, 
Chairman, Cedar Rapids; Sixth District - H. C. Eschbach, Albia; 
Seventh District - W. 8. Conkling, Des Moines; Eighth District - O. W. 
Foxworthy, Leon; Ninth District - J. M. Emmert, Atlantic; Tenth 
District - ©. H. Churchill, Fort Dodge; Eleventh District - Edw. 
Hornibrook, Cherokee. 


1905 

The fifty-fifth annual meeting of the Iowa State Medical Society was 
held in Des Moines, May 17, 18, 19, 1905. It was called to order by 
President D. C. Brockman of Ottumwa. 

The address of welcome was extended by Honorable Sidney A. Foster and 
reponse by Donald Macrae, Jr., Council Bluffs. 

The distinguished guests at this meeting were Dr. Wm. A. Evans and 
Dr. Palmer Findley of Chicago. The former spoke on tuberculosis, and the 
latter discussed pyo-salpinx. 

The scientific program was well arranged and included a number of 
interesting papers. ‘‘The Surgical Aspect of Cystoscopy and Ureter Catheri- 
zation’? was presented by Dr. Geo. W. Jones of Keokuk; <‘ Proliferating 
Papillary Cystomata’’ by ©. A. Boice of Washington ; ‘*Chronie Appendi- 
citis’’ by L. W. Littig of Iowa City; ‘‘Disinfection of Premises Following 
Contagious Diseases,’’ by Henry Albert, Iowa City; ‘‘Prevention of Social 
Diseases’? by John F. Herrick, Ottumwa, which was ably discussed by 
Dr. Frank Lydston of Chicago; ‘‘Asepsis’’? by J. Lynn Crawford of Cedar 
Rapids, and ‘‘Tumors in the Eyeball and Orbit,’ by Ellet O. Sisson, 
Keokuk. 

The report of the chairman, F. A. Ely of Des Moines, of the Section 
on Mental and Nervous Diseases referred to the following as significant 
advances: 

1. Improvement in classification of mental cases. 


2. Improved methods of amassing clinical statistics pertaining to the 
insane. 
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3. Modern expanded view with reference to the treatment of mental 
cases. . 

4, Education of the public pertaining to the care of the insane. 

5. The abolition of barbarous forms of mechanical restraint. 

Doctor Ely endorsed the colonization plan for epileptics and stressed the 
importance of diagnosis or analysis of the cerebro-spinal fluid in various 
disease conditions. The hope was expressed that lumbar puncture would 
ultimately open up an accessible avenue for cerebro-spinal medication and 
that a removal of varying amounts of fluid would be of benefit in eases 
of hydrocephalus and meningitis. 

The second annual session of the House of Delegates was called to 
order at 4 P.M. May 17, 1905 by President Brockman. At the roll call 96 
delegates responded as being present. The total membership of the Society 
was given as 1638. 

The Chairman of the Board of Counsellors, Dr. G. E. Crawford, reported 
that all county societies had been organized except one, that of Des 
Moines, adding — ‘‘There exists in this county one of the oldest and 
largest. county societies in the State. A few persons in that county have 
been active opponents in re-organization, others have been strongly in 
favor of it, but to prevent a division in the profession, the advocates 
of re-organization who embrace some of the best men in the state, have 
taken a conservative course, and rather than to organize a new society, to 
wait awhile, hoping that all may be brought to see the advantages of 
the re-organization, ’’ 

The Linn County Medical Society through its representative, Dr. G. R. 
Skinner, presented a memorial to the House of Delegates with reference 
to the maintenance of two University Hospitals in connection with the 
medical department of the State University at Iowa City, and asked 
consideration of the following: 


I. ‘“That all persons, before being admitted to the hospital or clinie, 
‘of either the Medical Departments of the Iowa State University, 
be requested to furnish from the township trustees of their place 
of residence, a certificate showing that they were unable to pay 
for such professional allowances either medical or surgical as 
their condition may require. 


. That no person in the employ of the State of Iowa shall receive 
any other compensation for any consultation, treatment, or surgical 
operation, rendered or performed in any hospital, building or 
institution belonging to the State of Iowa.’’ 


It was moved and. adopted that the following committee be appointed 
to investigate §.U.I. Clinies: G. R. Skinner, Cedar Rapids; C. B. Taylor, 
What Cheer; C. J. Saunders, Fort Dodge; F. W. Powers, Waterloo; and 
H. C. Eschbach, Albia, and report next year. 

A resolution was adopted to appoint a committee ‘‘to investigate the 
advisability of incorporating the Society under the laws of Iowa, and to 
investigate the advisability of journalizing the proceedings and transactions 
of the Society and maintaining the publication of such a journal.’’? The 
same committee ‘‘to investigate the advisability of establishing and main- 
taining a defense department to protect its individual members against 
malicious prosecutions and to defend the same in Courts of Justice when 
suits for malpractice have been instituted:’’ the members of the committee 
being L. W. Littig of Iowa City; D. S. Fairchild, Clinton; and J. M. 
Emmert of Atlantic. 

Dr. J. R. Guthrie on behalf of the Dubuque County Medical Society 
presented the following: 

‘In conforming to the requirements decided to be necessary to 
constitute a component society of the Iowa State Medical Society, the 
Dubuque County Medical Society wishes to accompany that act with a 
reference to its memorial to the State Society, which appears in the 
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Transactions for 1904, page 16, to declare that the sentiments of the 
said Dubuque County Medical Society with reference to the matters 
therein, to remain unaltered and to request that this communication 
be entered upon the records of the State Medical Society.’ 

The officers elected at this session were: 

President, William Jepson, Sioux City; 1st Vice Pres., Walter L. 
Bierring, Iowa City; 2nd Vice Pres., H. B. Gratiot, Dubuque; Secretary, 
_Y. L. Treynor, Council Bluffs; Treasurer, W. B. Small, Waterloo. 


1906 

The fifty-sixth session of the State Society was held at Des Moines, 
May 16, 17, 18, 1906, with President Dr. William Jepson of Sioux City 
presiding. 

The president’s address was a scholarly exposition of the obligation of 
the State Society to its members, to the oncoming physicians, and to the 
State. He stated that all of the 99 counties were organized and actively 
affiliated with the State Society with a total representation of nearly 
2000 physicians. He referred to ‘‘Specialism in our profession is the 
outgrowth of our conception of what ought to be, rather than that of 
conforming to the laws of the land,’’ for ‘‘those in our state as well 
as those of every other state in the Union recognize but one class of 
practitioners of our science and art’’ which ‘implies that every man who 
is entitled to practice medicine is entitled to practice in its various fields 
whether that of medicine, surgery, gynecology, ophthalmology, or any other 
lines of specialization,’’? and again, ‘‘whether a practicer essays to eare 
for all of the work that is entrusted to him in these various fields or limits 
his labors to such fields in which he is specially fitted, is a matter which 
will be determined by his conscientious conception of duty or by his 
avarice and greed’’. ‘‘The rule which must govern in the constant exchange 
of services between men whether they be the product of brain or of 
brawn, is that the donor shall be compensated to the extent of the services 
rendered, and vice versa, the recipient must render compensation to the 
extent of their value’’. He discusses at length the relation of the ““family 
physician’? and the specialist, closing with the WOTGG a salsa 1b enOt 
possible that a mutual relationship may be recognized as existing between 
the family physician and the specialist in the case of a patient demanding 
the services of both to the benefit of all concerned, and that. each may 
receive compensation to the extent of the services that he has rendered, 
for all of which the patient must be indebted. to them, and which justice 
demands that he should pay’’. 

His closing paragraph reads: ‘‘A constantly recurring necessity seems to 
exist of impressing upon our legislative bodies, including those charged with 
the moulding of public thought and directing legislative action, that we are 
vitally concerned in all that pertains to the health and welfare of the 
public, not from the standpoint of any personal interest, but from that 
of the humanitarian, a spirit that has led us to give freely of our knowledge 
for ages, for the health and happiness of the human race. From this 
organization must ever flow in the future that thought which will be the 
guiding light to our law-makers in making matters pertaining to the 
betterment of the physical and mental welfare of our citizens’’. 

The oration on medicine was presented by Dr. Edward Hornibrook of 
Cherokee on ‘‘The Art of Medicine’’; and the oration on surgery by Dr. 
J. P. Crawford* of Davenport was entitled ‘‘Carcinoma’’. 

The House of Delegates met at 4 P.M. May 16, 1906, with President 
Jepson in the chair. The Chairman of the Council made his report, which 
included separate reports from each of the eleven councillor districts. The 
Treasurer reported a balance of $5346.88. 

Dr. D. 8. Fairchild presented a report of the Committee on Journalism, 


*Dr. Crawford died March 24, 1907. 
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which included proposals from several publishing firms to publish the 


proceedings, and recommended that the agreement proposed by Dr. E. E.— 


Dorr to publish the proceedings, programs, ete., in the Iowa Medical 
Journal, to be mailed to each member of the Society in twelve monthly 
installments for the sum of $1.25 for each member be accepted, and it 


was then moved that a contract be entered into with Doctor Dorr in 


accordance with his proposition. 
The Committee on Physicians Defense made an extensive report, but no 
definite action was taken, and the committee was continued. 
The following officers were elected: 
President, E. W. Clark, Grinnell; 1st Vice Pres., H. A. Leipzinger, 
Burlington; 2nd Vice Pres., M. J. Kenefick, Algona; Secretary, V. L. 
Treynor, Council Bluffs; Treasurer, W. B. Small, Waterloo. 


1907 

The fifty-seventh session of the Society was held at Cedar Rapids, May 15, 
16, 17, 1907, with President E. W. Clark of Grinnell in the chair. 

Dr. Clark in his presidential address called for thoughtful consideration 
of matters of state and national importance, not only to the medical pro- 
fession, but in the interest of public health and national welfare. He made 
a strong plea for professional harmony, that the county society as the 
unit of organization, was the avenue through which the laity could best 
be reached. He also made a strong argument for a National Bureau or 
Board of Health, and that the State Society should take positive action in 
promoting health education to arouse greater interest on the part of the 
public in sanitary legislation. 

The oration on surgery was presented by Dr. A. L. Wright of Carroll 
on the subject ‘‘The Surgical Aspect of Digestive Disturbances’’. 

The oration on medicine by Dr. George F. Jenkins of Keokuk was 
devoted to a ‘‘History of the Iowa State Medical Society’’ and recorded 
many valuable historical facts of its organization and development during 
the first fifty years. He published an interesting letter from Judge John 
F. Dillon of New York and formerly a practitioner of medicine at Farming- 
ton, and a charter member of the State society. 

There were two guest speakers, Dr. J. E. Summers, Jr., of Omaha, who 
discussed the ‘‘Conservative surgical treatment of hypertrophy of the 
prostate gland in the very feeble and aged;’’ the other being Dr. Bertram 
W. Sippy of Chicago, on the subject ‘‘When Ulcer of the Stomach Should 
be Treated Medically, and When it Should be Treated Surgically’’. 

At the House of Delegates session an amendment to the Constitution 
and By-Laws was adopted, ‘‘adding to the list of standing committees, a 
Committee on Physicians Defense, consisting of three members’’. 

Resolutions were also adopted: 

1. That the State Society disapprove the method of contract labor, 
and lodge and society work, as being contrary to the principles 
of medical ethics. 

2. That the State Society condemn the practice of giving or taking 
commissions for surgical work and the division of fees in surgical 
and medical cases, and 

. That the State Society approve the efforts of its component 
county societies in securing a return of the original fees for medical 
examination in old line insurance companies, and an increase of fees 
of other companies and fraternal orders. 

The officers elected at this session were: 

President, Walter L. Bierring, Iowa City; 1st Vice Pres., A. G. 
Shellito, Independence; 2nd Vice Pres., H. B. Jennings, Council Bluffs; 
Secretary, V. L. Treynor, Council Bluffs; Treasurer, W. B. Small, 
Waterloo. 


1908 
The State Society met for its fifty-eighth session in Des Moines, May 


we) 
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20, 21, 22, 1908, with President Dr. Walter L. Bierring of Iowa City 
presiding. 

The title of the president’s address was ‘‘The Duties and Responsibilities 
of a State Society’’, It opened with the following: ‘‘The fifty-eighth 
annual session of our Society is now at hand. Those members whom you 
honored with your confidence one year ago in official station, are here 
to assure you of their grateful appreciation, testify their loyalty to your 
undertakings and obedience to your behests. These annual gatherings are 
of great moment to the profession of your State, for they serve to broaden 
the scope of general understanding, extend the sphere and promote the 
vigor of our fellowship and correspondingly elevate the station of our 
calling in the appreciation of thoughtful right-minded people everywhere 
in the Commonwealth’’. 

‘Who of us does not look forward to these sessions as one of the 
brightest spots in the annual calendar, and who in new acquaintance formed 
or old renewed, with its warm clasp of fellowship, is not incited to a higher 
fraternal sentiment and increased pride in the ideals of our guild?’’ 

Gratification was expressed on ‘‘the recent development of a wisely 
conceived society organization, representative of the county societies and 
forming an integral part of the American Medical Association, which with 
its 80,000 members constitutes the largest and most effective organization 
for humane and noble purpose known to all history’’. 

‘‘A plea was made for medical men to take more active interest in 
civil affairs, and it was gratifying to note the increasing number of our 
leading physicians becoming members of the legislature, and otherwise taking 
active part in municipal, state and national affairs’’. 

‘“The profession of medicine is essentially an educational agency, but it 
is held by its nobler traditions, in a dignified position of reticence. It is a 
question whether our dignified silence is the best way to assert ourselves 
in the face of modern conditions. ’? 

The address further advocated ‘‘a committee on Medical Education for 
conference with the State Board of Medical Examiners, in order to develop 
a model practice act, the basic principles to include, — (a) A single 
licensing board composed of qualified practitioners of modern scientific 
medicine; (b) To increase entrance requirements to include one or two 
years of pre-medical college study; and (c) a four year medical curruculum, 
each annual session consisting of thirty weeks, of thirty hours a week; the 
first two years to be spent in well-equipped laboratories of anatomy, 
physiology, bacteriology, pathology and pharmacology, officered by trained 
teachers; the last two years to be devoted to medicine, surgery, obstetrics 
and the specialities, largely in clinical work in well equipped laboratories, 
dispensaries and hospitals. As soon as practicable, a compulsory year as 
hospital interne to be added. The State board to have the power to inspect 
its schools and refuse recognition to those not teaching scientific medicine’’. 

It is further stated that, ‘‘The educational influence of a modern medical 
society is readily apparent, for it is the real post-graduate school of the 
general practitioner’’. 

The principal guest speaker at this session was Dr. John A. Witherspoon, 
distinguished internist of Louisville, Kentucky. 

The annual Oration on Surgery was presented by Dr. James R. Guthrie 
of Dubuque. 

The Secretary reported 1729 members of the Society in good standing; 
the Treasurer’s report indicated a balance on hand of $8130.49. 

Dr. L. W. Littig in submitting -a report on the first year of the 
Committee on Physician’s Defense, proposed an amendment to the By-Laws 
to change the name of the Committee to Medico-legal Committee, which 
was adopted at the next day’s session of the House of Delegates, 

The following officers were elected: 

President, C. F..Wahrer, Fort Madison; 1st Vice Press cmWre G, 
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Murphy, Mason City; 2nd Vice Pres., N. C. Schiltz, Des Moines. 
The incoming president, Dr. Wahrer, appointed the following committees: 
On Education: Walter L. Bierring, Iowa City; HE. HE. Dorr, Des 
Moines; C. S. James, Centerville. ‘ I 
On Ophthalmia-Neonatorum: E. R. Lewis, Dubuque; G. N. Ryan, Des 
Moines; L. A. Thomas, Red Oak. 


1909 
The fifty-ninth session of the Society was held in Dubuque, May 19, 


20, 21, 1909, with President Dr. C. F. Wahrer Fort Madison, presiding. 

The president in an interesting address presented a review of recent 
medical progress, and a strong plea for a press committee to prepare portions 
of the Society’s deliberations for the secular press. 

The guest speakers at this session were: Dr. Lewis L. McArthur, Dr. 
Fenton B. Turck, and Dr. Frederick Mueller of Chicago; Dr. Benjamin §. 
Barringer of New York; and Dr. G. V. I. Brown of Milwaukee. 

The Oration on Surgery was presented by Dr. G. G. Cottam of Rock 
Rapids, and the Oration on Medicine by Dr. G. E. Crawford of Cedar Rapids. 

In the House of Delegates, a resolution was adopted, ‘‘that the sum of 
$100 be appropriated from the Society for the relief of the widow of 
Major James Carroll.* The amount to be sent to Major M. W. Ireland, 
U.S.A., War Department, Washington, D.C.’’. 

The report of the Committee on Public Policy and Legislation contained 
the following: ‘‘We believe that the County Public Hospital Law, secured 
through the sacrifice and persistence of Dr. E. E. Munger of Spencer, is 
one of the most far-reaching measures in its beneficial effects upon the 
public health that has ever been enacted. Its provisions will allow the exten- 
sion of the ‘‘hospitalization idea’’ and will conduce to better work in 
the profession’’. 

The following officers were elected at this session: 

President, Geo. E. Crawford, Cedar Rapids; 1st vice Pres., M. N. 
Voldeng, Cherokee; 2nd Vice Pres., H. H. Clark, McGregor; Secretary, 
V. L. Treynor, Council Bluffs; Treasurer, W. B. Small, Waterloo. 

Medico-Legal Committee: D. S. Fairchild, Clinton; J. M. Emmert, At- 

lantic; L. W. Littig, Iowa City. 


1910 

The Society met for its sixtieth session in Des Moines May 18, 19, 20, 
1910, with President, Dr. Geo. E. Crawford of Cedar Rapids in the chair. , 

The president in his able address considered one of the important 
problems before the Society, — ‘‘how to improve the county societies in 
efficiency and professional unity’’, stating that the ‘‘County society that 
has the most thorough organization, that meets the most frequently is 
certain to have the most ethical conduct and fraternal feeling among its 
membership’’. Adding further that, ‘‘one of the greater disturbing elements 
to the harmony of the profession, is the relation of the general practitioner 
and the specialist and the would-be specialist’’. ‘‘Some men after developing 
peculiar adaptability have by the expenditure of much time and money 
fitted themselves to do certain lines of work. Others assume to do the 
same work without any special preparation; and in order to get the work, 
hold out special inducements such as cutting down the ordinary recognized 
fees, and offering of commission to practitioners to bring their patients 
to them’’. ‘One crooked man of this sort in town, who is ready to cut a 
normal fee in half to get a case away from somebody else, or offer a 
practitioner half his fee to bring the case to him, can destroy the pro- 
fessional harmony of the entire community’’. 

A strong plea was made for the enactment of a law ‘‘legalizing steriliza- 
tion of defectives, insane, criminals and degenerates’’. 





*Member, Yellow Fever Commission, Cuba 1900-01. 


IOWA STATE MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY 69 


In the House of Delegates, the Medico-Legal Committee made its third 
annual report, stating that 22 cases had originated from May 1, 1909 to 
May 1, 1910, and of these 11 cases had been properly, disposed of and 
adjudicated. The expenses during the year amounted to $2390. 

The officers elected at this session were: 

President, M. N. Voldeng, Cherokee; 1st Vice Pres., W. J. Egloff, 

-Mason City; 2nd Vice Pres., H. A. Minassian, Des Moines. 


1911 

The sixty-first session of the State Society was held in Des Moines, 
May 17, 18, 19, 1911, with President Dr. M. N. Voldeng presiding. 

The address of welcome was presented by Mayor James R. Hanna of 
Des Moines, and the response by Dr. F. G. Murphy of Mason City. 

The address of President Voldeng expressed gratification over the con- 
tinued growth in membership of the Society; of ‘‘the enthusiasm and vigor 
shown by the profession in the campaign for the control of tuberculosis’ ’, 
‘fof the great work carried on in State hospitals’’, ‘‘of the excellent 
progress of the county hospital movement’’. 

A strong argument was made for better standards of medical licensure, 
‘that the present examinations were too superficial and should include 
practical laboratory and clinical tests.’’ He added further ‘‘There should 
be but a single portal to the practice of medicine’’. The ‘‘commission 
evil’? was discussed at length, claiming it was on the increase. The address 
closed with a strong appeal for legislation for better provision for epileptics 
by establishing a special State hospital for the same.* 

The Oration on Surgery was presented by Dr. William Jepson of Sioux 
City, and the Oration on Medicine by Dr. W. E. Sanders of Alta. 

The two distinguished guest speakers at the session were Dr. George W. 
Crile of Cleveland, and Dr. James B. Herrick of Chicago. 

The former gave an Address on Surgery on the subject ‘‘A New 
principle underlying the interpretation of clinical phenomena of the abdomi- 
nal viscera with special reference to emotional and painful indigestion’’. 

The address on Medicine by Dr. Herrick considered, ‘‘Pain in Disease 
of the Heart’’, with special reference to angina pectoris, differentiating 
between ‘‘angina of effort’’, and ‘‘angina at rest’’ — the latter being more 
severe and prolonged, and due to coronary occlusion, while the former was 
more the result of coronary or vascular spasm. It is doubtful if many in 
the audience recognized the historic significance of this presentation. It 
presented ‘‘A concept of coronary thrombosis as a_ clinical entity that 
could be diagnosed clinically and need not necessarily terminate fatally ’’. 
This introduced a distinctly new chapter into the diagnosis of chronic 
heart disease, by one of America’s great internists. 

In a series of papers on anemia by Dr. C. P. Howard, Iowa City, Dr, 
Fred Albert,/ Mason City, and Dr. D. N. Loose, Maquoketa, Dr. Herrick 
also aded an interesting and informative discussion, mainly on pernicious 
anemia. 

An interesting paper was presented by Dr. Henry Albert, Iowa City, as 
chairman of the Section on Preventive Medicine, on ‘‘Typhoid Bacilli 
Carriers’’, which stated, ‘‘that five per cent of all cases of typhoid fever 
become chronic typhoid bacilli carriers’’. The remedial measures being, 
(1) ‘‘administration of hexamethylenamin’’; (2) ‘‘Control of carriers from 
engaging in any occupation connected with handling of food’’; and (3) 
Isolation of chronic bacilli carriers in institutions such as insane asylums’? ; 
(4) Cholecystotomy and drainage of the gall bladder or complete removal. 

An interesting attendant at this session was Dr. A. A. Noyes of Mason 
City, then 89 years of age, and a graduate of the College of Physicians 





*The Hospital for Epileptics at Woodward was opened in 1917 with Dr. 
Voldeng as the first superintendent. 
tDied July 21, 1911 of typhoid fever, 
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and Surgeons of the Upper Mississippi, Davenport, Class of 1850. : 

In the House of Delegates, the most important action taken was the 
adoption of the report of the special committee on publications,* which 
recommended, (1) To establish an official Journal to be published monthly 
and called the Journal of the Iowa State Medical Society; (2) That an 
editor be appointed, and (3) That any advertising contract held by Dr. 
E. E,. Dorr be purchased paying therefor 50 per cent of all monies re- 
ceived therefrom for the first year. 


Dr. D. 8. Fairchild was elected editor of the Journal. 

The following officers were elected: 

President, Lawrence W. Littig, Davenport; 1st. Vice Pres., H. A. 
Leipzinger, Burlington; 2nd. Vice Pres., VanBuren Knott, Sioux City; 
Secretary, Vernon L. Treynor, Council Bluffs; Treasurer, Wm. B. 
Small, Waterloo. 

The Secretary announced that a large number of Iowa physicians were 
planning to attend the annual session of the American Medical Association, 
June 27-30, at Los Angeles, stating that the railroad fare, round trip was 
$55.70, with $6.50 additional for a side trip to the Grand Canyon, and 
$15.00 returning via Portland and Yellowstone Park. 


1912 

The Society met for its sixty-second annual session at Burlington, May &, 
9, 10, 1912, with President Dr. Lawrence W. Littig presiding. 

The Secretary announced that there were 375 physicians and guests 
registered. Among the visitors were many physicians from Illinois. 

In the address of welcome and response, frequent reference was made 
to the historic significance of meeting in the city where the Society has 
its beginning sixty-two years ago. 

The President, Dr. L. W. Littig, presented an unusual address under 
the title ‘‘The Practitioner, The Profession, and the Medical Organization’’. 
It was regarded by many as the strongest official paper ever read before 
the Society. It was a courageous expression of firmly established principles 
based on long and wide individual experience. He did not devote much 
time in saying how ‘‘big we are,’’ but more to what ‘‘we could do to 
make us bigger’’, There were strong arguments ‘‘for higher educational, 
moral, ethical, and professional standards’’. One of the most important 
subjects considered was the definite relation of the hospital to professional 
educational processes. ‘‘Hospitals should be the most important aids in 
securing the best treatment for many conditions’’. ‘‘Too often they are 
but poorly equipped for the work undertaken’’. ‘‘A well equipped hospital 
laboratory is absolutely necessary, without it a hospital may be a boarding 
house for the sick, but it does not make for progress’’. ‘*Complete hospital 
records are most important, and must contain the clinical diagnosis, the 
operation findings, the pathological diagnosis, and a careful bedside record. 
Such records kept permanently in the hospital and subject to inspection 
would make for better and more honest work’’. ‘‘Sleeping sickness in a 
hospital board is incurable’’. ‘‘The day is past when medical men ean be 
attending physicians and surgeons’’. ‘‘They should be either attending 
physicians,’’ or ‘‘attending surgeons’’. ‘‘So long as practitioners of 
medicine attempt to cover the entire field, so long will work be poorly 
done. No man can be both a physician and a surgeon’’, 

He made a strong plea for a trained resident roentgenologist, pathologist, 
and anesthetist in a hospital. He discussed commercialism in medicine at 
some length. He expressed the hope that a practical examination be added 
by the State Board of Medical Examiners, and further hoped that before 
long a National Board of medical examiners might be organized.t+ 





“Drs. C. Brockman, Walter L. Bierring and Clyde A. Boice. 
tOrganized in 1915, 
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He urged that the State be more liberal in its appropriations to the State 
Board of Health. His closing words were, ‘‘I should say that the need and 
‘the hope of the profession is young men, earnest, well trained young men, 
men of high ideals, but in this work of ours there is but one test for 
age. The man that reads, the man that studies, the man that does not let 
a day pass without an effort to make himself a better doctor, the man 
that attends his county and state societies, the man that frequently visits 
medical centers, the man that prepares papers for his county and other 
societies, is a young man, and in him lies the hope of the profession’’. ‘‘My 
faith in the future of the profession is unbounded, the future is fraught 
with promise. We shall weather all our storms, commercialism will dis- 
appear, the public will be more intelligent and responsive, hospitals will 
bar their doors to the unworthy, the commercial schools will be throttled, 
and the material rewards will be sufficient to attract the very best men. The 
profession will continue worthy of its great inheritance, of the inheritance 
left it by Lister, McDowell, Laennec, Jenner, Hunter, Harvey, Koch, 
Pasteur, and Ross, a few of the immortals that grace our guild. It will 
be a better and a purer profession, a fit profession for your son and for 
mine,’? 

This address was published as the leading article in the Jour. A.M.A,, 
Noreos, ps 1655, “1912: 

Among the distinguished guests present at this meeting were Dr. Samuel 
C. Plummer of Chicago, who gave the addess on surgery, ‘‘Fractures of 
Long Bones’’; Professor George Dock* of St. Louis, who presented the 
address on medicine, ‘‘The Movement for Exact Treatment’? ; and Professor 
S. J. Kopetzky of New York, who presented an address on “The Widening 
Boundary of Medicine in its Relation to Otology, Rhinology, and Laryn- 
gology’’. 

The Oration on Medicine was presented by Dr. J. F. H. Sugg of Clinton, 
and the Oration on Surgery by Dr. A. M. Pond of Dubuque. 

Among the papers presented at this session were the following : 

Etiology and Pathology of the Chronic Arthritides, by Wm. H. Rendleman, 
Davenport; Chronic Pancreatitis and Its Management, by Wm. Jepson, 
Sioux City; The Use of the X-ray in the Diagnosis of Heart Disease, 
by W. L. Bierring and Thos. A. Burcham, Des Moines. (This being 
the first paper on this subject presented before the Society). 

At the session of the House of Delegates amendments to the By-Laws 
were adopted, which raised the annual dues of component members in the 
Society to $3.00 per annum. Another amendment established the Medico- 
Legal Committee, consisting of three members, with a term of service of 
each member of three years, and empowering said committee to adopt rules 
for the guidance of members of the State Society in medico-legal matters, 
with power to contract with such agents (attorneys or other) as they 
may deem necessary. This committee to have charge of the Medical Defense 
fund, which fund shall be secured by assessing each member of the State 
Society $1.00 a year for this fund alone. 

The following resolution presented by Dr. W. J. Egloff, Mason City, was 
adopted : 

‘ **Resolved that the Iowa State Medical Society through its House 
of Delegates strenuously opposes and condemns the system of practice of 
fee spliting, fee division or commission rebating in any form whatso- 
ever. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

President, Vernon L. Treynor, Council Bluffs; 1st Vice Pres., C. P. 
Frantz, Burlington; 2nd Vice Pres., E. E. Dorr, Des Moines; Secretary, 
J. W. Osborn, Des Moines; Treasurer, W. B. Small, Waterloo. 


*Dr. Dock was a classmate of Dr. Littig, Univ. of Penn. School of 
Medicine, 1884. 
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1913 . 

The sixty-third annual session of the Society was held in Des Moines, 
May 7, 8, 9, 1913, with President Dr. V. L. Treynor of Council Bluffs 
presiding. 

The address of welcome was delivered by Senator Lafayette Young of 
Des Moines, and the response by Dr. A. M. Pond of Dubuque. 

The distinguished guest speakers were Dr. Jabez N. Jackson of Kansas 
City, who gave the address of surgery, ‘‘Membranous Pericolitis and allied 
conditions of the Ileocaecal Region’’; and Dr. Joseph Sailer, Philadelphia 
who presented the address on medicine, ‘‘Recent Advance in the Knowledge 
of the Pathology and Physiology of the Ductless Glands’’; and Dr. Charles 
Armin Gundelach of St. Louis, who presented an address before the Section 
on Ophthalmology, Otology and Rhino-Larynology, on ‘‘The Tonsil with 
Demonstration of the Sluder operation.’’ 

The President, Dr. Treynor, presented his address on the second day 
of the session, which was a scholarly effort and contained a number of 
recommendations for the good of the Society. He spoke on the keeping of 
vital records as of paramount importance to the profession of Iowa and 
to its people. He urged that every member of the Society be in touch with 
the senator and representative for the District in which he lived and keep 
them posted as to the necessity of medical legislation. He recommended 
‘‘that attention be devoted to the uplift of the moral standards of the 
individual members of our profession, and that each applicant for entering 
the medical schools be examined carefully as to his moral training’’. He 
endorsed the fine work of the medico-legal committee, and wisely urged the 
importance of physicians avoiding comments on the work done by their 
neighbors that would lead to malpractice suits’’. 


In the House of Delegates session, reports were received, from the 
Secretary-Treasurer and the several committees. In the report of the 
Committee on Public Policy and Legislation, it was stated ‘‘that probably 
the most important item of health legislation that had passed in years, 
was the passage of the Bill re-organizing the Board of Health and Medical 
Examiners. ‘‘On and after July 1, 1913, the Board will consist of a 
Secretary, who shall be the executive officer, four physicians and a 
sanitary engineer, to be appointed by the Governor, the Secretary of State 
and State Auditor. Not more than three shall belong to the same political 
party and not more than two to the same school of medicine. Physicians 
on the Board receive a salary of $900.00 a year; they are appointed without 
reference to their geographical location and the old system of health districts 
is abandoned’’, 

Doctor Rendleman of Davenport proposed the following amendments to 
the Constitution and By-Laws, which were laid over to the next annual 
meeting.” 


‘‘Amend Article VIII, Sec. I, of the Constitution by inserting the 
words ‘‘a President-Elect’? after the words ‘‘Vice-Presidents’’ in the 
third line of said Section of said Article. 

Amend Article VIII, See. 2, of the Constitution by striking out the 
word ‘‘President’’ in the first line of said Section, and inserting 
instead the word ‘‘President-Elect’’, 

Add a new section to the Constitution, said new Section to be known 
as Article VIII, Section 4. 

Sec. 4. That at the election of officers at the session of 1914 there 
be elected a President who shall enter upon the duties of his office 
at once, and also a President-Elect who shall enter upon the duties 
of the Presidency one year later; There after, the President-Elect shall 





“Because of insufficient notice to component societies, these amendments 
were again deferred at the 1914 session, but were adopted at the session 
in 1915, 
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enter upon the duties of the presidency one year from the date of his 
election.’’ 
The officers elected for the ensuing year were as follows: 
President, L. W. Dean, Iowa City; 1st Vice Pres, F. S. Smith, 
Nevada; 2nd Vice Pres., S. A. Spilman, Ottumwa; Secretary, J. W. 
Osborn, Des Moines; Treasurer, W. B. Small, Waterloo. 


1914 

The sixty-fourth session of the Society was held in Sioux City, May 13, 
14, 15, 1914, with President, Dr. Lee Wallace Dean of Iowa City, presiding. 

The address of welcome was made by Dr. VanBuren Knott of Sioux 
City, with a response by Dr. Edward Hornibrook of Cherokee. 

The visiting guest speakers were Dr. Arthur D. Bevan of Chicago, who 
presented the address on surgery, ‘‘Borderland cases and Team Work in 
Surgery’’, and Dr. Hugh T. Patrick of Chicago gave the Address on 
Medicine; ‘‘Remarks on some ordinary Headaches’’. 

The Oration on Medicine was delivered by Dr. Walter L. Bierring of 
Des Moines, and the Oration on Surgery by Dr. Donald Macrae of Council 
Bluffs. 

The address of the President, Dr. Dean, was a forward looking message 
specially concerned with the training of the specialist, stating ‘‘that too 
many men are specializing who have a narrow horizon; that this is not 
so much the fault of the individual as it is of the system’’, ‘‘in a well 
organized community,: pioneers are no longer needed, and with a broad 
fundamental education the specialist becomes of help to the general 
practitioner and of service to the patient’’. It was recommended that a 
committee be appointed for the purpose to make recommendations for 
advanced instruction in the several medical and surgical specialties. 

Among the papers that were well received, were the following: 

The Early Recognition of Tuberculosis by the General Practitioner. 
John H. Peck, Des Moines; The Relation of anaphylaxis to General 
Medicine. A. M. Loes, Dubuque; The Mouth as a Source of Systemic 
Infection. Frank T. Breene, M.D., D.D.S., Iowa City. (Dean of the 
College of Dentistry) 

Dr. Robert Levy of Denver addressed the Society on ‘‘The Significance 
of Laryngeal Manifestations during the course of Pulmonary Tuberculosis’’. 

At the session of the House of Delegates a very extensive report was 
submitted by the Committee on Medical Education, (appointed the previous 
year) on medical education in Iowa, which outlined in detail the courses 
of study in the different departments, and the clinical material available 
for teaching. This report was divided into a majority and minority report ; 
the former was rather critical of the facilities provided by the University 
Medical School, and was signed by L. W. Littig, F. W. Dean, and Max 
Emmert; while the minority report signed by Drs. T. U. McManus and 
H. J. Prentiss, emphasized the special laboratory facilities and opportunities 
for individual instruction and closed with this paragraph. ‘‘Not destructive 
criticism, but constructive boosting is the College’s merited need, to the 
end that progress shall not be halted and personal strife shall be forgotten’. 

After considerable discussion of this report a resolution was adopted, ‘‘ that 
the in-coming president appoint a special committee of three, to which 
these two reports shall be submitted, with full authority to report thereon 
to the House of Delegates of the Iowa State Medical Society at its next 
annual session’’, The committee later appointed included Dr. W. E. Sanders, 
Chairman; W. W. Pearson, and V. L. Treynor. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

President, H. ©. Eschbach, Albia; 1st Vice Pres., D. W. Smouse, 
Des Moines; 2nd Vice Pres., J. F, Herrick, Ottumwa; Secretary, J. W. 
Osborn, Des Moines; Treasurer, W. B. Small, Waterloo; Editor, D. 8. 
Fairchild, Clinton, reappointed. 
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1915 

The sixty-fourth annual session of the Society was held in Waterloo, 
May 12, 13, 14, 1915, with President H. C. Eschbach presiding. 

The Secretary introduced Dr. D. 8. Fairchild, 1st Vice President of the 
American Medical Association, who presented President Eschbach with a 
gavel, stating that it was ‘‘for the purpose of calling wayward members 
to order.’’ In thanking Dr. Fairchild and the members for the gavel, Dr. 
Eschbach said ‘‘that while the Society was not composed generally of 
wayward men,’’ he was ‘‘very grateful for the possession of the instrument, 
and still more grateful for it as a memento of the sentiment of the Iowa 
State Medical Society.’’ 

A number of distinguished guest speakers were present at this session, 
as follows: Dr. George KE. deSchweinitz of Philadelphia, who spoke on 
‘*The Etiological Factors in Uveal Tract Diseases and the General Exami- 
nations Required to Determine Their Presence and Decide upon the Treat- 
ment of the Lesions They Produce’’; Dr. James T. Case of Chicago, on 
‘‘Roentgen Studies Relating to the Causation and Treatment of Constipa- 
tion’’; and Dr. C. A. L. Reed of Cincinnati on ‘‘Some of the Later 
Adaptions of Gastro-Intestional Surgery’’. 

Following the address of Dr. deSchweinitz, the Society unanimously 
voted him a standing rising vote of thanks. 

Among the unusual papers presented by the Society, were the following: 

Diagnosis and Treatment of Chorio-Epithelioma, by J. C. Rockafellow, 
Des Moines; Madelung’s Disease, With Report of Three Iowa Cases, 
C. E. McClure, Bussey; The Surgical Complications of Typhoid Fever, 
VanBuren Knott, Sioux City; Early Acquired Spastie Paraplegia 
Associated with Hypothyroidism and Ichthyosis, with Report of a Case, 
Tom B. Throckmorton, Des Moines; Surgical Treatment of Hyperthy- 
roidism, C. A. Rowan, Iowa City; Arthroplasty from the Clinical and 
Experimental Standpoint, Arthur Steindler, Des Moines. 

In the session of the House of Delegates the amendments presented by 
Dr. Rendleman in 1913, adding a president-elect to the officers to be 
elected each year, were adopted. 

The report of the special Committee on Medical Education presented a 
comprehensive analysis of the instruction in both the laboratory and clinical 
sciences at the University Medical School, which was considered adequate for 
the small classes concerned, and recommended a more ‘‘liberal financial 
policy towards the medical school, so that a strong resident faculty may 
be maintained, and teachers who attained prominence of special 
distinction may not be lost to the institution because of inadequate financial 
support.’’? The report further stated, ‘‘We are convinced that a spirit of 
mutual confidence and sympathetic co-operation between the members of the 
profession of the state and the faculty of the school of medicine will do 
much to fortify and strengthen the institution’’. ‘‘In the summation of 
this report, this committee has endeavored to keep before it the student’s 
needs and the time alloted in the curriculum for the mastery of the 
principles of medicine, being mindful of the fact that it is entirely 
impossible to make scholars in the vast field of clinical medicine within 
the alloted period of two years’’. 

The following officers were elected for the coming year: 

President, W. B. Small, Waterloo; President Elect, J. F. Herrick, 
Ottumwa; Ist Vice Pres., J. E. Luckey, Vinton; 2nd Vice Pres., Habs 
Gratiot, Dubuque; Secretary, J. W. Osborn, Des Moines; Treasurer, 
T. F. Duhigg, Des Moines; Trustee, D. H. Bowen, Waukon ; Council: 
First District, John R. Walker, Fort Madison; Eleventh District, G.- C. 
Moorehead, Ida Grove. 


1916 
The sixty-sixth annual session of the Society was held in Davenport, 
May 10, 11, 12, 1916, with President W. D. Small, Waterloo, presiding, 
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Dr. J. N. Warren on behalf of the Society presented to the president a 
gavel, as a token of personal esteem, and stating that it might aid him 
in more efficiently conducting the proceedings. The President thanked the 
members of the Society for the token. ; 

The distinguished guest speakers included Dr. Alexander Lambert of 
New York City, who presented an address on Cardiac Pain; and J. Rilus 
Eastman of Indianapolis, who gave an address on Surgery — The Alimentary 
Drainage Scheme in Man. 


The Oration in Surgery was delivered by Dr. Henry H. Clark of McGregor, 
on the subject ‘‘Then and Now’’, which was an interesting review of the 
progress of medicine in Iowa since he came to Iowa 55 years before. (Dr. 
Clark was a member of the first State Board of Health established in 
1880). 

The Oration in Medicine was presented by Dr. E. T. Edgerly of Ottumwa. 


The address of the President, Doctor Small, was referred to a committee, 
who reported on it as follows: ‘‘The scholarly and instructive address of 
the President points very clearly to the value of the proper kind of ¢o- 
operation in improving the standard of work done by the medical profession 
for the public good. The plan of looking after the medical needs of the 
poor and of making provision for efficient laboratory work as outlined, 
is commended as being worthy of adoption by many — probably by all — 
communities in this state. Inasmuch as the successful carrying out of the 
plan of co-operative work submitted requires the approval of city and 
county administrative officials, we regard it highly desirable that the 
substance of the address be given wide publicity. We therefore recommend 
that copies of the President’s Address be furnished to the public press’’. 

Among the noteworthy papers presented by members of the Society were: 


The Examination of Spinal Fluid as a Diagnostic Procedure, Dr. 
J. C. Weingart, Des Moines; Renal Functional Tests. Dr. C. E. 
VanEpps, Iowa City; Syringomyelia-With Report of a Case. Dr. Frank 
A. Ely, Des Moines; Pyloric Obstruction in Infaney. Dr. ©. A. 
Waterbury, Waterloo; The Internal Secretary Glands. Dr. Carl Stutsman, 
Burlington; Para-Typhoid Fever. Dr. Campbell P. Howard, Iowa City; 
Tumors of the Hypophysis Cerebri. Dr. C. E. Ruth, Des Moines. 


At the meeting of the House of Delegates the Medico-Legal Committee 
made a very lengthy report on the settlement of mal-practice suits during 
the year, presenting at the same time a workmens compensation medical 
and surgical fee bill. This report was received, but no definite action was 
taken on the fee bill. 

A report was submitted by the Committee on Tuberculosis as follows: 
‘‘Your Committee on Tuberculosis met at Des Moines on September 20, 
1915, with Mr. Charles M. DeForrest, field secretary for the National 
Association for the Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis, at which time 
all members of the committee were present — Dr. Bannister of Ottumwa, 
Dr. Fuller of Keokuk, Dr. J. E. Luckey of Vinton, Dr. John H. Peck of 
Des Moines and Dr. Scarborough of Oakdale. It was decided to proceed 
with the organization of a State Tuberculosis Association in accordance with 
the report submitted and accepted by this body at its last annual meeting. 
Accordingly a meeting was called at Des Moines on October 4, 1915, at 
which time the Iowa Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis was 
organized with Dr. W. W. Pearson of Des Moines as President; Governor 
George W. Clarke and Dr. W. L. Bierring as Honorary Vice-Presidents; Dr. 
John H. Peck, Des Moines as Secretary, and C. H. Stephenson as Treasurer. 
This Association had secured the services of Mr. W. F. Clowes as Executive 
Secretary. 


J. EH. Luckey, Chairman of Committee 


The resignation of Dr. J. W. Osborn as Secretary was accepted, and then 
Doctor Schooler moved that a rising vote of thanks be tendered Dr. Osborn 
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for his faithful and efficient services as Secretary, which was carried 
unanimously. 
After President-Elect, J. F. Herrick, was officially installed as President, 
the Nominating Committee submitted the following nominations for officers 
for the ensuing year. For president-elect J. E. Luckey, Vinton; J. N. Warren, 
Sioux City, William L. Allen, Davenport. The ballot resulted in a majority 
for Dr. J. N. Warren of Sioux City, and he was declared duly elected 
President-Elect. 
The other officers elected were: 
Ist Vice Pres., Charles B. Taylor, What Cheer; 2nd Vice Pres., C. A. 
Boice, Washington; Secretary to fill vacancy, Dr. Tom B. Throckmorton. 


1017 

The sixty-seventh annual session of the Society was held in Des Moines, 
May 9, 10, 11, 1917, with President John F. Herrick presiding. 

The scientific program as printed presented an innovation in adding an 
abstract of each paper, following the subject. 

The following letter from Dr. Harvey Cushing was read by the President: 
‘‘T am sorry that I shall be unable to come to the meeting. Nothing but 
a state of war or an order from Washington connected with it would have 
prevented me from fulfilling my obligation to you on your program, Our 
base hospital unit is called out the middle of May, and I shall practically 
have to give up all other work in preparing for it. We must all recognize 
ourselves at present as under a state of war and our primary duty to the 
government whatever our personal engagements may have been. It is 
enormously disappointing to me to miss visiting you, for I had looked 
forward to it with the greatest pleasure.’’ 

Yours very sincerely, 
Harvey Cushing’’, 


In Doctor Cushing’s place, Dr. E. Starr Judd of Rochester, Minn., had 
been invited, and he presented the Address on Surgery — ‘‘The Surgery 
of the Thyroid.?2 

The Address on Medicine was given by Dr. F. M. Pottenger of Monrovia, 
Calif., on the subject ‘‘Some of the More Important Advances in the 
Diagnosis and Treatment of Tuberculosis’’. 

The third guest speaker to address the General Session was Dr. George 
EK. Shambaugh of Chicago on ‘‘Diseases of the Internal Ear in Its Relation 
to General Medicine’’. 

An address was also presented at this session on ‘‘ Medical Preparedness’? 
by Mr. John G. Bowman of Chicago, Educational Director, American 
College of Surgeons. 

Among the papers presented by members of the Society were: 

‘‘The Relation of Communicable Diseases to the Community and to 
the Physician.’?’ Mark F. Boyd, M.D., Iowa Ciay. (Dr. Boyd later 
became a member of the staff of the international Health Board, 
Rockefeller Foundation, and one of the leading malariologists of his 
time); ‘‘ Acidosis in Children.’? Fred Moore, M.D., Des Moines; 
‘‘Acidosis in Surgery.’’ Evarts A. Graham, M.D., Mason City; Treat- 
ment of Tuberculous Cervical Adenitis. George E. Decker, M.D., Daven- 
port. 

At the last forenoon session the President-Elect, Dr. J. N. Warren of 
Sioux City, assumed the office of President of the Society. 

In the session of the House of Delegates a further report was submitted 
by the Committee on Workmens Compensation, but no definite action was - 
taken. 

Considerable concern was expressed by the officers of the Society over 
the lack of response to the call for enlistment in the Medical Officers 
Reserve Corps, but no official action appears to have been taken. 

The officers elected at this session were the following: 

President-Elect, Max E. Witte, M.D., Clarinda; 1st Vice Pres., M. J. 
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Kenefick, M.D., Algona; 2nd Vice Pres., E. B. Howell, M.D., Ottumwa; 
Journal Editor, D. 8. Fairchild, Sr., Clinton. 


1918 - 
The sixty-eighth annual session of the Society was held in Fort Dodge, 
May 8, 9, 10, 1918, with President J. N. Warren, Sioux City, presiding. 

The address on Medicine at this session was presented by Major Joseph 
L. Miller, M.O.R.C., Chicago, on the subject ‘‘Pneumonia and Its Compli- 
cations at the Base Hospital, Camp Dodge.’’ 

The address on Surgery was given by Emil Reis, M.D.,; of Chicago. A 
paper was also presented by Dr. Harold Gifford of Omaha, on ‘‘The 
Etiology and Treatment of Institutional Keratitis with Special Reference for 
the Teeth’’. Many of the papers presented at the scientific session related 
to war conditions. Dr. C. P. Howard, Iowa City, Chairman of the Section on 
Medicine, read a paper on ‘‘Some of the Medical Lessons of the Present 
War’’; Major D. J. Clomset, M.R.C., Des Moines, read a paper on ‘‘Control 
of Infectious Diseases in the Army’’. Dr. Lewis Schooler of Des Moines, 
gave an address on ‘‘The Doctor in the Army’’, 

From the address of the President, the following is selected: ‘‘That the 
low death rate in Iowa is strong evidence that the profession of the state 
is easily the peer of any in the country is universally accepted as true. That 
the high professional standing now prevailing will be immensely advanced 
by the return to civil practice of the medical men now enjoying the 
advantages of Army and Navy service is equally true. The intensive train- 
ing many receive before they are sent to Camp or ‘Over There’ and the 
rigid medical military training in Camp, Base or Field Hospitals, will 
make its beneficent influence felt in every field of medical endeavor, and 
will make for better hospitals and better service to the Country. Our 
hospitals as at present conducted are in sore need of the services these men 
will render. Hospital records at present leave much to be desired. The ‘red 
tape’ and the ‘paper work’ incident to medical service will leave its 
imprint on habits and methods. They will make for accuracy and for that 
attention to detail so sadly lacking in our hospitals at the present time and 
So necessary to secure the best results. These men will know how to write 
histories; they will acquire the habit of writing a good history, and they 
will induce others to write them. They will also be a powerful impetus to 
hospital standardization ’’. 

At the House of Delegates session the Secretary, Doctor Throckmorton, 
reported ‘‘that the influence in general of the war upon the Society has 
been and would be even more keenly felt in the loss of many men who had 
been accustomed to attend the meetings of the Society and take part in the 
legislative body, but who are now engaged in the services of the govern- 
ment.’’ He also presented a brief report of the War Conference of 
Secretaries of the constituent state associations of the American Medical 
Association held on April 30, at which action was taken ‘‘that the presi- 
dents of respective State associations appoint a war committee of three 
immediately, one of whom may be the Secretary of the State Society, for 
the purpose of coordinating the profession in each state for war work.’’ This 
committee was subsequently appointed consisting of Dr. W. W. Pearson, 
L. W. Dean, and Tom B. Throckmorton, Secretary. 

After Max E. Witte, was installed as president, the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: 

President-Elect William L. Allen, Davenport; Ist Vice Pres., W. A. 
Rohlf, Waverly; 2nd Vice Pres., Evan S. Evans, Grinnell; Secretary, 
Tom B. Throckmorton, Des Moines; Treasurer, Thomas F. Duhigg, 
Des Moines. 


1919 
The sixty-ninth meeting of the Society was held in Des Moines, May 7, 
8, 9, 1919, with Max E. Witte, Clarinda, presiding. 
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This meeting still had a military flavor as a number of the members were 
still in service, as well as a number of some of the visiting guest speakers 
being in uniform. 

The address on Surgery was given by Lieut. Colonel Dean Lewis of 
Chicago, his subject being ‘‘The Relations of Military to Civil Surgery’’. An 
address was also presented by Major John L. Porter of Chicago, on ‘‘The 
Reconstruction Problem for the Disabled Soldier’’. 

The address on Medicine was given by Dr. Frank Parsons Norbury, late 
acting Medical Director, National Committee for Mental Hygiene, Spring- 
field, Ill., on ‘‘Mental Hygiene and the War’’. 

Several symposia were arranged for this year’s program, the first being 
on ‘‘Influenza’’, the different phases of the epidemic in Army camps and 
civilian population, being presented by Drs. E. T. Edgerly, Henry Albert, 
John H. Hamilton, John H. Peck, and Charles J. Rowan. Another being 
on ‘‘Intestinal Obstruction’’, which was presented by Drs. M. J. Kenefick, 


W. A. Rohlf, and W. W. Bowen. Dr. Arthur E. Erskine of Cedar Rapids — 


presented a significant paper on ‘‘The Status of Roentgenology in the 
Diagnosis of Incipient Tuberculosis’’. 

It is also noted that Dr. James Moores Ball of St. Louis gave an address 
on ‘*Great Artists and Famous Anatomists’’, which was profusely illustrated 
with lantern slides. 

It was announced that Dr. Merritt W. Ireland, Surgeon General of the 
United States, would arrive in Des Moines Friday morning for an inspection 
of the Fort Des Moines Hospital; as a committee to meet General Ireland 
and to invite him to attend the meeting of the Society, the President 
appointed as members of this committee Lieut.-Col. J. Fred Clarke, 
Chairman; Major C. E. Ruth and Major J. F. Herrick. Later, on behalf 
of the committee appointed to meet and invite Surgeon-General Ireland, Dr. 
Bierring announced that, ‘‘Surgeon General Ireland, now on an inspection 
tour at Camp Dodge, has asked your committee to express to you his very 
highest appreciation of your kind invitation to come before your body, but 
that unfortunately his official duties are keeping him so fully engaged this 
forenoon that he can not be present. He has asked the committee to convey 
to you his very best wishes, and this also includes those of Col. Frank 
Billings who accompanied him on this inspection tour’’. 

‘‘By unanimous consent, Mr. A. W. Hedrich, Boston, Secretary of the 
American Public Health Association, was invited to speak. In a brief address 
Mr. Hedrich set forth the proposed plan of coordinating local and state 
health organizations with the national body, and expressed the hope that 
the Iowa State Medical Society would take a leading part in promoting 
the movement.’’ 

At the House of Delegates session the following officers were elected: 

President-Elect, Donald Macrae, Council Bluffs; 1st Vice Pres., 
George C. Stockman, Mason City; 2nd Vice Pres., Granville N. Ryan, 
Des Moines; Secretary, Tom B. Throckmorton, Des Moines; Treasurer, 
Thos. F. Duhigg, Des Moines. 


1920 

The seventieth meeting of the Society was held in Des Moines, May 12, 
3, 14, 1920, with President William L. Allen presiding. 

The address on surgery this year was presented by Dr. Charles H. Mayo 
of Rochester, Minn. on ‘‘The Thyroid and Its Diseases’’. 

The address in medicine was to have been delivered by Dr. Robert H. 
Babcock of Chicago, but because of the sudden death of his wife, he was 
prevented from coming. The Society voted that a telegram be sent to Dr. 
Babcock extending its profound sympathy to him in his recent bereavement. 

The Committee appointed on President Allen’s address submitted the 
following; ‘‘We desire to heartily recommend the very excellent and 
erudite address of our worthy President. He has somewhat departed from 
the well worn paths usually followed, and called attention to very vital 
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and significant matters, which have been to a great extent overlooked by 
the proper governmental authorities as well as by the profession. If the 
suggestions made are followed to their legitimate conclusions, results may 
be obtained which will be of immeasurable benefit to mankind, not only 
to the present generation but to generations yet unborn. We call special 
attention to that portion of the address touching on the needs of the 
Medical Department of the State University for better facilities for teaching 
the important art of obstetrics, often neglected in many colleges, and hope 
that some steps may be taken to correct that defect. The great war has 
left civilization confused and torn. The United States, of all nations, is in 
a position to lead the way to better things. Are we ready- for the responsi- 
bility? The physical, moral and mental status of a nation depends to a large 
extent upon its motherhood and womanhood. Our President has pointed 
to an almost fatal weakness in Society, and suggested a remedy’’. 
Among the papers presented at this meeting were: 

‘*Surgical Tuberculosis; Indication for Operative or Conservative 
Procedures’’, Arthur Steindler, Iowa City; ‘Encephalitis Lethargica, 
With Report of Cases’’. Dr. Frank M. Fuller, Keokuk; ‘‘The Relation- 
ship of Fractures to Malpractice Suits’’. Charles M. Dutcher, Attorney, 
Towa City. 

At the House of Delegates, the following officers were elected: 

President-Elect, Alanson M. Pond, Dubuque; 1st Vice Pres., Campbell 
P. Howard, Iowa City; 2nd Vice Pres., James W. Osborn, Des Moines; 
Secretary, Tom B. Throckmorton, Des Moines; Treasurer, Thos. F, 
Duhigg, Des Moines. 

At the closing session of the Society, Dr. Donald Macrae, Jr., was inducted 
as President. 


oa 

The seventy-first meeting of the Society was held in Des Moines, May 11, 
12, 13, 1921, with President Donald Macrae, Jr., presiding. 

As President of the Polk County Medical Society, Dr. James W. Osborn, 
gave an eloquent address of welcome, which was responded to by Dr. John 
F. Herrick of Ottumwa. 

The address on surgery at this session was presented by Dr. Charles H. 
Frazier of Philadelphia. 

The oration on medicine was given by Dr. Campbell P. Howard of Iowa 
City, and the oration in surgery by Dr. W. A. Rohlf of Waverly. 

At the banquet on Thursday evening, an address was presented by Dr. 
Edward Jackson of Denver, Colorado, on ‘‘Diseases of the Blood Vessels 
as seen in the Eye’’. At this time President Macrae gave his address on 
‘‘The Relation of the Family Doctor to the Specialist, the General Public 
and the Future of Medicine in Iowa’’. 

At this evening’s session the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted : 


‘“Whereas, we recognize the importance of preventive medicine, and, 

Whereas, we believe in a larger measure of participation on the 
part of the State and County Medical Societies in public health 
movements, 

Therefore, in order to fulfill in these respects both our desire and our 
recognized duty, 

Be it Resolved, That it is the sense of this scientific section of the 
State Medical Society that a state director of field activities should 
be employed either on full or part time. 

And be it further Resolved, that we hereby recommend to the House 
of Delegates that at its meeting on Friday, May 13, it authorize the 
incoming President to appoint a special committee, of which he shall 
be one member, such committee having power to act in carrying out 
the above purposes including the selection of a suitable man either 
on full time or part time, and he to work under the direction of the 
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Committee. ’’ 

At the final session on the third day, Dr. Willis 8. Lemon of Rochester, 
Minn., gave an address on Medicine, his subject being ‘‘Clinical Study of 
Fifty Consecutive Cases of Pneumothorax’’, He received a rising vote of 
thanks for his ‘‘interesting and instructive address.’’ 

The incoming president, Dr. Alanson M. Pond was formerly installed in 
office, after which the Secretary announced the election of the following 
new officers: 

President-Elect, Charles J. Saunders, Fort Dodge; 1st Vice Pres., 
S. A. Spilman, Ottumwa; 2nd Vice Pres., M. A. Tinley, Council Bluffs; 
Secretary, Tom B .Throckmorton, Des Moines; Treasurer, Thos. F. 
Duhigg, Des Moines. 


1922 

The seventy-second meeting of the Society was held in Des Moines, May 
10, 11, 12, 1922, with President Alanson M. Pond presiding. 

The address on Medicine was presented this year by Dr. Henry A. 
Christian of Harvard Medical School, Boston, on the subject ‘‘ Digitalis 
Results in Certain Types of Cardiac Disease’’ (with lantern demonstration) ; 
and the address on Surgery — ‘‘Our Present Knowledge and Experience 
Concerning Caesarean Section’? (with lantern demonstration), was given 
by Dr. Edward P. Davis, Professor of Obstetrics, Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia. 

Among the papers presented by members were the following: 

‘‘Injuries to the Spine not Involving the Cord’’, by Dr. Oliver J. 
Fay, Des Moines. 

‘‘Tumors of the Breast’’, by Dr. William Jepson, Sioux City. 

‘‘Differential Diagnosis between Infection of Bone and Sarcoma of 
Bone’’, by Dr. Harold L. Beye, Iowa City. 

‘‘Subacute Bacterial Endocarditis’’, by Walter L. Bierring, Iowa 
City. (with exhibit of specimens) (This was the first paper on this 
subject to be presented before the State Society) 

At the House of Delegates meeting, the first report was submitted of 
the Field Activities Committee by Dr. Frank E. Sampson, Chairman; the 
other members being Donald Macrae, Jr., and Alanson M. Pond. This 
committee was the result of a resolution adopted at the previous annual 
session. 

In the introduction to the report it is stated that this committee was 
appointed as the result of a recommendation by Dr. Donald Macrae, Jr., 
in his presidential address at the previous session, and the principal purpose 
was ‘‘to effect more active cooperation between the state medical society 
and other state organizations and institutions; to stimulate such societies 
to greater activity along public health lines; to cement relationship and 
better means of communication between State Society and County Society; 
and to secure proper publicity along public health lines and in general 
policy and legislation.’’ It was further recommended by the committee’ that 
the House of Delegates authorize the in- coming President to appoint a special 
committee, having power to act in carrying out the above purposes, including 
the selection of a suitable man, either on a full time or part time basis, to 
work under the direction of the committee, and that an appropriation of 
$7500.00 be provided for use of the proposed standing committee on field 
activities. ”’ 

A resolution incorporating the above was adopted by the House of 
Delegates at its final session, and that the existing committee be continued 
until the formation of a new committee. 

Dr. Charles J. Saunders was formerly installed in office, after which 
the Secretary announced the election of the following officers: 

President-Elect, Oliver J. Fay, Des Moines; 1st Vice Pres., George 
Kessel, Cresco; 2nd Vice Pres., O. F. Parish, Grinnell; Secretary, Tom 
B,. Throckmorton, Des Moines; Treasurer, Thos. F. Duhigg, Des Moines. 
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1923 

The seventy-third meeting of the Society was held in Ottumwa, May 9, 
10, 11, 1923, with President Charles J. Saunders, Fort Dodge presiding. 

The address on Surgery at this session was presented by Dr. Malcolm L. 
Harris of Chicago, on ‘‘The Diagnosis of Some Surgical Conditions’’. 

The address in Medicine was to have been made by Dr. Charles F. Hoover 
of Cleveland, who was unable to be present because of illness, and the 
address was then given by Dr. Archibald Church of Chicago, his subject 
being ‘‘The Healing Principle in Fads and Follies’’. 

By special invitation, Dr. Carl E. Seashore, Professor of Psychology, Iowa 
City, read a paper on ‘‘A Medico-Psychological Survey of Morons in 
lowa’’. é 

As a guest of the Section on Ophthalmology, Otology and Rhinolaryngology 
Dr. H. I. Lillie, of the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn., read a paper on 
‘*Some Practical Conditions of the Physiology of the Upper Respiratory 
rete. 

Dr. Arthur C. Stokes of Omaha, by invitation, presented a paper on 
‘*Acute Osteomyelitis with Special Reference to the Histology of Growing 
Bones’’ (with lantern demonstration). 

At the Thursday afternoon session, Dr. Edwin P. Sloan of Bloomington, 
President of the Illinois State Medical Society, was introduced and expressed 
greetings from his Society. 

At the House of Delegates session, a report of the Field Activities 
Committee was presented by the new Chairman, Dr. W. L. Bierring, which 
stated that it held its first formal meeting in Des Moines, Oct. 23, 1922, 
and effected an organization by electing Dr. W. L. Bierring as Chairman, 
Mr. T. J. Edmonds, Secretary, and Dr. F. E. Sampson, Director. Since 
then there had been five meetings of the committee, two of these being 
joint meetings with the Board of Councilors. Among the subjects which 
were considered at these meetings, were, the inactive county medical society, 
county public health Associations, the full-time county public health officer, 
the operation of the Sheppard-Towner law in Iowa, the Rockefeller Gift, 
and other legislative matters; speakers bureau, clinicians bureau, publicity, 
county hospital movements, distribution of practice in rural counties, ete. It 
stated further ‘‘that Doctor Sampson addressed one hundred and eighteen 
meetings in the state, visited fifty counties and addressed or conferred with 
fifty county societies. He was called upon for numerous addresses out-side 
of the state on the subject of the Iowa Plan and has a large list of 
standing invitations as yet unfilled. He contacted with practically all the 
state organizations which have any interest in health or legislation.’’ ‘‘The 
State Medical Society has received more newspaper publicity in the last 
year than in all its previous history.’’ ‘‘'The clippings resulting from Dr. 
Sampson’s field visits and speeches total over 150 different articles. Three 
syndicated news releases relating to the activities of the State Society 
yielded 425 clippings from all over the state.’’ ‘‘ Articles by Dr. Sampson 
have appeared in nine magazines of national circulation, and three by 
T. J. Edmonds, Secretary, relating to Field Activities of the State Society.’’ 
‘‘The tone of all this publicity is worthy to note. It has emphasized the 
broad attitude adopted by the medical profession, its interest in public 
health, and its services to community welfare. It has put the medical 
profession in a wholesome light in the eyes of thinking people all over the 
state and nation.’’ 

The total expense of the committee for the first nine months will 
approximate about $5300, the report continued, and that an appropriation 
of $7500 be made to carry on the work of this committee for the ensuing 

ear. 
i The following were members of the committee; Walter L. Bierring, 
Chairman, O. J. Fay, B. L. Hiker, R. P. Fagen, N. G. Alcock, James F. 
Edwards, T. J. Edmonds, Secretary, Frank E. Sampson, Director, and 
Tom B. Throckmorton, Secretary of the State Society. 
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Oliver J. Fay was formerly inducted as President, to serve at the next 
meeting to be held in Des Moines. The other officers elected were as 
follows: 

President-Elect, F. M. Fuller, Keokuk; 1st Vice Pres, H. B. 

. Gratiot, Dubuque; 2nd Vice Pres., W. E. Long, Mason City; Secretary, 

Tom B. Throckmorton, Treasurer, C. A. Page, Des Moines. 


1924 

The seventy-fourth meeting of the Society was held in Des Moines, 
May 7, 8, 9, 1924, with President Oliver J. Fay, Des Moines presiding. 

The address in medicine was presented by Dr. Isaac A. Abt of Chicago, 
on ‘‘The Diseases of Twins’’, and the address on surgery, was given by 
Dr. Hubert A. Royster of Raleigh, N. C., his subject being ‘‘The Philosophy 
of Surgery’’. 

At the Thursday evening session, following the President’s address, an 
address was presented by Dr. Emil Mayer of New York City, on ‘‘The 
Study of Affections of the Nose and Throat with Special Reference to the 
Diagnosis of Affections in Other Parts of the Body (lantern demonstration). 

Dr. Frank Billings, Chicago, Secretary of the Board of Trustees, American 
Medical Association, was an invited guest, and in introducing him President 
Fay said ‘‘Closer co-operation between local and state societies, between 
state societies and national association — this is essential to scientific 
advance, and can best be achieved through a better understanding of the 
relationship and interdependence of these organizations.”? ‘‘I am glad 
that Dr. Billings, famous clinician, beloved teacher, always a pioneer in 
every movement for scientific advancement, found it possible to come to 
us aS a representative of the American Medical Association, for I know 
that you are as happy as I am to greet him — as individual and as 
representative of the American Medical Association, Dr. Billings’’, 

The session of the House of Delegates was concerned largely with the 
presentation and reception of reports of the officials of the standing 
committees of the society. Among other things, the House authorized the 
securing of a man for field secretary to act as an assistant to the 
Secretary, as business manager of the Journal, and to assist the Field 
Activities Committee to the end that it might serve in forwarding the 
interests of the Society. 

In the report of the Commitee on Field Activities, recognition was 
accorded for the great services that had been rendered by Dr. F. E. Sampson, 
the prime mover, the first director, but it was felt that he could not eon- 
tinue to sacrifice his private interests to the extent that he had done in 
the past. The special qualifications of some one to take his place were 
stated as follows: ‘‘He should be thoroughly imbued in the ideals of 
scientific medicine, yet at the same time have editorial ability as well as 
the rare quality of personal touch in order to coordinate the various 
interests that are concerned with, human welfare in our state. You must 
be prepared for an outlay of at least $5,000 in order to secure the right 
person, and this with the necessary office and’ traveling expense, will 
easily bring the amount up to the limit of $7,500, which you have set 
aside for this purpose’’. 

The in-coming president, Frank M. Fuller, was installed, and the other 
officers elected were as follows: 

President-Elect, Smith A. Spilman, Ottumwa; 1st Vice Pres., W. H. 
Rendleman, Davenport; 2nd Vice Pres. eles, McManus, Waterloo ‘ 
Secretary, Tom B. Throckmorton; Treasurer, A. C. Page, Des Moines; 
Field Activities Committee, S. A. Spilman, Ottumwa, to replace A. M. 
Pond, Dubuque. 


1925 

The seventy-fifth meeting of the Society was held in Des Moines, May 
13, 14, 15, 1925, with President Frank M. Fuller, Keokuk, presiding. 

The address of welcome for the City was given by Honorable Lafayette 
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Young, Jr., of Des Moines, and on behalf of the local profession by Dr. 
W. W. Pearson, President of the Polk County Medical Society. 

The address on Medicine was presented by Dr. Robert B. Preble of 
Chicago, on the subject ‘‘Some Fundamental Facts in the Diagnosis of 
Heart Lesions’’. At the conclusion of Dr. Preble’s address, the President 
announced that at a meeting of Iowa Physicians held in Des Moines the 
previous evening, there was organized a society for the study of the heart, 
made up of members of the Iowa State Medical Society and working in- 
directly through it, the organization to be known as the Iowa Heart 
Association. 

The address on Surgery, was given by Dr. Walter E. Dandy, Johns 
Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, on the subject, ‘‘The Diagnosis of Brain 
aaimor*?:; 

At the Thursday evening program, at which the President presented his 
address, the guest speaker was Dr. Thomas B. Holloway, University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, who presented an address on ‘Some Types of 
Intraocular Tuberculosis’. 

At the annual banquet on Wednesday evening at the Hotel Fort Des 
Moines the speaker of the evening was Honorable F. F. Faville, Chief 
Justice, Supreme Court of Iowa, who ‘‘gave a masterly address on ‘What 
Next3 717”, 

President Fuller then introduced Governor John Hammill, who made a 
pleasing address from which the following is quoted. ‘‘T want to con- 
gratulate the members. of this Society upon the accomplishments of your 
great profession, and I also want to congratulate your President on the 
splendid message he has just delivered on your profession. It has shown 
its growth and development from the beginning, and if there is anything 
needed today more than anything else, it is an educational program setting 
forth what has been accomplished in medicine in the way of service to the 
people of this great state and to the nation. If an educational program 
of that character were inaugurated generally, you would not have in com- 
petition with you, as you have today, men who are claiming to heal or who 
are attempting to heal the sick’’. ‘‘Just another thought, and that is I 
firmly believe that the Board of Health in Iowa should be made one of 
the important departments of government, because I am thoroughly im- 
pressed with the idea that the purpose and intent of a Department of 
Health on the part of the state to do as much as is possible in the 
way of preventive medicine’’. ‘‘T am glad to have had this opportunity 
to meet with you and extend this word of greeting and bid you God’s 
speed in your profession’”’, 

Another guest speaker who appeared on the Friday forenoon program 
was Dr. W. C. Woodward, Bureau of Legal Medicine and Legislation, 
American MedicalAssociation, Chicago, who spoke on the subject ‘‘Physician’s 
Part in the Legislative Program’’. ; 

In the session of the House of Delegates a letter was read from Major 
General M. W. Ireland, Surgeon General, addressed to Dr. Throckmorton, 
Secretary, asking for the support of the Society in the organization of a 
Medical Reserve Corps in Iowa, and suggested that a military committee 
be appointed for that purpose. Upon motion, the Chair, appointed the follow- 
ing committee: Dr. S. A. Spilman, Dr. Wilbur S. Conkling, and Dr. Donald 
Macrae. 

Dr. Smith A. Spilman, Ottumwa, was officially installed as president, 
and the following other officers were elected: 

President-Elect, Thomas E. Powers, Clarinda; 1st Vice Pres., Frank 
C. Mehler, New London; 2nd Vice Pres., Frederick G. Murray, Cedar 
Rapids; Secretary, Tom B. Throckmorton, Des Moines; Treasurer, A. C. 
Page, Des Moines. 


1926 
The seventy-sixth meeting of the society was held in Des Moines, May 12, 
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13, 14, 1926, with President Smith A. Spilman presiding. 

This session was regarded as the Diamond Jubilee meeting, in that the 
first organization meeting, 1850, and the year missed in the Civil War 
1863, made 1926 the 75th session, but if the organization meeting of 1850 
was considered, this was really the 76th annual session of the Society. 

The address of weleome for the City was given by Mr. Harvey Ingham, 
Editor, Des Moines Register, and in part he spoke as follows: ‘‘It is a 
great pleasure to me to represent the city in welcoming you to Des 
Moines. In coming to these annual conventions we are merely following a 
custom as old as the human race. In the very beginning of time the people 
periodically came from the hills and gathered at their market place to trade 
and to have social enjoyment and amusement, and that was the beginning 
of the modern city.’’ ‘‘What man or woman is engaged in a work s0 
useful as that of the physician? What scientific man has devoted himself 
to such a great purpose as the physician? You are engaged in the largest 
undertaking there is, your minds are directed to the greatest problem in the 
world, and I weleome you to this city not because you will have a good 
time or consider more intimately the concerns of your own organization, but 
because at these meetings you come to a larger appreciation of the problems 
confronting us all, to the end that in the near future we may make a 
Mississippi Valley of the whole world’’. 

The welcome on behalf of the local profession was extended to the 
visiting members by Dr. Thos. A. Burcham, President of the Polk County 
Medical Society, and the response to these greetings of weleome was made 
by Dr. Charles Henry Magee of Burlington. 

The program of the first forenoon comprised three interesting clinical 
demonstrations as follows: 

Dr. Allen Buchner Kanavel, Chicago, gave a clinic on ‘‘Surgery of 
the Hand’’. Dr. John W. Martin, Des Moines, Chairman. 

Dr. Max Aaron Goldstein, St. Louis, gave an Otolaryngological 
Clinic, consisting of a demonstration of the methods employed in 
teaching the deaf, presented by Mrs. Smalley, Superintendent of the 
School for Deaf Children, Des Moines. Dr. William W. Pearson, Des 
Moines, Chairman. 

Dr. William J. Mayo, Rochester, gave a clinic on ‘‘Portal and 
Biliary Cirrhosis’’. Dr. Oliver J. Fay, Chairman. 

On the afternoon program the following addresses were presented: 

Dr. Allen B. Kanavel, Chicago, on ‘‘Experiences in Neurologic 
Surgery’’. 

Dr. Jabez N. Jackson, President-Elect, A.M.A., on ‘*Tumors of the 
Breast’’. : 

Dr. Max Aaron Goldstein, St. Louis, on ‘‘Problems of the Deaf?’ 

Dr. Albert R. Mitchell, Truestee, A.M.A., Lincoln, Nebr., on ‘‘To- 
morrow is Also a Day’’. 

Dr. William J. Mayo, Rochester, on ‘‘The Twilight Zone of Medicine’’. 

The forenoon program of the second day comprised the following clinics: 

Diseases of the Thyroid Gland. Dr. Charles A. Elliott, Chicago. Dr. 
A. C. Page, Chairman. 

A Dermatological Clinic, by Dr. William Allen Pusey, Chicago. Dr. 
Harry C. Willett, Chairman. 

A Surgical Clinic, by Dr. John B. Deaver, Philadelphia. Dr. John OC. 
Rockafellow, Chairman. 

On this afternoon’s program, the following speakers participated : 

Dr. Charles A. Elliott, Chicago, gave an address on ‘‘ Periodic Health 
Examination — A Clinical Demonstration’ ’. 

Dr. R. P. Forbes, Denver, owing to the illness and unavoidable 
absence of Dr. F. P. Gengenbach, addressed the Society on ‘‘The Rural 
Pediatrician’ ’. 

Dr. William Allen Pusey, Chicago, read a paper on ‘‘Our changing 
Conceptions of Eczema’’, 
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Dr. Geo. Elmer Price, Spokane, presented a paper on ‘‘Epidemic 
Encephalitis’’. 

An address on ‘‘The Correlation of Clinical and Pathological Findings 
in Cardiovascular Disease’’ was presented by Dr. Paul Dudley White, 
Boston. 

The closing paper was by, 

Dr. John B. Deaver, Philadelphia, on ‘‘The Romance of Surgery’’. 

At the. evening exercises, Thursday, May 13th, the President’s address 
was presented by Dr. 8. A. Spilman, which was followed by an address 
by Walter L. Bierring, M.D., Des Moines, under the title ‘‘A Diamond 
Jubilee’’, which was a historical review of important incidents connected 
with the work of, and the hardships endured by the pioneer practitioners in 
medicine in the State of Iowa. 

As a memento of the occasion, a special medalion was presented to each 
of the guests of honor, and to the living past presidents of the Society. 

An interesting feature of the program was the awarding of prizes: To 
Dr. Charles H. Magee of Burlington for the best story pertaining to 
medical experiences; for the best antique medical and surgical exhibit — 
Dr. C. A. Boice, Washington, on books and saddle-bags; Dr. Ralph H. 
Parker, an old microscope; and Dr. Thomas M. Throckmorton, Chariton, on 
home wooden splints. 

The final program on Friday morning, May 14th,. included, 

A pediatric clinic on faulty posture and malnutrition, by, Dr. Roy 
P. Forbes, Denver. Dr. Fred Moore, Des Moines, Chairman. 

A neurological clinic by Dr. Geo. Elmer Price, Spokane. with Dr. 
Tom B. Throckmorton, Chairman. 

Ai eardiac clinic, by Dr. Paul Dudley White, Boston, with Dr. 
Merrill M. Myers, as Chairman. 

This program was followed by the induction of President-Elect Thomas 
E. Powers into the office of President of the Society. The Secretary then 
announced the following officers elected for the ensuing year. 

President-Elect, Michael J. Kenefick, Algona; Ist Vice Pres., Frederick 
G. Murray, Cedar Rapids; 2nd Vice Pres., Lester C. Kern, Waverly; 
Secretary, Tom B. Throckmorton, Des Moines; Treasurer, Addison C. 

_ Page, Des Moines. 

At the session of the House of Delegates, the Constitution and By-Laws 
were amended to discontinue the Standing committee on Field Activities, the 
duties of which were to be assumed by the Council. Later a new special 
committee was added, to be known as the Hospital Committee, the members 
of which were Walter L. Bierring, Des Moines, (1929;) Fred M. Smith, 
Iowa City, (1928;) and Frank E. Sampson, Creston, (1927). 


1927 

The seventy-seventh meeting of the Society was held in Council Bluffs, 
May 11, 12, 13, 1927, with President Thomas E. Powers, Clarinda, presiding. 

The address of welcome for the City was given by Honorable Emmet 
Tinley, Council Bluffs; and on behalf of the local profession by Dr. Frank 
Earl Bellinger, President of the Pottawattamie Medical Society. The response 
on behalf of the visiting members was given by Dr. Walter L. Bierring, 
Des Moines, in part as follows: ‘‘It always gladdens the heart of every 
guest to know that he is welcome, but I am sure we have all been touched 
by this cordial, eloquent and protective welcome that has been extended to 
us’’, ‘‘We come here again today, after forty years of absence, gathering 
somewhat like the chiefs of old on those council bluffs, in this beautiful 
Chieftain hostelry of a later day, to smoke once more the pipe of peace 
and harmony, to make new friendships and renew the old. Possibly to 
worship a bit at the shrine of the muse of medical science, but above all 
to breathe that spirit of fellowship which makes these annual meetings 
the brightest spots on. memory’s page. It is in that spirit that we accept 
these kindly words of greeting and of hospitality, and express our grate- 
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fulness for the cordiality of the welcome that has been extended to us’’. 
The address on surgery was given by Dr. George V. I. Brown, of 
Milwaukee, entitled ‘‘Plastic Surgery of the Present Day as Related to 


Practitioners of General Surgery and Medicine and the Layman’”’ (with | 


lantern demonstration ). 

The address in medicine was to have been given by Dr. John H. Musser, 
Jr., Tulane University School of Medicine, New Orleans, but a telegram was 
received, that ‘‘due to acute illness in his family he was forced to forgo 
the honor of appearing before the Iowa Medical Society,’’ and suggesting 
that his paper be read. The title of his address was ‘‘Disorders of the 
Blood’’, and was read by Frank M. Fuller. 

The President’s address was given by Dr. Powers at the evening session 
on Thursday, May 12th, his subject being ‘‘Scientific Medicine’’. ‘‘ At its 
close, the audience fittingly expressed its approval of the comprehensive 
and scholarly way in which the subject of the development and progress of 
scientific medicine from the dawn of history to the present day, had been 
presented. ’’ 

Following this address, Dr. Gabriel Tucker, Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia, addressed the Society on ‘‘Suppurative Diseases of the lung; 
a demonstration of cases at the bronchoscopic clinic.’’ (lantern slide and 
moving picture demonstration). 

Among the interesting papers presented by members of the Society were 
the following: ‘‘ Indications for Surgical Treatment of Duodenal Uleer’’, by 
Lester D. Powell, Des Moines. ‘‘The Present Status of Treatment of 
Syphilis of the Central Nervous System,’’ by John I. Marker, Davenport. 
‘*The Diagnosis and Treatment of Sterility’? by Dr. Norman Miller, Iowa 
City. ‘‘Our Maternal Mortality’’ by Floyd W. Rice of Des Moines. ‘‘ Malta 
Fever’? by Dr. Lee R. Woodward, Mason City; this reported the first 
human case of Malta fever observed in Iowa. 

In the session of the House of Delegates appropriate resolutions were 
adopted expressing great sorrow over the death of Dr. H. C. Eschbach of 
Albia, a former president, and great leader in the State Society, and 
extending deepest sympathy to his bereaved family. 

Dr. M. J. Kenefick of Algona was installed as president, and the follow- 
ing new officers were elected: 

President-Elect, Thomas U. McManus, Waterloo; Ist Vice Pres., Ora 
F. Parrish, Grinnell; 2nd Vice Pres., Royal F. French, Marshalltown ; 
Secretary, "Tom B; "Throckmorton, Des Moines; Treasurer, Robert L. 
Parker, Des Moines. 


1928 

The seventy-eighth meeting of the State Society was held in Cedar 
Rapids, May 9, 10, 11, 1928, with President M. J. Kenefick, Algona, 
presiding. 

The address in medicine was given by Dr. Kennon Dunham of Cincinnati, 
his subject being ‘‘The Pathology of Pulmonary Tuberculosis deduced 
from Physical Signs and the X-ray Plate’’. 

Dr. Paul 8. Rhoads of the Searlet Fever Committee, Chicago, read a 
paper on ‘*Control of Scarlet Fever Epidemics with Special Reference to 
Immunization’ ”. 

At the evening session on Thursday, May 10th, Dr. Arthur Joseph Bedell, 
Albany Medical College, gave an address on ‘‘The -Relation of Ophthmal- 
oscopy to General Medicine’’ (with lantern demonstration). ‘‘ At its close a 
rising vote of thanks was spontaneously extended to Dr. Bedell for the 
painstaking manner in which he presented his theme, as well as for the 
great number and instructive character of the illustrations which accompanied 
the text.’ 

At this session Dr. John H. Peck, Des Moines, Chairman of the Medical 
Section, presented a paper on ‘‘ Bronchiectasis with lantern demonstration’’. 

At the last session, Dr. Wade H. Frost, United States Public Health 
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Service, Washington, D. C., addressed the Society on ‘‘ Poliomyelitis; with 
special reference to its epidemiology and prevention’’. ‘‘Upon motion, a 
rising vote of thanks was extended to Dr. Frost for his valuable contribution 
to the program’’. 

Among the papers presented by members of the Society were the follow- 
ing: ‘‘Diagnosis of Neurasthenia’’? by Dr. John C. Parsons, Creston. ‘‘Con- 
servative Management of Acute Osteomyelitis’’ (with lantern demonstration), 
by Dr. Edward J. Harnagel, Des Moines. ‘‘Clinical Differentiation of 
Hyperthyroidism and Various Functional Disorders’’, by Clarence W. 
Baldridge, Iowa City. ‘‘Fundamental Points in X-ray Diagnosis of Bone 
Tumors’’ (with lantern demonstration), by Dr. Roy F. Bellaire, Sioux City; 
this was discussed by Dr. Raymond V. Brokaw of St. Louis, member 
American Society for the Control of Cancer. 

In the House of Delegates session it was reported by the Board of 
Trustees that the office of Managing Director of the Iowa State Medical 
Society had been established, and that Mr. Vernon V. Blank had been 
appointed to this position. 

At the final session Thomas U. McManus was installed as President, 
and the Secretary announced the election of the following officers for the 
ensuing year: 

President-Elect, John H. Peck, Des Moines; 1st Vice Pres., Pearl E. 
Somers, Grinnell; 2nd Vice Pres., Albert V. W. Hennessy, Council 
Bluffs; Secretary, Tom B. Throckmorton; Treasurer, Robert L. Parker, 
Des Moines. 


1929 

The seventy-ninth meeting of the State Society was held in Des Moines, 
May 8, 9, 10, 1929, with President Thomas U. McManus, Waterloo, pre- 
siding. 

The address of welcome for the City was given by Honorable E. H. 
Mulock, Mayor of Des Moines; and on behalf of the profession by Dr. C. E. 
Ruth, President of the Polk County Medical Society; the response being 
made by Dr. Thomas F. Suchomel of Cedar Rapids. 

The guest speakers at this session were Dr. Joseph Brennemann of 
Chicago, who gave the address in medicine, entitled, ‘‘Some Observations on 
the Treatment of Empyema in Children’’ (with lantern demonstration’’. 

Dr. Hugh Cabot, Dean and Professor of Surgery, University of Michigan 
Medical College, Ann Arbor, presented the address in surgery, entitled ‘‘The 
Choice of Anesthetics in Major Surgery, with Particular Relation for the 
Protection of the Patient’’. 

Dr. Theodore 8. Blaksley of Kansas City, gave the address in opthalmol- 
ogy, otology, and rhino-laryngology, ‘‘Diathermy and Light Therapy in Eye, 
Ear, Nose, Throat Work’’. 

Dr. Earl 8. Brown, Secretary, Kansas State Board of Health, discussed 
‘“Morbidity and Mortality in Relation to Public Health’’. 

The new Dean of the University of Iowa, College of Medicine, Dr. 
Henry H. Houghton, appeared for the first time on the State Society pro- 
gram, and presented a paper on ‘‘Unity and Progress in Medicine’’. 

In the sessions of the House of Delegates, the reports of the different 
committees were received, and it is noted in the report of the Committee 
on Publication, that there has been a change in the editorship of the 
Journal, the former associate editor, Dr. R. R. Simmons had been named 
as editor, retaining Dr. D. §S. Fairchild as editor emeritus and historian. 
The first report of the managing director of the Society Mr. Vernon D. ° 
Blank, was presented, which was a very complete report of activities, 
particularly in public relations, and was well received and approved. 

The comprehensive report of the Committee on Public Policy and 
Legislation by the Chairman, Dr. Thomas A. Burcham, indicated the enact- 
ment of the Workmens Compensation Law. Also the acceptance of Federal 
grants by the State Department for aid in public health work. The approval 
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of divisions of public health engineering and preventable diseases in the 
State Department of Health. The transfer of the investigation of tuber- 
culosis from the State Board of Control to the State Department of 
Health; and support of indigent tuberculous patients by County Boards 
of Supervisors. 

Attention is directed also in this report to the marked differences in 
appropriation for State public health work, granted to the Department of 
Health, and for the State University for laboratory, epidemiology maternity 


and infant hygiene, and child welfare. The Legislative Committee recommends 


that a conference be held by representatives of each of the following 
groups: State Medical Society, State University, Health Commissioner, and 
State Board of Health, to arrive at a more equable adjustment of 
these appropriations. The Committee also recommended certain changes in 
the Haskell-Klaus and Perkins Acts. 

The House also approved the appointment of a Historical Committee 
of which Dr. D. 8. Fairchild of Clinton was to be chairman. 

At the final session, Dr. John H. Peck, was installed as president of 
the Society, and the Secretary announced the election of the following 
officers for the ensuing year. 


President-Elect, William A. Rholf, Waverly; 1st Vice Pres., Gordon 
PF, Harkness, Davenport; 2nd Vice Pres., William W. Bowen, Fort 
Dodge; Secretary, Tom B. Throckmorton, Des Moines; Treasurer, 
Robert L. Parker, Des Moines. 


1930 

The eightieth meeting of the State Society was held in Marshalltown, 
May 14, 15, 16, 1930, with President John Hyren Peck, Des Moines, 
presiding. 

The address of welcome for the city was given by Dr. Aaron C. Conaway, 
Mayor of Marshalltown; and for the profession by Dr. Arthur D. Woods, 
President of the Marshall County Medical Society. 

The custom was instituted at this session of having the guest speakers 
present a clinic on the forenoon program, and an address on a definite 
subject at the afternoon sessions. 

On the first forenoon, the medical clinie was conducted by Dr. O. H. 
Perry Pepper, Philadelphia; and a surgical clinic by Dr. Temple Fay, also 
of Philadelphia. Similar clinics were conducted by these clinicians on the 
forenoon of the next day. 


At the afternoon session, Dr. Pepper read an address on ‘‘The Internists 
Responsibility for the Fruitless Laporotomy’’; while Dr. Temple Fay pre- 
sented an address on Thursday afternoon entitled ‘‘ Acute Cerebralhydration 
States; their management by dehydration, with a special reference to 
epilepsy and cerebral trauma’’. 


At the Wednesday evening session Dr. George Francis Suker of Chicago, 
gave an address on ‘‘Thyroid Dyscrasies in Relation to Eye Diseases’’, A 
further address was given on ‘‘What Minnesota is Doing’? by Dr. Samuel 
H. Boyer of Duluth. This was discussed by Dr. Edward A. Myerding, and 
Mr. Manley H. Brist of St. Paul. 

At the Friday morning session Dr. William Gerry Morgan, President- 
Elect of the American Medical Association, Washington, D. C., read an 
address on ‘‘Functional Diseases of the Alimentary Tract’’. 


Two interesting symposia were arranged for this session, the first being 
on Fractures, in which the following members presented papers: Drs. 
Clarence O. Epley, Spirit Lake; W. Eugene Wolcott, Des Moines; Fred L. 
Knowles, Fort Dodge; John A. Cahill, Volga; Peter A. Bendixen, Daven- 
port; and Charles A. Katherman, Sioux City. This was followed by a general 
resume by Dr. Charles W. Hopkins, Chief Surgeon, Chicago Northwestern 
Railroad, Chicago. The second symposium was on Heart Disease, and included 
papers by Drs. Daniel J. Glomset, Des Moines, on ‘ ‘Hereditary Hyperten- 
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sion’’; Herbert W. Rathe, Waverly, on ‘Coronary Diseases’’; and Fred M. 
Smith, Iowa City, on ‘‘Cardiac Therapy’’. 

In the session of the House of Delegates a number of amendments to 
the Constitution were proposed, which would have had a marked effect 
on the organization procedure of the Society, but they were not adopted. 

In the report of the Committee on Necrology it is noted that one past 
president, Dr. Thomas EK. Powers, had deceased during the year. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

President-Elect, Channing G. Smith, Granger; Ist Vice Pres., Raymond 
S. Grossman, Marshalltown; 2nd Vice Pres., W. R. Brock, Sheldon; 
Secretary, Robert L. Parker, Des Moines; Treasurer, Daniel J. Glomset, 
Des Moines. - 


1931 

The eighty-first meeting of the State Society was held in Des Moines, 
May 13, 14, 15, 1931, with President William A. Rohlf of Waverly pre- 
siding. 

Secretary Parker announced total registration of 790 physicians, the 
largest registration at any previous meeting being 772. 

The clinics held during the first forenoon were, a medical clinic by Dr. 
Campbell P. Howard of Montreal, and a surgical clinic by Dr. Howard L.' 
Beye of Iowa City. Similar clinics were given on Thursday forenoon. 

On Wednesday afternoon Dr. Howard gave the address in medicine, ‘Some 
of the More Unusual Types of Cancer of the Stomach’”. 

On the second day’s program, Dr. George W. MacKenzie of Philadelphia, 
delivered an address on ‘‘Indications for the Simple Mastoid Operation’ ’. 

At the Friday morning session, Dr. D. C. Balfour of Rochester, Minnesota, 
presented a surgical clinic, and Dr. Jay F. Auner of Des Moines conducted 
a dermatological clinic. 

At the session of the House of Delegates, the most important action 
taken was the redistricting’ of the State into Councillor Districts, in which 
the eleven Districts were arranged differently from the former plan, to 
make them approximately of uniform size and number of constituent 
counties. 

The dues were raised to $12.00, which was to apply for one year only. 

The report of the Committee on Public Policy and Legislation submitted 
through Dr. Thos. A. Burcham, chairman, was unusually complete, and 
listed a large group of bills introduced during the 44th General Assembly, 
in which the medical profession was particularly interested, and the dis- 
position of each bill. 

The report of the Committee on Necrology listed 75 physicians who had 
died during the preceding year, including four past presidents—William 
L. Allen, George E. Crawford, D. S. Fairchild, and James R. Guthrie; and 
such leaders as Henry Albert, Commissioner of Health; J. Lynn Crawford 
of Cedar Rapids; W. J. Egloff, Mason City; A. R. Leith, Wilton Junction ; 
Fritz Rosenbladt of Omaha; and Charles E. Ruth, Des Moines. 

The new officers elected for the ensuing year were as follows: 

President Elect, B. L. Eiker, Leon; 1st Vice Pres., Prince E. Sawyer, 
Sioux City; 2nd Vice Pres, J. Fred Clarke, Fairfield; Trustee, 
Oliver J. Fay, Des Moines; Delegate to the A.M.A., Fred Moore, Des 
Moines (alternate N. G. Alcock, Iowa City). 


1932 ! 
The eighty-second meeting of the Society was held in Sioux City, May 5, 
6, 7, 1932, with President Channing G. Smith, Granger, presiding. 

The first forenoon program included a medical clinie by Dr. Henry J. 
Ulrich of Minneapolis; and a surgical clinic by Dr. Dean Lewis of 
Baltimore. 

At the afternoon session Dr. Ulrich gave the address in medicine on 
‘*Pulmonary Arterio sclerosis; A New Clinical Triad’’; and on the second 
day, Dr. Dean Lewis presented the address in surgery entitled ‘‘ Fundamental 
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Knowledge of Cancer’’. 

An address was also given by Dr. Hal Downey of Minneapolis on ‘‘ Present 
Day Knowledge of Blood Cell Formation and Pathology’’. 

At the Friday afternoon program Dr. William D. Mullin of Cleveland, 
gave an address on ‘‘Cancer of the Larynx”’. Dr. Charles A. Stewart of 
Minneapolis, on the ‘‘Diagnosis of Childhood Tubereculosis’’. One of the 
distinctive contributions to this program was by Dr. Anton J. Carlson, of 
Chicago who spoke on ‘‘Child Health and Protection, the Physicians 
Responsibility ’?’. 

This annual session was saddened by the announcement made by the 
President on the first day, of the sudden severe illness with acute pneumonia, 
of the President-Elect Dr. B. L. Hiker. He died’ on the last day of 
the session; before the session closed President Smith and a committee 
comprising Drs. Wm. A. Rholf of Waverly; Tom B. Throckmorton, Des 
Moines; and F. E. Bellinger, Council Bluffs, visited Dr. Eiker at the 
hospital and officially inducted him into office as President of the Iowa 
State Medical Society. 

At the House of Delegates session no special actions were taken. 

The first report of the Speakers Bureau indicated that a large number 
of prominent speakers had been present at the several graduate institutes. 

In the report of the Committee on Necrology, it was noted that two 
past presidents, Dr. Donald Macrae, Jr., of Council Bluffs, and Dr. J. N. 
Warren of Stoux City, deceased during the year. Among the list is also noted 
the death of Dr. Henry J. Prentiss, Professor of Anatomy, Iowa City; and 
Dr. Merrill M. Myers of Des Moines, the latter having’ successfully directed 
the heart clinics throughout the State arranged by the Iowa Tuberculosis 
Association and the State Speaker’s Bureau. 

The new officers elected at this session were: 

President-Elect, Charles B. Taylor, Ottumwa; 1st Vice Pres., W. W. 
Bowen, Fort Dodge; 2nd Vice Pres., E. C. Cobb, Sioux City; Trustee, 
E. M. Myers, Boone. 


1933 

The eighty-third session of the Society was held in Des Moines, May 10, 
11, 12, 1933, with President W. W. Bowen, Fort Dodge, presiding. At this 
session Dr. B. L. Eiker should have presided as president, but owing to his 
unfortunate death, immediately following the Sioux City session in 1932, 
Dr. Bowen as president-elect succeeded to the office of president. 

The scientific session began with a medical clinic by Dr. David P. 
Barr of St. Louis, followed by a surgical clinie by Dr. Henry M. Richter of 
Chicago. At the afternoon session Dr. Richter presented the address in 
surgery on ‘‘Radical Gastric Surgery in Peptic Uleer’’. . 

At the Thursday morning session a surgical clinie was again presented 
by Dr. Richter, and a medical clinic by Dr. Barr. At the afternoon pro- 
gram, the address in medicine was given by Dr. David P. Barr, St. Louis 
entitled ‘‘The Functions of the Anterior Lobe of the Hypophysis’’. This 
was followed by a paper by Dr. William H. Plummer of Rochester, Minn., 
on ‘Diagnosis of Mild and Atypical Cases of Exophthalmie Goitre’’; and 
one by Dr. James A. Evans of LaCrosse, Wis., on ‘‘Hyperinsulinism; case 
reports and discussions of medical and surgical treatment’’. 

At the House of Delegates session, the Committee on Child Health and 
Protection, which was established at a previous session, consisting of Drs. 
Fred Moore, chairman, E. D. Plass and J. D. Boyd of Iowa City ;Lee F. 
Hill Des Moines; and H. E. Farnsworth of Storm Lake, made its first 
report at this session, stating that it had been deyeloping a plan of coopera- 
tion in the related activities of the Iowa State Medical Society and the 
Bureau of Maternal and Child Hygiene of the State Department of 
Health. The fundamental purpose of the committee was educational, and 
suggested for consideration studies pertaining to the complications of 
pregnancy; the nutrition of -pregnancies; infant feeding; pre-school exami- 
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nation; summer round-up; immunization; pediatric clinics; and_ school 
health programs. It was also recommended that this committee confer 
frequently with the Council of the State Society, and that its work be 
closely allied with that of the Council. This report was received and 
approved. 

A significant paper was presented at this session by Dr. Clarence L. 
Heald of Sigourney, under the title ‘‘How Can the Present Mortality from 
Appendicitis be Lowered?’’. The need of early diagnosis was stressed, but 
the principal point in the paper was the great need for ‘é public enlighten- 
ment’? as to the danger of giving a cathartic for abdominal pain. This 
could be accomplished more effectively by the enactment of a law  re- 
quiring manufacturers and druggists to print the following legend on the - 
label of any laxative medicine sold to the public: ‘Warning: Do not 
give this or any other laxative for pain in the stomach or abdomen, except 
upon advice of your physician. If it should be appendicitis a laxative would 
be dangerous.’’ 

At the House of Delegates the following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year. 

President-Elect, Gordon F. Harkness, Davenport; 1st Vice ‘Pres., 
Wiliam E. Ash, Council Bluffs; 2nd Vice Pres., Frank H. Conners, 
Nevada; Secretary, Robert L. Parker, Des Moines; Treasurer, Harold J. 
McCoy, Des Moines; Trustee, John I. Marker, Davenport. 


1934 

The eighty-fourth session of the Society was held in Des Moines, May 9, 
10, 11, 1934, with President Charles H. Taylor of Ottumwa presiding. 

The scientific session began with a symposium on Arthritis, participated in 
by Drs. John C. Parsons, Creston; J. K. vanLackum Cedar Rapids; and 
Arch F. O’Donoghue of Sioux City. An interesting paper was then pre- 
sented by Oliver J. Fay of Des Moines on the subject ‘‘Shall Organized 
Medicine Survive?’’. This was followed by the address of President Taylor, 
entitled, ‘‘A Report of Stewardship’’. 

At the second day’s session, the guest speaker in medicine was Dr. R. W. 
Scott of Cleveland, who spoke on ‘‘Syphilis as the Cause of Heart Disease’ ’, 
and then conducted a medical clinic illustrating cases of this type. Dr. Lester 
D. Powell of Des Moines, chairman of the Section on Surgery, introduced the 
surgical guest speaker, Dr. Verne C. Hunt of Los Angeles, who presented 
a paper on ‘‘Surgical Lesions of the Stomach and the Duodenum’’, and 
conducted a surgical clinic illustrating these conditions. 

The guest speaker of the Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Section, was Dr. 
John J. Shea of Memphis, Tenn., who presented a paper on ‘‘The Relation- 
ship of Otolaryngology to General Medicine’’. 

At the session on the last day, Dr. Verne C. Hunt discussed the ‘“Surgical 
aspects of the gall bladder and biliary tract,’’ and conducted a surgical 
clinic. This was followed by a medical clinic given by Dr. R. W. Scott, 
with a special discussion on hypertensive heart disease. 

Dr. Walter L. Bierring of Des Moines, State Commissioner of Health, 
presented a paper on ‘‘The Relation of the State Department of Health to 
the Practice of Medicine’’. 

Dr. R. G. Leland of Chicago, Director of the Bureau of Medical Economies, 
American Medical Association, presented an address on ‘‘Some Causes of 
Professional Unrest’’. 

Among the social events of this season, was a formal reception the first 
evening of the session, at the Hotel Fort Des Moines, in honor of Walter L. 
Bierring, M.D., President-Elect, American Medical Association. 

At the annual banquet on the second evening, May 10th, President 
Taylor presented his address entitled ‘‘Who are Graduates in Medicine’’, 
which was followed by an address by the President-Elect, Gordon F. 
Harkness, on ‘‘Why Are We Here and Where are We Going??’, 

In the House of Delegates the reports of officers and several committees 
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were received and considered. 

The report of the Committee on Public Policy and Legislation through 
its Chairman, Dr. Burcham, stated that the most important measure adopted 
by the 45th General Assembly, (extra session) was Senate File 112, which 
changed the Perkins, Haskell-Klaus laws, with special reference to commit- 
ment of patients to the University Hospital, containing the so-called County 
quota plan. 

The Committee also asked that the Society instruct the Legislative Com- 
mittee to use its efforts in trying to get a bill passed which embodied the 
Basic Science Law. This was adopted, and the Committee so instructed. 

In the report of the Delegates to the American Medical Association, 
- reference was made to instructions received at the last annual session for 
the delegates to promote the candidacy of Walter L. Bierring, to the 
office of president-elect of the American Medical Association. Doctor 
Moore, Delegate, presented Dr. Bierring to the House of Delegates of the 
American Medical Association. And in his report Dr. Moore referred to it 
as follows: ‘‘It is rather an uncommon privilege for a member of a state 
society to have the opportunity to promote the candidacy of one of its 
own members for the highest office which organized medicine in the United 
States has to offer. It is a rarer privilege to do it and win. It was a 
real privilege to promote the candidacy of one from the rank and file © 
of the practitioners of medicine, and that was the real basis on which we 
offered a member of our own organization. It was a very happy delegation 
from Iowa when a member of our Society was chosen as President-elect 
of the American Medical Association. If you hear more or less kidding 
about the situation I think you should be entitled to know just what some 
of the things refer it. We were organized, perhaps, as a racing stable. We 
had our horse; we had our trainer; we had our stable boys, and we had 
our carriers. We had plenty of competition. The rival candidates were Dr. 
Heckel of Pittsburgh, who has rendered long service to the American Medical 
Association as Trustee, Dr. Harvey Cushing of Boston, whose reputation is 
known to all of you, and General Cumming of the U. S. Public Health 
Service. We are very pleased to give you this final account of our steward- 
ship. Before presenting Exhibit A, the President-elect of the American 
Medical Association, I want to make this one statement, that we have not 
contracted or bought on the installment plan, and any delegate from this 
Society who goes to the American Medical Association in the future is 
under no obligations to any delegation from any other state, other than 
that of good fellowship and good friendship. ‘‘The President-elect! ’’ 

The members arose and applauded President-elect Bierring of the American 
Medical Association, who responded with a few words of appreciation. 

The report of the Committee on Necrology stated that 63 physicians had 
died during the year, the youngest being 31 years of age, and the oldest 
85 yrs. Among the deceased were two past presidents, Dr. John F. Herrick 
and Dr. Max E. Witte. 

The following officers were elected by the House of Delegates: 

President-elect, Thomas A. Burcham, Des Moines; Ist Vice Pres., 
F. B. Dorsey, Jr., Keokuk; 2nd Vice Pres., J. C. Hill, Newton; Trustee, 
Oliver J. Fay, Des Moines. 


1935 

The eighty-fifth session of the Society was held in Davenport, May 8, 

9, 10, 1935, with President Gordon F. Harkness of Davenport presiding. 
Greetings of welcome were extended by Mayor Merle F. Wells and by 
Dr. Martin D. Ott, President of the Scott County Medical Society. 

The scientific session began with a symposium on ‘‘Carcinoma of the 
Colon’’ by the following essayists: Dr. Ernest E. Shaw, Indianola; Dr. Carl 
L, Gillies, Iowa City; and Dr. N. Boyd Anderson of Des Moines. A paper 
on ‘‘Survey of Cesarean Sections in Iowa’’ was presented by Dr. Everett D. 
Plass of Iowa City, which aroused considerable discussion. 
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The President of the American Medical Association, Dr. Walter L. 
Bierring of Des Moines, was introduced and extended greetings. 

Dr. Gordon F. Harkness then presented his presidential address which was 
a fine scholarly exposition of the responsibility of the medical profession 
to medical education in Iowa. 

At the Thursday morning session Dr. Loyal Davis of.Chicago presented a 
paper on ‘‘The Treatment of Cerebral Injuries’’, and conducted a surgical 
clinic illustrating cases of this type. 

The medical guest speaker, Dr. William S. Middleton of the University 
of Wisconsin Medical School, presented a paper on ‘‘ Post-operative Pul- 
monary Complications; their Prevention and Management’’. 

The guest speaker of the Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Section, Dr. Harry 
S. Gradle, Chicago, presented a paper on ‘‘The Management of Eye Injuries 
by the General Practitioner’’. 

Following this an address was presented by Dr. Walter L. Bierring, 
President, American Medical Association. It may be of interest to quote 
his opening remarks. ‘‘It is difficult to express in words the personal 
appreciation of the privilege that this occasion offers — to speak in the 
city of one’s birth, to friends and colleagues of a lifetime, on behalf of 
the American Medical Association, in which you by your interest and 
gracious support did so much to elevate a fellow Iowan to this higher 
station’’. 

Dr. Charles 8. Skaggs, President of the Illinois State Medical Society 
was introduced, and extended greetings on behalf of his Society. 

At the Friday morning session, May 10th, Dr. Middleton conducted a 
medical clinic, and discussed ‘‘lymph Node Diseases; their differential 
diagnosis and treatment’’. 

A Surgical clinic was presented by Dr. Loyal Davis of Chicago who 
discussed particularly ‘‘The Diagnosis and Treatment of Peripheral Nerve 
Injury’’. 

Det Forrest Hill of Des Moines introduced the next guest speaker, 
Dr. C. Anderson Aldridge of Chicago, who presented a paper on ‘‘ Treatment 
of Acute Nephritis in Children’’. 

The -President, Dr. Harkness, then introduced Dr. James 8S. McLester of 
Birmingham, Ala., President-Elect of the American Medical Association, who 
presented an address on ‘‘ Deficiency Diseases as a Clinical Product’’. 

President Harkness then presented the gavel to the incoming president, 
Dr. Thomas A. Burcham of Des Moines. This gavel was specially prepared 
by Dr. Arthur W. Erskine of Cedar Rapids, ‘‘made from a piece of wood 
of a tree said to be a direct branch of that from which the original 
Aesculapian staff was obtained, from the Island of Epidauras in the 
Adriatic Sea.’’ This gavel Doctor Burcham then presented to the State 
Society, to become a part of the Archives. 

A unique feature at the banquet on Thursday evening was the presence 
of both the president and the president-elect of the American Medical 
Association. The address of the evening ‘‘Are Doctors Human?’’ was 
presented by Professor Gordon J. Laing of the University of Chicago. 

In the House of Delegates session, extensive reports were submitted by 
the several standing and special committees. The Committee on Public 
Relations recommended the formation of an inter-professional organization, 
comprising veterinarians, nurses, dentists, pharmacists and physicians. 

The delegates to the American Medical Association reported on the 
Cleveland meeting, June 11-15, 1934, as well as on the special meeting of 
the House of Delegates held in Chicago on February 15-16, 1935. At the 
latter session, the attitude of the Association was expressed in regard to 
the following: ‘‘Sickness insurance, changes in the nature of the practice 
of medicine, committee on the costs of medical care, medical advisory 
board,* and President Roosevelt’s message of January 17, 1935, relative to 


“This Board was appointed by Secretary Perkins, comprising 11 physicians, 
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employment insurance, Federal aid to dependent children, the support of 
existing mother’s pension system, appropriation for services for the pro- 
tection and care of dependent children, and additional Federal aid to state 
and local public health agencies.’’ 

Iowa was represented at this special session by Walter L. Bierring, 
President of the American Medical Association, Gordon F. Harkness, 
President of the Iowa State Medical Society; Thomas <A. Burcham, President- 
Elect; Robert L. Parker, Secretary; Oliver J. Fay, Chairman, Board of 
Trustees; Fred Moore, T. F. Thornton, and V. L. Treynor, delegates from 
Iowa; also Tom B. Throckmorton, Delegate Section of Neurology and 
Psychiatry. After acceptance of the report, the following resolution was 
adopted: ‘‘That the House of Delegates of the Iowa State Medical Society 
endorses the action of the House of Delegates of the American Medical 
Association at its special meeting held in Chicago February 15, 16, 1935. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

President Elect, Prince E. Sawyer, Sioux City; Ist Vice Pres., James 
C. Hill, Newton; 2nd Vice Pres., Raymond. E. Peck, Davenport; Trustee, 
HK. M. Myers, Boone. 


1936 

The eighty-sixth session of the Society was held in Des Moines, April 29, 
30, May 1, 1936, with President Thomas A. Bureham presiding. 

Since 1934 the programs have been arranged so that general sessions 
-were held in the forenoon, and separate sections were held in the afternoon, 
in medicine, surgery, and ophthalmology, otology and rhinlaryngology. The 
guest speakers usually presented a clinic in the forenoon, and a paper at 
one of the special sections in the afternoon. 

Dr. S. Marx White of Minneapolis was the medical guest speaker, and 
presented a medical clinic on ‘‘Essential Hypertension’? and a paper on 
‘Paroxysmal Tachycardia’’. Dr. Wayne Babcock of Philadelphia presented a 
surgical clinic on ‘‘Breast Tumors’’, and at the Friday general session 
gave a paper on ‘‘Anesthesia’’. Dr. Arthur C. Christie of Washington, D. C., 
gave an address on ‘‘Modern Conception of Irradiation Therapy in 
Malignancy’’, and at the Friday general session, discussed the subject of 
““Medical Economics’’, Dr. Samuel C. Kopetsky of New York City the 
guest speaker of the Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Section, presented an 
address on ‘‘Diseases of the Petrous Portion of the Temporal Bone from 
the Standpoint of the General Medical Man, The Neurologist, and the 
Otologist’’. Dr. George W. Covey of Lincoln, Nebr., President of the 
Nebraska State Medical Society was introduced, and presented greetings 
from his Society. 

One of the distinctive features of this session was the address of the 
president, Dr. Thomas A. Burcham. It referred at length to the changing 
social order as influenced by recent national legislation, and its effect on 
the physician and his practice. It described the direct bearing of the 
Social Security Act on the profession, particularly in carrying out the 
provisions of the same, such as the old age pension, aid to blind and 
dependent children, and particularly stressed the importance of public health 
measures that were included in the Act. To accomplish the objective of 
preventive medicine in all that it implies, would require changes in public 
health laws. In the education of the public, the individual physician must 
do his share in popularizing and emphasizing the importance of these 
preventive measures. ‘‘The general phases of public health work must be 
recognized as a public responsibility’’. He discussed at length the medical 
relief situation in Iowa, and group hospitalization, of organization looking 
to the pre-payment of hospital fees. In a closing paragraph he states ‘‘with 





to consider in detail the various sections of the Social Security Act, which 
included one section on Health Insurance. Dr. Walter L. Bierring, was a 
member of this committee. 
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the exception of properly administered old age pensions, care of dependent 
children, and care of public health measures, social security in any form 
of health insurance, sickness insurance, or unemployment insurance, is 
conducive to the loss of the individual physicians initiative’’. ‘‘Only 
through organized medicine and a united front can we hope to have an 
active part in the final solution of the question of medical practice in the 
face of changing conditions’’. 
The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President-Elect, Edward M. Myers, Boone; 1st Vice Pres., Frank J. 
Rohner, Iowa City; 2nd Vice Pres., Douglas N. Gibson, Des Moines; 
Secretary, Robert L. Parker, Des Moines; Treasurer, Harold J. McCoy, 
Des Moines; Trustee, John I. Marker, Davenport. 


1937 

The eighty-seventh session -of the Society was held in Sioux City, May 12, 
13, 14, 1937, with President Prince E. Sawyer, Sioux City, presiding. 

The scientific session opened with a symposium on ‘‘Gall bladder 
Diseases’’ presented by the following: Drs. Ewen M. MacEwen, Fred M. 
Smith, Carl L. Gillies, and Frank E. Peterson, of Iowa City. 

On Thursday forenoon the medical guest speaker was Dr. E. V. Allen of 
the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, who presented a medical clinic illustrating cases 
with polycythemia and hypertension. 

Dr. Dean D. Lewis of Baltimore was the surgical guest speaker and 
conducted a clinic on ‘‘Endocrinology as Related to Surgery’’ with cases 
illustrating the case. » 

Dr. Sanford R. Gifford of Chicago was the guest speaker of the Eye, Ear, 
Nose and Throat Section, and presented an address on ‘‘Recent Views of 
Senile Cataract’’. This was followed by Dr. Alexis F. Hartman of St. Louis 
who spoke on ‘‘Hyperinsulinism and Hypoglycaemia in Infants and 
Children ’’, 

Dr. Frank J. Rohner of Iowa City, First Vice President, then assumed 
the chair, while the presidential address was delivered by Dr. Prince E. 
Sawyer. This was a fine statesmanlike presentation of some of the important 
problems facing the Iowa practitioner. 

- On Thursday afternoon, Dr. Claude F. Dixon of Rochester, Minn., pre- 
sented. a paper on ‘‘Surgery of the Large Bowel?’’. 

In the Section on Medicine, Dr. Alexis F. Hartman of St. Louis, gave a 
paper on ‘‘The Prevention and Treatment of Severe Disturbances in Water 
and Electrolyte Balance’’. 

In the Section of Opthalmology, Otology and Rhino-Laryngology Dr. 
Gifford of Chicago, presented a paper on ‘‘The Treatment of Corneal 
Uleers?’. 

At the Friday forenoon session Dr. Dean Lewis conducted a clinig on 
“Surgical Lesions of the Breast’’, and Dr. E. V. Allen presented a paper 
and a clinic on ‘‘Exhaustive States and Disorders of Mood and Their 
Treatment with the Use of Benzidrene Sulphate’’. 

This session was specially honored by the presence of Dr. Charles Gordon 
Heyd, President of the American Medical Association, who gave an address 
on ‘‘Medical Economics’’. 

At the House of Delegates session, the Board of Trustees reported the 
resignation of Dr. R. R. Simmons as editor of the Journal, and the appoint- 
ment of Dr. Lee Forrest Hill of Des Moines as the new editor, with Dr. 
Simmons retained as associate editor. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

President-Elect, Arthur W. Erskine, Cedar Rapids; 1st Vice Pres., 
Kenneth L. Johnston, Oskaloosa; 2nd Vice Pres., Arch F. O’Donoghue, 
Sioux City; Trustee, Oliver J. Fay, Des Moines. 


1938 
The eighty-eighth session of the Society was held in Des Moines, May 11, 
12, 13, 1938, with President Edward M. Myers of Boone presiding. 
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Following the addresses of weleome President Myers introduced Dr. Cyrus 
C. Sturgis of Ann Arbor, Mich., who spoke on the subject ‘‘ Diseases 
Associated with Changes in the Red Blood Cells’’, and conducted a clinic 
in which patients exhibiting this type of disease appeared. 

Dr. Ewarts A. Graham, Washington University School of Medicine, St. 
Louis, was introduced as the surgical guest speaker, who discussed the 
subject ‘‘Thoracic Surgical Diseases’’ and examined patients clinically. 

At the Thursday morning session Dr. Cyrus C. Sturgis conducted another 
medical clinic on ‘‘Diseases Associated with Changes in the White Blood 
Cells’’. And Dr. Ewarts A. Graham gave a surgical clinic on ‘‘Gall 
Bladder Disease’’. 

The Friday morning session was devoted largely to a+ symposium on 
Obstetrics which was presented by the following speakers: Dr. Lawrence E. 
Kelley of Des Moines; Dr. Howard A. Weis, Davenport; Drs. William F. 
Mengert, Everett D. Plass, and John H. Randall of Iowa City; Dr. Otto N. 
Glesne of Fort Dodge; and Dr. Roy E. Crowder of Sioux City. 

President Myers asked Dr. Walter L. Bierring to introduce Father 
Alphonse M. Schwitalla, Dean, St. Louis University School of Medicine, who 
gave an interesting address on ‘‘ Medical Economics’’*. 

Following this, Dr. Arthur W. Erskine of Cedar Rapids was installed as 
President of the Society. 

At the House of Delegates session, in the report of the Committee on 
Public Policy and Legislation, Dr. R. B. Bernard, President of the Inter- 
Professional Association, presented an extensive report on the activities of 
this organization; following which he proposed this resolution: ‘‘That the 
House of Delegates of the Iowa State Medical Society recommend for 
favorable consideration of the Program Committee, the matter of acting 
as host to the Inter-Professional Association in connection with a half day 
program’’, which was adopted. 

The report of the Speakers Bureau indicated a very successful year. The 
report was accompanied by a map, which told graphically what sections of 
the state were availing themselves of the services of the Bureau, which 
practically covered the entire state. 

The members of the Speakers Bureau are lsted as follows: 

Drs. Daniel J. Glomset, Chairman; Harold L. Brereton, Earl B. Bush, 
James Dunn, Lester C. Kern, and Sydner D. Maiden. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

President Elect, Felix A. Hennessy, Calmar; lst Vice Pres., W. C. 
Goenne, Davenport; 2nd Vice Pres., G. C. Albright, Iowa City; Trustee, 
Lee R. Woodward, Mason City. 


1939 

The eighty-ninth session of the Society was held in Des Moines, April 
25, 26, 27, 1939, with president Arthur W. Erskine of Cedar Rapids pre- 
siding. 

President Erskine introduced Dr. Soma Weiss, Harvard Medical School, 
Boston, as the medical guest speaker, who spoke to the assembly on the 
subject ‘‘Treatment of Circulatory Collapse and Shock’’. 

Dr. N. Frederick Hicken of Omaha was introduced, who presented a paper 
on ‘*‘The Diagnosis of Breast Tumors, with Management of Carcinoma’’. 

At the morning session of the second day, Dr. Frank H. Lahey of Boston, 
presented an address on ‘‘New Ideas in Thyroid Surgery’’. He was followed 
by Dr. William H. Holmes of Chicago, who discussed ‘‘ Bacillary Dysentery.’’ 
The third paper in the morning was on the subject ‘‘Medical Department 
of the United States Army in Civilian Conservation Corps Activities’’, by 
Lieut. Colonel C. D. Pillsbury, M.D., of Omaha. 

Immediately following a noon recess, Dr. William L. Benedict of 
Rochester, Minn., presented an address on ‘‘The Etiology of Choreo- 
Retinitis’ ’, 


*Jour. Ia. State Med. Soc. Vol. XXVIII, No. 7, July 1938. 
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At the Section on Surgery in the afternoon, Dr. Frank H. Lahey pre- 
sented a paper on ‘‘Cancer of the Colon and Rectum’’; and in the Eye, 
Kar, Nose and Throat Section, Dr. William L. Benedict gave a second paper 
on ‘‘Kye Disorders due to Exogenous Toxaemia’’. 

At the final session on the third day Dr. Willis C. Campbell of Memphis, 
Tenn., spoke on the subject ‘‘Use of Vitallium for Fixation of Fractures’’. 

President Erskine then introduced Dr. Irvin Abell of Louisville, Ky., 
President of the American Medical Association, who addressed the assembly 
on the subject of the National Health Program, discussing each section in 
detail. 

Doctor Erskine then introduced and installed Dr. Felix A. Hennessy of 
Calmar as president of the Society. 

At the House of Delegates session, the Secretary reported on the member- 
ship of the Society as follows: 


Active Members (Life members included) W000 00000 2,391 
eee aime leroers ee vee SR eee 51 
miieipie = Non-Members. 20 Shenae Rare ale Rea ad ae 209 
Utelteible- Non-Members. Sr senha y eri 93 
Eiyercians hetired or Not in Practice 2.0 seeds -164 


President-Elect, F. P. McNamara, Dubuque; 1st Vice Pres., A: 
Moore, Harlan; 2nd Vice Pres., Fred M. Smith, Iowa City; Secretary, 
Robert L. Parker, Des Moines; Treasurer, Harold J. McCoy, Des 
Moines; Trustee, John I. Marker, Davenport. 


1940 

The ninetieth session of the Society was held in Des Moines, with President 
Felix A. Hennessy of Calmar presiding. 

The invocation was delivered by Bishop Gerald T. Bergan; and the 
address of welcome from the Polk County Medical Society was! presented 
by Howard D. Gray, the president; and the response by Dr. Fred M. Smith 
of Iowa City, Second Vice President of the State Society. 

President Hennessy called upon Dr. Phillip C. Jeans, Chairman of the 
Medical Section to introduce the first guest speaker of the day, Dr. W. C. C. 
Cole of Detroit, who addressed the assembly on the subject ‘‘Etiology and 
Significance of Asphyxia of the New Born’’. 

The second guest speaker, Dr. Arthur E. Hertzler of Halstead, Kansas, 
was introduced by Dr. F. C. Bellinger, Chairman of the Surgical Section. Dr. 
Hertzler talked on the subject ‘‘Principles of Peritoneal Drainage’’, The 
morning program was concluded by the presidential address, delivered by 
Dr. Felix J. Hennessy. 

On the second morning program Dr. John De J. Pemberton of Rochester, 
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Minn., appeared as the first guest speaker, and an address on ‘‘The 
Present Status of Surgery of the Spleen’’. The next speaker on the pro- 
gram was Dr. Arthur M. Snell of Rochester, Minn., who gave an address 
on ‘Deficiency States and Their Treatment’’. This was followed by an 
address by Dr. Marvin F. Jones of New York, who spoke on the subject 
‘‘Trouble Shooting’’. 

At the morning session of the Section of Ophthalmology, Otology and 
Rhinolaryngology, Dr. Hans Brunner of Chicago, formerly chief of the 
Poliklinik of Vienna, conducted a dry clinic for the members of the 
Section; and in the afternoon Dr. Marvin F. Jones of New York, spoke 
on ‘‘Control of Hemorrhage’’. 

At the final Friday morning session the principal speaker was Dr. Alphonse 
MeMahon of St. Louis, Vice President of the American Medical Association, 
who addressed the meeting on ‘‘The Problems and the Aims of the Pro- 
fession of Medicine’’. From this very fine address we quote the follow- 
ing, ‘‘In conclusion let me again stress the fact that we are members of a 
profession that has adhered to the nobility of its purposes throughout 
its entire existence. The profession will continue to adhere to its aims and 
ideals in spite of trends and facts that may tempt it to swerve from its 
high purposes’’. ‘‘It is only through the efforts of the individual members 
of the profession in matters pertaining to the health problems of his 
community that county societies, state societies and the American Medical 
Association can be satisfactorily effective in carrying out programs designed 
by these organizations to solve the health problems of this country. Or- 
ganizations are no stronger than their individual members. They possess 
no particular or superior quality of action which is not found in their 
members. Their strength depends upon the interest, the enthusiasm and the 
activity of each member, while their effectiveness in accomplhshing their 
purposes will depend upon the conjoined efforts of all of the members’’. 

At the House of Delegates session the report of the Board of Trustees 
stated that a change had been made in associate editor of the Journal, in 
that Dr. Dennis H. Kelly of Des Moines had been named in place of Dr. 
R. R. Simmons. The Council also appointed a new Speakers Bureau, with 
Dr. Joseph B. Priestley, Des Moines, Chairman, with Dr. Earl B. Bush, 
Ames, Dr. T. F. Hersch of Cedar Rapids, Dr. Walter R. Block, Sheldon, 
Dr. S. D. Maiden, Council Bluffs, and Dr. James Dunn of Davenport as 
members. 

In the report of the Committee on Necrology it is noted that two former 
presidents, Dr. William B. Small and Dr. Vernon L. Treynor, had died 
during the year. 

The officers elected at this meeting: 

President-Elect, Earl B. Bush, Ames; Ist Vice Pres., George B. 
Crow, Burlington; 2nd Vice Pres., Harold L. Brereton, Emmetsburg ; 
Trustee, Oliver J. Fay, Des Moines. 


1941 

The ninety-first session of the Society was held in Davenport, May 14, 
15, 16, 1941, with President Frank P. McNamara of Dubuque presiding. 

The first guest presented was Dr. Charles W. Mayo of Rochester, Minn., 
who discussed the subject ‘‘Surgical Treatment of Carcinoma of the Lower 
Portion of the Colon’’. The next guest speaker was Dr. Frederick A. Willius 
also of Rochester, Minn., who addressed the assembly on ‘‘Certain Con- 
siderations of Coronary Disease’’. The third guest speaker, introduced by 
Dr. Earl B. Bush, President Elect, was Brigadier General Shelley U. 
Marietta, Washington, D. C., Assistant Surgeon General U. 8. Army _ ,who 
spoke on the subject ‘‘Military Medicine in its General Application’’. General 
Marietta was specially interesting to an Iowa audience because he was an 
Iowan by birth, and a former practitioner of medicine in Des Moines. 

The morning program was concluded with a fine scholarly address by 
the President, Dr. Frank P. McNamara. 
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At the afternoon session of the Section on Medicine, Dr. Willius of 
Rochester, discussed the subject, ‘‘ Recognition of the Normal Heart’’. 

On Thursday morning the program was devoted to a symposium on 
Cancer, in which the following took part: Dr. Frank R. Peterson, Dr. John 
H. Randall and Dean M. Lierle of Iowa City, with Dr. Paul F. Olson of 
Dubuque, who presented the various aspects of cancer, which was followed 
by Dr. Charles W. Mayo of Rochester, who gave a general summing up of 
the four talks. 

President McNamara then introduced the honor guest of the session, 
Dr. Nathan B. VanEtten of New York City, President of the American 
Medical Association, who presented a stimulating address entitled ‘‘ American 
Health and National Defense’’. 

In all the addresses at this annual session, there was a constant reference 
to the need of military and civilian preparedness in case of a national 
emergency. 

Thursday afternoon was devoted to a program presented by the Iowa 
Inter-Professional Association. Every five years the Iowa State Medical 
Society is to act as host to this group composed of nurses, dentists, phar- 
macists, veterinarians and physicians. The president of the association, Mr. 
George W. McChane, a druggist of Waterloo and President of the association, 
made a few remarks on the purposes of the organization and then intro- 
duced Dr. Raymond B. Allen, Executive Dean of the University of Illinois 
Professional Colleges. 

Doctor Allen discussed the need for greater inter-professional cooperation 
in a democracy; his talk nicely keynoted the spirit of the meeting. (Doctor 
Allen is now (1950) president of the University of Washington, Seattle, 
Wash. ) 

The following speaker was Dr. William H. Sebrell of Washington, D. C., 
Chief of the Division of Chemotherapy of the National Institute of 
Health. Dr. Sebrell being an authority on the subject of vitamin B gave 
an excellent talk of this subject. 

The third address of the afternoon was presented by Dr. John M. Shaul 
of New York, who spoke on the clinical aspects of the newer sulfonamide 
drugs, which was discussed by two veterinarians, Dr. D. B. Palmer of 
Minneapolis and Dr. C. H. Covault of Ames. 

At the Friday morning session, Dr. Ralph C. Brown of .Chicago pre- 
sented a paper on ‘‘Clinical Types and Treatment of Non-specific 
Colitis’’. Dr. Brown also presented an address on the afternoon program 
discussing the subject ‘‘Hydrochloric Acid Neutralization and Other 
Factors in the Treatment of Gastric and Duodenal Ulcers’’. 

As the second guest speaker on the Friday program, Dr. William (C. 
Beck, Chicago, was introduced, who spoke on the subject, ‘‘Manage- 
ment of Lymphedema’’. Following this an address was presented by Dr. 
Milton C. Winternitz of New Haven, Professor of Pathology at Yale 
University, on the subject ‘‘Some Aspects of the Relation of the Kidneys 
to Cardiovascular Disease’’. 

The last guest speaker was Dr. Samuel Sallinger of Chicago who dis- 
cussed the subject. ‘‘Sinus Trouble from the General Standpoint’’. Following 
this talk, Dr. McNamara installed Dr. Earl B. Bush as the new president 
of the Society, after which Secretary Doctor Parker gave a_ brief 
report of the House of Delegates session, and also announced the figures 
of attendance at the meeting, as follows; 504 Iowa physician members, 
108 Woman’s Auxiliary members; 73 commercial exhibitors, and 134 guests, 
making a toal registration of 819 persons. Des Moines to be the convention 
city in 1942. 

The session of the House of Delegates was largely concerned with 
military preparedness, and thus the reports of the Committee on Medical 
Preparedness, and the Committee on Military Affairs, were given the most 
careful consideration, resulting in the appointment of a chairman on medical 
preparedness for Iowa. Dr. Thomas F. Suchomel of Cedar Rapids was 
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chosen to serve in this capacity, because of his interest and long work in 
the field of military medicine. 

The meeting was saddened by the absence of Dr. Fred Moore of Des 
Moines, whose death occurred on April 8, 1941. He had submitted a very 
complete report of the Committee on Public Policy and Legislation, which 
was read by a fellow member of the Committee, Dr. R. D. Bernard, who 
in submitting a supplemental report, closed with these words: ‘‘I can 
add little to what has been written or will be said concerning Fred Moore. 
My intimate association with Fred from the Basic Science days until he 
went to bed last December, our hundreds of trips over the state organizing 
the Interprofessional Association, our annual trips together to Chicago to 
attend the Northwest Conference and our close association at the last two 
sessions of the American Medical Association have made a deep impression 
on my life. I am proud of this friendship, proud of his trust, and few 
men in this Society will miss him more than I’’. 

The officers elected at this session were: 

President-Elect, Frank P. Winkler, Sidney; 1st Vice Pres., James C. 
Hill, Newton; 2nd Vice Pres., George C. Albright, Iowa City; Trustee, 
Lee R. Woodward, Mason City. 


1942 

The ninety-second session of the Society was held in Des Moines, April 
15, 16, 17, 1942, with President Earl B. Bush of Ames presiding. 

The first address of the meeting was given by Dr. John A. Toomey of 
Cleveland. He gave an excellent talk on the subject ‘‘ Differential Diagnosis 
of Meningeal Irritations’’. The next guest speaker was Dr. James T. 
Priestley of Rochester, Minn., who discussed the subject ‘‘Carcinoma of the 
Stomach’’. Following this address Dr. Bush relinquished the time allotted 
for his presidential address and asked Dr. Thomas 8. Suchomel of Cedar 
Rapids, Chairman of the Procurement and Assignment for Iowa, to tell 
the group of the work of this administration. 

At the afternoon session of the Section on Medicine, Dr. Toomey dis- 
cussed ‘‘Lesions About the Eyes in Acute Infectious Diseases’’. 

At the Thursday morning session, Dr. Walter L. Bierring introduced 
the first guest speaker, Dr. Reginald Fitz of Boston, who conducted a 
medical clinic, and presented several patients with nephrosis and unusual 
kidney conditions. This was followed by an address by Dr. Sumner L. Koch 
of Chicago, on the subject ‘‘Treatment of Raw Surfaces Resulting from 
Burns and Injuries’’. This was followed by a paper on ‘ Cesarean Sections’”’ 
by Dr. John L. McKelvey of Minneapolis, and he was followed by Dr. 
French K. Hansel of St. Louis, who discussed the subject of ‘‘Allergy’’. 

At the Thursday afternoon session Dr. Reginald Fitz gave a talk on 
‘“Goncerning Peculiarities of Gall Stone Disease’’. 

At the Thursday afternoon session on the Section on Surgery, Dr. James 
T. Priestley of Rochester, gave an address on ‘‘Choice of Treatment for 
Duodenal Uleer’’, which was followed by a talk by Dr. William R. 
Cubbins of Chicago on ‘‘Fractures Around the Knee Joint’’. 

A paper was also presented by Dr. John L. McKelvey of Minneapolis, 
the obstetric guest speaker, who discussed ‘‘Etiology and Treatment of 
Premature Separation of the Normally Implanted Placenta.’’ 

At the Friday morning session Dr. William R. Cubbins of Chicago acted 
as chairman of a symposium on ‘‘Injuries’’. 

President Bush then introduced Colonel John JI. Marker, M.C. of 
Davenport, who explained the new procedure to be followed in the pro- 
curement and assignment service in enrolling doctors in service. 

Doctor Bush then installed Frank P. Winkler of Sibley as the new 
president. 

The final speaker on the program was Dr. Roy W. Fouts of Omaha, who 
talked for one hour on problems related to Procurement and Assignment, 
the need for physicians in the armed forces and procedures to be followed. 
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At the House of Delegates session, in accordance with the recommendation 
of Doctor Suchomel, the Chairman of the Committee on Medical Prepared- 
ness, the following Advisory Committee on Procurement and Assignment for 
Iowa was named. ; 

Medicine: T. F. Suchomel, Cedar Rapids, Chairman, and M. (C. 
Hennessey , Council Bluffs; Dentistry: C. 8. Foster, Cedar Rapids; 

_ Veterinany Medicine: A. R. Menary, Cedar Rapids; Hospitals: T. P. 
Sharpnack, Des Moines; Education: E. M. McEwen, Iowa City; 
Nurses: Vera M. Sage, R.N., Des Moines. 

The Committee on Necrology reported a loss by death of forty-seven 
physicians during the year. Among them was one past president, Dr. William 
A. Rohlf of Waverly, whose stimulating personality had enlivened many a 
medical session over a half century. In the list also appears the name of 
another great leader, Dr. Fred Moore of Des Moines, an active worker in 
the State Society, particularly as chairman of the Legislative Committee, 
member of the Council on Medical Education and Hospitals, American 
Medical Association, and one of the prominent pediatricians in the state. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

President Elect, L. D. Woodward, Mason City; 1st. Vice Pres., 
Walter A. Sternberg, Mt. Pleasant; 2nd. Vice Pres., Walter D. Abbott, 
Des Moines; Secretary, Robert L. Parker, Des Moines; Treasurer, 
James A. Downing, Des Moines; Trustees; John I. Marker, Davenport, 
to succeed Dr. Woodward who has been named president-elect: M. C. 
Hennessey, Council Bluffs. 


1943 

The ninety-third session of the Society was held in Des Moines, April 

29, 30, 1943, with President Frank P. Winkley of Sibley presiding. 
_ The opening paper of the meeting was presented byseDre (Harry. la. 
Smith of Rochester, Minn., on ‘‘ Coronary Disease; Its Recognition and 
Management’’. Following this paper Brigadier General Charles H. Grahl, State 
Director of the State Selective System addressed the assembly on ‘‘ Medicine 
in The War Effort’’. He was followed by Dr. Arthur R. Proetz of St. 
Louis, who discussed the subject, ‘‘Practical Management of Headache’’, 

The meeting then adjourned and reconvened at 1:45 P.M., at which 
time Dr. Frank P. Winkler gave his presidential address. 

At the Friday morning session Dr. Virgil S. Counsellor of Rochester, 
Minn., gave an address on ‘‘ Pelvic Surgery as Related to General Practice’’. 
Following this address Doctor Winkler installed Dr. Lee Roy Woodward as 
the new president. 

Following a short recess, Dr. Harry L. Smith of Rochester conducted a 
heart clinic, examining patients, and showing films and demonstrating 
certain points in cardiac disease. 

At the final Friday afternoon session, the guest speaker in surgery Dr. 
Virgil 8. Councillor of Rochester, presented a paper on ‘‘ Management of 
Acute Cholecystitis’’. 

At the annual banquet on Thursday evening, the principal address was 
presented by President Virgil M. Hancher, University of Iowa, on the 
subject ‘Public Opinion and the Professions’’. He gave a very timely 
and interesting address. 

The report of the Committee on Procurement and Assignment, presented 
by the chairman, Dr. Thomas J. Suchomel, clearly indicated the important 
part taken by this committee in the war effort. During the long discussion 
that followed, Dr. Walter L. Bierring presented two distinguished members 
of the medical profession, Dr. Felix J. Underwood, State Health Officer ~ 
of Mississippi, who briefly discussed the situation as it existed in that 
state; and Dr, R. H. Parry, Medical Officer of Health of Bristol, England, 
who painted a very vivid picture of conditions in and around Bristol, 
describing methods in giving medical care to raid casualties, and also the 
system of medical recruitment in the British Isles, 


102. ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF IOWA MEDICINE 


In closing his report, the chairman stated, ‘‘It is, I believe, the opinion 
of the entire committee that the situation in Iowa is not really alarming, 
but with approximately 725 physicians in service, we feel that we are 
scraping the bottom of the barrel and no additional recruitment should be 
carried on in Iowa except among those physicians already certified. At 
this time, I wish to express my appreciation for the excellent cooperation 
of the district representatives on Procurement and Assignment, and the 
State Society officers in easing the tremendous burden and responsibility in 
connection with Procurement and Assignment’’. 


The following officers were elected for the coming year: 


President Elect, Maurice C. Hennessy, Council Bluffs; 1st. Vice 
Pres., George H. Keeney, Mallard; 2nd. Vice Pres., W. F. McGrath, 
Elkader; Trustee, Oliver J. Fay 


1944 
The ninety-fourth meeting of the Society was held in Des Moines, April 


20, 21, 1944, with President Lee R. Woodward of Mason City presiding. 

Following the welcoming addresses President Woodward introduced Dr. 
Daniel J. Glomset of Des Moines as chairman of the Medical Section who 
explained that the guest speaker Professor Anton J. Carlson of Chicago, 
was unable to appear as scheduled. He was to have presented an address 
on ‘‘Physiologic Aspects of Cardiac Disease’’. 

The program of the morning was devoted to a symposium on Heart 
Disease, presented by members of the Society. 

At the afternoon session, the first guest speaker was Dr. William M. 
Hahn of Omaha, who discussed ‘‘ Procedures Following Some of the More 
Frequent Eye Injuries’’. This was followed by an address by Dr. Clarence D. 
Selby of Detroit, who spoke on ‘‘The Postwar Industrial Medical Program’’. 
The third guest speaker of the afternoon was Lieut. Colonel Malcolm J. 
Farrell, M.C., Washington, D.C., who discussed ‘‘Developments in Military 
Neuropsychiatry ’’. 

At the Friday morning session, President Woodward introduced the first 
speaker Dr. Walter H. Judd, Congressman from Minnesota, who gave an 
interesting and eloquent address on ‘‘ Postwar Planning’’. This was followed 
by an address by Dr. Alfred W. Adson of Rochester who discussed ,‘ The 
Activities of the Council on Medical Service and Public Relation and the 
Responsibilities of Individual Physicians’’. 

At the afternoon and closing session, the principal address was pre- 
sented by Dr. Norman F. Miller of Ann Arbor, entitled ‘‘Toxemia of Late 
Pregnancy’’. 

Interesting luncheons were arranged for each of the two days session, 
but no annual banquet was held. 

In the session of the House of Delegates there was a prolonged discussion 
on the Emergency Maternal and Infant Care program, which had been 
instituted by the U. 8. Children’s Bureau in Washington, and resolutions 
were adopted which criticized the plan, and recommended that every effort 
be made to have changes made in the method of payment for services 
rendered, to eliminate certain regulatory provisions and ‘‘make it possible 
for the wives and children of veterans to receive the type of care which 
they desire, rather than to be forced into a pattern designed by a govern- 
mental agency, by removing the restriction that the uniform sum received 
from the Childrens Bureau must be the total compensation paid to the 
physician;’’? and ‘‘to liberalize the entire program to conform to the 
traditions of a free and democratic people who object to regimentation of 
their lives, even under the guise of paternal benovelence’’. 

The following officers were elected: 

President, R. D. Bernard, Clarion; 1st. Vice Pres., Fred L. Knowles, 
Fort Dodge; 2nd. Vice Pres., Edward W Anderson, Des Moines; 
Trustee, Walter A, Sternberg, Mt. Pleasant. 
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1945 

The ninety-fifth session of the Society was held in Des Moines, April 
18, 19, 1945, only as a session of the House of Delegates. A scientific 
session was not held because of war conditions. 

President M. C. Hennessy presided as president, but according to custom 
the President-Elect Dr. R. D. Bernard of Clarion presided as speaker of 
the House of Delegates. 

President Hennessy explained the reason for this particular type of 
meeting. Owing to an order issued by the Office of Defense Transportation 
limiting to 50 persons, an application for permission to hold the regular 
meeting was denied. Even the application to hold a House of Delegates 
meeting was also refused. The Executive Council then decided to have 
three delegates selected by each Councillor district, and these together with 
the officers of the Society, constituted the membership of the session. By 
legal advice it was stated that the legality of the meeting could not be 
questioned. 

The Speaker then called upon M. C. Hennessy for his president’s 
address, which was given under the title ‘““One Man’s Opinion’’, which con- 
tained some criticism, but much good advice and suggestions for the 
future welfare of the Society. 

An address was also presented by the President-Elect, Dr. Bernard. 

The reports of the officers, trustees, standing and special committees 
were received. The report of the Committee on Education and Hospitals 
emphasized more instruction in tropical diseases, which would assume more 
importance in the postwar period. 

The Committee on Necrology reported the deaths during the past year 
of four past presidents, and all great leaders in Iowa medicine: Wm. W. 
Bowen, Fort Dodge; Lee Wallace Dean, Iowa City; Francis P, McNamara, 
Dubuque; and Frank P. Winkler, Sibley. 

‘‘The death of William W. Pearson in February of last year, a 
specialist of fifty years in the diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat, 
being located in the same office all this time, reflected an interesting 
chapter in the development of medical education and specialty practice 
in’ this state’?, 

Dr. Joseph L. Lawrence, representative from the Washington office of 
the American Medical Association, was a guest at the session on both 
days, and was a valuable advisor in the deliberations of the session. 


The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


President-Elect, Robert L. Parker, Des Moines; Ist Vice Pres., 
George H. Scanlon, Iowa City; 2nd Vice Pres., C. RB. Harken, Osceola; 
Secretary, John C. Parsons Des Moines (3 years). Treasurer, James A. 
Downing, Des Moines (3 years); Trustee, John I. Marker, Davenport 
(3 years). 


1946 

The State Society held its ninety-sixth annual session in Des Moines, 
April 17, 18, 19, 1946, with President R. D. Bernard of Clarion presiding 

Greetings of welcome were extended by Dr. Martin TI. Olson, President, 
Polk County Medical Society, and the response by Dr. George H. Scanlon, 
lowa City, first vice-president of the State Society. 

The scientific session was opened on Thursday morning, April 18th, by 
an address on ‘‘Infectious Hepatitis’’ presented by Dr. Wm. 8. Middleton, 
Dean and Professor of Medicine, University of Wisconsin Medical School. It 
was a fine clinical analysis of a virus disease that had been very prevalent 
in the armed forces. 

This was followed by an address by Major General Paul R. Hawley, M.C., 
Surgeon General, Veterans Administration, Washington, D.C. 

The General outlined the comprehensive medical program of the Veterans 
Administration, and the intent to develop it on the highest professional 
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standards, and in conformity with the interests of the medical practitioners 
of the country. 

The third guest speaker of the forenoon session was Dr. Henry Ii. 
Williams of Minneapolis, who presented an address on ‘‘ Diagnosis, Cause 
and Treatment of Endolymphatic Hydrops (Meniere’s Disease) 

‘Scientific luncheons were arranged on the two days which proved very 
interesting. At the Thursday general luncheon, General Hawley spoke on 
‘¢Veterans Administration Problems as they Affect Iowa’’. The Eye, Ear, 
Nose and Throat section, and the Midwest Chapter American College of 
Chest Physicians, held separate luncheons. 

On Thursday afternoon, the Pediatric Section arranged a clinical sym- 
posium at the Raymond Blank Memorial Hospital for Children, which 
included a tour of this fine modern childrens hospital. 

Two luncheons were arranged for Friday, the last day of the session, 
on ‘‘Old Age Assistance and Needy Blind program’’, at which an address 
was given by Dr. Channing G. Smith, Medical Consultant, State Board of 
Social Welfare, and the other by the Iowa Anesthesiological Association, 
at which Dr. Ralph T. Knight of Minneapolis gave a talk on ‘‘Use of 
Sodium Pentothal with Curare and Nitrous Oxide’’ 

On Thursday: evening, the Iowa Pathological Society held a dinner 
session, and at eight o’clock, at a general session, Major General Hawley 
spoke on ‘‘Medical Care of the Veteran’’, followed by an address by U. 8. 
Senator B. B. Hickenlooper of Washington, on ‘‘Social Security and Pending 
Legislation ’’. 

On Friday afternoon, separate programs were arranged by the Medical, 
Surgical, Orthopedic and Obstetric sections. 

At the orthopedic section, a paper was presented by Major Joseph E. 
Milgram, M.C., Chief, Orthopedic Section, Schick General Hospital, Clinton, 
on ‘‘Reconstructive Surgery of the Lower Extremities’’; and a second paper 
by Lieut. Colonel Julian M. Bruner, M.C., Wm. Beaumont General Hospital, 
El Pasco, Texas, on ‘‘Surgical Treatment of War Injuries of the Hand in 
the. U..S. Army’?. 

At the Friday morning session, Dr. Henry H. Searles, University of 
California, San Francisco, presented an interesting address on ‘‘ War 
Wounds of the Abdomen’’. 

This was followed by an address by Dr. William A. O’Brien of Minnea- 
polis on ‘‘Recent Developments in Hospital Organizations and Medical 
Practice that may Affect the Future’’. 

The last address of the forenoon program was presented by Dr. Alfred W. 
Adson of Rochester on ‘‘The Doctor’s Role in the Postwar World’’. 

President Bernard then installed Dr. Robert L. Parker as the President 
of the Society 

Interesting features of this session were the fine scientific exhibits, and 
the rather unusual Hobby Show. 

The House of Delegate sessions began on Wednesday evening preceding 
the general session, and had a final session on Friday morning. The 
sessions were devoted largely to the consideration of reports from the 
different committees. The recommendation by the Reference Committee on 
Veterans Administration, to approve a contract with the Veterans Adminis- 
tration for the rendering of such care of veterans as may be authorized 
by the Veterans Administration, was adopted. A satisfactory fee bill for 
services had been previously decided upon by the Committee and General 
Hawley and Dr. Andreassen of the Veterans Administration. 

The Committee on Necrology listed among the deceased of the last 
year, two past presidents, Oliver J. Fay and William Jepson, both great 
leaders in JIowa medicine. 

The following officers were elected: 

President-Elect, H. A. Spillman, Ottumwa; Ist Vice Pres., J. W. 
Billingsley, Newton; 2nd Vice Pres., H. I. Down, Sioux City; Trustee, 
L. R. Woodward Mason City. 
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1947 

The ninety-seventh session of the Society was held in Des Moines, 
April 16, 17, 18, 1947, with President Robert L Parker presiding. 

The program of this session included a large number of invited guest 
speakers. 

The scientific program was opened on Wednesday afternoon with a 
pediatric and obstetric symposium, in which the following guest speakers 
took part. Dr. Alexis F. Hartman of St. Louis, gave an address on 
‘Principles Governing the Choice and Parenteral Administration of 
Fluids’’?; and Dr. Ralph H. Reis of Chicago addressed the assembly on 
‘*Diabetes in Pregnancy’’. Dr. Ralph Luikart| of Omaha discussed 
“Obstetrics — Yesterday and Today’’. Dr. John R. Schenken of Omaha 
gave an interesting presentation of ‘‘The Rh Factor’? with slide demonstra- 
tion; and the closing paper was presented by Dr. Willis E. Brown of 
Towa City on ‘‘Endocrinology on Obstetrics and Gynecology’’. 

At the general session Thursday forenoon, Dr. Joseph B. Priestley, 
Chairman of the Surgical Section, introduced the guest speaker in surgery, 
Dr. Charles W. Mayo of Rochester, Minn., who presented an address on 
‘‘Some Provocative Cases’’; this was followed by an address on ‘‘ Psycho- 
matic Medicine: General Consideration’? by Dr. Harlan Crank of the 
Menninger Foundation, Topeka, Kansas. An address entitled <é Hemorrhage 
in the KFundus’’, was presented by Dr. Arthur M. Culler of Columbus, 
Ohio; and at the afternoon session Dr. Grandison D. Royston of St. Louis 
gave an address on ‘‘Uterine Bleeding’’. 

At the general session on Friday afternoon, a symposium on Poliomyelitis 
had been arranged in which the following essayists participated: ‘‘ Historical 
Discussion’? by Dr. Ralph K. Ghormley, Rochester, Minn., ‘‘ Epidemiology’? 
by Dr. Gaylord W. Anderson, Minneapolis; ‘“Diagnosis’’, Dr. Lee Forrest 
Hill, Des Moines, and ‘‘ Present Concept of Treatment’? by Dr. Earl C. 
Elkins of the Mayo Clinic. 

At the separate section meeting additional guest speakers appeared on the 
program: In the Medical section Dr. Robert L. Parker, Jr.,* of Rochester, 
Minn., spoke on ‘‘Use of Anti-coagulants’’ in the management of acute 
myocardial infaretion’’; and Dr. Joseph B. Vander Veer of Philadelphia 
discussed the subject ‘‘Diagnosis and Treatment of Acute Pericarditis’ ’, 

In the Surgical section, Dr. Isador §. Ravdin, Professor of Surgery 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, gave an address on “* Appendicitis’ ’, 

Special luncheons were held by the Iowa Orthopedic Club and the Iowa 
Anesthesiological Society, and on Wednesday evening, a testimonial dinner 
was arranged by the Iowa Pediatrie Society honoring Dr. Lee Forrest Hill, 
Des Moines, commemorating twenty-five years of pediatric practice in 
Towa. It was attended by leading pediatricians from Chicago, Minnesota, 
Nebraska and Missouri. : 

At the annual banquet, Dr. George F. Lull, Secretary and General Manager 
American Medical Association, gave an address on the aims and purposes 
of the National association. 

At the House of Delegates session, reports were received and considered 
from the officers, the Council, and the several standing and _ special 
committees. 

The report of the Committee on Medical Service and Public Relations, 
urged a greater interest on the part of the members in National legislation, 
particularly as it concerned the socialization of medical practice. 

The results of the operation of the Medical Service Plan was outlined 
but was considered not ‘‘too impressive’’. It was recommended by the 
Chairman, Dr. Martin I. Olson, that a full-time executive should be ap- 
pointed. This was later approved. 

The Committee on Medical Education and Hospitals, made a compre- 
hensive report of the medical service plan, recently, instituted at the 
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College of Medicine and University Hospital, Iowa City; it concerned 
principally the matter of compensation for all members of the professional 
staff. The report contained the majority and minority report. Both reports 
are rather lengthy, and do not permit good abstracting. In both reports 
it is stressed that the plan is experimental and is to be given a trial of 
two years. The committee was continued. 

In the report of the Committee on Necrology, we note the death of two 
past presidents, Frank M. Fuller of Keokuk, and Maurice C. Hennessey of 
Council Bluffs. The list also contains 3 members who lost their lives in 
Service; Ralph W. Snodgrass, Des Moines; Carl B. Hall, Dubuque; William 
D. Yavorsky, Cedar Rapids. 

The Publication Committee reported that the October 1946 number of the 
Journal had commemorated Iowa’s centennial of statehood, with appropriate 
articles. It also announced that in the January issue 1947, Dr. Everett M. 
George of Des Moines assumed the duties of editor. 

An editorial board had also been created, composed of John W. Dulin, 
Towa City; Horace M. Korns, Dubuque, and Ernest E. Shaw of Indianola. 

The following officers were elected: 

President-Elect, James E. Reeder, Sioux City; 1st Vice Pres., Ben T. 
Whitaker, Boone; 2nd Vice Pres., Henry M. Pahlas, Dubuque; Trustee, 
Walter A. Sternberg, Mt. Pleasant. 


1948 

The Ninety-eighth session of the Society was held in Des Moines, 
May 18, 19, 20, 1948, with President H. A. Spillman of Ottumwa presiding. 

The greetings of welcome were extended by Dr. Lester D. Powell, 
President, Polk County Medical Society, and the response by Dr. Ben T. 
Whitaker of Boone, First Vice President of the State Society. 

At the first general session on Monday forenoon, a series of addresses 
were presented by the following guest speakers: ‘‘Diagnosis of Congenital 
Heart Disease with Particular Respect to Cardiac Catheterization and 
Oximetry’’, Howard B. Burchell, M.D., Rochester; ‘‘ Fractures of the Neck 
of the Femur: An Evaluation of End Results’’, John H. Moe, M.D., 
Minneapolis; ‘‘Cerebral Palsy’’, Winthrop M. Phelps, M.D., Baltimore; 
‘‘Chronie Disorders of the Digestive System in Infants and Children’’, 
Charles D. May, M.D., Minneapolis. 

At the afternoon session, Dr. Walter C. Alvarez of Rochester, Minn., 
presented an address entitled ‘‘What Can the General Practitioner do for 
the Nervous Patient’’. Doctor Alvarez also spoke before the general 
session the following day, on the subject ‘‘What Causes Gas’’, which 
sparkled with humor, and was distinctly entertaining as well as informative. 

At the general session on the second day, the following addresses were 
presented: ‘‘Anatomy and Physiology of the Lesser Circulation on a Basis 
for the Understanding of the Diseases of the Lesser Circulation Which Are 
of Considerable Interest to the Physician and Surgeon.’’?’ W. Walter Wasson, 
M.D., Denver; ‘‘Ruptured Intervetebral Dises’’, James S. Speed, M.D., 
Memphis; ‘‘The Relationship Between Ocular Disorders and Thyroid 
Dysfunction’’, Alson E. Braley,* M.D., New York, Columbia Medical Center ; 
and ‘‘Diagnosis and Surgical Treatment of Patent Ductus Arteriosus and 
Congenital Vascular Ring’’, by Willis J. Potts, M.D., Chicago. 

At the afternoon session, the Society was honored by the presence of Dr. 
Elmer L. Henderson, Chairman, Board of Trustees, American Medical 
Association, who gave an interesting address on the World Medical Asso- 
ciation, its organization, aims and purposes, and strongly urged the members 
of the State Society to enter into membership in this association comprising 
the physicians of the world. 

At the last general session, two further guest speakers contributed to the 
program; Dr. M. Edward Davis of the University of Chicago, gave an 
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address on ‘‘Modern Management of the Third Stage and Post-partum 
Hemorrhage’’; and Dr. Roland 8. Cron of Milwaukee, presented an address 
on “‘Treatment of Carcinoma of the Cervix’’. At this session a number 
of interesting papers were presented on General Practice, by Dr. George W. 
Wilkinson, Bellevue; Dr. Con R. Harken, Osceola; and Dr. James E. 
Dyson, Des Moines. . \ 

At the meeting of the medical section, on Monday afternoon, Dr. Carl 
H. Pfuetze of Cannon Falls, Minn., presented a paper on ‘‘Streptomycin 
in the Treatment of Tuberculosis’. 

At the special luncheons and dinners, the guest speakers were present 
and gave short talks, connected with the specialty concerned. 

At the session of the House of Delegates, the usual reports of officers 
and committees was considered. The report of the Legislative Committee, 
stated that the last legislature had passed a Hospital Enabling Act, a 
Hospital Licensing Act, and the licensing and regulation of Nursing 
Homes. In the Report of the Committee on Medical Service and Public 
Relations, Dr. Martin I. Olson, sub-chairman on Insurance, stated that the 
membership in Iowa Medical Service had more than doubled during the pre- 
ceding year, but that the enrollment was still far short of the goal that 
had been set. The building of new hospitals, under the Hill-Burton Act 
would make it possible for more doctors to have access to hospital 
facilities, and thus derive more benefit from Iowa Medical Service. 

Dr. H. E. Stroy, sub-chairman on Public Health, stated that the Iowa 
Hospital Survey had been completed, and referred to it as an ‘< magnificent 
achievement of the State Department of Health’’. 

A further report was submitted on Medical Education and Hospitals, 
by Dr. George A. Scanlon, chairman, outlining the various changes that had 
been made at the University Medical School, and recommended ‘‘that the 
Society take no action at this time other than to ask the committee ¢o 
continue its observation and investigation, and to assure the Board of 
Education, the President, and the faculty of the University of Iowa Medical 
School of its full appropriation.’’ This was adopted. 

Dr. Walter L. Bierring, the chairman of the Historical Committee, 
reminded the House of Delegates, that the Society would become of age in 
1950, when it would be one hundred years old, and recommended that 
recognition of this historic event be in the form of a Centennial volume, 
to be published by the Society, which would include a history of medicine 
during that period. The recommendation was adopted, it being understood 
that at the present time it did not involve any financial obligation of 
the Board of Trustees. A more complete report of the cost of such a volume 
to be submitted at the next annual meeting. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

President-Elect, N. G. Alcock, Towa City; Ist. Vice Pres., W. E. 
Ash, Council Bluffs; 2nd Vice Pres., ©. T. Maxwell, Sioux City; 
Secretary, A. B. Phillips, Des Moines; Treasurer, N. Boyd Anderson, 
Des Moines; Trustee, B. T. Whitaker, Boone. 


1949 

The ninety-ninth session of the Society was held in Des Moines, May 18, 
19, 20, 21, 1949, with President James E. Reeder, Sioux City, presiding. 

The greetings of welcome were extended by Dr. Fred J. Sternagel 
President, Polk County Medical Society, and the response was given by Dr. 
William E. Ash, first vice president. 

The scientific program at the opening session comprised the following: 
Dr. Harry H. Gordon, Denver, presented an address on ‘‘ Problems in the 
Diagnosis and Treatment of Rheumatic Fever’’; Dr. Richard B. Cattell, 
Boston, spoke on ‘‘Inflammatory Lesions of the Small and Large Bowel’’; 
this was followed by an interesting address entitled ‘‘The Social, Moral and 
Economie Implications of Political Medicine’? by Arthur L. Conrad, 
A.B.Ed.M., J.D., Chicago, Assoc, Administrator, National Physicians Com- 
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mittee The last guest speaker, being Dr. Lawrence R. Boies, of Minneapolis, 
who addressed the assembly on ‘‘ Headache and Neuralgia of Nasal Origin’’. 

At the general session on Wednesday, the following addresses were 
presented by guest speakers. Walter Nadler, M.D., Chicago, Professor of 
Medicine, Northwestern University Medical School on ‘‘Sarcoidosis’’; 
‘‘Uleerative Colitis’’ (colored motion pictures) by Louis A. Buie, M.D., 
Professor of Proctology, University of Minnesota Graduate School of 
Medicine; ‘Fractures in Children are Different’’, Walter P. Blount, M.D., 
Milwaukee; ‘‘ Diagnostic Difficulties in Carcinoma of the Lungs’’, by Forrest 
Raine, M.D., Milwaukee, Marquette University School of Medicine. 

At the last general session the following guest speakers contributed to the 
program: Dr. William F. Mengert, Dallas, Texas, presented ‘‘ Pelvic Pain 
in Women’’; Dr. William A. Boice,* Chicago, ‘‘Indications for Cesarean 
Section’’; Dr. Abe B. Baker, Minneapolis, ‘‘Treatment of Epilepsy by the 
General Practitioner’’. The Food and Drug Act was discussed by Dr. 
Austin Smith, Secretary, Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry, American 
Medical Association. (In 1950, Editor of the Journal of the American 
Medical Association). The last address was presented by Dr. Arthur M. 
Olson,t of Rochester, on ‘‘Differential Diagnosis of the More Common 
Pulmonary Conditions’’. 

The Pediactric Section arranged) a seminar, ‘‘Feeding of Premature 
Infants’? by Dr. Harry H. Gordon, Denver, for Monday afternoon, April 
18th, at the Raymond Blank Memorial Hospital for Children; and a clinical 
session at the same hospital the following afternoon. 

In the list of special luncheons and dinners, arranged for this session, 
several new special organizations are included. The American Academy of 
General Practice, had a dinner on Tuesday, and the Iowa Neuro-psychiatric 
Society had a luncheon on Wednesday. 

‘At the House of Delegates session, the Committee on Constitution and 
By-Laws, proposed amendments to amend Article VIII, Sec. 1, to read as 
follows: ‘‘The officers of the Society shall be a President, two Vice- 
Presidents, a President-Elect, a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Speaker and a 
Vice Speaker, 11 Councillors, and 3 Trustees; and to amend Article VIII, 
Sec., 2 to read as follows: ‘‘The President-Elect, Vice-Presidents, Speaker 
and Vice-Speaker shall be elected for a term of one year. These amendments 
relative to the Constitution were presented for reading this year, and will 
be voted upon next year. 

Soon after the opening of the session of the House of Delegates, the 
speaker, Dr. N. G. Alcock, president-elect, called upon two distinguished 
members of the Society who were present, the first being Dr. Edward S8. 
Parker of Ida Grove, a member of the State Senate, who presented an 
interesting account of his first legislative experience and strongly urged 
that more doctors become members of the legislative assembly. 

He then called on the new medical dean at Iowa City, Dr. Mayo H. 
Soley, who gave a fine frank talk on the problems that are facing medical 
education in Iowa, and appealed for the fullest cooperation on the part 
of the medical profession, giving the strongest assurance that he would 
devote his best efforts to promote unity of purpose for the best of medical 
training and the highest grade of medical service to the people of Iowa. 

In accordance with the recommendation of the Historical Committee, the 
Board of Trustees was authorized to direct the publication of a centennial 
volume commemorating the one hundredth anniversary of the Iowa State 
Medical Society in 1950, under the editorial supervision of the Historical 
Committee, and that the cost of the same should not exceed $6,000. This 
recommendation was adopted. 

The following officers were elected for the coming year: 

President Elect, Thomas F. Thornton, Waterloo; 1st. Vice Pres., 
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E. M. Kersten, Fort Dodge; 2nd. Vice Pres., C. R. Harken, Osceola; 
Trustee, R. N. Larimer, Sioux City 
The Centennial meeting of the Iowa State Medical Society to be held in 
the City of Burlington in 1950. 





Special Meeting of the House of Delegates 
Iowa State Medical Society 
Sunday, January 15, 1950 


The special meeting was called by Dr. N. G. Alcock, President, at the 
request of the Board of Trustees. The condition of the weather interferred 
with a full attendance. Roads were icy in northwest Iowa, so that all of 
the delegates from that section were not able to attend. Fifty-three counties 
were represented, however, with 52 delegates, 9 alternates, and 9 State 
Society officers, plus other members, bringing the total attendance to 87. 

A full report of this meeting was published in the February 1950 number 
of the Journal of the State Society. The important actions adopted at 
this meeting were; (1) Following the report by the Board of Trustees of 
the financial status of the State Society, the House voted to make the dues 
for 1951 fifty dollars; (2) To empower the trustees to employ a physician 
full time, to coordinate the various activities of the Society; and (3) 
authorize the President to appoint a committee to bring in rules and 
regulations for the formation of a state grievance committee at the April 
meeting of the Society. The House also voted a life membership to a past 
president, Dr. Charles B. Taylor, of Ottumwa. 





Presidents of the Iowa State Medical 
Society 1850 - 1950 


EVERETT M. GEORGE, M.D., DES MOINES 


“In presenting a brief biographie record of each physician who served as 
president of the Iowa State Medical Society during its first one hundred 
years, it is fitting to include one of the prime movers in its organization, 
often referred to as the ‘‘Father of the State Society.’’ 


JOHN F. SANFORD, M.D. 
Keokuk 
1824-1874 


Born in Chillicothe, Ohio, April 13, 1824, John F. Sanford began the 
study of medicine with Dr. J. S. Prettyman, and the following year attended 
lectures at the Medical College of Cincinnati, in which Dr. Daniel Drake 
was a prominent member of the faculty. 

Being too young to graduate, he began the practice of medicine at 
Farmington, Iowa. In 1846, at the age of 22 years, he was elected to the 
Iowa State Senate, and a year later he attended a second course of lectures 
at the Philadelphia College of Medicine. It is assumed that he received a 
medical degree from this institution, but there is no definite record 
available. 

In 1848 he became professor of midwifery in the Rock Island Medical 
School and the following year was elected professor of surgery in the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of the Upper Mississippi at Davenport, 
Iowa. It was as delegate from this school that he attended the third annual 
session of the American Medical Association at Boston in June 1849. On 
his return he began an agitation looking to the organization of a state 
medical society in Iowa. His personal efforts were largely responsible for 
the gathering of 25 physicians at a convention in Burlington June 19, 
1850, over which he presided, presented an inspiring address and during 
which the Iowa State Medical and Chirurgical Society was organized. 

Dr. Sanford was the editor of the Western Medico-Chirurgical Journal, 
the first medical journal published west of the Mississippi and north of 
the Missouri. The first number appeared September 1, 1850, and during the 
first year it was published monthly, then bi-monthly, but the second volume 
was not completed before September 1853, and only two numbers of 
volume III were published, the last issue being March 1854, when it 
evidently was discontinued because of lack of support. This journal was of 
a high order and compared well with similar publications at that period. 

In February 1853 Dr. Sanford resigned as professor of surgery and dean 
of the faculty of the medical department, Iowa State University at Keokuk, 
being succeeded in both positions by Dr. J. C. Hughes of Keokuk. 

In September 1853 an announcement appeared ‘of the establishment of 
the Iowa Medical School for preparatory instruction in medicine and 
surgery, Dr. Sanford being listed as lecturer in anatomy and surgery. This 
school was evidently not very successful and was discontinued after a few 
years. Dr. Sanford continued to practice surgery in Keokuk until 1869 
when he retired to New York City to become associated with a life insurance 
company. His death occurred in 1874. 
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From all accounts Dr. Sanford was an excellent teacher and one of the 
leading surgeons of his period. His writings indicate a high degree of 
education and culture with particular interest in a sound fundamental 
training as preparation for the study of medicine. His efforts at all times 
were directed towards extending the high purpose of society organization 
and the ethical standards of medical practice. 


ENOS LOWE, M.D. 
Burlington 
1804-1880 
President, Fairfield Session, May 7, 1851 


The first president of the Iowa State Medical and Chirurgical Society 
was Dr. Enos Lowe of Burlington, being one of the charter members and 
elected at the organization meeting June LO S50: 

He was born in Guilford County, North Carolina, May 5, 1804. Ten 
years later the family moved to Greencastle, Indiana, where he attended the 
local schools. 

He was graduated from Ohio Medical College in Cincinnati in 1837 and 
practiced first at Greencastle, where he served a term in the Indiana 
State Legislature. In 1838 he located in Burlington, then a small frontier 
village, and soon became identified with political and economic affairs, 
becoming widely known and influential in many ways. He practiced medicine 
with Dr. Campbell until his death and with Dr. Hickok until 1845. 

Dr. Lowe was elected a member of the First Constitutional Convention 
which met in Iowa City, October 7, 1844, and in 1846 he had the honor 
of presiding over the Second Convention which framed the Constitution 
under which Iowa became a. state. Having been appointed receiver of 
public monies of the United States Land Office, Dr. Lowe moved to the 
Capitol, newly located at Iowa City, where he resided for the four years 
of his term. 

He was appointed to the same position again in 1853 when the Land 
Office was opened in Council Bluffs. Moving there, Dr. Lowe became 
one of a company that platted the city of Omaha and one of its. first 
inhabitants. He was largely responsible for the erection of the Nebraska 
Capitol Building and the bridge which spans the Missouri at that point, 
as well as for the location of the Union Pacific Railroad through the 
city. He was a member of the Board of Trade of Omaha, the Pathological 
and Sanitary Societies and the Old Settler’s Association of Nebraska, of 
which he was the first president, serving until his death February 13, 1880. 

During the Civil War he served in the army aS a surgeon, as well as his 
son, who rose to military distinction and became well known as ** General 
Lowe. ’’ 


DAVID L. McGUGIN, M.D. 
Keokuk 
1807-1865 
President, Fairfield Session, May 5, 1852 

The second president of the State Society was David L. McGugin of 
Keokuk, one of the distinguished physicians of his period, being elected 
vice president at the first meeting and president at the Fairfield Session 
itil so i: 

He was born in West Middleton, Pennsylvania, in 1807 and_ studied 
medicine under Dr. Andrews of Steubenville, Ohio. He was graduated from 
the medical department of the University of Maryland in 1829 and then 
began the practice of medicine in western Pennsylvania. 

In 1837 Dr. McGugin, because of. ill health, retired temporarily from 
practice and moved to a farm near Mount Vernon, Ohio. In 1840-41 he 
represented Knox County in the Ohio State Legislature; then, moving to 
Mount Vernon, he resumed the practice of medicine, remaining until the 
outbreak of the Mexican War. Following his service as a surgeon in the 
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army, he located at Keokuk, Iowa. When the medical department of the 
State University was organized at Keokuk in 1850, Dr. McGugin was 
selected as professor of physiology, pathology and microscopy, continuing 
in this position and as president of the faculty until his death in 1865. 
After serving as president of the State Society in 1852, he was elected 
corresponding secretary in 1853 and 1856, second vice president in 1854 and 
censor in 1852, 1859 and 1860. He was one of the first editors of the 
_ Iowa Medical Journal in 1853, a member of the board of directors of the 
State Hospital for the Insane at Mount Pleasant when it was opened in 
1861, and for several years was president of the Board of Health at 
Keokuk. ' 

When the Civil War broke out, Dr. McGugin was appointed surgeon of 
the Third Iowa Cavalry. After the Battle of Pea Ridge he resigned 
because of failing health and returned to Keokuk. Later he assumed charge 
of the Leighton House Hospital until his health again failed him, and he 
died June 23, 1865. 

Dr. McGugin was one of the leading physicians of Keokuk and an 
excellent teacher who added distinction to the young medical school and 
to the Iowa State Medical and Chirurgical Society. He was the father- 
in-law of Dr. J. C. Hughes of Keokuk, who was professor of surgery and 
dean of the medical faculty and twice president of the State Society, in 
1857 and 1866. 


JOHN DOWNS ELBERT, M.D. 
Keosauqua 
1806-1865 
President, Davenport Session, June 8, 1853 

The third president, Dr. John Downs Elbert, was born in Fleming County, 
Kentucky, on May 16, 1806. When he was six years old, the family moved 
to Logan County, Ohio, which was then almost a wilderness. His father, 
a doctor, served as a surgeon in the War of 1819. 

His formal education was rudimentary, being obtained in the primitive 
county schools, but he acquired knowledge by borrowing books from friends. 
In 1829, after attending lectures at Ohio Medical College in Cincinnati, he 
received a license from the hands of Dr. Daniel Drake and began practicing 
in Ohio. In 1840 he located in Keosauqua, Iowa, and soon became prominent 
as_a surgeon throughout southern Iowa and northern Missouri «¢ for the 
bold use of the knife, as well as skill in general management.’’ Two 
honorary degrees were conferred upon him,, one by the University of 
Pennsylvania and the other by Missouri University. ‘< Hospitality was his 
crowning’ virtue, and he was a wonderful entertainer.’ 

As a member of the Councils of Territorial Legislation, of which he 
subsequently became president, he was one of a company that laid out 
Ottumwa in 1842. 

He was a charter member of the Iowa State Society and was. elected 
to the office of president at the second meeting in Fairfield. Presiding 
at the Davenport Session in 1853, he presented a brief address in which 
he referred to the ‘‘structure of medicine as a grand and glorious one, 
yet not perfect.’’ He was chosen a delegate to the American Medical 
Association for the meeting in St. Louis in 1854. 

His death occurred at Keosauqua at the age of fifty-nine years on March 
28, 1865, after an illness of three weeks. 


JOHN M. WITHERWAX, M.D. 
Davenport 
1811-1869 
President, Muscatine Session, June 14, 1854 
The fourth president, Dr. John M. Witherwax, came to Davenport, Iowa, 
in 1838, three years after he was graduated from the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of New York City, and for the following thirty years was 
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the leading physician of that city. 

In September 1862 he was commissioned assistant surgeon in the army, 
being promoted to surgeon in June 1863. He served until. November 1864 
when failing health compelled him to resign, and he returned to his home 
in Davenport. ; 

Dr. Witherwax was a charter member of the State Society and was 
elected to the presidency at the meeting in Davenport in 1853; because 
of illness he was unable to preside at the Muscatine Session in 1854. He 
was one of the organizers of the Scott County Medical Society in 1856 
and became-its president in 1866. 

His death in June 1869 was due to chronic lead poisoning from the 
use of a hair restorer containing large amounts of lead acetate. Although 
he had a flowing white beard and an abundant head of hair, he had used 
this restorer for several years. The case, which was described in the 
Transactions of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1870, was later re- 
published in two eastern medical journals. 

At the Des Moines Session of the State Society February 24, 1870, Dr. 
William Watson of Dubuque spoke a beautiful eulogy of Dr. Witherwax 
whose death had occurred in June 1869. He referred to his high professional 
qualifications and work as a pioneer physician, his devotion to the best 
medical ideals, his election to the presidency of the State Medical Society in 
1853 and his faithful services as a surgeon during the Civil War. 


GEORGE REEDER, M.D. 
Muscatine 
1820-1862 
President, Keokuk Session, June 14, 1855 


The fifth president, Dr. George Reeder, was born in St. Mary’s County, 
Maryland, on August 3, 1820. He was graduated from William and Mary 
College, Williamsburg, Virginia, in 1839 and received his medical degree 
from the University of Maryland in 1840. 

He located in Muscatine in 1841 and a year later entered a partnership 
with Dr. Benjamin S. Olds. After Dr. Olds went to California in 1849, Dr 
Reeder practiced alone and became known as a good and skillful surgeon. 

He was a charter member of the State Society and in the absence of 
President Witherwax presided at the Muscatine meeting in 1854, where he 
was elected to the office of president. He was unable to attend the meet- 
ing in Keokuk in 1855, where he would have presided as president. 

He was married in 1847 to Miss Almira Louisa Olds of Ohio, to whom 
five children were born. 

Though a Southerner by birth, he served on the Union side in the 
Civil War as surgeon of the Second Iowa Cavalry. His health failing, he 
resigned, and shortly after returning to his home in Muscatine he died of 
cholera June 29, 1862, at the age of forty-two years. 

From the minutes of the 1864 meeting of the State Society, the following 
is extracted: 

‘‘Dr. J. W. H. Baker offered the following resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted: 

‘‘Whereas, it hath pleased Almighty God since our last meeting, to 
remove by death from among us, Dr. George Reeder; 

‘<Resolved that in the death of Dr. Reeder, the medical profession 
of Iowa has lost one of its brighest lights, and our Society one of 
its worthy members, one whose highest ambition was the elevation of 
his profession, and who was foremost in his efforts for its advance- 
ment. 

‘“Resolved, that his many noble qualities as a man, as a citizen, 
and as a physician, entitle his memory to our most grateful respect. 

‘“Resolved, that a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the 
family of the deceased, with whom we most deeply sympathize in their 
bereavement. ’’ 
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THOMAS SIVETER, M.D. 
Salem 
a arte 1800-1893 
President, Ottumwa Session, June:11, 1856, and 
Mount Pleasant Session, June 9-10, 1858 


The sixth and eighth president, Dr. Thomas Siveter, was born January 1, 
1800, in England. From his fifteenth to twenty-first year he was ‘‘bound 
out’? to Dr. John Abernathy, a distinguished surgeon of London, England, 
racognized as the successor of the great John Hunter. Whether he 
received a medical degree is not recorded. 

In 1824 he married Miss Lydie Bridgewater of Edinburgh, Scotland, 
and two years later they came to the United States, settling in Cayuga 
County, New York. He moved to Ohio and back to New York again before 
finally locating at Salem in 1845. He had joined the Quakers in 1844. 

Dr. Siveter, a charter member, was elected to the presidency of the State 
Society at the Muscatine meeting in 1855 and presided at the Ottumwa 
Session in 1856. At this meeting the Constitution and By-laws were revised 
and the name of .the Society changed to the Iowa State Medical Society. 
At the meeting in Iowa City in 1857 he was elected a second time as 
president and presided at the Mount Pleasant Session in 1858. 

In keeping with his excellent surgical training by the great John 
Abernathy of London, his fame as a surgeon extended throughout all of 
southeastern Iowa. He continued his practice at Salem and resided there 
until his death July 6, 1893, at the age of ninety-three years. 


JOHN CLOKEY HUGHES, M.D. 
Keokuk 
1821-1881 
President in 1857 and 1866 
Towa City Session, June 10, 1857, and Davenport Session, May 9, 1866 


The seventh and fifteenth president, Dr. John Clokey Hughes, was born 
in Washington County, Pennsylvania, on April 1, 1821. He studied medicine 
in Baltimore, Maryland, with Dr. Joseph Perkins and was graduated 
from the University of Maryland in 1845. He practiced at Mount Vernon, 
Ohio, until 1850 when he was made demonstrator of anatomy at the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk. In 1851 he was elected 
professor of anatomy and in 1853 dean of the faculty and professor of 
surgery, which positions he held until his death in 1881. 

During the Civil War he was appointed surgeon general of the state, 
and as chairman of the Board of Medical Examiners he was in charge of 
the army hospitals at Keokuk. 

Dr. Hughes served as editor of the Iowa Medical Journal from 1853 
to 1858 and again when it reappeared in 1867 until it was discontinued 
in 1869. 

He became a member of the State Society in 1852, and in 1856 at the 
' Ottumwa meeting he was elected to the presidency. He was unable to 
preside at the Iowa City session the following year because of absence 
in the Hast. He served the State Society a second time as president in 
1866. 

Dr. Hughes was a frequent attendant at the annual sessions of the 
American Medical Association and in 1852 served as chairman of the 
section on surgery during the meeting at Richmond, Virginia. 

He was a charter member of the American Surgical Association; Dr. 
Hughes was one of the leading surgeons of his period, and through his 
association with the first medical school in Iowa, he greatly advanced 
the cause of medical education in this state. He also made a distinet 
contribution to medical journalism as editor of the Iowa Medical Journal. 

He was married to a daughter of Dr. David L. McGugin, the second 
president of the State Society. His death occurred August 10, 1881, at the 
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age of sixty years. It is noteworthy that the resolutions adopted on his 
death by the Iowa State Medical Society in session at Des Moines 
January 25-27, 1882, were presented by Dr. ‘W. F. Peck, dean of the 
medical faculty at Iowa City. 


JOHN HENRY RAUCH, M.D. 
Burlington 
1828-1894 
President, Davenport Session, June 1859 


The ninth president, Dr. John Henry Rauch, who became recognized as one 
of the foremost sanitarians in the Nation in his day, was born at Lebanon, 
Pennsylvania, September 4, 1828. He attended the academy there and in 
1846 began to study medicine under Dr. John W. Gloninger. In 1849 he 
was graduated from the University of Pennsylvania, settling in Burlington, 
Iowa, a year later. ; 

The establishment of the marine hospitals at Galena and Burlington, 
which were opened in 1858, was largely due to his influence. A member 
of the State Horticultural Society of Iowa and the Iowa Historical and 
Geological Institute, in 1856 he aided in securing the passage of legislative 
action authorizing a geological survey of Iowa. He spent part of 1855 and 
1856 in Cambridge, Massachusetts, with Professor Louis Agassiz of Harvard 
University, whom he helped in collecting material for the Natural History 
of the United States. 

He served as librarian and first vice president of the Iowa State Medical 
Society before being named president at the Mount Pleasant meeting in 
1858. He presided at the Davenport Session in 1859. 

Retaining his Iowa residence, Dr. Rauch was professor of materia medica 
at Rush Medical College, Chicago, from 1857 until 1859 when he became 
professor of materia medica and medical botany at the Chicago College 
of Pharmacy, of which he was one of the founders. 

As a surgeon in the Civil War, he distinguished himself as a sanitary 
officer and was mustered out in 1865. 

One of the organizers of the Chicago Board of Health, Dr. Rauch 
developed it and the Illinois State Board of Health, of which he was 
secretary for many years, until they became models for the whole country. 
He became internationally known for his A Sanitary History of Chicago 
from 1833 to 1870 and was summoned to Venezuela in 1870 to improve 
the sanitary conditions of the gold mines. While there, he made a valuable 
collection of specimens for the Chicago Academy of Natural Sciences. 

A pioneer leader in the fight against quackery, Dr. Rauch worked for 
higher standards in medical education and licensure. He was treasurer of the 
American Public Health Association when it was organized in 1872 and 
president in 1876, in which year he was also appointed to the Sanitary 
Committee for the Interior Department of the United States for the 1876 
Centennial Exposition. He was also associated with the Relief and Aid 
Society of Chicago. 

He never married, and when his health failed he returned to his old 
home in Lebanon, Pennsylvania, where he died on March 24, 1894, at the 
age of sixty-six years. 


EGBERT 8. BARROWS, M.D. 
Davenport 
1799-1892 
President, Dubuque Session, May 9, 1860 


The tenth president, Dr. Egbert 8. Barrows of Davenport, was born in 
Vermont in 1799 and graduated from the Vermont Academy of Medicine 
jn 1824. After serving as a surgeon in the Seminole Indian War, Dr. 
Barrows came to Rockingham, Iowa, in 1836, being the first physician to 
locate in Scott County. For the first year and a half after he began to 
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practice the nearest physician to. the south was in Burlington and on the 
north at Dubuque, nearly 100 miles away. After settlement of the county 
seat in favor of Davenport, Dr. Barrows located there, then a town of 
100 population. In 1847 he became the preceptor of Dr. John Forrest Dillon, 


charter member of the Iowa State Medical Society and, as Judge Dillon, | 


one of the founders of the medical department of the University of 
Iowa and one of the eminent jurists of his day. 

When the Scott County Medical Society was organized in 1856, Dr. 
Barrows was chosen the first president, and in 1860 he served as president 
of the Iowa State Medical Society at the Dubuque meeting. He was less 
active in his older years, retiring in 1860, when he was made examining 
surgeon of recruits and subsequently examiner for pensions. He died 
March 8, 1892, at the age of ninty-three years. 


ROLAND SEARS LEWIS, M.D. 
Dubuque 
1810-1869 
President, Burlington Session, May 1861 


The eleventh president, Dr. Roland Sears Lewis, was born in Northfield, 
Massachusetts, on August 30, 1810. In 1828 he went to Galena, Illinois, 
where he took part in the Blawk Hawk War of 1832. Returning to New 
York in 1833, he entered the office of Dr. Roland Sears of Whitesborough, 
and later was with Prof. C. B. Coventry of Utica. He attended Fairfield 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, in the winter of 1837-38 
and in 1840 was graduated from Geneva Medical College. In 1840 he was 
married to Miss Abigail P. Conkey. Their two sons, one of whom, was a 
doetor, served in the Civil War, although Dr. Lewis did not. 

Dr. Lewis practiced in Newark, New Jersey, before locating in Dubuque 
in 1844, where he was in practice until his death September 9, 1869. 

Dr. Lewis was elected president of the State Society at the Dubuque 
meeting in 1860 and served during the following year, presiding at the 
Burlington Session in 1861. There are no recorded minutes of this meeting, 
probably because of disturbed conditions incident to the beginning of the 
Civil War. He was a charter member and treasurer of the Northwestern 
Medical Society, which was organized in Dubuque in 1853. 


JOHN FLOURNOY HENRY, M.D. 
Burlington 
1793-1873 
President, Iowa City Session, May 1862 

The twelfth president, Dr. John Flournoy Henry, was born January 17, 
1792, at Henry’s Mill, Kentucky. After serving in the War of 1812 as a 
surgeon’s mate, he was graduated from the University of Pennsylvania 
in 1817 and from the College of Physicians and Surgeons of New York 
in 1818. 

He first located in Cincinnati, where from 1830 to 1834 he was professor 
of obstetrics and diseases of women at the Medical College of Ohio. He 
settled in Burlington in 1845, practicing there until he retired in 1860. 
There is some confusion between him and his son, Dr. G. R. Henry, as both 
were present at the first meeting of the Lowa State Medical Society in 
Burlington June 19, 1850. Dr. G. R .Henry served as treasurer of the 
State Society in 1852-53 and Dr. John F. Henry was a member of the 
Committee on Constitution in 1850, censor in 1851 and first vice president 
1851-53. At the Burlington meeting Dr. Henry, the elder, was elected 
president and presided at the Iowa City Session in 1862. 

Dr. Henry was married in May 1818 to Miss Mary Basil Duke of Ken- 
tucky, who died shortly after the death of their only daughter in 1821. In 
1828 he married Miss Lucey Stringer Ridgely, daughter of a distinguished 
physician of Lexington, Kentucky, to which union five children were born. 

He died in 1873 at the age of seventy-nine years. 
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HIRAM THOMAS CLEAVER, M.D. 
Keokuk 
1822-1888 
President, Iowa City Session, May 1864, and 
Des Moines Session, June 26, 1875 


The thirteenth and twenty-fourth president of the State Society was 
Dr. Hiram Thomas Cleaver, who was born February 17, 1822, at Centerville, 
Pennsylvania. After graduating in 1841 from the Friend’s Seminary, New 
Lisbon, Ohio, he studied medicine under Dr. Tillinghast, New Lisbon, and 
practiced for several years as his partner. 

In August 1848 he located at Wapello, Iowa, where he practiced for 
fourteen years and was one of the founders of the Louisa County Medical 
Society in 1857. From 1854-58 he represented his district in the State 
Senate. 

In 1862 he received a medical degree from the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons at Keokuk and was elected professor of obstetrics and disease’ 
of women. He held this chair for twenty years and served as vice president 
for a number of years and as dean of the faculty in 1882. He also was 
graduated from Chicago Medical College in 1871. During the Civil War 
Dr. Cleaver served as assistant surgeon in the army, having charge of the 
Fifth Street U.S. General Hospital in Keokuk from 1862-65. 

Dr. Cleaver was vice president of the State Society in 1861, and in 1862 
at the Iowa City meeting he was elected to the presidency, but because 
there was no meeting in 1863 he did not serve as president until 1864 
when the annual meeting was again held in Iowa City. He served a second 
term as president in 1875. He was a delegate to the meeting of the British 
Medical Association at Bath, England, in 1878, at which time he made a 
tour of Europe, visiting the hospitals of its great cities. He served four 
terms as president of the Keokuk City Medical Society. 

Dr. Cleaver was married four times: first to Miss Anna Hanna of New 
Lisbon, Ohio, to Miss Lydia Appleton of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to 
Miss Garrett, and lastly to Miss Clarissa Bracken of Brownsville, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Having retired from the medical school in 1882 because of poor health, 
in 1887 he went to Las Vegas Hot Springs, New Mexico, where he died 
on January 11, 1888. 


MILTON B. COCHRAN, M.D. 
Iowa City 
1828-1898 
President, Ottumwa Session, June 1865. 


The fourteenth president, Dr. Milton B. Cochran, was born June 7, 1828, 
at Cambridge, Vermont. When he was eight years old the family moved 
to Milan, Ohio, where he was educated. In 1851 he was graduated from 
the medical department of Western Reserve College, Cleveland, Ohio, and 
in May he married Miss Mary E. Gooding of Marion, Ohio. 

He came to Iowa in 1854 and joined the Iowa State Medical Society 
in 1857, but the records are somewhat confusing as to his several places 
of practice. When elected vice president of the State Society in 1857 he 
was located at Iowa City and the same in 1858 when elected treasurer. He 
spoke at the Society banquet. in Mount Pleasant on ‘‘The Medical Profes- 
sion.’’ A press notice states, ‘‘Dr. Cochran is a young man of fine talents 
and bides fair to occupy a leading position in the Society.’’ He was 
re-elected treasurer in 1859 at the Davenport meeting, and then his residence 
is listed as being in Davenport. 

At the opening of the Civil War in 1861 he was appointed surgeon of 
the First Iowa Cavalry and served until 1864, returning as brevet lieutenant 
colonel. He apparently returned to Iowa City to practice because at the 
annual meeting of the State Society in that city he was elected to the 
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presidency, his residence being given as Iowa City, and he presided at the 
Ottumwa meeting in 1865. ) 

In 1866 he was elected treasurer at the Davenport Sessién, his address 
being given as Iowa City. Then in 1867 and 1868 he was again elected 
treasurer of the Society with his residence being given as Davenport. During 
these years he was connected with the Soldier’s Orphan’s Home at Daven- 
port. 

Following 1868 the record is rather incomplete, except that in 1880 it is 
recorded that he was stricken with an illness incurred in the war from which 
he never fully recovered. In 1884 he was elected a delegate to the American 
Medical Association from the Scott County Medical Society. For a number 
of years he resided in Wisconsin, but he returned to Iowa City in 1890 
and served as president of the Johnson County Medical Society in 1891. He 
carried on an active practice in Iowa City until his retirement in 1896. 

In October 1894 he used diphteria antitoxin for the first time in Iowa 
in a case of laryngeal diphtheria, that had been prepared at the Pasteur 
Institute in Paris and brought to Iowa City by Dr. W. L. Bierring. 

Dr. Cochran was a physician with the best training of the period and 
at all times impressed his colleagues with his high professional qualifications. 

He died May 29, 1898, at the age of seventy years. 


JOHN WATERMAN HARRIS BAKER, M.D. 
Davenport 
1821-1905 | 
President, Davenport Session, May 22, 1867 
The sixteenth president, Dr. John Waterman Harris Baker, was born 
August 21, 1821, at Chesterfield, New Hampshire. His father and grand- 
father were both doctors, and after attending the public schools and Kimball 


Union Academy, Meriden, New Hampshire, he began the study of medicine © 


under Dr. Amos Twitchell of Keene, New Hampshire, the most famous 
New England surgeon of his day. He was graduated in October 1842 from 
the New Hampshire Medical College, Hanover. 

After practicing for short periods at Newport and Meriden, where he 
became a member of the New Hampshire Medical Society, he married Miss 
Julia Ann Richardson and settled in Mokelumne, California. He soon 
returned east again, however, locating in Davenport in November 1855, 
where he engaged in general practice but became especially prominent as 
an obstetrician. 

He became a member of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1857, holding 
at various times all offices including the presidency in 1867. In 1856 he 
took an active interest in the organization of the Scott County Medical 
Society and served as secretary from 1860 to 1862 and as president in 
1863. In 1867 he was president of the Iowa State Medical Society) when 
it met in his native city. The title of his presidential address was ‘¢ Medicine 
Not an Exact Science.’? He was also a member of the Illinois and lowa 
Central District Medical Society and the American Medical Association, and 
he frequently contributed articles to medical literature. 

Dr. Baker was generally regarded as one of the most cultured physicians 
of his period. Of tall stature, distinguished appearance, wearing the silk 
hat and long Prince Albert coat, he was typical of the doctor of the ‘‘old 
school.’? His doctor’s sign with the three initials ‘‘J. W. H.’’ could be 
seen waving in the wind at Third and Main Streets, Davenport, well along 
towards the turn of the century. He kept up an active practice to within 
a few years of his death in 1905 at the age of eighty-four years. 


WILLIAM WATSON, M.D. 
Dubuque 
President, Des Moines Session, May 22, 1868 
The seventeenth president, Dr. William Watson, came to the United 
States with his family as an infant, having been born at Leeds, England, 


. 


IOWA STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY PRESIDENTS 121 


on May 14, 1826. They lived first in Connecticut for four years and 
then in Onondaga County, New York, where he received a common school 
education. In 1844 he went to Ohio, where he taught a district school, but 
he soon moved on, settling on a farm near Beloit, Wisconsin. He worked 
for two years as a carpenter until he saved sufficient money to attend 
Beloit Seminary for a year. 

He began to read medicine in 1850 with Dr. Asahel Clark in Beloit 
and attended a course of lectures at Rush Medical College in Chicago in the 
winter of 1851-52. After practicing at McGregor, Iowa, for eighteen months, 
he returned to Rush to attend a second course of lectures, graduating with 
honor in February 1854. He located in Dubuque and within a few months 
became associated with Dr. R. 8. Lewis, practicing with him until the 
latter’s death nine years later. 

He served in the Civil War from 1861 to 1865, returning to Dubuque 
with a brevet commission of lieutenant colonel. 

He was president of the Iowa Medical Society in 1868 when it met for 
the first time in the State Capitol at Des Moines, and he was one of the 
signers of the first articles of incorporation adopted on February 5 of 
that year. His presidential address was of a high order; he was an interest- 
ing and forceful speaker, enliving every medical meeting that he attended. 
At the meeting of the State Society February 23, 1870, he presented a 
comprehensive paper on orthopedic surgery, the first on this subject read 
before the State Society. He remained active until 1901 when he retired 
from practice. After that he traveled extensively until his death on 
November 21, 1910, at the home of his son in Chicago. His body was 
brought back to Dubuque for burial. 

He was married twice, first in November 1860 to Miss Lucy Giddings of 
Portland, Maine, who died March 1862, leaving one child, and on September 
14, 1868, he was married to Miss Lucy F. Conkey of Dubuque. 


PHILIP HARVEY, M.D. 
Burlington 
1805-1883 
President, Des Moines Session, May 25, 1869 


The eighteenth president, Dr. Philip Harvey, a descendant of the brother 
of Dr. William Harvey who discovered the circulation of the blood, was 
born March 1, 1805, at Tottenham, England, and was graduated from St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital School in London in 1826. He came to Burlington 
from Thornville, Ohio, in 1849, at the time of the cholera epidemic and 
was active practitioner there for thirty-five years. 

He was a member of the faculty of the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
at Keokuk for several years. During the Civil War he served as a surgeon. 
His article, ‘‘A Case of United Twins,’’ appears in the 1867-71 volume 
of the Transactions of the State Society. Dr. Harvey was president of the 
State Society in 1869 when it met in Des Moines. The title of his address 
was ‘‘Climatology in Southern Iowa,’’ in which he contrasted the climate 
of Iowa with other portions of the earth’s surface and furnished scientific 
explanation for many advantages of Iowa’s climate. 

Dr. Harvey died while on a lecture tour at Portland, Oregon, in March 
1883, at the age of seventy-eight years. 


SENECA BROWN THRALL, M.D. 
Ottumwa 
1832-1888 
President, Des Moines Session, February 23, 1870 


Seneca Brown Thrall, the ninteenth president, was born in Utica, Ohio, 
on Auguest 9, 1832. He began reading medicine in 1849 with his father, 
Dr. H. L. Thrall, who was for many years a professor at Kenyon College 
and Starling Medical College, Columbus, Ohio. He was graduated from 
Kenyon College in 1851, and the next winter attended lectures at Starling, 
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subsequently being graduated from the University of New York in March 
1853. 


Before locating in Ottumwa in May 1856, where he practiced for thirty- 
two years, he was with his father two years and at Belle Center, Ohio, 
for one. He was married to Miss Mary Brooks of Columbus, Ohio, on 
May 15, 1856. To this union four children were born, one of whom died 
in infancy. 

He was active in the State Medical Society, always fighting against 
medical polities and) selfish ambition. He was president of the Society in 
1869 and served as secretary from 1873 until 1877. At various times he 
served as president and secretary of the Wapello County’ Medical Society 
and was also a member of the American Medical Association, the Des 
Moines Valley and Rocky Mountain Medical Societies and an honorary 
member of the California Medical Society. He served as a surgeon in the 
Civil War from 1862 until 1864. 


JAMES GAMBLE, M.D. 
LeClaire 
1821-1903 
President, Des: Moines Session, April 19, 1871 

The twentieth president, Dr. James Gamble, was born near Londonderry, 
Ireland, on March 6, 1821. He moved to the United States as a child, the 
family settling near Wilmington, Delaware, where they remained until 1836 
when they moved to Pittsburgh. 

In 1840 when he was nineteen years old he located in Warsaw, Illinois, 
where in association with Hon. T. C. Sharp he published the Warsaw 
Signal. He soon sold his interest, however, and in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
began to read medicine under Dr. Warren Stone. In 1844 he went to St. 
Louis, where he studied under Prof. Joseph N. M’Dowell, and was graduated 
from the medical department of the University of Missouri, St. Louis, in 
1846. 

He settled in LeClaire in March 1847. In 1847 he joined the Iowa State 
Medical Society, becoming treasurer for that year and president in 
1871. Because of illness he was unable to be present at the Des Moines 
session April 19, 1871, and he did not give a presidential address. He was 
also a member of the Iowa and, Illinois Central District and Scott County 
Medical Societies. In 1862; he served as assistant surgeon in the Iowa 
Infantry. A member of the LeClaire school board gince it was organized in 
1848, he served as its president as well as mayor of the city. 

He was married to Miss Eliza Goudy of Springfield, Illinois, on July 
20, 1848. His death occurred in 1903 at the age of eighty-three years. 


ARCHELAUS G. FIELD, M.D. 
Des Moines 
1829-1924 
President, Des Moines Session, June 26, 1872 


The twenty-first president, Dr. Archelaus G, Field, was born November 
15, 1829, at Ontario County, New York, the son of a doctor and a brother 
of Orestes G. Field, a distinguished surgeon of the Civil War. The family 
moved to Madison County, Ohio, in 1839. From 1841 to 1849 he attended 
the academies at West Jefferson, London and Worthington, paying for his 
education and board by teaching and working on a farm. 

In 1850 he emigrated: to Iowa and practiced medicine at Centerville and 
Unionville. In August 1851 when his father died he returned to Ohio 
to take over his practice. In 1853 he entered the office of Prof. John 
Dawson of Columbus and began a course of lectures at Starling Medical 
College, graduating at the end of the 1853-54 session, his three years’ 
practice being accepted in lieu of one course of lectures. He practiced 
at Hillsboro and Faircastle, Ohio, and at Jacinto, Mississippi, where he had 
a prosperous practice, but with war eminent, Dr. Field came to Corydon, 


‘ 
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Towa, in 1859. He was elected president of the Wayne County Agricultural 
Society in 1860. 


After deciding on Des Moines as his future home, he attended Bellevue 
Hospital Medical School, the University of New York and the College of | 
Physicians and Surgeons of New York, graduating from the latter school 
in 1864, just missing being valedictorian. While in New York he was also 
a student in the Bronson School of Elocution in Cooper Institute. 


He located in Des Moines in May 1864 and in 1865 was elected city 
physician and in 1866 physician for Polk County, in which office he aided 
in establishing the county farm and infirmary. He twice served as mayor 
of North Des Moines and was elected Polk County coroner in 1868 and 
treasurer of the Forest Homes School District in 1878. 


He served as United States examining surgeon for pensioners from 1866 
to 1873 when he was appointed to the board of review in Washington. He 
soon resigned to continue his work at the Keokuk Medical College, having 
been elected to the chair of physiology and pathology, but in 1885 when 
the school was split into two factions, Dr. Field) withdrew from the faculty. 


Active in the Iowa State Medical Society, Dr. Field was secretary from 
1869 to 1871, president in 1872, and in 1876 delegate to the International 
Medical Congress in Philadelphia. He was an active member of various 
other medical and scientifia societies, including the American Medical 
Association, American Society of Microscopists, American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and a charter member of the Iowa Academy of 
Sciences. He was also a member of the Iowa State Bar Association, having 
received a law degree from Simpson Centenary College in 1879, at which 
time he was also admitted to the supreme court, but he never engaged in the 
practice of law. 


He invented an instrument for spraying directly the mucous canals and 
cavities, which was described in the Medical and Surgical Reporter, 
Philadelphia, May 1869. He also developed a ‘‘Musculo-tension Meter’’ to 
determine the extent of softening of the muscles in paralyses and a 
universal stand for microscopy, photomicrography and copying. In January 
1898 Popular Science reported his detailed photograph of the moon, which 
he took with a box camera through a six inch telescope. His paper, ‘‘ Bright 
Light in School Rooms, a Cause for Myopia,’’ was read before the 
ophthalmic section of the American Medical Association at the Baltimore 
meeting in 1895 and was published in its Journal. It was also read at the 
Columbus meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, and a synopsis appeared in Popular Science in July 1895. He 
was an extensive contributor to other well known medical journals. He was 
one of the pioneers in photomicrography, having begun his experiments in 
1883, and he also gave attention to the microscopy of the natural 
sciences. At various times he appeared before medical and scientific societies, 
illustrating his subject with photomicrographic lantern slides of his own 
production. 


He was married to Miss Hattie Weatherby of Cardington, Ohio, in 1877, 
to which union were born three children. 


As a business man he also took part in the development of Des Moines, 
locating and giving the ground for eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth streets 
from University to Forest. He built more than a mile of paving, curbing 
and sewers and nearly twenty large houses. All of this enterprise was done 
alone. 


Although not actively engaged in practice during later years, he always 
kept up his interest in county and State Society matters. At the annual 
session of the State Society in 1922, at ninety-three years of age, he 
made a very happy address, recalling the fact that it was fifty years since 
his presidency of the Society. He died May 31, 1924, at the age of ninety- 
five years. 
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JEFFERSON WILLIAMSON, M.D. 
Ottumwa 
1827-1904. 


President, Marshalltown Session, May 28, 1873 


The twenty-second president, Dr. Jefferson Williamson, was born in 
Adams County, Ohio, on March 31, 1827. He received a common school 
education and began reading medicine at the age of twenty under Prof R. 
Buck of West Union, Ohio. In 1852 he received his degree from the medical 
department of Western Reserve College, Cleveland, Ohio, and in November, 
located in Ottumwa where he practiced for fifty-one years. In the winter 
of 1865-66 he attended another course of lectures at Rush Medical College, 
Chicago. 

Dr. Williamson served on various committees of the Iowa State Medical 
Society and was president in 1873. He was a member of the International 
Medical Congress which met in Washington, D. C., in September 1887. He 
was also permanent secretary of the Des Moines Valley Medical Association 
and served a term as president of the Wapello County Medical Society. 

He was married to Miss Sarah N. Jones of Wilmington, Ohio, in May 
1852. His death occurred in 1904, 


WILLIAM STEPHENSON ROBERTSON, M.D. 
Muscatine 
; 1831-1887 
President, Des Moines Session, January 29, 1874 


The twenty-third president, Dr. William Stephenson Robertson, was born 
June 5, 1831, at Georgetown, Pennsylvania. The family moved’ to Burlington 
in 1838 and after a few years to Columbus City, where in 1852 he began 
to study medicine under his father, Dr. James M. Robertson. He received 
his literary education at Knox College, Galesburg, Ill. He was graduated 
from the Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia in March 1856 and 
began practicing with his father. He served as a major in the army during 
the Civil War, resigning in 1863 when he returned to Columbus City. 

During the winter of 1868-69 he attended lectures at Bellevue Hospital, 
New York, locating in Muscatine the following spring. Dr. Robertson was 
instrumental in the establishment of the institution for the feeble-minded 
at Glenwood and was chairman of the first board of trustees. He also 
helped to establish the State Board of Health in 1880 and served as its 
president from 1880 until his death in 1887, including one year as president 
of the State Board of Medical Examiners. When the medical college was 
established as part of the State University at Iowa City, he was made 
the first professor of the theory and practice of medicine, serving until 
his death. In 1874 he was president of the Iowa State Medical Society, 
having joined in 1861. He was prominent in the American Medical Associa- 
tion, the American Public Health Association and several local medical 
societies. He served a term in the State Legislature and was very active 
in having a law passed regulating the practice of medicine and surgery. 

He was married to Miss Annie E. Charlton in June 1856 and had two 
children, a daughter and a son. His son, Dr. Charles M. Robertson, was 
for a few years professor of otolaryngology at the University of Iowa and 
later at the Chicago Postgraduate Medical School. 

Dr. Robertson died in Muscatine January 20, 1887, as the result of 
a glioma of the brain. 


WASHINGTON FREEMAN PECK, M.D. 
Davenport 
1841-1891 
President, Des Moines Session, January 26, 1876 


The twenty-fifth president, Dr. Washington Freeman Peck, one of the 
foremost historical figures in Iowa medicine, was born in Galen, New York, 
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on January 22, 1841. His boyhood was spent there on a farm near Clyde, 
where he attended grammar school, His father’s death necessitated his 
leaving school, but by independent study and working as a newsboy on 
a train he was able to enter Bellevue Hospital Medical College in the 
fall of 1859. In the spring of 1860 he won a competitive appointment as 
house surgeon in Bellevue Hospital, becoming the first undergraduate to 
hold such a position and the first student in the country to combine lecture 
courses with hospital experience, a procedure that has now become routine. 


After graduating from Bellevue with high honors in 1863, he joined 
the army as a contract surgeon but resigned after eighteen months because 
of ill health following pneumonia. He located in Davenport in June 1864 
and in July he joined the Scott County Medical Society. Dr. Peck 
immediately began to take an active part in its affairs and, being elected 
secretary the following January, to raise the standards of medical practice 
in the community. 

Shortly after locating in Davenport, Dr. Peck was appointed physician 
to the state orphanage which had been opened in 1862 for the orphan 
children of Civil War soldiers. At the time their numbers decreased, he 
was instrumental in starting a movement to open it to other children and, 
continuing as physician and a member of the board of directors, did much 
to improve the general conditions of the orphanage. 


Dr. Peck, with Sister Mary Barromeo under the direction of the Sisters 
of Mercy, established a hospital for the first time in Davenport, which 
opened December 10, 1869. Until his death Dr. Peck served as president 
of the staff. 

Dr. Peck, having been appointed chief surgeon of the Rock Island 
Railroad on January 1, 1875, created the organization which except for a 
few minor details is the same today. Previously, doctors had merely been 
designated ‘‘railroad doctor,’’ but there was no definite organization or 
over-all supervision. In 1889 he became a member of the National <Associa- 
tion of Railroad Surgeons. He was the youngest president of the Iowa State 
Medical Society, being only thirty-five years old when he served in 1876. 

Dr. Peck’s greatest interest was in medicine and its allied fields not 
in civie and political affairs. He published few papers, although he often 
read them at medical meetings. Of those that were recorded, the two which 
gained the most attention were his presidential address in 1876 to the Iowa 
State Medical Society and his report as chairman of the surgical section of 
the American Medical Association in 1883. 


Though not limiting his practice to surgery, Dr. Peck was ranked among 
the top American surgeons of his time, largely for his daring abdominal 
and pelvic operations, and he was among the first to be elected to member- 
ship in the American Surgical Association after it was organized in 1882, 
then limited to one hundred surgeons. While aggressive in his operative 
work, he was slow to accept new ideas. He resisted antiseptics, particularly 
earbolic acid, and the germ theory of disease, although he was finally 
convinced of its validity. In 1886 when he went abroad he was greeted 
and entertained by the leading surgeons in all of the many countries that 
he visited. In 1890 he was delegate to the International Medical Congress 
in Berlin and to the International Surgical Congress in Birmingham. 

Dr. Peck was directly responsible for the establishment of a medical 


school at Iowa City in 1870 against tremendous opposition and obstacles. - 


He was appointed the first dean of the faculty and served until June 1891 
when he resigned due to failing health. He died six months later on 
December 12, 1891. 

Dr. Peck was married to Miss Maria Purdy of Butler, New York, in 
1865. They had three children, their only son, Raymond E., a graduate in 
medicine, State University of Iowa 1892, dying shortly after his return 
from two years postgraduate study at European medical centers. 
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HENRY CLAY BULIS, M.D. 
Decorah 
; 1830-1897 
President, Cedar Rapids Session, May 29, 1877 


_ The twenty-sixth president, Dr. Henry Clay Bulis, was born in Clinton 
County, New York, on November 14, 1830. Reared on a farm, he became 
a teacher, beginning the study of medicine when he was twenty-one years 
old. He was graduated from’ the Vermont Medical College, Woodstock, in 
1854, and also had a degree from Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, 
taken in 1888. 

He located in Decorah, Iowa, in October 1854 and joined the State 
Medical Society, of which he was president in 1877. He served as United 
States examining surgeon for pensions from 1865 to 1876. 

Dr. Bulis was active in political affairs, his first public office being 
commissioner for the sale of intoxicating liquors. He also served ag the 
first superintendent of schools and as county supervisor. Elected to the 
State Senate in 1867, it was in the middle of his second term in 1872 


‘that he was elected lieutenant governor. While in the Senate he served 


as chairman of the State University Committee, at which time the establish- 
ment of a medical department at Iowa City was being considered. According 
to the record it appears that Senator Bulis was opposed to such a measure, 
and a resolution was adopted by the State Medical Society in session in 
Des Moines commending him for such opposition. 

Dr. Bulis was also a member of the University Board of Regents at 
this time. After the medical department was finally established at Towa 
City, he gave it his fullest support. 

In 1876 President Grant appointed him a member of the Sioux Indian 
Commission; Dr. Bulis played no small part in the treaty with this warlike 
people for the purchase of the Black Hills. Later he served as special Indian 
agent and special agent of the General Land Office, but he resigned each 
after a few months, as both jobs required extensive traveling which he 
found too laborious. He was twice mayor of Decorah and served, four years 
as postmaster. He was a member of the the Iowa State Historical Society, 
serving as curator for several years. 

He died in Decorah, after practicing for forty years, on September 7, 
1397. 

He was married to Miss Laura A. Adams of Champlain, New York, on 
September 11, 1854. After she died in 1861, he married her sister, Miss 
Harriette B. Adams on June 7s S63, 


HENRY. RISTINE, M.D. 
Cedar Rapids 
1818-1893 
President, Des Moines Session, January 30, 1878 


The twenty-seventh president, Dr. Henry Ristine, was born in Albany, 
Kentucky, on September 21, 1818. He attended Wabash College, Crawfordsvile, 
Indiana ,and practiced with his brother-in-law, Dr. Magnus Holmes, at 
Marion, Indiana, before attending lectures at the Medical College of Ohio, 
Cincinnati, from which he was graduated in 1852. 

In 1859 Dr. Ristine was an organizer and one of the five original 
members of Linn County Medical Society. He was also a member of the 
Iowa Union Medical Society and the American Medical Association. 

After serving as a surgeon in the Civil War for a year, he was appointed 
U. S. examining surgeon for pensions in September 1864. He was chief 
surgeon for the Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Northern Railway, and 
district surgeon for the Chicago and Northwestern Railway. His son, Dr. 
John M. Ristine, was. graduated from Bellevue Hospital Medical College 
in 1876, and the two Ristine’s were among the leading physicians and 
surgeons of Eastern Iowa, particularly in the field of railway surgery, for 
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a period of seventy-seven years. After the senior Dr. Ristine’s death in 
1893, his son practiced with Dr. Ruml. 

Dr. Ristine served as president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 
1878, presiding at the Des Moines session, January 20, 1878. His presidential 
address was practical and interesting, the title being ‘‘The Medical Pro- 
fession, the Conservators of Health.’’ 

With Judge Green, Dr. Ristine instigated the organization of St. Luke’s 
Hospital and was a member of the first consulting staff. He was a 
frequent contributor to medical journals. 


ABRAM M. CARPENTER, M.D. 
Keokuk 
1834-1907 
President, Davenport Session, June 3-4-5, 1879 


The twenty-eighth president, Dr. Abram M. Carpenter, was born in 
Lincoln County, Kentucky, December 12, 1834, and was educated at Centre 
College and the University of Louisville, Kentucky. He studied medicine 
under Dr. William Pawling and was graduated from Jefferson Medical 
College, Philadelphia, in 1854. 

He established himself at Keokuk, engaging in general and consultation 
practice, with special attention given to gynecology. He served for many 
years as secretary-treasurer of the Keokuk City Medical Society. In 1865 
he was elected professor of theory and practice of medicine in the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk. In the Iowa State Medical Society 
he served as corresponding secretary in 1866, as vice president in 1872 and 
as president in 1879. In 1877 President Bowditch of the American Medical 
Association appointed him chairman of a committee to help organize a 
State Board of Health for Iowa. He also served as health officer for 
Keokuk and as medical director for the Iowa Life Insurance Company. He 
was a frequent contributor to medical journals. 

Dr. Carpenter died in 1907. 


GEORGE P. HANAWALT, M.D. 
Des Moines 
1836-1912 
President, Des Moines Session, January 27-28-29, 1880 


The twenty-ninth president, Dr. George P. Hanawalt, was born September 
11, 1836, at Chillecothe, Ohio. He received a public school education 
supplemented by literary studies at Salem Academy. He began to read 
medicine in 1859 and while serving in the army as hospital steward 
attended lectures at Georgetown University, Washingtown, D. C., from which 
he was graduated in 1864. Commissioned assistant surgeon, he served 
until 1868, when he resigned to take up private practice in Des Moines. 

He was connected early with the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific 
Railroad as division surgeon and with the Des Moines and Fort Dodge 
Railway Company as surgeon. After the famous Four-Mile railroad wreck 
August 29, 1877, in which the P. T. Barnum circus was involved, the 
doctor cared for the victims so well that P. T. Barnum gave a benefit 
performance and turned the proceeds, $12,000, over to the doctor to 
establish Cottage Hospital, said to be the first hospital in Des Moines. 

Dr. Hanawalt was surgeon-general of the National Guard for nearly 
twenty years and for several years was chief medical director of the Iowa 
Traveling Men’s Association and the Equitable Life Insurance Company 
of Iowa. He was a member of the Medical Society of the District of 
Columbia and the Alumni Society of Georgetown University, being vice 
president in 1869-70. He was also a member of the board of examiners for 
pensions in Des Moines. 

He joined the State Medical Society in 1869 and served as secretary 
from 1870 to 1873 and as president in 1880. He also served one term 
as president of the Polk County Medical Society in 1877. 
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He was married to Miss Emma Agnes Jordan of Des Moines in October 
1871. Dr. Hanawalt died in Des Moines in’ 1912 at the age of seventy-six 
years. . 


SUMNER BURNHAM CHASE, M.D. 
Osage 
1821-1891 
President, Dubuque Session, May 25-26, 1881 


The thirtieth president, Dr. Sumner Burnham Chase, was born on a farm 
at Limington, Maine, on October 4, 1821. When he was five years of age 
he was taken to Scarboro, Maine, where he attended common school, Limerick 
Academy and Parsonfield Seminary, and began his medical education with 
Dr. Seth Larribee. Following his graduation in May 1849 from the medical 
department of Bowdoin College, he opened an office in Portland, Maine, 
and in May 1854 was a delegate to the St. Louis meeting of the American 
Medical Association. 

He came to Iowa in September 1855, settling first at Decorah, but 
soon after, in January 1856, moving to Osage, which he being one of its 
founders, personally plotted. Dr. Chase was appointed postmaster in May 
of that year, but he resigned in August to accept the office of register of 
deeds of the United States Land Office in Osage, serving until 1859. In 
1884 he was a delegate to the National Democratic Convention which 
nominated Grover Cleveland for president. 

Having joined the Iowa State Medical Society in 1873, he served as 
president in 1881. He was also the first president of the Mitchell County 
Medical Society in 1861 and a past president of the Upper Cedar Valley 
Medical Association. He was a frequent contributor to medical literature. 
Dr. Chase was a kindly man, deeply religious, and an ideal family physician. 
His high character and sympathetic nature brought him a large following 
of friends and patients. 

He was married to Miss Almira B. Cobb of Limington, Maine, on 
September 3, 1846. They had three sons and two daughters, one of whom, 
Dr. C. 8. Chase, became a well known physician and a professor of materia 
medica and pharmacology in the medical department of the State Univer- 
sity. His grandson, of the same name, is a practicing physician at Fort 
Dodge, and another grandson is Dr. R. L. Whitley of Osage. Dr. Chase 
died June 19, 1891, at Osage. 


TIMOTHY J. CALDWELL, M.D. 
Adel 
1837-1906 
President, Des Moines Session, January 25-26-27, 1882 


The thirty-first president, Dr. Timothy J. Caldwell, was born July 21, 
1837, in Vermillion County, Indiana, where he attended Newport Seminary. 
In September 1853 he came to Dallas County, Iowa, with his parents where 
for three years he worked on farms. He began reading medicine in 1856 
and was graduated from the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk 
in February 1861. 

He began to practice in Adel but soon entered the army as assistant 
surgeon, serving until the end of the Civil War, when he returned to 
Adel. The following winter Dr. Caldwell spent at Jefferson Medical College 
in Philadelphia, and he later completed a course at Bellevue Hospital 
Medical, College, New York. 

In local and state polities, Dr. Caldwell exercised considerable influence 
and served both in the Iowa House of Representatives and Senate. In 
1882 he was president of the Iowa State Medical Society, presiding at 
the Des Moines Session, January 25-27, 1882. The title of his presidential 
address was ‘‘Preventive Medicine.’’ 

Dr. Caldwell was married to Miss Melissa V. Baulsley of Dallas County, 
but a native of Indiana, on September 30, 1864. He died at Adel in 1906. 
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DARIUS SCHOFIELD, M.D. 
Washington 
: 1834-1893 
President, Council Bluffs Session, May 16-17, 1883 

The thirty-second president, Dr. Darius Schofield, was born at Hadley, 
New York, on July 31, 1834. He began the study of medicine with Dr. J. H. 
Bartholf of Cambridge and later studied with Dr. J. B. Busneson of 
Luzerne, New York. He received his literary education at Cambridge 


Academy, New York, and his medical education at Albany Medical 


College, from which he was graduated in 1858, and at Bellevue Hospital 
Medical College, New York, from which he received a degree in 1878. 

Dr. Schofield practiced medicine at Corinth, New York, from 1859 to 
1863 when he entered the army as assistant surgeon. Following the war, 
in 1866, his father having moved to Iowa, Dr. Schofield did likewise, 
settling at Wellman. Three years later he moved to Washington, Iowa, 
where he practiced general medicine, with special attention to surgery, 
until he died of cancer of the forehead in 1893, at fifty-nine years of age. 

He served as president of sthe Iowa State Medical Society in 1883 and 
as physician of the Commission of Insanity for his county. He was also 
medical examiner and surgeon for several life insurance companies and 
railroads. 


STEPHEN EDDY ROBINSON, M.D. 
West Union 
1838-1903 
President, Des Moines Session, May 21-22-23, 1884 


The thirty-third president, Dr. Stephen Eddy Robinson, was born near 
LaPorte, Indiana, May 7, 1838. He was educated at Lawrence University, 
Appleton, Wisconsin, and was graduated from Rush Medical College, 
Chicago, in 1867. Soon after, he located in West Union, where he engaged 
in the general practice of medicine. 

He was married in September 1867 to Miss Sarah E. Artman of 
Angelica, New York. 

He was president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1883 and served 
twice as president of the Fayette County Medical Society. He served in 
the Civil War first as a private and afterwards as assistant surgeon. 


HENRY CLAY HUNTSMAN, M.D. 
Oskaloosa 
1825-1887 
President, Cedar Rapids Session, May 20-21-22, 1885 


The thirty-fourth president, Dr. Henry Clay Huntsman, was born Septem- 
ber 16, 1825, on a farm near Dayton, Ohio, where he was educated in the 
pioneer schools. In 1836 the family moved to LaPorte, Indiana, where he 
attended the academy and also studied at Franklin College, Indiana. He 
began the study of medicine at eighteen years of age, entering the office 
of Drs. Meeker and Higday, both of whom were connected. with the 
Indiana Medical College at LaPorte. Afterwards he attended this college 
for two years and the medical department of the University of Michigan 
for one year, being a member of its first graduating class in April 1851. 

He located in Iowa at Lafayette, moving to Pella four years later. While 
practicing at Lafayette, he was one of the charter members of the Polk 


County Medical Society when it was organized at Fort Des Moines, 
October 24, 1851. He was married September 30, 1856, to Miss F. Matilda 


Fulton of Fultonham, Ohio. They had two sons and three daughters. 

In 1860 he went to Leadville, Colorado, where he was elected judge of 
the miners’ court, but at the outbreak of the Civil War he returned to 
Iowa and was appointed first assistant surgeon in the army. Following his 
discharge in June 1866 he settled in Oskaloosa, where he was in practice 
until his death on January 14, 1887. 
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He was president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1885 and also 
served as president of the Des Moines Valley and Mahaska County Medical 
Societies. He was a member of the American Medical Association and the 
Board of Regents of the State University at Iowa City and a surgeon of 
the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railway. 


DANIEL WEBSTER CROUSE, M.D. 
Waterloo 
1844-1911 
President, Des Moines Session, May 19-20-21, 1886 


The thirty-fifth president, Dr. Daniel Webster Crouse, was born in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, on November 5, 1844. When he was eleven 
years old he moved with his parents to a farm in Carroll County, Illinois, 
where he attended the country schools and then Mount Carroll Seminary. 
In 1868 he was graduated from the scientific course at the University of 
Michigan, afterwards taking a course at the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons in New York City. He was graduated in June 1869 from Long 
Island Hospital Medical College, Brooklyn, New York. 

He practiced for a few months at Morseville, Illinois, but in the fall 
of 1869 moved to Waterloo, where he was in practice for thirty-seven 
years. At various times he served as president of the Waterloo, Blackhawk 
County and Austin Flint-Cedar Valley Medical Societies as well as in 1886 
of the Iowa State Medical Society. It was due to his efforts that the 
Presbyterian Synodical Hospital of Waterloo was secured and built. He was 
a member of the Commission of the Insane of Black Hawk County. 

He was married December 4, 1878, to Miss Florence B. Hawley of 
Westfield, New York. In 1906 he moved to Citronelle, Alabama, in search 
of relief from chronic bronchitis, dying there on October 12, 1911, from 
heart failure. 


ANDREW WILSON McCLURE, M.D. 
Mount Pleasant 
1828-1905 
President Sioux City Session, May 18-19-20 1887 


The thirty-sixth president, Dr. Andrew Wilson McClure, was born June 
10, 1828, on a farm near Lebanon, Ohio, his family being among the first 
settlers of the region. He attended Lebanon Academy and began reading 
medicine in the office of Dr. Fisher of Lebanon and at Turtle Creek 
Academy, a Quaker school nearby. He was graduated from Ohio Medical 
College in 1853. He practiced for three years with Dr. D. 8S. York in 
Paris, Illinois, before locating in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, where he was 
in partnership with Dr. Wellington Bird until 1861 when he entered the 
army as surgeon. After being promoted to brigade surgeon after the 
Vicksburg campaign, his health failed and he resigned, returning to Mount 
Pleasant. He was also graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 
1860 and returned in later years for further study. 

Dr. McClure served as president of the Des Moines County Medical Society 
and of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1887. His president’s address 
was reprinted in the leading journals of the country. He was honored 
with various positions of public trust, including many years as president 
of the board of trustees of the state hospital at Mount Pleasant and 
seventeen years as school director. He was a frequent contributor to medical 
and other journals, and his last article on ‘‘Mental Therapy’’ attracted 
wide attention because of the advanced ideas and practical suggestions ~ 
which he presented. : 

His first wife died shortly after their marriage in 1858, and in 1860 he 
married Miss Emily Porter of Henry County, lowa, to whom were born 
three children. Dr. McClure retired in - 1901 and died on May 20, 1905. 
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JOSEPH CRAWFORD HINSEY, M.D. 
Ottumwa 
1829-1892 
President, Des Moines Session, May 16-17, 1888 


The thirty-seventh president, Dr. Joseph Crawford Hinsey, was born in 
Butler County, Ohio, on June 9, 1829, but the family moved to Tazwell 
County, Illinois, where he received a country school education. In 1851 
he was graduated from Rush Medical College and in 1854 from the 
University of Pennsylvania, locating in Ottumwa in 1856. He specialized 
in diseases of women and surgery and was one of the few surgeons in 
Iowa to perform an ovariotomy in pre-antiseptic and pre-aseptic days, an 
operation which before 1880 was viewed with great interest and wonder. 

He became a member of the Towa State Medical Society in 1859 and 
served as president in 1888. He was also a member of the American Medical 
. Association and the Des Moines Valley Medical Society. During the Civil 
War he was surgeon of the enrollment board for the fourth Iowa con- 
gressional district. For four years he was coroner of Wapello County. 

He married in Pekin on March 13, 1851, and again in Wapello on July 
10, 1856. He died of Addison’s Disease on April 10, 1892, leaving his wife 
and eleven children. His grandson and namesake, Dr. J. C. Hinsey of New 
York City is dean of Cornell University Medical School and _ president 
of the Association of American Medical Colleges. 


DONALD MACRAE, M.D. 
Council Bluffs 
1839-1907 
President, Keokuk Session, May 15-16-17, 1889 


The thirty-eighth president, Dr. Donald Macrae, was born in Ross-shire, 
Scotland, on October 3, 1839. He was graduated from the University of 
Edinburgh medical department in August 1861 and served at the Edinburgh 
Royal Infirmary for a year and a half. He spent four years as surgeon 
with the Cunard Steamship Company, crossing the Atlantic seventy-five 
times, and on his last trip in 1867 he married Miss Charlotte Bouchette, a 
native of Canada. 

He located in Council Bluffs in 1867, where he practiced medicine and 
surgery until his death on August 14, 1907. In 1881 he was elected 
professor of the principles and practice of medicine and dean of the 
faculty at Omaha Medical College, which later became the medical department 
of the University of Nebraska. He joined the Iowa State Medical Society 
in 1882 and was president in 1889. He served as the lowa member of the 
last American Medical Association nominating committee preceding the 
reorganization in 1901 and was a member of the International Medical 
Congress that met in- Washington, D.C., in 1887. He is called the ‘‘ Father 
of the Medical Society of the Missouri Valley,’’ having been one of its 
organizers, an original member and president in 1888. Records of the 
Pottawattamie County Society show his name appearing at nearly every 
meeting, usually in protest against any irregularity, shortcoming or 
dereliction of its members, thereby evidencing his uncompromising character. 

His son, Donald Macrae, Jr., was associated with him in practice until 
the latter’s death in 1907. Dr. Macrae, Jr., was elected president of the 
State Society in 1921. 


JOSEPH MARTIN EMMERT, M.D. 
Atlantic 
1846-1909 
President, Des Moines Session, April 16-17-18, 1890 





The thirty-ninth president, Dr. Joseph Martin Emmert, was born in Wash- 
ington County, Maryland, on June 13, 1846. He was educated at the 
Cumberland Valley Institute, Mechanicsville, Pennsylvania, and the Pennsyl- 
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vania Normal School at Millersville. He bagan the study of medicine with 
Dr. I. H. Snively of Waynesboro, Pennsylvania, and in March 1872 was 
graduated from Jefferson Medical College. 

He settled first at Hamburg, Iowa, moving to Atlantic in 1874, where 
he practiced until his death on July 15, 1909. Besides serving as president 
of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1890, he organized and was the first 
president of the Botna Valley Medical Society, later serving as secretary. He 


‘was the second president of the Missouri Valley Medical Society and a 
member of the Cass County Medical Society and the Western Gynaecological 


Association. In 1876 he was a delegate to the International Medical Con- 
gress at Philadelphia. In 1902 Dr. Emmert was elected to read the annual 
address on state medicine before the American Medical Association at 
Saratoga Springs, New York. He was a frequent contributor to medical 
programs and medical journals. 

In 1892 he was appointed to the State Board of Health, serving until 
1898 when he resigned upon being elected to the State Senate on the 


Democratic ticket. He was also delegate to the Democratic national con- 


vention at Chicago when Grover Cleveland was nominated. For two years 
he was president of the school board at Atlantic and twice served as city 
recorder. For twenty years he was surgeon for the Chicago, Rock Island 
and Pacific Railroad at Atlantic. In 1907 he was appointed chairman of 
the State Board of Parole. 

He was married to Miss Ida E. Washabaugh of Chambersburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, in October 1873. Only two sons of the six children born to them 
survived, one of whom, Dr. Max W. Emmert, a graduate of John Hopkins 
University Medical School, became a leading surgeon of Omaha, Nebraska, 
who died in 1940. Dr. Emmert died suddenly of heart disease on July 15, 
1909 at the age of sixty-three years. 


WILLIAM DRUMMOND MIDDLETON, M.D. 
Davenport 
1844-1902 
President, Waterloo Session, April 15-16-17, 1891 


The fortieth president, Dr. William Drummond Middleton was born 
April 26, 1844, near Aberdeen, Scotland. When he was twelve, the family 
came to the United States, settling first at Albany, New York, and then 
Davenport, Iowa, where he was educated in the public schools. After 
graduating from Davenport High School, he taught in the country schools 
until the Civil War. Following his service in the army, he entered the 
office of Dr. W. F. Peck. Then he completed the course at Bellevue 
Hospital Medical College, being graduated in March 1868. He later received 
the degree of M.A. from the State University of Iowa in 1885. 

Dr. Middleton began to practice in Davenport in April 1868 and in 
1869, when the medical department of the State University was organized, 
he became professor of physiology and microscopic anatomy, which chair 
he filled until 1887 when elected to the chair of theory and practice of 
medicine. In 1891 he was elected professor of surgery as successor to 
Dr. W. F. Peck, and in 1895 he became dean of the College of Medicine; 
he occupied both positions until his death in 1902. He taught three subjects, 
physiology, medicine and surgery, equally well without notes. In 1898 the 
students organized a society called the ‘‘Middletonian,’’ one of the best 
societies in the University, and the thirtieth anniversary of his professor- 
ship was celebrated with a banquet and the presentation of a library 
chair from the faculty. It was under his deanship that the first unit of a 
University Hospital was built, and it was he who, after the fire of 1901, 
initiated steps for the new group of buildings which served twenty-five 

ears. 

: He joined the Iowa State Medical Society in 1870 and served as 
president in 1891. His presidential address was unusual, referring to the 
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microbial origin of disease. He was also president of the Scott County 
and Towa and Illinois Central District Medical Societies. He was a member 
of the American Surgical Association, American Association of Railroad 
Surgeons and the International Association of Railway Surgeons, as well as 
a charter member of the Iowa Academy of Science. Dr. Middleton was 
long a member of the board of pension examiners and also of the board 
of commissioners of the insane. In 1901 he served as vice president of the 
American Medical Association. In 1891 he succeeded Dr. Peck as surgeon- 
in-chief of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad Company, holding 
that position until his death, April 5, 1902. 

He was an unusual scholar, and among the most notable of his frequent 
contributions to medical literature was a paper on the etiology of ap- 
pendicitis. It was read before a special meeting of the Chicago Surgical 
Society in 1900 and elicited much discussion and attention. 

He was married to Miss Sue Y. Moduman of New York City in May 
1871. Three sons became doctors, George M., Edward D. and William D., 
Jr., (Colonel, M.C., U. 8S. Army.) One daughter, Sue M., married Dr. 
Samuel C. Plummer, a well known surgeon of Chicago 

Twenty years after Dr. Middleton’s death the Chicago, Rock Island and 
Pacific Railway Company planted an elm tree and erected a tablet on the 
grass plot, just east of the Rock Tsland station in Iowa City: 


Rock Island Lines 
1852 Seventieth Anniversary 1922 
October tenth 
The memorial tree planted nearby is dedicated, 
By the Rock Island in affectionate Memory 
of 
William D. Middleton, M.D. 

Who by his industry, courage and loyalty 
through every vicissitude signally 
aided in the development of the 

C.R.1. & P. Railroad into a 
great transportation system 
devoted to the public service. 





GEORGE FRANKLIN JENKINS, M.D. 
Keokuk 
1842-1914 
President, Des Moines Session, May 18-19-20, 1892 


The forty-first president, Dr. George Franklin Jenkins, was born in 
Clarke County, Missouri, in July 1842. He was educated in the county 
schools, the high school at Alexandria, Missouri, and Commercial College, 
St Louis. In 1865 he entered Toland Medical College in San Francisco 
but received his medical degree from Missouri Medical College at St. 
Louis in 1867. The honorary degree of M.A. was conferred upon him by 
Parsons College in 1884. 

Locating in Keokuk, Dr. Jenkins joined the Keokuk City Medical Society 
in 1868, of which he was twice president, and in 1869 he joined the Lee 
County and Iowa State Medical Societies, the latter of which he served 
as president in 1892. He joined the American Medical Association in 1873 
and served as vice president in 1903. One of the promoters of St. Joseph’s 
Hospital at Keokuk, Dr. Jenkins was chief of the medical staff from the 
date of its organization until his death. He was a frequent contributor 
to medical journals. 

From 1879 until 1882 he served in the chair of diseases of children at 
Keokuk College of Physicians and Surgeons, from 1882 until 1890 as 
professor of medicine and clinical medicine, and as president of the faculty 
for the last five years of that period. In 1890 he assisted in the organiza- 
tion of the Keokuk Medical College, serving as president and professor 
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of medicine through the consolidation of the two colleges at Keokuk until 
1907 when the college became affiliated with Drake University, Des 
Moines. Dr. Jenkins was a good lecturer and was beloved by his students. 
His papers before the State Society were always of a high order. 2 

He was married to Miss Charlotte Elizabeth Van Wagenen of Fulton, 
New York, who survived him one year after his death in 1914. They had 
four daughters and one son, a physician. 


CICERO MEAD HOBBY, -M.D. 
Iowa City 
1848-1924. 
President, Burlington Session, May 17-18-19, 1893 

The forty-second president, Dr. Cicero Mead Hobby, was born at 
Skaneateles, New York, on October 16, 1848, and was educated at Moravia 
(New York) Academy. He was graduated from Bellevue Hospital Medical 
College in 1870, after having first studied medicine with his uncle, Dr. 
Nelson Mead of Locke, New York. He practiced at Locke, New York, and 
Saginaw, Michigan, before locating in Iowa City in 1871. 

He was a member of the Muscatine Medical Society, secretary of the 
Towa City and Union District Medical Societies, trustee and in 1893 
president of the Iowa State Medical Society. His address as president of 
the State Society at the Burlington Session in 1893 on ‘‘Relation of Medical 
Profession to People and State at Large’’ was very forward looking, 
making a strong plea for community health and preventive medicine. 

Dr. Hobby was executive president of the section on otology in the 
Pan-American Medical Congress, a member of the ninth and tenth Inter- 
national Medical Congresses, attending surgeon to Mercy Hospital in Iowa 
City and examining surgeon for pensions. He was demonstrator in anatomy 
and lecturer on ophthalmology and otology in the medical department of 
the State University of Iowa and was one of the first physicians in Iowa to 
practice this specialty. He was a frequent contributor to medical journals. 

He was married to Miss M. L. Parker of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, on 
June 4, 1874. A son, Dr. Edward EH. Hobby, is living in Palo Alto, 
California. 

Dr. Hobby died at San Diego, California, on July 6, 1924, following 
a long illness. 


LEWIS SCHOOLER, M.D. 
Des Moines 
1848-1928 
President, Des Moines Session, May 16-17-18, 1894 


Dr. Lewis Schooler, the forty-third president, was born March 17, 1848. 
At the age of sixteen he enlisted in the army and took part in several 
major engagements. After the Civil War, he attended Hartsville (Indiana) 
Academy. He taught school for awhile, meanwhile reading law. 

Having decided to enter the medical profession, he read medicine with 
DirssA> J... Banker of Columbus, Indiana, in 1871 and with Dr. J._S. 
Gillette of Iowa Centre, Iowa, in 1872. In the winter of 1874-75 he attended 
a course of lectures at Louisville Medical College. He practiced at 
Sheldahl, Iowa, from March 1875 until October 1879, during which time he 
attended lectures at Kentucky School of Medicine, being graduated in 
June 1878. Then he practiced in Nevada, Iowa, until 1883 when he moved 
to Des Moines, where he resided until his death October 10, 1928, at the 
age of eighty. 

At the meeting of the State Society in 1889 Doctor Schooler presented 
an unusual paper on ‘‘ Perforating Appendicitis,’’? which was the first paper 
under that title given before the Society. 

From 1887 to 1903 he was dean and professor of clinical surgery at the 
Iowa College of Physicians and Surgeons, Des Moines. President of the 
Iowa State Medical Society in 1894, Dr. Schooler was president of Polk 
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County Medical Society in 1888, and the Southwestern Obstetrical and 
Gynaecolgical Association in 1894. He was also a member of the Central 
District, Missouri Valley and American Medical Associations. From 1889- 
93 he served on the United States Pension Board and from 1891-92 was 
‘advisor to the State Board of Health, Des Moines. 

He was married on May 31, 1876 to Miss Alice J. Hoskins of Story 
County, Iowa. They had five children. 

A specialist in surgery, Dr. Schooler frequently contributed articles to 
medical journals and the programs of the State Society. He enjoyed the 
reputation of demonstrating unusual ability as a medical witness. 


ARTHUR L. WRIGHT, M.D: 
Carroll 
1851-1913 
President, Creston Session, April 17-18-19, 1895 

The forty-fourth president, Dr. Arthur L. Wright, was born in Madison, 
Wisconsin, on January 17, 1851. He attended the local schools and the 
University of Wisconsin for two years. He was graduated from Rush 
Medical College in February 1874, locating in Carroll in June of that 
year. 

He served as president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1895 and 
of almost all other medical organizations to which he belonged, including 
the American Association of Railway Surgeons, the Missouri Valley Medical 
Association, Northwestern Association of Railway Surgeons and the Central 
District Medical Association. He served two terms as a member of the 
board of trustees of the American Medical Association and was elected 
fourth vice president at the Los Angeles meeting in 1911. He was a 
frequent speaker at medical meetings and had one of the finest professional 
libraries in the state. He served in the Spanish-American War as a surgeon 
with the rank of major. 

He was married to Miss Jessie Soule in 1878 who died in 1884 and a 
second time to Miss Addie Hoover. 

He died of intestinal obstruction while visiting in Paris, France, on 
July 19, 1913. 


DAVID STURGIS FAIRCHILD, M.D. 
Clinton 
1847-1930 
President, Des Moines Session, April 15-16-17, 1896 

The forty-fifth president, Dr. David Sturgis Fairchild, was born at 
Fairfield, Vermont, September 16, 1847, and was educated at the academies 
at Franklin and Barre. In 1865 he began his medical education with Dr. 
J. O. Cramton of Fairfield and from 1866 to 1868 attended the medical 
department of the University of Michigan. He entered Albany Medical 
College in September 1868 and was graduated in December. 

He first practiced at High Forrest, Minnesota, where, influenced by Dr. 
W. W. Mayo of Rochester, he joined the Minnesota State and Olmsted 
County Medical Societies. While there, in 1870, he married Miss Wilhelmina 
C. Tattersall. 

Dr. Fairchild moved to Ames in July 1872, in 1873 helped organize the 
Story Medical Society and was its first president. He served on the first 
board of censors and twice as president of the Central District Medical 
Association, which he assisted in organizing in June 1874. In 1876 he was 
delegate to the International Medical Congress in Philadelphia. He was 
physician to the Iowa Agricultural College at Ames from 1877 to 1879 when 
he was made professor of physiology in the Veterinary Medical School 
of the College. He served until 1893 when he moved to Clinton. In 1881 
he became professor of pathology in the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
at Des Moines, becoming professor of surgery in 1892 and dean in 1903 
when it had become the College of Medicine of Drake University. 
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He was consulting surgeon for four railroads and served at various times 
as president of the organizations to which he belonged, the Iowa State 
Medical Society in 1896, Iowa State Association of Railway Surgeons in 
1896, American Academy of Railway Surgeons in 1901, American Association 
of Railway Surgeons in 1914 and the Western Surgical Association in 
1898. He was a charter member of the American College of Surgeons in 
1913 and took a prominent part in organizing the Towa Academy of 
Sciences in 1886. He was delegate to the American Medical Association 
twenty-three times, served on various important committees and was first 
vice-president in 1914. He was associate editor of the Iowa State Reporter 
from 1884 to 1888 and editor of the Journal of the Iowa State Medical 
Society from 1911 to 1928. Upon his retirement the September 1928 issue 
was dedicated to him as an acknowledgement of his exceptional service 
to the State Society. 

In the above ‘Fairchild Number’’ of the Jowrnal appeared an apprecia- 
tion by Dr. William J. Mayo, which closed with the following paragraph: 
‘Dr. Fairchild has held the highest office within the gift of his State 
Medical Society, and has been first vice-president of the American Medical 
Association. His counsel has been sought in all those affairs which. have 
marked the gradual advance of the medical profession. Loyal to his 
principles, loyal to the medical profession, loyal to his friends, show me a 
man who has lived with higher ideals than Dr. Fairchild or given of himself 
more freely to his beloved profession. ’’ 

He contributed distinctly to the history of Iowa medicine. In 1912 he 
published the History of Iowa Medicine from the beginning to 1876, and 
in 1923 he published his well-known volume on The History of Lowa 
Medicine, which will always be a valuable reference particularly of the 
pioneer doctor and the development of early medicine in Iowa. As the 
Nestor of Iowa medical history he achieved his most enduring monumet. 

He died on March 22, 1930 at Clinton, at the age of eighty-three years. 


JOHN CLINTON SHRADER, M.D. 
Iowa City 
1830-1906 
President, Marshalltown Session, May 19-20-21, 1897 

The forty-sixth president, Dr. John Clinton Shrader, was born April 24, 
1830, in Washington County, Ohio, and attended the Marietta (Ohio) 
Academy. In 1855 he settled on a farm in Linn County, Iowa. After helping 
to organize Western College, he became one of the professors until the 
Civil War. He entered the army as a captain and was mustered out as 
surgeon major. 

He was graduated from the Keokuk College of Physicians and Surgeons 
in 1865 and from the Long Island College Hospital in 1870. Western 
College, in 1877, granted him honorary degrees of M.A. and LL.D. 

Dr. Shrader was a member of the first faculty of the medical department 
of the State University of Iowa as professor of obstetrics and diseases of 
women and children. He served in this chair until 1898 and as dean, 
after the death of Dr. W. F. Peck, from 1891 to 1894. He was a pioneer 
in surgery of the pelvic organs and gained a wide reputation in his specialty. 

He served two terms in the State Senate at the time the State Board 
of Health was being organized and its laws were being passed. Later he 
was a member and president of the State Board of Health and Medical 
Examiners from 1887 to 1902. He was very active in the organization of 
the Iowa Public Health Association. He was president of the Towa State 
Medical Society in 1897. He was a member of the Johnson and Poweshiek 
Counties, Iowa and Illinois Central District, Eastern Iowa District, the 
American Medical Associations and the National Association of Railway 
Surgeons. He served as vice-president-at-large of the International Congress 
for Prevention of Tuberculosis and as surgeon for the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids and Northern Railroad, 
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He was married in January 1852 to Miss Lydia P. Evans. After her 
death he married Miss Margaret A. Carter of Iowa City in September 
1872. He died October 30, 1907. 


EDWARD HORNIBROOK, M.D. 
Cherokee 
1838-1924 . 
President, Des Moines Session, May 19-20-21, 1898 


~The forty-seventh president, Dr. Edward Hornibrook, was born in the 
Province of Ontario, Canada, on October 29, 1838, and was educated in the 
public schools there. He taught school to pay for his education at the 
University of Toronto and the medical department of the University of 
Victoria, from which he was graduated in 1861. For eighteen years he 
practiced medicine at Mitchell, Ontario, being an active member of the 
medical associations of Canada and Ontario, to which he contributed many 
articles. 

Dr. Hornibrook came to Iowa in 1879 because of poor health. He settled 
in Cherokee and resumed the practice of medicine in 1880, continuing until 
his-death at the age of eighty-six on June 30, 1924. 

After becoming a member of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1888, 
Dr. Hornibrook was very active in Society affairs, serving on most of the 
important committees, as chairman of several sections, as vice president, 
and finally as president in 1898. He also served as president of the Sioux 
Valley Medical Society and the Cherokee County Medical Society, which he 
helped organize. He contributed frequently to medical journals, some of 
his papers attracting wide attention. 

From 1891 until 1896. he was consulting gynecologist, trustee and 
president of the board of the State Hospital for the Insane at Independence 
and was largely responsible for the securing of the fourth hospital for 
the insane at Cherokee. For several years he was professor of gynecology 
and was on the faculty in the Sioux City College of Medicine. 


HENRY BYRD YOUNG, M.D. 
Burlington 
1851-1934 
President, Burlington Session, May 17-18-19, 1899 


The forty-eighth president, Dr. Henry Byrd Young, was born March 20, 
1851, at Monmouth, Illinois. He was graduated from Chicago Medical 
College in 1875, having been appointed in his senior year house surgeon of 
Merey Hospital, Chicago, in recognition of his superior work. He entered 
practice in southern Minnesota, moving to Monmouth, Illinois, after his 
father’s death to take over his practice. In 1876-77 he took postgraduate 
work in Vienna and Edinburgh, being especially interested in Joseph 
Lister’s work in antiseptic surgery. A year later he attended courses at the 
Ophthalmic and Aural Institute of New York City. In December 1879 he 
left Monmouth for Burlington, Iowa, where he engaged in practice limited 
to diseases of the eye and ear, the first physician in Iowa to so limit 
his practice. 

In October 1881 Dr. Young inaugurated the courses in opthalmology and 
otology at the Keokuk College of Physicians and Surgeons, continuing the 
lectureship until March 1885. He was a member of the staff of the St. 
Francis, Burlington and Merey Hospitals since they were organized and 
was senior ophthalmologist in the medical service of the Chicago, Burlington 
and. Quincy Railroad. 

He joined the Iowa State Medical Society in 1880, of which he was 
president: in 1899. At the time of the reorganization in 1904 he withdrew 
entirely from organized medicine, not being in sympathy with the purpose 
of reorganization promulgated by the American Medical Association. After 
twenty years he rejoined the county society and affiliated with the state 
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and national associations. He was three times president of the Des Moines — 


County Medical Society, an honorary member of the Chicago Ophthalmological 
Society and a life member of the American Academy of Ophthalmology and 
Otolaryngology. He was a frequent contributor to the section of ophthalmol- 
ogy and otolaryngology of the State Society and to medical literature. He 
was the author of priority monographs on autointoxication, amblyopia, the 
sociologic aspect of profound deafness, visual requirements of engine men 
and numerous other subjects. He was also greatly imterested in medical 
history. 
Dr. Young died December 10, 1934, at the age of eighty-three years. 


THOMAS JEFFERSON MAXWELL, M.D. 
Keokuk 
1837-1905 
President, Des Moines Session, May 16-17-18-19, 1900 


The forty-ninth president, Dr. Thomas Jefferson Maxwell, was born in 
New Athens, Ohio, on March 6, 1837, coming to Crawfordsville, Iowa, with 
his parents in the spring of 1844. He was educated in the public schools 
and at Crawfordsville Academy and began the study of medicine with Dr. 
Joseph D. Miles (a progressive physician of that town). Dr. Maxwell was 
graduated in February 1861 from the medical department of the State 
University of Iowa, then located at Keokuk. 

After practicing a few months Dr. Maxwell entered the army, returning 
to Iowa in 1866 with the rank of major. After practicing in Washington, 
Iowa, Olena and Biggsville, Illinois, and Gate City, Towa, for fourteen 
years, he settled permanently in Keokuk, limiting his practice to surgery. 

In 1885 he was made a member of the faculty of the Keokuk College 
of Physicians and Surgeons and, when the Keokuk Medical College was 
organized in 1890, he became professor of surgery, which position he 
held until 1904 when ill health forced his retirement. He died on August 2, 
1905. 

He assisted in establishing St. Joseph’s Hospital, Keokuk, in 1885. Dr. 
Maxwell joined the Iowa State Medical Society in 1884 and was president 
in 1900, having served also as president of the Keokuk City Medical 
Society. He was a charter member and president of Lee County Medical 
Society. 

Dr. Maxwell promulgated a method of treatment for intracapsular 
fractures of the femur, which consisted of extension and counterextension. 
This treatment was widely known in the surrounding territory, becoming 
obsolete after x-ray became available. 


ROBERT EMMETT CONNIFF, M.D. 
Sioux City 
1858-1921 
President, Davenport Session, May 15-16-17, 1901 


The fiftieth president, Dr. Robert Emmett Conniff, was born in Houston, 
Minnesota, on April 20, 1858, moving to Iowa when he was ten years old 
where he was reared on a farm east of Morningside. He was graduated 
from the medical department of the University of Iowa in 1884 and began 
to practice in Sioux City with Dr. George W. Beggs. From 1904 to 1918 he 
was in partnership with Dr. 8. E. Sibley. His education also included 
postgraduate courses at New York City University and at the University 
of Edinburgh in Scotland. 

He was president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1901. He was 
named first vice president at the meeting July 27, 1905, at which the 
Iowa Association for the Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis was formed. 
He was a member of the Sioux City board of education for six years and 
of the Iowa State Board of Health from 1893 to 1906, during part of 
which time he served as president. During World War I Dr. Conniff served 
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six months with the army as a member of the medical examining board 
at Camp Logan, Texas. 

In September 1886 he was married to Miss Christine Schlawig. They had 
two children, one of whom, a son, died in infancy, 

Dr. Conniff practiced in Sioux City until the winter of 1920-21, when 


his health began to fail rapidly, having contracted influenza during the 


nationwide epidemic in the winter of 1918-19, from which he never fully 
recovered. He died in 1921. 


JAMES RENWICK GUTHRIE, M.D. 
Dubuque 
1858-1930 
President, Des Moines Session, May 21-22-23, 1902 


The fifty-first president, Dr. James Renwick Guthrie, was born .on a 
farm at Sand Springs, Iowa, on July 22, 1858. He was granted his B.Sc. 
degree from Lenox College in June 1878 and later his M.A. Dr. Guthrie 
was graduated from the medical department of the State University of 
Jowa in March 1884, having been honored by being chosen class orator. 
After a postgraduate course in New York City he located in Dubuque, 
where he was in practice forty-six years until his death on March 13, 1930. 

In June 1889 he was made professor of physiology and histology at 
the College of Medicine, State University of Iowa, and in 1893, assistant 
professor of obstetrics and gynecology in addition. In 1898 he assumed. full 
charge of the latter department. From 1912 to 1915 Dr. Guthrie was dean of 
the faculty, after which he was made dean and professor emeritus. 

He was active in the Association of American Medical Colleges, of which 
he was president in 1903-04. He joined the Iowa State Medical Society in 
1887 and served as president in 1902. He also served. as a member of the 
judicial council of the American Medical Association for a number of 
years. He was a frequent contributor to medical literature. He was a 
medical orator and in great demand as a public speaker. A year before 
his death the Dubuque County Medical Society honored him with a 
Testimonial Dinner and presented him with a silver loving cup. 

He married April 20, 1893, to Miss Harriet Dowdell. They had one 
daughter. 


JAMES TAGGART PRIESTLEY, M.D. 
Des Moines 
1852-1925 
President, Sioux City Session, April 15-16-17, 1903 


The fifty-second president, Dr. James Taggart Priestley, was born 
July 19, 1852, at Northumberland, Pennsylvania, a great great grand- 
son of Dr. Joseph Priestley, the discover of oxygen. He was educated at 
Lewisburg and Tuscorora Academies, Pennsylvania, and at Antioch College, 
Ohio. He began to study medicine with his uncle, Dr. Joseph T. Priestley 
and Dr. William F. Jenks of Northumberland, Pennsylvania. In March 
1872 Dr. Priestley was graduated from the University of Pennsylvania and 
practiced in Northumberland until coming to Des Moines in 1874. 

He served as president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1903; 
Dr. Priestley was also active in the American Medical Association, being 
secretary of the section on the practice of medicine 1896-97. As a member 
of the Board of Trustees from 1894 to 1900, he was instrumental in 
framing the articles of incorporation under its present plan of organization. 
Dr. Priestley developed the medical service of life insurance companies and 
held certificate number nine issued by the Iowa State Board of Medical 
Examiners. He was for many years medical director of the Royal Union Life 
Insurance Company. He was honored by a ‘‘Festschrift’’ number of the 
Journal of the Iowa State Medical Society on October 15, 1915, recognizing 
his forty years of practice. During the Spanish-American War he was surgeon 
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general of the Iowa National Guard with the rank of colonel. 

He was a member of the Polk County Medical Society, of which he 
was president in 1881, the International Medical Congress, Capitol City 
District Medical Association and the Des Moines Academy of Medicine. He 
was a member of the attending staffs of Mercy, Iowa Methodist and Iowa 
Lutheran Hospitals, Des Moines, and a member of the first staff of 
Cottage Hospital, Des Moines, when it was organized in 1876. Dr. Priestley 
was recognized as one of the leading consulting physicians of his period. He 
had one of the widest acquaintances among the prominent medical men of 
his time. When Doctor Bierring called on Sir William Osler at Oxford, 
England in July 1919 his first question was, ‘‘ How is my old friend Priestley???’ 
He was also a great world traveler, and thus was familiar with medical 
conditions in other countries. 

He was married, April 30, 1874, to Miss Clara M. Simpson of Selins Grove, 
Pennsylvania. One of their two sons was Dr. Crayke 8. Priestley, a leader 
in Des Moines who died in 1904, and two grandson are Dr. Joseph B. 
Priestley of Des Moines and Dr. James Taggart Priestley IT of the Mayo 
Clinic, Rochester, Minn. 

Death came to Dr. Priestley on December 11, 1925 as the result of 
chronic heart disease. ; 


JOSEPH AUGUSTUS SCROGGS, M.D. 
Keokuk 
| 1848-1910 
President, Des Moines Session, May 19-20-21, 1904 

The fifty-third president, Dr. Joseph Augustus Scroggs, was born 
September 17, 1848, at Beaver County, Pennsylvania, coming to Louisa 
County, Iowa, in 1856. He was graduated from Rush Medical College in 
1874 and in 1875 became professor of obstetrics and the diseases of 
women in the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk, continuing 
in this capacity in the Keokuk Medical College from 1890 to 1908. He 
served as secretary of both colleges when on their staffs and as vice 
president of Keokuk Medical College. He was lecturer in obstetrics in the 
St. Joseph’s Hospital School of Nurses, Keokuk. He was a member of the 
Iowa State Board of Health and Medical Examiners from 1894 to 1901, of 
which he served one term as president. 

As president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1904, Dr. Scroggs 
had a difficult task in the matter of reorganization and_ successfully 
carried the Society through that period. He was a member also of the 
Lee County Medical Society and the American Medical Association. He was 
medical examiner for the New York Equitable and Mutual Life Insurance 
Companies, and medical advisor to the Provident Life and Savings 
Association. He was a surgeon for two railways. 

Dr. Seroggs died in Keokuk August 23, 1910. 


DAVID CRAWFORD BROCKMAN, M.D. 
Ottumwa 
1853-1925 
President, Des Moines Session, May 17-18-19, 1905 


The fifty-fourth president, Dr. David Crawford Brockman, was born in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on September 15, 1853, moving in 1855 with his family 
to a farm near Shellsburg, where he attended a county district school. He 
was educated at Blairstown Academy and Cornell College and was graduated 
from the medical department of the University of Iowa in March 1878. He 
practiced in Marengo until February 1892, when he moved to Ottumwa. 
There he practiced general medicine and surgery until 1905 when he limited 
his practice to surgery and consultation. 

While located at Marengo he was pension examining surgeon from 1884 
to 1892, Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railway surgeon from 1879 to 
1892, and adjunct to the chair of obstetrics and gynecology at the medical 
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department of the University of Iowa from 1888 to 1892. He took a 
postgraduate course in 1890 in New York City. 

At Ottumwa he became president of the Wapello County Medical Society 
in 1895, president of the Tri-State Medical Society in 1896, president of 
the Iowa State Medical Society in 1905 and president of the Iowa Railway — 
Surgeons’ Association in 1906. He was also a member of the Western 
Surgical Association, the Co-District Medical Society and a Fellow of the 
American College of Surgeons. Dr. Brockman was the author of over one 
hundred articles on general surgery and medicine. 

He was married November 5, 1879, to Miss Sarah A. Mallory, to which 
union five children were born, and February 2, 1910, to Miss Lucy N. 
Warren. 

Dr. Brockman died in Ottumwa, August 21, 1925, of angina pectoris, at 
seventy-two years of age. 


WILLIAM JEPSON, M.D. 
Sioux City 
1863-1945 
President, Des Moines Session, May 16-17-18, 1906 


The fifty-fifth president, Dr. William Jepson, was born June 29, 1863, 
in Aarhus, Denmark, coming to Wayne County, Iowa, with his parents 
when three years of age. He was educated in the public schools at Seymour 
and at Northwest College in Sioux City. He was graduated, from the 
medical department of the University of Iowa in 1886. He practiced in 
Oakland, Nebraska, for six months before locating at Sioux City, where he 
practiced until his death on November 30, 1945. 

Dr. Jepson attended in 1890 the Jefferson Medical College and the 
University of Pennsylvania, being granted a medical degree from both 
institutions in June 1891. 

In 1897, after taking a six month’s course at Edinburgh University, 
Scotland, Dr. Jepson took the examination of the Triple Qualification 
Board of Scotland, which granted him the degrees of Licentiate Royal 
College of Physicians, Member Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, 
and Licentiate Royal Faculty of Medicine of Glasgow, and also placed 
him on the British Registry for practice. While there, he attended the 
twelfth International Medical Congress at Moscow, Russia. 

He helped organize the Sioux City Medical College in 1887, serving 
as professor of surgery until 1902. From 1902 until 1913 Dr. Jepson held 
the chair of surgery in the College of Medicine at the University of 
Iowa, but retaining his private practice in Sioux City. He was also a 
member of the medical faculty of the University of South Dakota for a 
number of years, during which time he completed the requirements for the 
degree of bachelor of science. He was active in establishing St. Joseph 
Hospital, Sioux City, and served as attending surgeon. 

Dr. Jepson was elected to membership in two honor societies, Sigma 
Xi and Alpha Omega Alpha. At the time of his death he was the oldest 
living member of the Western Surgical Association and past president 
of the Iowa State Medical Society, having served in 1906. He was a 
fellow of the American College of Surgeons and the International College 
of Surgeons and a diplomate of the American Board of Surgery. 

Dr. Jepson also served as secretary and chairman of the Iowa State 
Board of Medical Examiners, chairman of the Iowa Cancer Committee, and 
president of the Bethesda Home for Crippled Children. During World War 
I he served as a surgeon with the rank of major. He was the author of 
numerous medical articles. 

He married, the second time, Miss Marie 8. Ohge, in 1917, having four 
children by his first marriage, one son being a physician now practicing 
in California. He died at Sioux City, November 30, 1945, at the age of 
eighty-two years. 
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ELBERT WARREN CLARK, M.D. 
Grinnell 
1842-1910 
President, Cedar Rapids Session, May 15-16-17, 1907 

The fifty-sixth president, Dr. Elbert Warren Clark, was born in Vermont 
in February 1842, coming to Illinois with his parents when he was twelve 
years old. He was educated in the county district schools and Kewanee 
High School. In February 1871 he was graduated from Rush Medical 
College and located in Grinnell, Iowa, where he practiced until his death 
on February 16, 1910. 

Active in public affairs, Dr. Clark served four times as mayor of 
Grinnell, five times as a member of the city council, six years as president 
of the school board, and was a trustee of Grinnell College and the Stewart 
Public Library. A Republican, Dr. Clark served a term in both the State 
House and Senate. Soon after locating in Grinnell, he became surgeon of 
the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railways and the Iowa Central 
Railroad. He was respected as a surgeon and consultant. Dr. Clark served 
as president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1907, presiding at the 
Cedar Rapids Session. 


WALTER LAWRENCE BIERRING, M.D. 
Des Moines 
1868- 
President, Des Moines Session, May 20-21, 1908 


The fifty-seventh president, Dr. Walter Lawrence Bierring, in recent 
years often referred to the ‘‘Dean of the Iowa Medical Profession, ’’ 
was born of Danish parentage in Davenport, Iowa, July 15, 1868. His 
early education was obtained in public, private and high schools of his 
native city. He entered the medical department of the State University in 
September 1889 and was granted the degree of Doctor of Medicine in 
March .1892. Soon after graduation he sailed for Europe to begin two 
years, postgraduate studies at the Universities of Heidelberg and Vienna. 
In April 1892 he was advised of his appointment as professor of path- 
ology and bacteriology at his alma mater, effective in September 1893, 
which shortened his European studies. After teaching one school year, he 
entered the Pasteur Institute, Paris, in April 1894, remaining until 
September. During the following winter 1894-95 he prepared the first 
diphtheria antitoxin produced in the United States west of New York 
City, reported at the Creston meeting in 1895. Following the close of the 
medical school term in the years 1895-1900 he conducted the Pasteur course 
in practical bacteriology from four to six weeks each. 

In 1896 he spent six months in graduate study in European medical 
centers, and in 1901 after the destruction of the medical building March 
10 he was directed to go to Europe to obtain plans for the new medical 
laboratory buildings to be constructed and to purchase the necessary 
equipment and anatomical specimens for a new pathological museum. In 
1903 after the resignation of Dr. Lawrence W. Littig he became professor 
of theory and practice of medicine. In 1910 he was elected to assume the 
chair of medicine at Drake University School of Medicine, Des Moines, 
continuing until the school was merged with the State University of 
Medicine at Iowa City. Dr. Bierring remained in Des Moines to continue 
a consultation practice in internal medicine. 

Following the reorganization of the State Board of Health and Medical 
Examiners in 1913, Dr. Bierring was appointed a member for a term of 
seven years and president of the board during that period. In 1915 he 
became secretary-editor of the Federation of State Medical Boards of 
the United States and has served continuously ever since. 

In 1916 he became a member of the National Board of Medical Examiners, 
serving until 1945, being president from 1928 to 1930. Dr. Bierring served 
as contract surgeon in World War I and as a member of special examining 
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boards of heart and lung diseases at Fort Des Moines, Camp Dodge, 
Fort Riley and Fort Oglethorpe. 

In the spring of 1919 he became a member of a commission to study 
medical education in Great Britain and France, the other members being 
Colonel Victor C. Vaughn and Colonel Louis A. LaGarde, M.D., U. S. A. 
During the following year he conducted a British and French Commission 
of leading medical educators to visit the principal medical schools and 
teaching hospitals in this country. 

In December 1921 he was advised of his election as Honorary Member 
of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh ‘‘for distinguished 
services in promoting reciprocity between Great Britain and the United 
States in matters of medical education.’’ He received the certificate of 
membership from the President, Sir Robert Philip, in Edinburgh in July 
1922. From 1927 to 1932 he served on the Commission of Medical Education 
sponsored by the Association of American Medical Colleges and American 
Medical Asociation, of which President Lawrence Lowell of Harvard 
University was chairman. 

In the American Medical Association he was a member of the House of 
Delegates almost continuously from 1903 to 1925, chairman of the section 
on pathology and physiology in 1907 and chairman of the section on 
practice of medicine in 1918. He was elected president-elect at the Milwaukee 
Session in 1933 and served. as president at Cleveland in 1934. 

In the State Society he was chairman of the section on medicine in 
1902. After the reorganization in 1902, he served as councilor of the 
Second District for six years; in 1906 he was first vice president, and 
in 1907 at the Cedar Rapids meeting he was elected president and presided 
at the Des Moines Session in 1908. At present he is chairman of the 
Historical Committee. 

He served as president of the Johnson County Medical Society in 1904 
and of Polk County Medical Society in 1912. 

In the Centennial volume of the American Medical Association in 1947 
he contributed the chapter on the presidents of the association. He was 
a member of the Board of Regents of the American College of Physicians 
from 1930 to 1939. 

In 1933 he was appointed State Commissioner of Health by Governor 
Clyde L. Herring, and since then his professional activities have been 
largely devoted to public health service. He began his fifth term of four 
years by appointment of Governor William L. Beardsley July 1, 1949. 

Dr. Bierring was one of the original members of the American Board of 
Internal Medicine when it was organized in 1936, serving as chairman 
from 1936 to 1939. He was also instrumental in organizing the American 
Board of Preventive Medicine and Puble Health in 1949 and is now 
serving as chairman. He holds certificate number one from both specialty 
boards. 

Dr. Bierring is professor emeritus of the theory and practice of medicine, 
College of Medicine, State University of Iowa. 

His writings have been extensive, particularly in the fields of pathology, 
internal medicine, public health and medical education. He is a member 
of Phi Beta Kappa and, since 1924, national president of Alpha Omega 
Alpha, honor medical society. 

Dr. Bierring was married April 14, 1896, to Miss Sadie Byrnes of 
Wolcott, Lowa. His wife died in March 1943. He has two married daughters. 

Dr. Bierring is the oldest living past president of the State Society, 
forty-two years after serving in 1908. : 


CHARLES FREDERICK WAHRER, M.D. 
Fort Madison 
1850-1922 
President, Dubuque Session, May 19-20-21, 1909 
The fifty-eighth president, Dr. Charles Frederick Wahrer, was born 
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July 19, 1850, in Baden, Germany; he came to the United States with 
his parents in 1852, settling on a farm near Keokuk. He was graduated 
in 1875 from Whittier College, Salem, and was professor of mathematics 
there until he entered Keokuk Medical College, from which he was 
graduated in 1887. 

For six years he practiced at Mount Hamill, moving to Fort Madison 
in 1893. In 1898 he was professor of materia medica and therapeutics at 
Keokuk Medical College and in 1899 professor of medical practice and 
president of the Alumni Association. 

Dr. Wahrer was president of the Southeastern Iowa Medical Society in 
1904, of the Tri-State Medical Society in 1906 and of the Iowa State 
Medical Society in 1909. He served one year each as vice chairman and 
chairman of the scientific section on diseases of children of the American 
Medical Association. 

Dr. Wahrer was a student of Iowa medical history and contributed several 
interesting articles on early medicine in eastern lowa. He was a pleasing 
and forceful speaker and took a militant part in the campaign for better 
education of the public regarding quackery, nostrums and food adulteration. 
He was married to Miss Sarah McCracken in 1857. Two of their three 
children became physicians. 

Dr. Wahrer died on November 19, 1922. 


GEORGE EVANS CRAWFORD, M.D. 
Cedar Rapids 
1849-1930 
President, Des Moines Session, May 18-19-20, 1910 

The fifty-ninth president, Dr. George Evans Crawford, was born in 
Mount Vernon, Ohio, on August 22, 1849. At four years of age he moved 
with his parents to a farm near Marion, Iowa, where he was educated 
augethe wlocal schools, He spent-three years in the office of Dr. H. W. 
Sigworth and entered the College of Medicine at the University of Iowa 
in 1873, transferring to Bellevue Hospital Medical College the next year, 
from which he was graduated in 1875. 

He began practicing in Waubeek, Iowa, moving to Cedar Rapids in 1881, 
where he continued in practice until his death on March 27, 1930. He 
was twice president of the Linn County Medical Society and president of 
the Iowa State Medical Society in 1910. 

Dr. Crawford devoted much attention to the field) of insurance medicine 
and was three times president of the Iowa Medical Directors Association, 
and once of the medical section of the American Life Convention. He was 
one of the founders of the Cedar Rapids Life Insurance Company and served 
as medical director until the time of his last illness. He was one of a 
committee of seven from the American Life Convention which was instru- 
mental in perfecting the consolidation of medical information gathered by 
all the member insurance companies, an achievement which is regarded as 
one of the most progressive steps in the life insurance business. 

He was interested in philosophy and helped organize the Cedar Rapids 
Philosophy Club. In recognition of his studies in this field, he was. granted 
the Doctor of Philosophy degree by Coe College a few years before his 
death. 

He was married to Miss Julia Benest in 1870. They had three children. 
Two sons became physicians; his oldest son Dr. J. Lynn Crawford died in 
1930; his other son Dr. Jennings P. Crawford is living and practicing at 
Cedar Rapids. 


MATTHEW NELSON VOLDENG, M.D. 
Cherokee 
; 1863-1934 
President, Des Moines Session, May 17-18-19, 1911 
The sixtieth president, Dr. Matthew Nelson Voldeng, was born on January 
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21, 1863, on a farm near Decorah, Iowa, where in 1883 he was graduated. 
from Luther College, one of his classmates being Dr. Ludvig Hektoen of 
Chicago. He began the study of medicine with Dr. E. P. Murdock of Chicago 
and received his degree of Doctor of Medicine from the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Chicago in May 1887. 

One year later Dr. Voldeng was appointed assistant physician at the 
Independence State Hospital, serving until 1895 when he began two years’ 
postgraduate study at Berlin, Paris and London. When he returned from 
Europe in 1897, he located in Des Moines and was appointed professor of 
pathology in the Drake University School of Medicine, being transferred 
the next year to the chair of neuropsychiatry. In 1902 he was appointed 
the first superintendent of the new State hospital at Cherokee and in 
March 1915 became the first superintendent of the State Hospital Colony 
for Epileptics at Woodward, where he served until his death on October 
21, 1934. 

Dr. Voldeng’s address as president of the Iowa State Medical Society 
in 1911 expressed farsighted vision regarding the development of education, 
licensure and the future standards of medical practice. For a number of 
years, Dr. Voldeng represented the Iowa State Medical Society in the 
House of Delegates of the American Medical Association. He was also a 
eharter member of the Des Moines Pathological Society and) member of the 
American Academy of Medicine, American Medico-Psychological Association, 
New Sydenham Society, London, England, Cedar Valley Medical Society, 
Buchanan County Medical Society, Missouri Valley Medical Society, 
American Association of Alienists and Neurologists, and the Cherokee 
County Medical Society. He was a trustee and member of the executive 
committee of Buena Vista College, which granted him an honorary LL.D. 
degree in 1914. He also served as medical examiner for a number of life and 
accident insurance companies. He was the author of numerous articles and 
papers on nervous and mental diseases. 

He was married September 19, 1895, to Miss Sadie Weir Rosemond of 
Independence. One of their two sons became a physician, Dr. Karl E. 
Voldeng, in practice at Wellington, Kansas. 


LAWRENCE WILLIAM LITTIG, M.D. 
Davenport 
1858-1918 
President, Burlington Session, May 8-9-10, 1912 


The sixty-first president, Dr. Lawrence William Littig, was born July 
20, 1858, in Davenport, Iowa, where he attended the public schools. Having 
obtained his B.A. and M.A. degrees at St. Vincent’s College of Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, he entered the medical course at the University of 
Towa in 1880, being graduated in 1883. The following year he was graduated 
from the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania, and, 
successful in a strong competitive examination, he became resident physician 
of the Philadelphia Blockley Hospital. Following his service there, he 
returned to Davenport, where he was at once elected county physician. At 
the end of nine months, however, he resigned and went to Europe where 
he spent two and one-half years in the hospitals of Vienna, Berlin, London 
and Paris. During this period, in 1887, Dr. Littig became a member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of London by examination. Subsequently, Dr. 
Littig made three visits to European medical centers. 

Returning to Iowa, Dr. Littig accepted the chair of anatomy at the 
University of Iowa and in 1891 was transferred to the chair of theory 
and practice of medicine, which position he held until his retirement from 
the faculty in 1903. He was also assistant to the chair of surgery from 
1892 to 1902 and for many years director as well as staff member of the 
University Hospital. He was the first medical teacher at the University 
who had had extensive postgraduate training in Europe under the tutelage 
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of their great men, such as Billroth, Virchow, Koch and Pasteur. His 
stimulating influence on his students, many of whom later became teachers 
at the school, marked a new era in the medical life of the University. 

For the teaching of anatomy, he brought with him an unusually large 
collection of specimens especially prepared for demonstation purposes, many 
of which were distinctly new. He also brought the first oil immersion Jens 
into Iowa and was the first to use the centrifuge and stomach tube. He 
introduced chemical and microscopic examinations of secretions, excretions 
and exudates for clinical diagnosis. In the teaching of internal medicine he 
introduced the methods peculiar to the European medical schools which 
emphasized the important role of diagnosis in clinical medicine. The dis- 
tinctive feature of his teaching was the development of the demonstrative 
method both in the laboratory and clinical branches. He encouraged and 
stimulated practical laboratory training and the bedside teaching which has 
now become universally adopted. He was entirely responsible for the 
establishment of separate departments of pathology and physiologic chemistry 
at a time when only a limited number of the leading medical schools in the 
country had taken this step. He took a special course in bacteriology at the 
Pasteur Institute in Paris, inducing Dr. W. L. Bierring to follow his 
example a year later, who, with his help, established a systematic and 
practical course in bacteriology at the University. 

His address as president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1912 was 
published in full in the Journal of the American Medical Association 
because of its advanced thought on medical education, hospital standards 
and medical practice. For nearly thirty years he was either local or district 
surgeon of the Iowa division of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific 
Railroad and attending surgeon of Mercy and St. Luke’s Hospitals in 
Davenport. He was also a member of the Scott County Medical Society, 
of which he was secretary, the Johnson County Medical Society, (president 
1910), the American Association of Railway Surgeons, of which he was 
president in 1916, past president of the Western Surgical Association, the 
Mississippi and Missouri Valley Medical Associations, the Iowa and Illinois 
District Medical Association, Chicago Medical Society, the Davenport 
Pathological Club and others. From time to time he also held positions on 
important committees of the American Medical Association, including the 
chairmanship of the section on hospitals. 

He was married June 4, 1895, to Miss Amy Duckett of Utica, New 
York. They had five children, two daughters and three sons, of whom four 
became physicians: Dr. Amy Louise, Iowa City (not in practice); Dr. 
Elmer Henry, Mechanicsville, Iowa; Dr. John Doyle, internist, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan; and Dr. Lawrence V., radiologist, Madison, Wisconsin. 

He died as the result of accidental infection of the face, July 17, 1918 
at the age of sixty years. 


VERNON LAWRENCE TREYNOR, M.D. 
Council Bluffs 
1866-1939 
President, Des Moines Sesion, May 7-8-9, 1913 


The sixty-second president, Dr. Vernon Lawrence Treynor, was born 
September 28, 1866, in Council Bluffs, Iowa, and practiced medicine there 
for forty-eight years after his graduation from the State University of 
Iowa College of Medicine in 1891. 

For many years, Dr. Treynor was a member of the Board of Regents of 
the State University of Iowa. From. 1901 to 1913 he was secretary of 
the Iowa State Medical Society, serving as president in 1913 and on the 
Board of Trustees from 1926 to 1930. He was also one of the organizers 
of the Council Bluffs Clinic, a member of the staff of the Jennie 
Edmundson Hospital, president of the Physicians Casualty Association of 
Mer: Nebraska, and for some time physician and surgeon for three 
railroads. 


IOWA STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY PRESIDENTS 153 


Dr. Treynor took a prominent part in the discussions at the Sioux City 
session of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1903 when the medical reor- 
ganization plan was adopted. As a member of the House of Delegates 
during its early period of trial, Dr. Treynor exerted a profound influence 
towards its general acceptance by the Iowa medical profession. He was a 
member of the House of Delegates of the American Medical Association 
from 1935 until his death on June 12, 1939. 

One son became a physician, Dr. Jack V. Treynor, otolaryngologist, of 
Council Bluffs. 


LEE WALLACE DEAN, M.D. 
Iowa City 
1873-1944 
President, Sioux City Session, May 13-14-15, 1914 

The sixty-third president, Dr. Lee Wallace Dean, was born in Muscatine, 
Towa, on March 28, 1873, the son of a doctor. His two brothers also 
became physicians. He received his B.S. degree from the State University 
of Iowa in 1894 and his M.S. and M.D. degrees in 1896. After a year of 
postgraduate study in Vienna and other European medical centers, Dr. Dean 
returned to his alma mater in 1897 to become instructor in physiology and 
anatomy and clinical assistant in the departments of ophthalmology, otology 
and rhinolarnyngology. In 1903, when he was only thirty years old, he 
was appointed head of department. Upon the retirement of Dean James R. 
Guthrie in 1912, Dr. Dean was named as his successor. It was while he was 
dean that the medical laboratories and the University Hospitals~ were 
erected and equipped. These were completed in 1927, and during this year 
Dr. Dean resigned to become professor and head of otolaryngology at 
Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis and director of 
otolaryngology in the Oscar Johnson Research Institute. 

Dr. Dean was president. of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1914 and at 
various times held the presidency of the.leading societies in his specialty 
—American Laryngological, Rhinological and Otological and the American 
Otological Associations and the American Academy of Ophthalmology and 
Otolaryngology. He was also a fellow of the American College of Surgeons 
and a diplomate of the American Board of Otolaryngology and Ophthalmol- 
ogy. From 1927 to 1944 he served as editor of the Annals of Otology, 
Lhinology and Laryngology. 

He was married in 1904 to Miss Ella May Bailey of Iowa City. Their one 
son, Dr. Lee Wallace Dean, Jr., is a specialist in otolaryngology, Washington 
University Medical School, St. Louis. Dr. Dean died at his home in St. 
Louis on February 8, 1944. ) 


HENRY C. ESCHBACH, M.D. 
Albia 
1856-1927 
President, Waterloo Session, May 12-13-14, 1915 


The sixty-fourth president, Dr. Henry C. Eschbach, was born October 23, 
1856, in Northeumberland County, Pennsylvania, where he attended the 
local schools and worked summers on a farm. He attended the academies 
at Limestonville and Turbotville and the Franklin and Marshall Academy 
at Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He was graduated from the Franklin’ and 
Marshall College in 1880 with his B.A. and from the University of 
Pennsylvania at Philadelphia in April 1883 with his M.D. degree. 

Before coming to Albia in 1888, where he practiced until his death 
on March 25, 1927, Dr. Eschbach practiced in Des Moines for three years 
and in Monroe for two, immediately joining the county societies in each. 
He served as president of the Jasper County and Des Moines Valley 
Medical Societies and of the Monroe County Medical Society, from which 
he was the first delegate to the Iowa State Medical Society in 1904. He 
was made councilor for the sixth district at that meeting and served until 
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he became president of the Society in 1915. He was a fellow of the American 


College of Surgeons and in 1921 was appointed to the Lowa State Board of 
Health, resigning his commission in 1925 after serving four years. 

Dr. Eschbach was married May 12, 1892, to Augusta Mattewson Coe of 
Peterboro, New York. They had three children. 


WILLIAM BOSWELL SMALL, M.D. 
Waterloo 
1862-1939 
President, Davenport Session, May 10-11-12, 1916 


The sixty-fifth president, Dr. William Boswell Small, was born in New 
Bedford, Pennsylvania, on July 9, 1862, moving to a farm near Aledo, 
Ohio, after his father’s death when he was twelve years old. He attended 
the rural schools and Aledo Academy. He began his medical education at 
Miami Medical College, Cincinnati, and completed it at the Chicago Medical 
College, later Northwestern University Medical School, being graduated in 
April 1890. | ; 

He located at Waterloo and after one year, deciding to specialize in eye, 
ear, nose and throat, took postgraduate study at the Hlinois Eye and Ear 
Infirmary, Dr. Prince’s Sanatorium at Jacksonville, Illinois, and the New 
York City Eye and Ear Infirmary. Dr. Small retired in 1926 because of 
impaired health and died October 9, 1939, at the age of seventy-seven 
years. 

Dr. Small was a member of the Iowa State Medical Society for nearly 
fifty years, serving as president in 1916. He was treasurer from 1902 to 
1915, member of the Board of Trustees from 1919 to 1927, and delegate 
to the American Medical Association from 1918 to 1921. A charter member 
of the Blackhawk County Medical Society, Dr. Small filled all offices in 
it. He was an active member of the Austin Flint-Cedar Valley Medical 
Society and the first Waterloo physician to be elected to fellowship in 
the American College of Surgeons. 

He was married to Miss Florence Luella Alyea of Aledo, Illinois, on 
April 30, 1890. 


JOHN FRANCIS HERRICK, M.D. 
Ottumwa 
1864-1933 
President, Des Moines Session, May 9-10-11, 1917 
The sixty-sixth president, Dr. John Francis Herrick, was born near 
Fairfield, Iowa, on February 13, 1864. He was educated in the public 
schools of Jefferson County, at Parsons College and the Keokuk College of 
Physicians and Surgeons. He began practice in Ottumwa in 1891, associated 
with Dr. Jefferson Williamson, who was president of the Iowa State Medical 
Society in 1872. 


Dr. Herrick was a profound reader; selecting a subject, he would read 


all the literature to be had on it, so that when he was through he would 
be an authority on that field. He organized what has become known as the 
Wapello County plan of postgraduate study. For seventeen years he was 
secretary and virtually fixed the policy, generally selecting the subjects 
to be presented by various members of the society. He always contended 
that the county society was a school for the development of its own 
members so that when called upon they would be capable of presenting 
an acceptable program in the larger societies. 

Dr. Herrick appeared frequently on the program for the meetings of 
the Iowa State Medical Society, of which he was president in 1917. He 
was a member of the Board of Trustees from 1926 to 1930. He was a 
fellow of the American College of Surgeons and the American College of 
Radiology and a member of the American Roentgen Ray Society, the 
American Radium Society and the Radiological Society of North America, 
of which he was also chairman of the executive committee. 
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Dr. Herrick served fifteen months in France during World War I. A 
few years after returning from Military Service Dr. Herrick married Miss 
Mary Sullivan of Ottumwa, who died within a few years and Dr. Herrick 
never remarried. 


JOHN NELSON WARREN, M.D. 
Sioux City 
1846-1932 
President, Fort Dodge Session, May 8-9-10, 1918 


The sixty-seventh president, Dr. John Nelson Warren, was born April 
30, 1846, at De Witt, Iowa, where he was educated in the public schools. He 
was graduated from Mount Carroll (Illinois) Seminary and entered Cornell 
College, but in March 1864 he entered the army, serving for one hundred 
days. Following a commercial course, while engaged as a bookkeeper in a 
De Witt bank, he began to study medicine with Dr. A. W. Morgan. He 
took his first course of lectures at the University of Michigan 1869-70 
and was graduated in March 1871 from Miami Medical College in Cin- 
cinnati. After serving in Cincinnati hospitals, he located in De Witt where 
he practiced until 1878 when he moved to Storm Lake. In 1879 when he 
was made surgeon-in-chief of the Sioux City and Northern Railway, he 
moved to their headquarters in Sioux City. 

In 1884 Dr. Warren attended the Post Graduate School of New York 
and afterwards took a special course in abdominal and gynecologic surgery 
from Prof. Dawson of New York. In 1891 he limited his practice to 
surgery. He took further postgraduate training in Vienna, Austria, in 
1905. His son Dr. A. M. Warren was associated with him from 1902-25 
when he moved to Bellingham, Washington. Dr. Warren died February 20, 
1932, at Los Angeles, California. 

Dr. Warren served as president of the State Society in 1918, presiding 
at the Fort Dodge Session. He was a member of the National Association 
of Railroad Surgeons, the State Association of Railroad Surgeons, of which 
he was president in 1894, the Sioux City District, Woodbury County, Sioux 
Valley and Western: Surgical Medical Societies. From 1893 to 1895 he 
served in the chair of orthopedic and railway surgery in the Sioux City 
College of Medicine. He was a fellow of the American College of Surgeons 
and local surgeon for the Great Northern Railway Company. 


MAX ERNEST WITTE, M.D. 
Clarinda 
~ 1859-1933 
President, Des Moines Session, May 7-8-9, 1919 


The sixty-eighth president, Dr. Max Ernest Witte, was born January 31, 
1859, near Berlin, Germany, coming to the United States in 1864. He was 
educated in Galena, Illinois, where he attended Collegiate Preparatory 
School and German Lutheran College. He was graduated from the College 
of Medicine at the University of Iowa in 1881. He became assistant 
physician at the Mount Pleasant State Hospital, serving until 1898 when 
he was made superintendent of the Iowa State Hospital for the Insane 
at Clarinda. He served in this position until his death January 29, 1933. 
From 1905 to 1919 he also was lecturer in mental diseases at the University 
of Lowa. 

President of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1919, Dr. Witte was 
also a member of the Page County Society, the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, the American Psychological Association, Eugenics Research Asso- 
ciation, of which he served as chairman, Tri-State Medical Association and 
Phi Rho Sigma Medical Fraternity. During World War I, he served on the 
medical advisory board of the Council of National Defense for Iowa. Dr. 
Witte contributed many articles to medical literature. 

He was married first to Miss Nevada Randolph of Mount Pleasant, Iowa, 
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on May 21, 1891, and, secondly, to Miss Blanche C. Maharrey of Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. One son, Dr. Max E. Witte, is superintendent of the State 
Mental Hospital at Independence. 


WILLIAM LARNED ALLEN, M.D. 
Davenport 
1858-1930 
President, Des Moines Session, May 12-13-14, 1920 


The sixty-ninth president, Dr. William Larned Allen, was born in 
Davenport June 7, 1858, and was educated at Griswold College and Penn- 
sylvania Military Academy. After his graduation from the medical depart- 
ment- of the University of Iowa in 1881, Dr. Allen spent two years in 
Vienna during what was known as the ‘‘Glanz-periode’’ in postgraduate 
study. He began to practice in Chicago in 1883, and in 1884 he returned to 
Davenport, where he practiced medicine with special attention to surgery 
and gynecology for nearly fifty years. 

Dr. Allen was president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1920, 
having been also president of the Scott County and Iowa and Illinois 
Central District Medical Societies. On several occasions he represented 
the Society in the House of Delegates of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. He was the founder of St. Luke’s Hospital in Davenport in 1895 
and the first president of its medical board, serving from 1895 to 1925. 
He was also secretary of the medical board of Mercy Hospital from 1885 
to 1895 and trustee of the Iowa Christian Home. 

He was the author of numerous articles on gynecology and obstetrics. His 
article, ‘‘A Case of Gastrotomy for Removal of a Hairball from the 
Stomach,’’ which was published in the Journal of the American Medical 
Association, February 1, 1896, reported one of the largest hairball tumors 
on record, being eight and one-half inches in circumference and weighing 
one pound, seven and one-half ounces, and was the first operation of its 
kind in the United States. 

Dr. Allen was of handsome appearance and one of the most cultured 
physicians of his period. He died on May 8, 1930, at the age of seventy- 
two years. 


DONALD MACRAE, JR., M.D. 
Council Bluffs 
1870-1932 
President, Des Moines Session, May 11-12-13, 1921 

The seventieth president, Dr. Donald Macrae, Jr., whose father was 
president of the Society in 1889, was born January 24, 1870, in Council 
Bluffs, Iowa. He attended Lake Forest Academy, Morgan Park Military 
Academy and the State University of Iowa before taking up the study 
of medicine at the University of Michigan, from which he was graduated 
in 1891. In addition to frequent visits to clinics in the United States, he 
made a clinical study abroad, visiting France, Switzerland, Austria, Germany 
and England. 

Dr. Macrae had a fine military record in World War I. After returning 
from Mexican Border service in March 1917, Major Macrae resigned from 
the Iowa National Guard in order to organize a hospital unit. This 
received the name K, comprising twelve medical officers (all from Iowa), 
twenty-one nurses and fifty orderlies, and was the first hospital unit ready 
for service April 1917. It was mobilized at Fort Porter, Buffalo, New 
York, and sailed for France January 1918. At first assigned to Base 
Hospital No. 27, later it was designated as Mobile Hospital No. 1 and 
entered into extensive front line service following Chateau Thierry, Belleau 
Woods, Verdun, St. Mihiel and Argonne battles. At one time he was in 
charge of twenty-eight operating teams. Colonel Macrae was decorated with 
the Croix de Guerre, the Distinguished Service Medal and other awards. He 
also served as assistant surgeon in the Spanish-American War. 
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Dr. Macrae practiced medicine in Council Bluffs in association with his 
father. From 1893 to 1898 he was professor. of anatomy, Omaha Medical 
College, and from 1901 to 1912, professor of clinical surgery at the 
University of Nebraska College of Medicine. From 1905 to 1911 he was 
mayor of Council Bluffs. 

Dr. Macrae was president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1921, 
after having served as president of the Western Surgical Association, the 
Medical Society of the Missouri Valley and the Council Bluffs Medical 
Society. He was a member of the Pottawattamie County and the Tri-State 
Medical Societies and the Iowa Clinical Surgical Society. Active in the 
American Medical Association, Dr. Macrae was a member of the Judicial 
Council from 1927 to 1932 and of the House of Delegates from 1922 to 
1931. A fellow of the American College of Surgeons, he was president of the 
Council Bluffs Clinic and chief of the surgical staff at Jennie Edmundson 
Hospital. He was also surgeon for four railroads. 

He was married in November 1891 to Miss Mary Virginia Miller. 

The Iowa National Guard carried out a military funeral following his 
death on January 11, 1932. 


ALANSON MADISON POND, M.D. 
Dubuque 
1869-1928 
President, Des Moines Session, May 10-11-12, 1922 


The seventy-first president, Dr. Alanson Madison Pond, was born at 
Independence, Iowa, on August 24, 1869. He attended the local schools, 
Iowa State College, and the medical department of the University of the 
City of New York; in 1891 he was graduated M.D. from the Keokuk 
Medical College. After practicing in Marble Rock, Clear Lake, and for ten 
years in Webster City, where he was attending surgeon at Mercy Hospital, 
Fort Dodge, Dr. Pond studied at Edinburgh, London, Heidelberg, Leipzig, 
Berlin, Vienna, Berne, and Paris and then located in Dubuque where he 
practiced until 1925 except for service with the medical corps of the army 
in 1917-18. 

Dr. Pond was instructor in surgery at Northwestern University Medical 
School, Chicago, from 1908 to 1914. In 1922 Dr. Pond served as president 
of the Iowa State Medical Society. He was a member of the Western 
Surgical Association, Dubuque County Medical Society and the American 
Medical Association. A Fellow of the American College of Surgeons, he 
was the author of numerous articles dealing chiefly with surgery in various 
medical journals. He was licensed in New York, Illinois and California as 
well as in Lowa. 

In 1925 his health broke down, and the remainder of his life was spent 
in hospitals at Los Angeles, California, where he died July 17, 1928. 


CHARLES J. SAUNDERS, M.D. 
Fort Dodge 
1862-1928 
President, Ottumwa Session, May 9-10-11, 1923 


The seventy-second president, Dr. Charles J. Saunders, was _ born 
February 26, 1862, at Iowa City. He attended St. Joseph’s Institute and 
was graduated from Towa City high school as class valedictorian. In 1885 
he received his medical degree from the State University of Iowa College 
of Medicine and was taken into the office of Dr. Elmer F. Clapp, professor 
of anatomy as well as a practicing physician. 

Dr. Saunders entered practice in Aubudon, Iowa, moving to Clare in 
1887, where he remained until 1892. During that time he attended the 
Polyclinic Hospital and Medical School of Chicago, and in 1893 he spent 
several months in European medical centers, following which study he 
located in Fort Dodge where he practiced until his death on February 18, 
1928. 
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Dr. Saunders was one of the organizers of the Fort Dodge Doctors Club, 
which finally developed into the Webster County Medical Society, of which 
he later was president. He also was one of the organizers and president of 
the Fort Dodge District Medical Society, which was discontinued after the 
State Society was reorganized. He was active in the Iowa State Medical 
Society having joined in 1894, and was honored with the presidency in 
1923. From 1920 to 1925 he was president of the staff of St. Joseph’s 
Merey Hospital He was a member of the American Association of 
Railway Surgeons, Sioux Valley, Austin Flint-Cedar Valley Medical Society, 
and the Radiological Society of North America. 

He was married in June 1907 to Miss Lucy M. Merrill, to whom were 
born three children. 


OLIVER JAMES FAY, M.D. 
Des Moines 
1874-1945 
President, Des Moines Session, May 7-8-9, 1924 

The seventy-third president, Dr. Oliver James Fay, was born on a farm 
near Postville, Iowa, on July 2, 1874. He attended the local district school 
and Breckenridge Academy at Decorah. He was graduated from Iowa State 
College, Ames, in 1898 with his B.S. and from the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, University of Illinois, in 1902. After two years as intern at 
Augustana Hospital under the special training of Dr. Albert Ochsner, 
surgeon, Dr. Fay located in Des Moines in 1904, where he practiced 
general surgery until his death on June 2, 1945. 

Dr. Fay early in his career began to publish his observations on surgical 
subjects and continued to devote a great deal of time to writing, later 
including industrial surgery, medical organization and the dangers of 
federalization of medical practice. Dr. Fay built up an extensive medical 
library of 1,500 volumes, containing many rare treasures, which he presented 
to the Iowa Methodist Hospital to found their medical library. His helpful 
advice to younger physicians starting in practice proved most valuable. 

After serving as president of the Iowa State Medical Society’ in 1924, 
from. May 1925 Dr. Fay acted continuously as chairman of the Board of 
Trustees. He was also a past president of the Polk County Medical 
Society and vice president of the Western Surgical Association. In 1942 
he was elected to alumni membership in Alpha Omega Alpha honor medical 
society, by his alma mater. He was a Fellow of the American College of 
Surgeons (Founders Group) and the American Medical Association, and a 
Diplomate of the American Board of Surgery. Since the inception of the 
Iowa State Industrial Commission in 1913, Dr. Fay was medical director, He 
was also medical director for Iowa of the Northwestern Bell Telephone 
Company, chief district surgeon of the Rock Island Railroad and consulting 
surgeon of the Burlington and Northwestern railways. He was president 
for the Northwest Conference for Medical Service and a member of the 
American Association of Industrial Physicians and Surgeons and the 
American Association of Railway Surgeons. From 1910 to 1913 when the 
Drake University Medical School merged with the University, Dr. Fay 
was professor of clinical surgery. 

Dr. Fay was married on March 17, 1904, to Helen L. Knapp. Both of 
their two children were daughters. 


FRANK MANLY FULLER, M.D. 
Keokuk 
1868-1946 
President, Des Moines Session, May 13-14-15, 1925 

The seventy-fourth president, Dr. Frank Manly Fuller, was born 
September 29, 1868, at Keokuk, Iowa, a descendant of a long line of 
physicians. Both his father and grandfather were doctors, and his earliest 
direct ancestor on record was Dr. Jeremy A. Fuller, who practiced in 
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New England in 1740, and whose son and grandson also became doctors. 


Dr. Fuller was graduated from Parsons College, A.B. in 1888, and A.M. 
in 1891, and from Keokuk Medical College in 1897. He located in Keokuk, 
where he practiced internal medicine for forty-five years, and until its 
merger with Drake University in 1907, was a member of the faculty of 
Keokuk Medical College. In 1898 he did postgraduate study in London and 
in 1901 in Vienna. 


Dr. Fuller served one of the longest continuous terms on the Iowa Board 
of Medical Examiners, from 1925 to 1943, and was elected to the executive 
committee of the Federation of State Medical Boards of the United States 
and to the presidency of this group in 1943. 


After having been secretary and president of the Lee County Medical 
Society, Dr. Fuller was honored with the presidency of the Iowa State 
Medical Society, serving during the Diamond Jubilee Session in 1925. As a 
member of the Historical Committee, he contributed a number of articles 
on pioneer Iowa medicine. He was a Fellow of the American College of 
Physicians and of the American Medical Association, and a Diplomate 
of the American Board of Internal Medicine (Founders Group). He was a 
member of the Iowa Clinical Society, vice president for Iowa of the Tri- 
State District Medical Association. He served eight years with the National 
Guard and served overseas in World War I from 1917 to 1919 as captain 
in the medical corps, assigned to Hospital Unit R, organized in southeast 
Iowa by Lt. Colonel J. Fred Clarke of Fairfield. 


Dr. Fuller was married in 1897 to Anna M. Ballinger. After her death, 
he was married to Caroline Davis Fuller in 1911. One of their three sons 
John Davis Fuller, M.D., is practicing in Santa Cruz, Calif. Dr. Fuller 
died on March 19, 1946; a month later his wife followed him in death. 

Dr. Fuller contributed numerous articles on his specialty to various medical 
journals, among which was one of the earliest observations on cretinism 
occurring in several members of the same family. 


SMITH AUGUSTUS SPILMAN, M.D. 
Ottumwa 
1853-1942 
President, Des Moines Session, May 12-13-14, 1926 


The seventy-fifth president, Dr. Smith Augustus Spilman, was born 
in Jennings County, Indiana, March 6, 1893, and came with his parents 
to Wapello County, Iowa, in 1871. After teaching in the rural schools and 
farming, he entered the office of Dr. CG. G. Lewis and in 1877 Chiacgo 
Medical College, now Northwestern University Medical School, from which 
he was graduated in March 1879. In later years he took postgraduate 
training in New York and Vienna (1893). 

Dr. Spilman practiced general medicine and surgery in Ottumwa from 
shortly after his graduation until his retirement in September 1936. He was 
recognized as a leader and champion of medical society organization. He was 
an active member of the Southeastern Iowa and Des Moines Valley Medical 
Associations and a loyal supporter of the Wapello County and Iowa State 
Medical Societies. He filled’ various positions of responsibility, and. in 
1926 served as president of the Iowa State Medical Society. During World 
War I he served as a member of the exemption board. 

He was married to Miss Mary Kisers September 23, 1873, who died in 
1876 leaving one daughter. In December 1879 he married Miss Mary Ball, 
who died fifteen months later, and December 29, 1886, he was married 
to Miss Alice Sellers. Their son, Dr. Harold A. Spilman, a practicing 
physician in Ottumwa, was also honored with the presidency of the society 
in 1948. 

His death came April 11, 1942, at the ripe age of eighty-nine years. 
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THOMAS EDWIN POWERS, M.D. 
Clarinda 
1857-1929 
President, Council Bluffs Session, May 11-12-13, 1927 


The seventy-sixth president, Dr. Thomas Edwin Powers, was born Novem- 
ber 29, 1857, at Clarinda, Iowa, where he attended the public schools. He 
received his medical education at the University of Iowa College of 
Medicine and Missouri Medical College, now Washington University, St. 
Louis, Mo., from which he was graduated in 1881. He entered the practice 
of medicine in St. Louis but soon returned to Clarinda where he practiced 
until his death on February 14, 1929. 

As a delegate from his county society to the Iowa State Medical Society 
following the reorganization, Dr. Powers in his quiet way exercised a 
great influence in quieting the disturbed elements. He was appointed a 
member of the first Board of Trustees and served in this capacity until 
he was elected president of the Society for 1927. He was elected to the 
State Legislature twice, first in 1822 and re-elected in 1924. From 1891 
to 1893 he was assistant superintendent of the Clarinda State Hospitals. On 
two occasions he visited Germany for medical observation and study. 

He was married to Anna Peterson, who had been a teacher in the 
Clarinda schools. 


MICHAEL J. KENEFICK, M.D. 
Algona 
1861-1932 
President, Cedar Rapids Session, May 9-10-11, 1928 


- The seventy-seventh president, Dr. Michael J. Kenefick, was born at 
Ripon, Wisconsin, May 1861, coming to Hardin County, Iowa, with his 
family in 1867. After graduating from Iowa State Teachers’ College in 
1883, Dr. Kenefick taught school for several years. He then attended the 
University of Iowa and Rush Medical College, from which he was graduated 
in 1892. After a few months at Marshalltown, Dr. Kenefick located in 
Algona where he continued to practice until his death on August 6, 1932. He 
took postgraduate training at the Postgraduate Hospital, the Chicago 
Polyclinic, Bellevue Hospital, New York, and at the University of Minnesota. 

As well as being president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1928, Dr. 
Kenefick was a past president of the Kossuth County and Twin Lakes 
and Austin Flint-Cedar Valley Medical Societies, the latter of which in 
1931 honored him with a special meeting at which he was presented with a 
gold-headed cane. He was a delegate to the American Medical Association 
in 1908. He was also a member of other medical societies, among them the 
Chicago and Northwestern Association of Railway Surgeons and the American 
Association of Railway Surgeons. He served on the school board in Algona 
for twenty years. 

On November 14, 1900, he was married to Miss Edith M. Lusk, to which 
union were born four children, two sons and two daughters. 

Dr. Kenefick had the rare wit of his Irish ancestry, and his interesting 
personality enlivened every medical gathering that he attended. 


THOMAS ULYSSES MCMANUS, M.D. 
Waterloo 
1872-1938 
President, Des Moines Session, May 8-9-10, 1929 


The seventy-eighth president, Dr. Thomas Ulysses McManus, was born 
at Hudson, Iowa, August 6, 1872. He attended the Iowa State Normal 
School in Cedar Falls, Des Moines University, and the University of 
Illinois College of Physicians and Surgeons, graduating from the latter in 
1898. He was married in August 1898 to Miss Mae Loonan. They had one 
son. : 


hs Textil et 





MWOIsseg sSouLoyT sod seer ‘Avy ‘oorgzo ut pod twotssog AJIT XNOIg MWOISseg SoULof, Sed 
EE6L JUOpIserd ES6L JUOPIsol GS6L PUSpIsolg TE6L JUOpIsetd 
(¥P6T-698T) (SE6T-TL8T) G_ L381) (TP6T-L98T) 
meMOg “AA WRITTTM Oy Jopuvey 410g yg perpeuern surauvyoO J[Yo_, «sou «WITT 








WOTSseg UMOJ[VYSIVT MOISs9g SouULoyT Soc uwoIssog spidey szepeD wWOIsseg sFyn[q [rounop 
O€6L JUepIsolg 6Z6L JUepIselg SZ6L JUEpIselg LG6L JUOpIselg 
(ZP6L-6L8T) (SE6T-ZL8T) (SE6I-T98T) (6Z61-LS8T) 


Yyoog wolAyE uyor SNUBIOTT SossA[Q sBULOTT, yoryoussy «ff [OBYPTI SIOMOG ULMpPH SPULOUT, 








IOWA STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY PRESIDENTS 163 


Dr. McManus practiced in Waterloo from the time of his graduation 
until his death on November 5, 1938. He was a member of the Iowa State 
Board of Health from 1909 to 1916. He served as president of the Waterloo 
and Black Hawk County Medical Societies and in 1929 of the Iowa State 
Medical Society. During his term as president he was active in sponsoring 
and promoting the postgraduate extension courses under the direction of 
the Speakers Bureau Committee. The present high standards and popularity 
of these courses must be largely credited to Dr. McManus’ enthusiastic 
efforts. 


JOHN HYREN PECK, M.D. 
Des Moines 
1879-1942 
President, Marshalltown Session, May 14-15-16, 1930 


The seventy-ninth president, Dr. John Hyren Peck, was born August 3, 
1879, at Lost Nation, Iowa. After his graduation in 1909 from the College 
of Medicine, State University of Iowa, he served one year as an assistant 
and then went to Drake University College of Medicine, Des Moines, as 
assistant professor of medicine, which position he held until 1913 when the 
medical school merged with the State University. 

That year he entered private practice in Des Moines. His greatest con- 
tribution was in his efforts to eradicate tuberculosis. During World War I 
he was in the tuberculosis service of the army with the rank of Major. From 
1918 to 1954 he served as president. and clinical director of the Iowa 
Tuberculosis Association, which organization he helped to found. He was 
president of the National Tuberculosis Association in 1933 and_ served 
many years on its board of directors. He also served as president of 
the American College of Chest physicians in 1940, of Polk County Medical 
Society in 1919, of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1930, and of the 
Mississippi Valley Conference on Tuberculosis. In 1932 he was delegate to 
the International Union Against Tuberculosis at The Hague and’ in 1923 
was a member of the House of Delegated of the American Medical 
Association. He was a member of Alpha Omega Alpha honor medical 
society, a Fellow of the American College of Physicians, and a diplomate 
on the American Board of Internal Medicine. 

In addition to his organization work in the fight against tuberculosis, 
Dr. Peck spoke to numerous lay groups as well as to physicians. He took 
an active part in establishing Broadlawns Tuberculosis Hospital, Des Moines, 
and served as medical director for several years. He was influential in 
pressuring for the laws that led to the control of the disease in cattle. 

In 1936 Dr. Peck moved to Oakdale to become superintendent of the 
state sanatorium, serving in this capacity until his death October 18, 1942. 


WILLIAM AMOS ROHLF 
Waverly 
1867-1941 
President, Des Moines Session, May 13-14-15, 1931 

The eightieth president, Dr. William Amos Rohlf, was born January 5, 
1867, at Davenport, Iowa, where he lived for five years until the family 
moved to a farm in Scott County. He was educated in the rural schools, 
returning to Davenport to attend high school. After his graduation in 
1884, he taught school for three years at Wolcott. He was graduated from 
the State University of Iowa College of Medicine in 1891 and began to 
practice in Hampton. Six years later in 1897, he moved to Waverly, where 
he practiced until 1936 when poor health forced his retirement. He died 
February 17, 1941. 

A charter member of both the Austin Flint-Cedar Valley Medical and 
Iowa Clinical Surgical Societies, Dr. Rohlf served them as president during 
his career as well as the Bremer County Medical Society and the Iowa 
State Medical Society in 1931. He was a Fellow of the American College 
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of Surgeons, a member of Alpha Omega Alpha honor medical society, and 
the Tri-State Medical Society. During World War I he served as examiner 
for Bremer County and member of the exemption board. His annual 
Birthday Clinics became a recognized feature of Upper Iowa postgraduate 
medicine. 

He helped to promote St. Joseph’s Merey Hospital, the first hospital 
in Waverly, and served as president of the staff. He is the author of 
the book Good Morning, Doctor which shows his outstanding characteristics 
of cheerfulness and benevolence. In 1941, Drs. H. W. Rathe and O. C. 
Harwig erected and equipped an office building, which as a tribute of 
their esteem is called ‘‘The Rohlf Memorial Clinic.’’ 

He was married December 19, 1893, to Miss Lottie Pearl Beed. 


CHANNING GAMALIAL SMITH, M.D. 
Granger 
1877- 
President, Sioux City Session, May 4-5-6, 1932 

The eighty-first president, Dr. Channing Gamalial Smith, was born 
October 8, 1877, at Columbus City, Iowa, where he lived until 1890 when 
he moved to Des Moines. He was graduated from Drake University with his 
Ph.D. in 1898, receiving his medical degree in 1902 from its Medical School. 
He later took postgraduate work at Chicago Postgraduate School and Har- 
vard University. Dr. Smith on both his father’s and mother’s side was 
deseended from a number of medical men. He was married July 2, 1898, 
to Miss Margaret Bell Turner; two of their three sons became doctors, and 
they had also one daughter. 

Dr. Smith has practiced at Granger since 1903, except for service with 
the medical corps of the army in 1918-19, when he was located at the 
Base Hospital, Camp Dodge, Lowa. 

Dr. Smith has served as councilor for the Iowa State Medical Society 
and in 1932 was honored with the presidency. He is a Fellow of the 
American Medical Association. From 1936 to 1938 he served as medical 
consultant to the Iowa State Emergency Relief Association. For ten years, 
from 1939, he has been medical consultant for the State Board of Social 
Welfare. Since 1946 he has been chairman of the Policy Committee, 
Voeational Rehabiliation Division, and since 1927 trustee of Drake 
University. 


BERT LEANDER EIKER, M.D. 
Leon 
1871-1932 
Died in Office 


The eighty-second president, Dr. Bert Leander Kiker, died of acute 
pneumonia a few hours after he had attained a lifelong ambition and 
been installed as president of the Iowa State Medical Society at the Sioux 
City Session, May 6, 1932. His service to the Society as president-elect had 
been outstanding, and he looked forward with confidence to still greater 
service during his presidential year. 

Dr. Eiker was born on a farm in Decatur County, Iowa, on October 8, 
1871. He attended high school at Leon and the University of Iowa from 
1893 to 1895. He was graduated from Rush Medical College in 1896 and 
soon afterwards began the practice of medicine in Decatur City, a few 
years later moving to Leon where he practiced until his death on May 6, 
1932. He was a frequent attendant of postgraduate courses in Chicago and 
elsewhere. 

In 1911 he was elected a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons. 
Always active in organized medicine, his greatest contribution was his work 
as chairman of the Committee on Medical Education and Hospitals of the 
Iowa State Medical Society, which published an important report in 1930 
after an exhaustive survey of Iowa hospitals. He was a member of the 
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House of Delegates of the American Medical Association in 1922, 1924 
and 1928, and was selected for important committees on this body. He 
was on the State Board of Health and Medical Examiners from 1906 to 
1913, serving as president for the last two years. He was representative 
to the Iowa Legislature from 1900 to 1904. The year of his death the 
hospital at Leon was established, and he was chosen as first president of 
the hospital staff. He had also served as president of the Decatur County 
Medical Society. 

He was married August 27, 1907, to Edith Hendrickson. They had one 
son and two daughters. 


WILLIAM W. BOWEN, M.D. 
Fort Dodge 
1869-1941 
President, Des Moines Session, May 10-11-12, 1933 

The eighty-third president, Dr. William W. Bowen, was born June 15, 
1869, at Marion, Illinois, and lived in Williamson and Rock Island Counties, 
Illinois, before coming to Kossuth County, Iowa, with his family in 1915. 
Following his graduation from the State University of Iowa College of 
Medicine in 1895, Dr. Bowen practiced in Whittemore, Iowa, for five 
years. Then he spent a year at the Friederick Wilhelm University, Berlin, 
under Prof. Rudolph Virchow, and opened an office in Fort Dodge in 
1901. In the succeeding forty-five years of medical practice, scarcely a 
year passed that Dr. Bowen did not make a visit to-one of the larger medical 
centers in this country. 

Dr. Bowen was a pioneer in the use of radium and x-ray and experi- 
mented constantly in new methods of surgery. He performed more than 
ten thousand operations. Among his discoveries was a highly successful 
method of the treatment of hip fractures. 

Upon the death of Dr. B. L. Hiker, Dr. Bowen as president-elect became 
president of- the Iowa State Medical Society, serving in 1933. He was 
also a past president of the Austin Flint-Cedar Valley, Twin Lakes, and 
Webster County Medical Societies, the Iowa X-ray Club, the latter of which 
he helped to organize in 1914 as the Iowa Roentgen Society. He was a 
charter member of the Radiological Society of North American and the 
Western Roentgen Society and a Fellow (founders group) of the American 
College of Surgeons. 

Dr. Bowen was married to Lydia May King on July 11, 1895. They had 
two children. Dr. Bowen retired in 1940 and died on December 20, 1944. 


CHARLES B. TAYLOR, M.D. 
Ottumwa 
1867- 
President, Des Moines Session, May 9-10-11, 1934 

The eighty-fourth president, Dr. Charles B. Taylor, was born December 
27, 1867, in Mahaska County, Iowa, where he attended the local schools. 
From 1885 to 1893 he attended the preparatory school and college of 
Oskaloosa and then Butler College, Indianapolis, Indiana, until 1896 when 
he entered Central College of Physicians and Surgeons, Indianapolis, from 
which he was graduated in 1899. He had taken postgraduate training at 
Chicago and New York, and made study visits to the clinics at Boston, 
Philadelphia, New York City, Chicago, Rochester, St. Louis, and Cleveland. 

From 1899 to 1918 Dr. Taylor practiced general medicine and surgery, 
first in Gibson, Iowa, and from 1904 in What Cheer. From 1919 until he 
retired in 1935 he confined his practice to ear, nose and throat diseases 
in Ottumwa. In 1918 during World War I he served as a captain in the 
army medical corps. 

Dr. Taylor was president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1934, 
and is a past president of the Des Moines Valley and Keokuk County 
Medical Societies, a Fellow in the American College of Surgeons and a 
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member of the Southeastern Towa Medical Society, the Wapello County 
Medical Society, and the American Academy of Ophthalmology, Otolaryngol- 
ogy and Laryngology. 

Dr. Taylor was married June 25, 1895 to Miss Mabel Atwater. Their 
two sons are both doctors. At present he is residing in Upland, California, 
but he endeavors to attend each annual meeting of the Iowa State Medical 
Socety. Their two sons, Lawrence A. Taylor, Ottumwa, and Edgar Merle 
Taylor of Portland, Oregon, are physicians. : 


GORDON FOLLETTE HARKNESS, M.D. 
Davenport 
1880- 
President, Davenport, Session, May 8-9-10, 1935 

The eighty-fifth president, Dr. Gordon Follette Harkness, was born 
March 14, 1880, at Des Moines, Iowa, and lived in Bellevue, Ohio, Webb 
City, Missouri and Iowa City, Iowa, where he attended high school. After 
receiving the degrees B.S. and M.S. from the University of Iowa, he 
graduated from the College of Medicine in 1902, served an internship at 
Merey Hospital and took postgraduate training at the Manhattan Eye 
and Ear Hospital the following year. He located in Davenport in 1904, 
where he has practiced ophthalmology and otolaryngology ever since. 

Dr. Harkness served as president of the Iowa State Medical Society 
(1935), Scott County Medical Society (for nine years), and the Iowa and 
Illinois Central District Medical Association. He was the first president of 
the Iowa Academy of Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology. He was vice 
president of the American Rhinological, Laryngological and Otological 
Society in 1927-28, of the American Academy of Ophthalmology and 
Otolaryngology in 1936 and of the American Laryngological Association 
in 1940-41. He is a member of the American Association of Railway 
Surgeons, American Association of Industrial Physicians and Surgeons, 
Chicago Ophthalmology Society and the Mississippi Valley Medical Society. 
He served as delegate and chairman of the section on laryngology, otology 
and rhinology for the American Medical Association and also as trustee 
of the Iowa State Medical Society. He is a member of the American 
Board of Otology and Rhino-laryngology. In World War I he served in the 
army medical corps as a captain. 

He was married October 19, 1904, to Miss Mabel Ann Gunsolus. They 
have two daughters. 

He has contributed frequently to medical literature on subjects related 
to his specialty. 


THOMAS A. BURCHAM, M.D. 
Des Moines 
1882- 
President, Des Moines Session, April 29-30-31, 1936 

The eighty-sixth president, Dr. Thomas A. Burcham, was born July 6, 
1882, at Harlan, Iowa. He was graduated from Drake University College 
of Medicine in 1906, and has practiced ever since in Des Moines, limiting 
his practice to radiology. 

During World War I, Dr. Burcham served on the Mexican Border in 
1916. In 1917, after a course in the Army Sanitary School, he became . 
Sanitary Inspector of the 42nd Division in France, and later Adjutant to 
Colonel James T. Case, Senior Consultant in Roentgenology of the A.E.F. He 
retired from military service as Major in February 1919. 

He was president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1936, and is a 
past president of the Polk County Medical Society and the Radiological 
Society of North America, a fellow of the American College of Radiology, 
and a diplomate of the American Board of Radiology. He has been largely 
instrumental in. organizing the efficient x-ray services in the four large 
hospitals of Des Moines and an important influence in advancing the 
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present high standards of roentgenology in Iowa. He is a trustee of Drake _ 
University. He was married April 13, 1913, to Miss Margaret C. Mailander, 
and they have one daughter and one son, Thomas, Jr., who is a senior 
medical student at Washington University, St. Louis. 


PRINCE EDWIN SAWYER, M.D. 
Sioux City 
1874- 
President, Sioux City Session, May 12-13-14, 1937 

The eighty-seventh president, Dr. Prince Edwin Sawyer, was born 
June 1, 1874, at Phillips, Maine, where he attended the local schools. He 
was educated at Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, one year at the University 
of Northwest, Sioux City, and at the University of Iowa College of Medicine 
from which he was graduated in 1895. He practiced medicine at Hornick, 
Iowa, until 1902, when he went to the New York Post Graduate College. 
Since then he has practiced general surgery at Sioux City. During World 
War I he served as a major in the medical corps in France. 

Dr. Sawyer was president of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1936, 
of the Woodbury County Medical Society in 1907, of the Sioux Valley 
Medical Society in 1908, and of the Iowa Clinical Surgical Society in 
1947. He is a member of Alpha Omega Alpha honor medical society, 
American Medical Association, and the American College of Surgeons. He has 
been a member of the Iowa State Board of Health since 1945, 

He was married September 6, 1898, to Miss Cornelia Johnson, who died 
in 1948. 


EDWARD MORRISON MYERS, M.D. 
Boone 
1872- 
President, Des Moines Session, May 11-12-15, 1938 


The eighty-eighth president, Dr. Edward Morrison Myers, was born 
May 12, 1872, at Otley, Iowa, and attended grade and high school at 
Burlington. He was graduated from the Iowa Wesleyan College in 1896 
M. A. and from Northwestern University Medical School in 1900. He 
served on the house staff of Merey Hospital, Chicago, until 1902 when he 
located in Boone, where he practiced, specializing in surgery, until 1941 
when he became superintendent of the State Hospital at Woodward. 

Dr. Myers was president and member of the Iowa State Board of Health 
from 1935 to June 1949. Upon his retirement from the Board, he was 
presented with an embossed scroll, expressing appreciation for his outstanding 
service of fourteen years, signed by Governor William 8. Beardsley and all 
the members of the Iowa State Board of Health. 

He served as trustee of the Iowa State Medical Society from 1930 to 
1936 and as president in 1938. He is a past president of the Mississippi 
Valley and Boone County Medical Societies and a fellow of the American 
College of Surgeons. He was chairman of the Iowa State Executive 
Committee, American College of Surgeons. He has contributed many articles 
to medical lterature. 

Dr. Myers was married on November 24, 1914, to Miss Margaret Ross. 
They have two sons. 


ARTHUR WRIGHT ERSKINE, M.D. 
Cedar Rapids 
1885- 
President, Des Moines Session, April 25-26-27, 1939 
The eighty-ninth president, Dr. Arthur Wr ght Erskine, was born May 6, 
1885, in Lawrence County, Pennsylvania. He attended Hiram College (Ohio), 
and Baltimore Medical College, from which he graduated in 1908. He 
practiced in Bessemer, Pennsylvania, until 1912, when he moved to Cedar 
Rapids where he has since specialized in radiology. He did early work on 
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the ionization measurements of x-ray, and was an advocate of the long 
anode-skin-distance in x-ray therapy. He is the author of a monograph and 
numerous articles dealing chiefly with roentgenology, published in various 
medical journals. ' 

Dr. Erskine was president of the Linn County Medical Society in 1920, 
of the Radiological Society of North America in 1925, and of the Iowa State 
Medical Society in 1939. In the latter society he also served as councilor 
and a member of the Committee on Medical Education and Hospitals. In 
1930 he was chairman of the section on radiology of the American 
Medical Association. Dr. Erskine is a member also of the Iowa X-ray Club, 
American Roentgen-Ray Society, Chicago Roentgen Society, and a Fellow 
and President (1950) of the American College of Radiology. He was 
married August 24, 1916 to Miss Betsy Erskine. 


FELIX ALPHONSUS HENNESSY, M.D, 
Calmar 
1883- 
President, Des Moines Session, May 1-2-3, 1940 

The ninetieth president, Dr. Felix Alphonsus Hennessy, was born July 22, 
1883, in Fayette County, Iowa, and moved with his family to near Strawberry 
Point, where he was educated through high school in the local schools. After 
some college work and teaching for a few years, he entered the University 
of Iowa College of Medicine, from which he was graduated in 1907. After 
one year at Ida Grove, doing contract hospital work with Dr. J. E. Conn, 
Dr. Hennessy located at Calmar, where he has practiced general medicine 
ever since. He has taken postgraduate work at various clinics throughout the 
United States. 

Dr. Hennessy has held all of the offices of the Winneshiek County 
Medical Society and was councilor of the Iowa State Medical Society before 
becoming president in 1940. He has served as president of the Winneshiek 
County Tuberculosis Association and in 1948 of the Iowa Tuberculosis 
and Health Association, of which he is now a member of the executive 
committee. He is a member of Alpha Omega Alpha, honor medical society. 

Dr. Hennessy was married October 23, 1918, to Miss Margaret J. 
Edwards, who died in 1933. They have one child. 


FRANCIS PATRICK McNAMARA, M.D. 
Dubuque 
1883-1944, 
President, Davenport. Session, May 14-15-16, 1941 

The ninety-first president, Dr. Francis Patrick McNamara, was born 
December 22, 1883, at Fitchburg, Massachusetts, where he was graduated 
from high school. He was educated at Harvard University, receiving his 
medical degree in 1918. Until 1921 he was assistant and instructor in 
pathology at Yale University School of Medicine and pathologist for the 
New Haven Hospital. 

Locating in Dubuque in 1921, he was pathologist for Finley Hospital 
and head of the laboratory until his death. He also served, since 1932, 
as pathologist for Mercy Hospital and as consulting pathologist for the 
Decorah Hospital. At Finley Hospital he endeavored to provide autopsy 
records on all patients who died in the hospital, and these records were all 
presented in weekly clinicopathologie conferences of the hospital staff, which 
for years were published monthly in the Journal of the Iowa State Medical 
Society. He also established a pathologic museum and a medical library 
for Finley Hospital. Many of his private exhibits of pathologic specimens 
were shown at the scientific convention exhibits of the Iowa State Medical 
Society and the American Medical Association, for which he was awarded 
the silver medal in 1933 from the latter organization. 

He was active on the state cancer committee, which published the Cancer 
Manual of the Iowa State Medical Society, of which forty thousand copies 
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were distributed. From 1934 to 1936 he served: as Iowa representative of 
the American Society for the Control of Cancer, and at the time of his 
death was editor of the Bulletin of the Women’s Field Army of the same 
society. ; 

Dr. McNamara served as deputy councilor for the Iowa State Medical 
Society from 1928 to 1936 when he was chosen councilor. He held that 
position until he was elected president of the Society, serving in 1941. He 
was a diplomate of the American Board of Pathology, member of the 
American Society of Clinical Pathologists, the American Society of Pathol- 
ogists and Bacteriologists and the Mississippi Valley Medical Society, and 
was a Fellow of the American College of Physicians and the American 
Medical Association. In 1940 he was elected an honorary citizen of Boys 
Town, Nebraska. He was a former president of the Dubuque County Medical 
Society and also served as president of the Iowa Interprofessional Society. 
Dr. McNamara was a member of the Iowa State Board of Health from 
1941 until his death in 1944. 

Dr. McNamara was married October 14, 1925, to Miss Josephine Rita 
Gregoire. 


EARL BLAINE BUSH, M.D. 
Ames 
1884- 
President, Des Moines Session, April 15-16-17, 1942 

The ninety-second president, Dr. Earl Blaine Bush, was born at Knoxville, 
Towa, in 1884. He was educated at the public schools in Knoxville, Highland 
Park College, Iowa State College, Keokuk Medical College and Drake 
University School of Medicine, from which he was graduated in 1908. He 
has practiced general medicine and surgery since then in Ames, Iowa. During 
World War I he served in the army medical corps, attaining the rank 
of major. In 1941 he was appointed colonel in the National Guard. 

Dr. Bush served as councilor for the Iowa State Medical Society, as 
chairman of the Speaker’s Bureau and in 1942 as president. He presided 
at the annual banquet in 1942 and presented a striking appearance in the 
white dress uniform of a Colonel. He also was president and served as 
delegate of the Story County Medical Society. For two years, 1914-16, he 
served as councilman for the city of Ames. 

He was married April 15, 1911, to Miss Edna Valentine Everett. They 
have two daughters and two sons. 


FRANK PAUL WINKLER, M.D. 
Sibley 
1882-1944 
President, Des Moines Session, April 29-30, 1943 


The ninety-third president, Dr. Frank Paul Winkler, was born in Ida 
Grove, Iowa, June 24, 1882. Ten years later the family moved to Doon, 
Iowa. He was educated at Charles City College, the University of South 
Dakota and the University of Illinois College of Medicine, from which he 
received his medical degree in 1906. He served his imternship at the 
Westside Hospital, Chicago. He took postgraduate work at the Jllnois 
Postgraduate Schools, Chicago, and at Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota. 

He practiced at Scotland and Bryant, South Dakota, until 1912 when he 
located in Sibley, Iowa for the practice of general medicine and surgery. 
In 1915 he established the Osceola Hospital, which he operated until he 
retired in February 1844; in 1920 Dr. Frank Reinsch became associated 
with him. 

Dr. Winkler was councilor for the Iowa State Medical Society for five 
years and served as president in 1943. He was secretary for the Osceola 
County Medical Society for twenty-two years and for the Iowa Northwest 
District Medical Society for fifteen years. During World War I he was a 
lieutenant in the medical corps of the army. 
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Dr. Winkler took an active interest in civic matters. He was county 
coroner for two terms, president of the Sibley Board of Education for 
four years and member for five, president of the Sibley Chamber of 
Commerce for four years, president of the Sibley Rotary Club for one 
year, chairman of the budget committee, Sibley, for two years, twenty 
years a member of the board of trustees of the Congregational Church in 
Sibley, director of the First Trust and Savings Bank, Sibley, for four years 
and moderator for the Sioux Association Congregational Churches 1935-36. 

Dr. Winkler made several contributions to medical literature, especially 
on fractures, and one on tuberculosis peritonitis was read before the 
American Association of Railway Surgeons at Chicago in 1918. 

Dr. Winkler was married January 1, 1916, to Miss Mayne Marie 
Benjamin. They have two daughters. He died May 10, 1944, at the age of 
sixty-two years. 


LEE ROY WOODWARD, M.D. 
Mason City 
1885- 
President, Des Moines Session, April 20-21, 1944: 


The ninety-fourth president, Dr. Lee Roy Woodward, was born September 
16, 1885, at Mason City, Iowa, where he attended the public schools. He 
was graduated from Grinnell College in 1909 B.Se. and taught school 
at Fort Madison and Clinton for two years. From 1911 to 1914 he was a 
teacher in China. 

He received his medical education at Rush Medical College, graduating 
in 1917. He practiced general medicine from 1918 to 1921 at Deer Lodge, 
Montana, and internal medicine at Mason City, Lowa, at Park Hospital 
Clinic since that time. 

Dr. Woodward served in the Iowa State Medical Society as councilor 
from 1931 to 1938, acting as chairman of the Council the first two years 
of that period. He was a member of the Board of Trustees from 1938 to 
1942 and president in 1943. Dr. Woodward is a diplomate of the American 
Board of Internal Medicine, a fellow of the American College of Surgeons, 
a member of the Iowa Clinical Surgical Society and. Phi Beta Kappa 
Society. 

Dr. Woodward reported the first case of undulant fever (brucellosis) 
in Iowa in a packing house employee confirmed by laboratory diagnosis 
in 1926.* 

Dr. Woodward was married June 19, 1911, to Miss Lynne Adele Webster, 
and has two sons and one daughter. 

*Woodward, L. R.: J. Iowa M. Soe., xvii:312 (September) 1927. 


MAURICE CHARLES HENNESSY, M.D. 
Council Bluffs 
1891-1946 
President in 1945 
No scientific session — House of Delegates, April 18-19, 1945 


The ninety-fifth president, Dr. Maurice Charles Hennessy, was born at 
Iowa City, Iowa, in 1891. He attended the local schools and the University 
of Iowa, where he studied until the completion of his junior year in medicine, 
when he transferred to the University of Illinois College of Medicine, 
graduating in 1913. After serving his internship at Mercy Hospital, Daven- 
port, Iowa, he began the practice of medicine with his brother, Dr. A. V. 
Hennessy, in Council Bluffs. He served as a leutenant in the army medical 
corps during World War I, including service in England. He returned to 
Council Bluffs where he practiced until his death on June 7, 1946. 

Always active in organized medicine, Dr. Hennessy served as councilor 
for the Iowa State Medical Society for several terms, for several years 
on the Medical Economics Committee, and, as a member of the Cancer 
Committee, as chairman of the state cancer drive for one year. He gave many 
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addresses on cancer and in later years on socialized medicine. As president 
of the Society in 1945, Dr. Hennessy delivered an address to the House of 
Delegates near the end of his term entitled ‘‘One’s Man’s Opinion,’’ which 
paved the way for a number of needed reforms in that organization. 

Dr. Hennessy served as president and as a member of the board of 
censors of the Pottawattamie County Medical Society. He was also a 
past president of the Mercy Hospital staff and served many years as a 
member of its executive committee. He did much to secure recognition of 
the two local hospitals and to see that standardization was maintained. He 
was a member of the American College of Surgeons, International College 
of Surgeons and Iowa Clinical Surgical Society. 

Dr. Hennessy was married to Miss Ruth Banks on June 25, 1919, and 
to them four daughters were born, of whom the oldest became a physician. 


RANSOM DRIPS BERNARD, M.D. 
Clarion 
1882- 
President, Des Moines Session, April 17-18-19, 1946 


The ninety-sixth president, Dr. Ransom Drips Bernard, was born August 
8, 1882, at Elkader, Iowa, where he attended elementary school. He also 
attended Wisconsin Academy at Madison and the University of Wisconsin, 
from which he was graduated in 1904. He received his medical degree from 
Rush Medical College in 1907. He served his internship at Presbyterian 
Hospital, Chicago, locating in Clarion in 1909. During World War I he 
served with the army medical corps in France with the rank of major. 

Dr. Bernard was a member of the Legislative Committee of the Iowa 
State Medical Society for eight years and president in 1946. He has 
held all offices in the Wright County Medical Society and was president 
of the Iowa: Interprofessional Association from 1935 to 1939. He is a 
Fellow of the American Medical Association, member of the American 
Association of Railway Surgeons, the Twin Lakes Medical Society, Austin 
Flint-Cedar Valley Medical Society and others. He served as a delegate to 
the American Medical Association in 1946 and 1947. He was elected 
secretary of the National Conference on Medical Service and arranged the 
program for the twenty-third annual meeting in Chicago February 5, 1950. 
At this meeting he was elected president of the Conference for 1951. 

He was married to Miss Bernice Corlette January 6, 1909, and they have 
one daughter. 


ROBERT L. PARKER, M.D. 
Des Moines 
1876- 
President, Des Moines Session, April 16-17-18, 1947 


The ninety-seventh president, Dr. Robert L. Parker, was born December 
14, 1876, on a farm near Modale, Iowa. He was educated at Woodbine 
Normal School, and after teaching four years he took the pharmacy 
course at Highland Park College, where he taught after his graduation. In 
1906 he was graduated from Drake University School of Medicine, and he 
has taken postgraduate work at Harvard Medical School. He has practiced 
in Des Moines since graduation, and has become a leader in the field of 
general practice. Dr. Parker has served as treasurer of the Iowa State 
Medical Society in 1927, as secretary from 1930 to 1945, and in 1947 as 
president. He is a past president of the Polk County Medical Society. Dr. 
Parker has been director of school health services of the Des Moines public 
schools since 1942. 

Dr. Parker was married June 7, 1902, to Miss Nellie Martin. Three 
sons and a daughter’ were born to them, one son being Dr. Robert L. 
Parker, Jr., a member of the Mayo Clinic staff in the division of internal 
medicine. 
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HAROLD AUGUSTUS SPILMAN, M.D. 
Ottumwa 
1888- 


President, Des Moines Session, April 19-20-21, 1948 

The ninety-eighth president, Dr. Harold Augustus Spilman, was born 
June 28, 1888, at Ottumwa, the son of Dr. Smith A. Spilman, president 
of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1926. He was educated at North- 
western University, graduating from the Medical School in 1913. Except 
for the years 1916-23, when he was with the regular medical corps of the 
U. S. Army, Dr. Spilman has practiced in Ottumwa, specially interested in 
diagnosis, general surgery and roentgenology. In 1948 he was president 
of the Iowa State Medical Society. This is the second instance in_ the 
history of the State Society where father and son have both served as 
president, the first being that of Donald Macrae, M.D., 1889, and 
Donald. Macrae, Jr.. M. D., 1921. 


Dr. Spilman is a member of the Radiological Society of North America, 
the Association of Military Surgeons of the U. 8., Iowa X-Ray Club, Lowa 
Clinical Surgical Society, American Association of Railway Surgeons, a past 
president of the Wapello County Medical Society, a fellow of the American 
College of Surgeons, the American College of Radiology and the American 
Medical Association, and a diplomate of the American Board of Radiology. 
He has been secretary and president of the Des Moines Valley Medical 
Society. 

Dr. Spilman was married September 10, 1912, to Miss Myra H. Lawrence, 
and they have three sons. 


JAMES ELLERY REEDER, M.D. 
Sioux City 
1887- 
President, Des Moines Session, April 18-19-20-21, 1949 


The ninety-ninth president, Dr. James Ellery Reeder, was born April 5, 
1887, in Vermillion County, Indiana, where he attended public school. He 
was graduated from Drake University School of Medicine in 1909, and from 
1913 to 1914 was resident surgeon at the Illinois Charitable Eye and Ear 
Infirmary. During World War I he served as a lieutenant in the Army 
Medical Corps. The remainder of the time he has practiced his specialty, 
ophthalmology and otolaryngology, in Sioux City. 


Dr. Reeder is a past president of the Woodbury County Medical Society 
and in 1949 was president of the Iowa State Medical Society. He also 
has served as delegate to the American Medical Association. He is a 
fellow of the American College of Surgeons, and a diplomate of the 
American Board of Otolaryngology, and a fellow of the American Laryn- 
gological, Rhinological and Otological Society, and the American Academy 
of Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology. He has contributed frequently to 
medical journals. 


He was married December 24, 1908, to Miss Susan Adams Wyles. They 
have one son, James E., Jr., a physician practicing the same specialty 
as his father in Sioux City. 
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NATHANIEL GRAHAM ALCOCK, M.D. 
Iowa City . 
1881- 
President, Burlington Session, April 24-25-26, 1950 


The one hundredth president of the Iowa State Medical Society, Dr. 
Nathaniel Graham Alcock, was born January 18, 1881, at Platteville, 
Wisconsin. He -was educated in the public schools there and at North- 
western University, graduating from the medical school in 1912. 

Since 1915 Dr. Alcock has been at the University of Iowa, College of 

Medicine, first as an instructor in surgery, in 1917 as assistant professor 
of urology, 1919 associate professor, and since 1922 professor and head of 
the department of urology. He resigned this position on October 1, 1949, to 
head a new urological department at Mercy Hospital in Iowa City, but 
he retains the rank of professor on limited service at the University. 
, Dr. Alcock has been president and secretary of the Johnson County 
Medical Society, and is a member of Alpha Omega Alpha honor medical 
society, American Medical Association, American, Urological Association, 
American Association of Genito-Urinary Surgeons, Clinical Society of 
Urological Surgeons, International Urological Society, and the Mississippi 
Valley Medical Society. He was secretary of the section of urology, 
American Medical Association in 1929-32 and chairman in 1932-33. 

Dr. Alcock will preside at the Centennial Session of the Iowa State 
Medical Society in Burlington, the city in which the Society was organized 
one hundred years ago. 

Dr. Alcock was married May 5, 1913 to Miss Marjory Marshall Bates. 
They have two sons and a daughter. 








Nathaniel Graham Alcock 
(1881- ) 
President 1950 
Burlington Session 
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HISTORY OF THE SECRETARY’S OFFICE 


Mary L. McCord, A.B. 


Executive Secretary, Iowa State Medical Society 


In the early years of the Iowa: State Medical Society, two secretaries 
were elected annually, one to serve as recording secretary, the other as 
corresponding. Dr. J. F. Sanford was the first corresponding secretary, 
serving in 1850, 1851, 1852 and 18538. Dr. D. L. McGugin served in 1854 
and again in 1857; Dr. C. L. Chambers in 1855; Dr. D. Atkinson in 1856; 
Dr. T. J. Saunders in 1858; Dr. W. Bird in 1859; Dr. O. George in 1860 
and Dr. J. M. Adler in 1861. Dr. R. J. Patterson was elected for 1862 
and since there was no meeting of the society in 1863, he served until 
the reorganization meeting in 1864, was re-elected and served through 
1865. Dr. W. F. Peck served in 1866, Dr. A. M. Carpenter in 1867; Dr. 
E. J. B. Statler in 1868; Dr. J. Williamson in 1869 and 1871; Dr. E. H. 
Hazen in 1870 and Dr J. F. Ely in 1872. 


In 1872 new Constitution and By-Laws were adopted which eliminated the 
two offices of secretary, combining them in one with an assistant secretary 
being elected. Dr. George P. Hanawalt was first secretary under this con- 
stitution, serving in 1873. Dr. E. B. Thrall then served during 1874, 1875 
and 1876, and Dr. J. F. Kennedy from 1877 to 1883, skipping 1884, but 
serving in 1885 and 1886. Dr. A. A. Deering served in 1884, for the one 
year only. Beginning in 1887, Dr. 8. 8. Lytle served through 1889; Dr. 
C. F. Darnall in 1890, 1891, and 1892; Dr. 8. B. Chase in 1893; and then 
Dr. J. W. Cokenower from 1894 through 1901. 


Dr. Vernon L. Treynor was then elected, serving from 1902 through 1911; 
Dr. J. W. Osborn from 1912 through 1915; Dr. Tom B. Throckmorton from 
1916 to 1930; Dr. Robert L. Parker from 1930 to 1945; Dr. John C. Parsons 
from 1945 to 1948; and Dr. Allan B. Phillips, elected for a three year 
term in 1948, is due to serve until 1951. 


In the early years, the secretary fulfilled all of the duties of his office 
without the aid of a staff. When Dr. Osborn was elected in 1912, however, 
he rented space and hired one stenographer, Miss Ida Brinton, who served 
until 1924. Dr. Throckmorton, who followed Dr. Osborn, moved the office to 
larger quarters in the Bankers Trust Building (then the Equitable) and 
it has remained in the building ever since, although in different rooms. The 
office staff was gradually expanded through the years as more activities were 
undertaken. 


In 1928, Dr. Throckmorton indicated to the Board of Trustees that the 
duties of secretary entailed more time than he was able to give them and 
still continue his practice. As a result, the trustees decided to employ a 
managing director who would coordinate all of the activities of the State 
Society. Mr. Vernon Blank was employed in this capacity, July 1, 1928, and 
served for four years, 

Mrs. Dorothy MeCarthy, who had come to the State Society as stenographer 
shortly after Mr. Blank’s employment, was appointed to carry on in much 
the same capacity as he had done. When she terminated her employment 
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Iowa State Medical Society 
Since The Reorganization In 1903 





Vernon L. ‘Treynor | James William Osborn Tom B. Throckmorton 
Council Bluffs, Iowa Des Moines, Iowa Des Moines, Iowa 
1902-1912 1913-1916 1916-1930 


Robert L. Parker 
Des Moines, Iowa 
1930-1945 


John C. Parsons 


Des Moines, Iowa 
1945-1948 


Allan B. Phillips 
Des Moines, Iowa 
1948-1951 


Executive Secretary 


Miss Mary L.- McCord 
Des Moines, Iowa 
1937- 
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in October, 1934, Miss Dorothy Nelson sueceeded her as executive secretary, 
remaining until October 1, 1937. She in turn was succeeded by Miss Mary 
L. McCord who still holds the position of executive secretary. 

A speakers bureau was established in 1932 and has functioned actively 
except for the war years. A doctor serves as chairman but a secretary is 
employed to carry out the actual work under the chairman’s direction. 

The work of editing the journal became such as to warrant the full time 
of one secretary about 1930 and so one girl has been retained since then 
in this field. By 1933, the work of the Society had expanded enough to 
necessitate employment of a receptionist and general stenographer who 
also took care of the membership records. From 1933 to 1948 the office 
staff consisted of persons filling these four departments. 

The office of field secretary was set up February 1, 1948, and Mr. 
Donald L. Taylor was employed as contact man between the central office 
and the individual members of the State Society. Creation of this office 
opened a wide area of usefulness and necessitated the employment of 
part time stenographic help in 1948 together with an assistant in 1949. 

Although the secretary of the State Society can no longer personally 
earry out all of the duties of the office, he still remains as overseer and 
director. The office functions under his supervision and he is still responsible 
to the members for maintaining the high caliber of the annual sessions 
and for conducting the affairs of the Society in an orderly and efficient 
manner. - 





HISTORY OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Mary L. McCord, A.B. 


Executive Secretary, Iowa State Medical Society 


When the Iowa State Medical Society was reorganized in 1903, the new 
plan included a board of trustees of three members, one to be elected each 
year and each to serve a three year term after the original board was 
formed. This board was charged with responsibility for State Society funds 
and for publishing a Journal and all proceedings, transactions and memoirs 
of the Society. Original members were Doctors D. W. Smouse of Des 
Moines, J. M. Ristine of Cedar Rapids and T. E. Powers of Clarinda. 

The board met three times during the year and then again at the annual 
meeting when it audited the financial- transactions of the Society. In these 
early days the secretary and editor were responsible for procuring advertis- 
ing for the Journal and were paid a commission, out of which they paid 
for any labor costs sustained. In 1918 the office of the Society was put on a 
more business-like basis and the trustees assumed the responsibility for 
maintaining an office staff. Meetings of the board increased to nine or 
more a year at this time. 

Because the trustees were responsible for the expenditure of all funds of 
the Society, they naturally kept a reasonable supervision of Society 
activities. At one time prior to 1936, they were charged with supervision 
of committee activities and had the authority to appoint new committees 
as necessary, as well as to fill vacancies. With the formation of the 
Executive Council in 1936, however, they relinquished this supervision 
although they are still responsible for filling vacancies. 

At the present time the trustees are responsible for the publication of 
the Journal, for the maintenance of an adequate office staff, and they have 
the final authority where expenditures of Society funds are concerned. 
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HISTORY OF THE COUNCIL 
Clyde A. Boice, M.D. 


At the Sioux City meeting in 1903, the State Society was reorganized to 
conform with the American Medical Association plan of organization, some- 
thing which had been needed for a long time. At this time a Council was 
selected, the basis of selection being the Congressional districts from which 
one physician was chosen to serve. The duties of this Council as defined 
in the By-Laws were organizing the county societies throughout the 
state, acting as peacemakers (no small part of the work), and in general 
doing those things which would advance the standards of the medical 
profession in education and organization. 

Members of the first Council were Doctors Ruth of Keokuk, Bierring of 
Iowa City, Crouse of Waterloo, Egloff of Mason City, Crawford of Cedar 
Rapids, Brockman of Ottumwa, Dorr of Des Moines, Sampson of Creston, 
Emmert of Atlantic, Churchill of Fort Dodge and Hornibrook of Cherokee. 
These men at once became active in urging the establishment of a society 
in each and every county. The going frequently was hard and _ progress 
slow. Travel was difficult and communications slow no matter what method 
was employed. Jealousies were more than common. 

At this time there were some four thousand doctors in the state, only 
six or seven hundred of whom belonged to the State Society. Prior to 
1903 membership in the State Society was on an individual basis rather 
than through the county society, but with the reorganization there was 
an intensified effort made to get county societies into existence and to 
embrace in them all of the eligible doctors in the county. Some doctors 
felt they could by-pass the county society and belong only to the state, 
but that idea did not prevail. Through the untiring work of the Councilors, 
within a few years membership in the State Society had grown to 2,200 
members. 

In 1906 Dr. Ruth left the state and I was appointed to take his place. I 
can speak, therefore, of the many problems which confronted this early 
Council. Many local problems were brought not only to the individual 
Councilor, but often to the assembled Council for solution. Some of these 
matters were not properly the business of the Council, since it had no 
authority to insist on procedures to be followed in the various counties 
regarding hospital membership or fraternal associations. 

It was not long before every county in the state was organized, all of 
which have continued to the present day. Recognition should be given to the 
members of the first Council who gave so untiringly of their time and 
energy in laying the groundwork for the State Society as it exists today. 
Later members who also deserve recognition are Doctors Conniff of Sioux 
City, Littig of Davenport, Henry Albert of Iowa City, Ira K. and Paul 
~-Gardner of New Hampton. Too much credit cannot be given to Doctors 
Hornibrook, Emmert, Bierring and Littig for the work done in those early 
days. 

itn 1930 the Council was reorganized, this time the state being divided 
into eleven districts of nine counties each, so that each Councilor had an 
equal number for which he was responsible. At this time the duties of the 
council were outlined as follows: Organizers for the districts; serving as 
the Board of Censors for the State Society; and acting as the special 
agency through which the State Society might communicate the views of 
the profession in regard to health, sanitation, and other important matters. 
Under this last regulation the Council set up various committees from time 
to time, among them the Speakers Bureau, Cancer Committee, Professional 
Relations, Public Relations, Tuberculosis and Industrial Health. 

In 1936 an Executive Council was defined in the Constitution, consisting 
of the Council, the three trustees, the president, president-elect, secretary and 
treasurer. This group had the full authority of the House of Delegates in 
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the Interim between sessions and gradually the Council became more a part 
of the Executive Council than a separate group. This was due in part to 
the fact that the Council as such had no legal authority, whereas the 
Executive Council did possess such authority; and in part to the fact that 
the war changed many conditions. In 1945 the duties of the Council were 
defined as organizational, the Councilor being responsible for visiting each 
county in his district once a year and improving and increasing the zeal 
of the county societies and their members. The Council now functions 
primarily as a part of the Executive Council in executive matters, but an 
effort is being made to stimulate the Councilors to more activity in their 
individual districts along organizational lines in accord with the duties 
outlined in the By-Laws. 


IOWA MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES OF THE 
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


The following Iowa physicians served in the House of Delegates of the 
American Medical Association following the reorganization in 1903. 


1903 J. R. Guthrie and Samuel Bailey 

1904 Samuel Bailey, E. E. Dorr, Van Buren Knott and W. bs 
Bierring 

1905 E. E. Dorr, D. ©. Brockman, W. L. Bierring and Fred W. 
Powers 

1906 W. L. Bierring, E. E. Dorr and William Jepson 

1907 William Jepson, Samuel Bailey and W. L. Allen 

1908 Samuel Bailey, G. E. Crawford and M. J. Kenefick 

1909 G. E. Crawford, D. 8. Fairchild, Arthur L. Wright and W. L. 
Bierring (Section) 

1910 A. L. Wright, D. 8. Fairchild, H. C. Eschbach and W. L. 
Bierring 

1911 D. 8. Fairchild, F. E. V. Shore, E. Hornibrook and W. L. 
Bierring 

1912 Max Witte, L. W. Littig and M. N. Voldeng 


1913-1916 L. W. Littig, M. N. Voldeng and J. C. Rockafellow 
1917-1919 W. B. Small, J. C. Rockafellow and M. N. Voldeng 


1920 W. B. Small, L. W. Dean and W. L. Allen 

1921-1922 L. W. Dean, W. L. Allen and J. ©. Rockafellow 

1923 L. W. Dean, W. L. Allen and M. N. Voldeng 

1924-1925 B. L. Eiker, Donald Macrae, Jr., and M. N. Voldeng 

1926 B. L. Eiker, Donald Macrae, Jr., J. C. Rockafellow and 


William Jepson 
1927-1930 Donald Macrae, Jr., B. L. Eiker, William Jepson and T. F. 
Thornton 
1931 Donald Macrae, Jr., William Jepson and Fred Moore 
1932-1933 Fred Moore, T. F. Thornton, and E. D. Plass 
1934-1939 T. F. Thornton, V. L. Treynor and Fred Moore 
1940 Fred Moore, T. F. Thornton and A. D. Woods 


1941-1943 T. F. Thornton, A. D. Woods and R. D. Bernard 
1944 T. F, Thornton, R. D. Bernard and T. A. Burcham 
1945 T. ¥. Thornton, T. A. Burcham and J. E. Reeder 
1946 T. F. Thornton, George Braunlich and J. E. Reeder 
1947-1948 T. F. Thornton, George Braunlich and G. V. Caughlan 
1949 KE. E. Shaw, George Braunlich and G. V. Caughlan 

(D. C. Conzett succeeding Dr. Shaw, deceased, in December) 
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RECORD OF IOWA PHYSICIANS SERVING IN OFFICIAL CAPACITY 
WITH THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


A large number of Iowa physicians have served in various official capa- 
cities with the American Medical Association. Dr. Walter L. Bierring of 
Des Moines served as president-elect in 1933-34, and as president in 
1934-1935. 

Vice Presidents of the American Association included Dr. Thomas O. 
Edwards in 1858-59; J. C. Hughes in 1867; W. F. Peck in 1886, William 
‘Watson in 1894; W. D. Middleton in 1899; George F. Jenkins in 1903; 
D. 8. Fairchild in 1906 and again in 1914, and A. L. Wright in 1911. 

Dr. J. T. Priestley served on the Board of Trustees from 1894 to 1900 
and Dr. A. L. Wright from 1902 to 1908. 

Dr. Philip C. Jeans served on the Council on Foods from 1932 to 1948, 
while Dr. Fred Moore served on the Council on Medical Education and 
Hospitals from 1934 until his death in 1941. 

The following physicians were represented on the Judicial Council: J. C. 
Hughes in 1873; W. 8. Robertson, 1877; Elbert W. Clark, 1884; F. D. 
Cunningham, 1886; Benjamin McCluer, 1887; W. F. Peck, 1890; J. M. 
Emmert, 1892; D. W. Smouse, 1895; D. W. Crouse, 1894 and 1897; 
Samuel Bailey 1898; James R. Guthrie, 1900; and Donald Macrae, Jr., 1927. 

For Section Chairman, the following physicians represented Iowa: J. C. 
Hughes for Surgery and Anatomy, 1881; Washington F. Peck, Surgery and 
Anatomy in 1883; Walter L. Bierring, Pathology and Physiology, 1907; 
Practice of Medicine, 1919; L. W. Littig, Hospital Section, 1916; L. W. 
Dean, Laryngology, Otology and Rhinology, 1919; N. G. Alcock, Urology, 
1933; E. D. Plass, Obstetrics, Gynecology and Abdominal Surgery, 1938; 
Fred M. Smith, Practice of Medicine, 1941; Tom B. Throckmorton, Nervous 
and Mental Diseases, 1941; and Gordon F.° Harkness, Laryngology, Otology 
and Rhinology, 1942. Other Iowa physicians also served as vice chairmen 
and section secretaries, most of them advancing to the position of chairman. 


City, District and County Medical 


Associations 
CLYDE A. HENRY, M.D., Farson 


Soon after the organization of the State Medical Society in 
June 1850, a number of County societies were formed, but this 
proceeded rather slowly, and by 1876 twenty-six years later, only 
27 county medical societies had been organized. It was not until 
after 1903, under the new organization plan that the full quota 
of county societies were organized. 

Because of the difficulties of transportation in those earlier 
years, as well as weather conditions, the tendency was to form 
City medical societies in the larger centers, and District societies 
comprising a considerable area, or a number of contiguous 
counties. Often the area selected was adjacent to one of the larger 
rivers of the State, and the society received its name from the 
river valley of the region concerned. 

These early societies fulfilled a real purpose in promoting a 
closer association of practicing physicians and distinctly advanced 
the cause of medicine throughout the state. Most of the city and 
district medical societies were gradually discontinued before or 
after 1903, and only two, The Upper Des Moines Valley, and the 
Iowa and Illinois Central District Associations continue to hold 
regular meetings several times a year. 

The Norrueast Iowa Mepican Socrery comprising the counties 
of Fayette, Allamakee, Clayton, Howard, Winneshiek and Chick- 
asaw, was organized October 20, 1911, the only district society 
formed after the turn of the century. 

There is a general desire to accord proper tribute and recogni- 
tion to these pioneer physicians who had such a prominent part 
in local* medical society organization. It seems fitting therefore 
to publish the photographs of these pioneer leaders, placing them 
on four pages, of 15 portraits each. These are arranged by 
dividing the state into four quarters, southeast, northeast, south- 
west and northwest areas. 

This seems but a small measure of recognition of these enter- 
prising spirits in the advancement of early Lowa medicine. 


CITY MEDICAL SOCIETIES 
Keokuk Medical Society 


The first local medical society organized within the state was the 
Keokuk City Medical Society. The first meeting was held at the office 
of Dr. Bond on September 26, 1850. There were present at this meeting 
Drs. Millard, Bond, Collins, MeGugin, Sanford, Heminway, Galland, Haines 
and Ford. 

Dr. J. F. Sanford was chosen president and Dr. E. R. Ford secretary and 
treasurer. The constitution was drafted and adopted October 3, 1850, and 
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signed by the following physicians: Drs. J. Millard, D. L. McGugin, M. F. 
Collins, Heminway, B. N. Bond, E. R. Ford, J. Gaines, J. F. Sanford, 
Samuel G. Armor, Isaac Galland and A. S. Hudson. 

The first regularly elected officers were Dr. J. Millard, president -.Dr. J. 
Haines, vice-president; Dr., E. R. Ford, secretary and treasurer s=Drs. 1). <1: 
MecGugin, J. F. Sanford and B. N. Bond, censors.—Fairchild’s History, 
De 186: 

Although composed of outstanding men in the field of medical culture, 
the Keokuk Medical Society fared badly during the first seven years of its 
life. There was a bitter quarrel among its members concerning the matter 
of fees. Finally, Dr. McGugin issued a call for a meeting which was held 
at the offices of Drs. Allen and Stotts on July: 27, 1858. The following 
doctors were present: McGugin, Sanford, Letcher, Hughes, Martin, Seyfarth, 
Parker, Dewey, Rowe, Smith, Potts, Carpenter and Bond. Officers: Dr. 
McGugin, president; Dr. Bond, secretary. Dr. J. ©. Hughes, who had been 
admitted to the society in 1851, proposed the adoption of a fee bill. A 
committee was appointed to draft a bill which was subsequently adopted. 
Among the charges provided for was a fee of one dollar for bleeding from 
the arm; cupping, wet or dry, two to five dollars; introduction of seton, 
two to five dollars. 

The society met regularly in the faculty room of the Iowa State Univer- 
sity till 1859, after which there were no more meetings of the Keokuk 
Medical Society till 1864 when it was again organized for the third 
time. This meeting was held at Dr. R. H. Wyman’s office on February 
15. The purpose of this meeting was to revise the fee bill for the protection 
and defense of the profession—Dr. F. B. Dorsey’s History of the Keokuk 
Medical Society. 


Iowa City Medical Society 


This society was organized about 1855, but there is very little record of its 
activities available. It acted as host when the State Medical and Chirurgical 
Society met in Iowa City in 1857. At the State Society meeting in LSS; 
delegates were credited from this society. Further records indicate that 
in 1870 the Johnson County Medical Society was organized. 


Council Bluffs Medical Society 


This society was organized August 2, 1869, when a constitution was 
adopted. The first officers were: 


President, Dr. P. J. MaMahon 

Vice President, Dr: A. B. Malcolm 

Secretary, Dr. Donald Macrae 

Treasurer, Dr. P. B. MacKay 

Censors:: Drs. H. W. Hart, H. Osborne, C. C. McGovern 


There were eleven doctors present at the organization meeting. Members 
were: H. W. Hart, P. B. MacKay, Sylvanus W. Baker; Donald Macrae, 
EK. P. Russell, A. B. Malcolm, P. J. McMahon, I. Ward scott,” Cs Ci 
McGovern, Henry Osborne and Herman Stein. Meetings were held monthly, 
and members were physicians located in Council Bluffs. 

At this meeting a fee bill was adopted. It is interesting to note that 
the fee bill adopted August 16, 1869 was in most respects higher than the 
one in force in 1917. 

At the meeting on August 7, 1871, the Society: decided to purchase a 
microscope. 

Members were fined $1.00 for non-attendance at a meeting. 

This society continued to hold regular meetings, and was a vigorous 
organization until 1915. It is to be congratulated on having a complete 
record from its organization, July 26, 1869 to December 21, 1915, bound 
in heavy Russia leather and deposited in the public library of Council 
Bluffs —Fairchild: History of Iowa Medicine. 
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Dudleyan Medical Society of Keokuk 


Another city society of historical interest because of the character and 
quality of its membership, was organized at Keokuk, Lee County, on April 
19, 1856. It was known as the ‘‘Dudleyan Medical Society of Keokuk’’. At 
the organization meeting, Dr. D. L. MecGugin, who was its first president, 
stated: ‘‘The object of this meeting is to form a city society for the purpose 
of advancing professional and scientific knowledge, and the cultivation of 
social and friendly relations among its members’’. No further record is 
available. 

Adel Medical Society 


In the proceedings of the State Medical Society meeting in Des Moines in 
1878, it is noted that delegates were accredited from this Society. No 
other data are available. 


Ottumwa Medical Society 


When it was reorganized in 1870, the Wapello County Medical Society 
was called the ‘‘Ottumwa Medical Society’’. But a year or two later, the 
constitution was broadened to admit all regular physicians in the county, 
and the name was changed to the Wapello County Medical Society. 


The Bloomfield (Davis County) Academy of Medical Science 


This society was organized on April 2, 1870. Officers elected were: Presi- 
dent, Wm. McK. Findley, Bloomfield ; vice-president, John Dunshee, Bloom- 
field; secretary, J. W. Young, Bloomfield; executive committee, E. J. 
Shelton and D. C. Greenleaf, Bloomfield. This was not strictly a medical 
society as membership was extended to members of other professions. Its 
avowed purpose was for ‘‘the advancement of professional and scientific 
knowledge among its members’’. 

Meetings were held on Wednesday evening of each week. Members were: 
J. W. Caldwell, John Dunshee, F. W. Eichelberg (lawyer), Wm. McK. 
Findley, D. C. Greenleaf, F. W. Moore (attorney), T. J. Selman, J. J. 
Selman, E. K. Shelton, E. J. Shelton, H. C. Traverse (attorney), and 
J. W. Young, all of Bloomfield; D. W. Dooley and T... Spe ttalsteadaras 
Savanah; and T. B. Harrold, Stilesville—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 
1880-1. 


The Sioux City Medical Society 


This society was organized in May, 1872. This was the first medical 
organization of Woodbury County. Officers were: President, J. C. Hackett, 
Sioux City; vice president, C. E. Clingan, Sioux City; recording secretary, 
B. A. Guyten, Sioux City; corresponding secretary, G. W. Beggs, Sioux 
City; treasurer, Charles Rice, Smithland; censors, G. W. Beggs and J. ©. 
Krejce, Sioux City; R. C. Rice, Smithland. Meetings were held quarterly. 
There were thirteen. members, seven from Sioux City, which were as 
follows: G. W. Beggs, C. E. Clingan, W. W. Ellibrook, J. C. Hackett, 
J. M. Knott, J. C. Krejee and B. A. Guyten, all from Sioux City; 
R. L. Cleaves, Cherokee; F. W. Foster, Le Mars; F A. Xanton, Le Mars; 
R. G. Rice and Charles Rice, Smithland; and J. J. Saville, Kearney, 
Nebraska. On September 18, 1903, the society was reorganized as the 
Woodbury County Medical Society.—Med. History of Woodbury County, 
William Jepson, M.D., Sioux City, J. I. M. 8&., XXXIV, No. 2, p. 89, 1944. 


The Muscatine Medical Society 


This society was organized on June 12, 1874. This society was a 
reorganization of the Muscatine County Medical Society, which was neces- 
sary because interest had begun to die out and the meetings had ceased 
because of lack of attendance. The county society was revived from time 
to time until a reorganization was accomplished in 1874. Officers elected 
at this time were: President, Dr. J. M. Robertson; secretary, Dre 
Hl. M. Dean. The meetings were held monthly.—Fairchild’s History. 
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DISTRICT MEDICAL ASSOCIATIONS 
Northwest Medical Society 


The first district medical association in Iowa was organized at Dubuque 
on January 11, 1853. It also has the distinction of being the third Iowa 
medical society on record. It was called Northwest Medical Society, which 
is somewhat confusing to the fact that Iowa was separated from the 
Northwest Territory in 1838, and was a fullfledged state of the Union 
several years before this society was organized. Plans for the organization 
were first discussed in October, 1852, after which the following call for a 
meeting was announced: 

‘The undersigned members of the medical faculty of the city of 
Dubuque, feeling the want of an association for our mutual improve- 
ment and the promotion of amity among us and believing that it 
would contribute to the advancement of the science of medicine, beg 
leave to solicit the attendance of all the members of the profession 
at the office of Dr. E. Kirkup, Globe Building, at 7 o’clock P. M. 
Thursday next, November 4th, for such an organization. As business 
may prevent the attendance of some it is hoped that all who view 
this project favorably will sign this call, that those who meet may know 
the sentiments existing among us on this subject. Signed, John W. 
Finley, Edward Kirkup, G. W. Richards, Jos. Sprague, R. S. Lewis, 
Asa Horr, W. R. McMahon, F. Coleman Smith and Theo. Scott.’? 

Although the call had been addressed to all surgeons, physicians and 
apothecaries residing in the states of Iowa, Wisconsin and Illinois, and 
the territory of Minnesota, who were graduates of a legal and regular 
medical school, so few were in attendance that completion of the organiza- 
tion was not effected till January 11, 1853. The first officers elected 
were: President, Dr. H. Holt; corresponding secretary, Dr. J. F. Ely of 
Linn County; second vice-president, Dr. R. Holt; corresponding secretary Dr. 
A. Horr; treasurer, Dr. R. S. Lewis; and censors, Drs, Richards, Horr, and 
Ely. 

The name was changed to Dubuque Medical Society on January 10, 1856, 
with Southwest Wisconsin, Northwest. Illinois and Northeast Iowa com- 
posing the territory covered. The admission requirements were raised at 
this time, and again on June 21, 1874 when the society was incorporated 
with a membership of 18. No other changes were made until February 9, 
1904, when the charter and by-laws of the Dubuque Medical Society were 
revised to comply with the reorganization plans of the A.M.A., and the 
name changed to the Dubuque County Medical Society. 

The North Iowa Medical Society 

This society was organized on June 22, 1859, included the counties of 
Allamakee, Clayton, Fayette, Howard and Winneshiek. This society was 
organized by Dr. Frederick Andros, and the first membership was nine. 
Officers elected were: President, Frederick Andros; secretary, H. C. 
Martin.—Farchild’s History. 

The Southwestern Iowa Medical Association 

This district society was organized at Creston on February 10, 1866:— 
Med, & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1884. 

The officers were: President, I. L. Barrett, Clarinda; secretary, J. C. 
Holmes, Clarinda.—1866-Lothrop. 

In 1884, the society included Montgomery, Taylor, Adams, and Page 
counties. The officers were: President, Jas. W. Martin, Red Oak; vice 
president, O. Spicer, College Springs; secretary, W. C. Stillians, Clarinda; 
and treasurer, M. N. McNaughton, Villisca. There were 25. members.—Med. 
& Surg. Dir., Lothrop, 1883-4. 

The officers in 1880. were: President, R. W. Lewellen, Clarinda; vice 
president, O. Spicer, College Springs; secretary, Joseph Knowles, Villisca; 
treasurer, J. W. Martin, Red Oak; censors, J. ©. Holmes, Clarinda; O. 
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Spicer, College Springs; M. N. McNaughton, Villisca, The members were: 
A. A. Allen, Holt; I. L. Barrett, Clarinda; John N. Bean, Bedford (Ex- 
pelled) ; Luther Bent, Bedford (Expelled) ; W. H. Cogshell, Richmond, Va.; 
M. C. Connett, Bedford (Expelled); M. Enfield, Clarinda (Expelled, 
1879); F. M. Hiatt, Red Oak; J. CG. Holmes, Clarinda; C. R. Huntsman, 
Blanchard; W. S. Johnson, Corning; Joseph Knowles, Villisca; 5S. an 
Kriddlebaugh, Clarinda; P. W. Lewellen, Clarinda; R. H. Lymer, College — 
Springs; J. W. Martin, Red Oak; I. A. I. Martin, H. A. MecFatrich, Red 
Oak; I. F. McCartney, Villisca; M. N. McNaughton, Villisca; C. M. 
Paschall, Hawleyville; G. H. Rumbaugh, Hawleyville; O. Spicer College 
Spring; I. W. Scott, Grant; R. C. Sperry, Red Oak; W. C. Stillians, 
Clarinda; F. M. Selby, Quincy (Expelled) ; Samuel Weidner, Memory; 
E. N. Wilson, Corning; James Widner, Corning and E. B. Young, Red 
Oak.—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1880-1. 


The Iowa and Illinois Central District Association 


This society was organized in 1866. The district was not limited to 
counties. Meetings were held quarterly with alternate meetings in Davenport 
and Rock Island. Annual elections took place at the January meetings, which 
were held in Davenport each year. Officers were: President, J. B. Davidson, 
Moline; secretary, E. H. Hazen, Davenport; treasurer, A. W. Cantwell, 
Davenport. The officers made up the Board of Censors. Membership was 
42, of which 18 were residents of Iowa.—Med. & Surg. Dir., 1876. 


The Cedar Valley Medical Society 


This society was organized October 29, 1868, with the following officers: 
President, Wm. Robinson; secretary, and treasurer, A. A. Noyes. The 
meetings were held at Waterloo semi-annually, and only graduates were 
admitted. Counties embraced were: Black Hawk, Bremer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Butler, Hardin and Grundy. This society was merged with the Austin 
Flint Society in 1901.—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1876. 


The Upper Cedar Valley Medical Society 


This society was organized in 1871 and included the following counties: 
Floyd, Mitchell, Howard, Chickasaw, Bremer, Butler, Franklin, Cerro Gordo 
and Worth. Officers elected were: President, S. B. Chase; vice-president, 
J. W. Smith; secretary, L. P. Fitch; treasurer, William 8. Pitts — J. Iowa 
M. Soc., xrau, 1942. 


The Des Moines Valley Medical Association 


Not long after its reorganization in 1870, the activities of the Wapello 
County Medical Society spread to other section of the state. Excellent pro- 
grams were offered regularly, and physicians from surrounding towns and 
villages were invited to attend. This new movement of scientific and social 
intercourse proved to be so popular that guest speakers from Des Moines to 
Keokuk were soon participating. Finally, and in furtherance of this ‘‘Good 
Neighbor’’ policy, the Wapello County Medical Society extended a call to the 
physicians of adjacent and surrounding counties to unite in the formation of 
an Auxiliary Association in which all who chose might share the responsibili- 
ties and benefits alike. Pursuant to this invitation, a meeting was held at the 
Lewis Opera House in Ottumwa, January 7, 1873. The following physicians 
were present and their names enrolled: J. P. Gruwell, H. C. Huntsman, 
D. A. Hurst, F. W. Coolidge, all of Oskaloosa; W. E. Chamberlain of 
Beacon; W. 8. Lambert of Albia; J. C. Ware of Fairfield; A. W. McClure 
of Mt. Pleasant; M. V. B. Howell and J. V. Bean of Moulton; <A. B. 
Weir and E. H. Brumbaugh of Agency City; A. C. Olney and B. F. 
Hyatt of Chillicothe; G. L. Johnson of Eddyville; W. L. Orr, S. B. Thrall, 
J. Williamson, G. F. Foster, T. J. Douglass, S. R. Mitchell, S. C. 
McCullough, J. ©. Hinsey, E. L. Lathrop, C. G. Lewis and A. Hawkins of 
Ottumwa; and W. W. Fierce of Bloomfield. 
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The meeting was called to order by Dr. S. B. Thrall, who had served as 
chairman of the committee on arrangements. Dr. T. J. Douglass was 
appointed chairman pro tem and J. V. Bean, secretary. Dr. W. L. Orr, then 
mayor of Ottumwa, delivered an address of welcome on behalf of the 
city, and Dr. Williamson followed with a formal address on behalf of the 
Wapello County Medical Society. The necessary committees were appointed 
to perfect a permanent organization; and after adopting a constitution 
and by-laws, the meeting was adjourned to meet again at seven o’clock, 
at which time officers were elected for the ensuing year, as follows: 
President, H. C. Huntsman; vice president, M. B. Howell; secretary- 
treasurer, Jefferson Williamson; assistant secretary, G. L. Johnson; censors, 
S. B. Thrall, W. E. Chamberlain, D. A. Hurst, C. G. Lewis and A. W. 
McClure. By unanimous vote, Dr. Williamson was declared permanent secre- 
tary of the new society—The Des Moines Valley Medical Association—the 
duties of which office he faithfully performed through the following ten 
years. During the first seven years, the Association met in January and 
June of each year in various towns within the district. For three years 
annual meetings were held in like manner. In 1883 the Association voted 
~ to hold annual meetings permanently in Ottumwa, Wapello County, on the 
‘‘first Thursday in June, or such time as the president and _ secretary 
shall name.’’ In accordance with this policy, the Des Moines Valley Medical 
Association met annually for a period of fifty-five consecutive years, the 
last meeting having been held in Ottumwa on Thursday, April 28, 1938. An 
excellent program, beginning at 3:30 p.m. in Hotel Ottumwa, was suc- 
cessfully executed, at the conclusion of which the following officers were 
elected for the year 1939: President, E. B. Wilcox; Oskaloosa; first vice 
president, John Dulin, Sigourney; second vice president, Clyde A. Henry, 
Farson; secretary-treasurer, E. B. Howell, Ottumwa; censors, E. B. Hoeven, 
Ottumwa; C. T. Slarin, Moravia; and Burke Powell, Albia. However, the 
1939 meeting was not called; nor has there since been a meeting of that 
old and honorable institution, the Des Moines Valley Medical Association, 
whose activities, from the day of its organization in 1873, through the 
sixty-five consecutive years that followed, constitute such a colorful chapter 
in the history of medicine in Wapello County and southeastern Iowa. Its 
standards were high, its fellowship warm and welcoming; the annual 
gathering of its distinguished membership served the purpose of its 
founders well. 

The stimulating and stabilizing influence of this grand old society no 
longer prevails. Like so many outstanding district societies throughout the 
state, no meetings have been held since the beginning of World War II. The 
closing meeting was held in April 28, 1938, at Ottumwa.—Medical History of 
Wapello County, Clyde A. Henry, M.D. Farson, 1944-46, 


The Iowa Central Medical Association 

This society was organized March 31, 1873 and was comprised of 
Marshall, Hardin, Grundy and Powesheik Counties. Officers were president, 
Enoch Lewis; secretary and treasurer, Charles Reitsman; board censors, 
O. G. Hunt, State Center; G. W. Carter, Marshalltown; J. Lewis, Union. 
There were 19 members, and meetings were held quarterly— Med. & Surg. 
Mir., of Iowa, 1876. 

The Iowa Union Medical Society 


This society was organized on June 2, 1874. In 1873, the Linn County 
Medical Society was changed to the Iowa Union Medical Society which 
continued for a time as an influential organization with two meetings a 
year.—Fairchild’s History. 


The Boone Valley Medical Society 


This society was organized in 1874. The first meeting was held at Boone, 
and the officers elected were: President, P. S. Moser, Boone; vice president, 
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W. 8. Schermerhorn, Jefferson; secretary, Charles Enfield. Counties included 
in this society were: Greene, Boone, Story, Carroll, Calhoun and Hamilton. 
The meetings were held semi-annually.—Fairchild’s History. 


The Central District Medical Association 


This society was organized on June 2, 1874. This society was organized 
because of the failure of the Boone County Medical Society which no longer 
was holding meetings. A group of determined men met on June 2, 1874 to 
organize a society on a larger basis which would provide a more enduring 
foundation. It was known as the Central District Medical Association, and 
the man given credit for its organization was Dr. L. J. Alleman. First 
officers were: President, P. 8. Moser; vice president, W. S. Schermerhorn ; 
secretary, Chas. Enfield. The members were: L. J. Alleman, P. S. Moser, 
J. J. Lewis, Geo. A. Meredith, G. D. Rowe, W. S. Schermerhorn, O. W. 
Lowery, M. A. Parr, G. H. Grimmell, I. H. Noyes, Chas. Enfield,- D. M. 
Mathers, 8. J. Starr, B. F. Allen and A. A. Deering. The counties embraced 
were: Boone, Story, Greene, Carroll, Calhoun and Dallas.—Dr. A. A. Deering, 
Ta. M..d., 1899, PPo.867-8-9- 

On June 19, 1876, this society adopted a fee bill, the principal features . 
of which were as follows: Office consultation, $1; first visit, $2; each 
subsequent visit, $1.50; over one mile from office, $2.50; and first visit 
in consultation, $10. It was signed by the following men in addition to 
the members listed above: H. D. Ensign, E. H. Melcott, F. C. Stewart, 
Josiah D. MeVay, J. W. Gustine, F. Naulteus, A. L. Wright, R. S. Gwynn, 
M. P. Mowrer, C. B. Park, S. T. Goodman, D. S. Fairchild and A. G. 
Gorrell.—Stonebraker, B. E., editor. Past and Present of Calhown County, 
Iowa. v. 1:273-274, 1915. 


The Botna Valley Medical Society 


This society was organized in April, 1875, at a meeting held at Atlantic 
where the quarterly meetings were held thereafter. Officers elected 
were: President, M. J. Davis; secretary, O. B. Thompson; treasurer, D. 
Finley. The eight members in 1876 were as follows, W. H. Archer, Bear 
Grove; M. J. Davis, Lewis; J. M. Emmert, Atlantic; D. Finley, Atlantic; 
J. Nichols, Atlantic; O. B. Thompson, Atlantic; V. D. Rood, Anita and 
R. 8. Hollock, Oakfield. Territory embraced was Guthrie, Cass and Audubon 
counties. 

The society languished after a few years and was reorganized in 1881, 
the following officers being elected: President, J. M. Emmert; secretary, 
W. F. Graham; treasurer, G. M. Barber. The society is still operating 
(1884), and has accomplished much good, and bids fair to do much 
more. The membership in 1884 was 26. Meetings were held quarterly at 
Atlantic.—History of Cass County, Iowa, Continental Historical Co., 
Springfield, Ill., 1884, pp. 408-9 


The Southeast Iowa District Medical Association 


This society had its beginning at a meeting of the Washington County 
Medical Society on May 26, 1875. In attendance were Drs. McClelland, 
Prizer, McCandless, Miles, Schofield, Cushman, McWilliams, Brice McFarland, 
Fraser and J. J. Rousseau. After discussing the proposition, Dr. Schofield 
was instructed to issue a call to the doctors of the counties of Washington, 
Johnson, Muscatine, Louisa, Keokuk and Jefferson. Representatives from 
these counties met in Washington on June’ 23, 1875, and organized the 
Southeastern Iowa District Medical Society. The above named were present, 
n addition H. M. Dean of Muscatine and J. C. Boice of Ainsworth attended 
the second meeting. A short time later, the counties of Lee, Des Moines and 
Henry were added, and sometime later Johnson and Keokuk ceased to be 
counted. The society embraced the First Iowa Congressional District plus 
Museatine County and so continued until 1932 when Scott was added to 
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embrace the Eighth Councilor District. The second article of the Constitution 
reads: 
‘“The purpose of the Society shall be to promote investigation in med- 
icine in all its departments and general good fellowship among its 
members’’, 

The society met yearly in the fall, and was usually well attended. The 
meetings continued until the time of onset of the recent war. There have been 
no meetings since that of 1940.—Clyde A. Boice, M.D., Washington, Iowa, 
1949, 


The Society of Physicians and Surgeons of Southwest Iowa 


This society was organized in 1876 at Creston. This was a large and strong 
organization, with physicians from Union, ‘Clarke, Ringgold and Adair 
Counties. Meetings were held for mutual advancement and interchange of 
thought, and were still being held in 1908.—Ide, George A., History of Union 
County, Iowa, Chicago, S. J. Clarke Pub. Co., 1908, pp. 105-6. 


The Northwestern Medical Association 


This society was organized on August 7, 1878. The meetings were held 
quarterly at such places in the district as the Association may determine. 
The officers were: President, W. F. Quirk, Aurelia; vice president, R. L. 
Cleaves, Cherokee; secretary-treasurer, F. H. Burlingame, Cherokee. Censors 
were: Edward Hornibrook, M. 8. Butler, Cherokee; J. B. Ingalls, Meriden. 
The members were: A. L. Baker, Sac City; J. H. Burlingame, Cherokee; 
M. S. Butler, Cherokee; R. L. Cleaves Cherokee ; Edward Hornibrook, 
Cherokee; J. E. Sherman, Cherokee; J. H. Ball, Sewell; A. E. Hall, 
Odebolt; J. L. Platt, Sioux City; J. N. Warren, Sioux City; C. J. Hackett, 
Le Mars; C. Smith, Emmetsburg; H. C. Crary, Spencer; Chas. McAllister, 
Spencer; W. L. Quirk, Aurelia; G. C. Moorehead, Ida Grove; J. B. Ingalls, 
Meriden; J. J. Whitney, Emmetsburg; and E. L. Brownell, Spirit Lake. The 
counties embraced were Sac, Dickinson, Cherakee, Clay, Plymouth, Palo 
Alto and Ida.—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1884. 


The Maple Valley Medical Association 


This society was organized on April 5, 1882. The officers elected were: 
President, Dr. Davis; vice president, G. C. Moorehead ; secretary-treasurer, 
Dr. Emmert. Counties included were Sac, Ida and Monona.—J. I. M. Se 
XXVI, p. 710, 1936. 


The Northwestern Medical Association 


This Society was organized sometime in 1885. The Hamilton County 
Medical Society disbanded and was formed into this society, including 
Story, Hamilton and Wright Counties, also counties west along the C. & 
N. W. R. R. This society meets on the second Wednesday of April and 
November. Most of the members also attended the Central District Medical 
Association.—Iowa State Med. Reporter, 1885-6, p. 103. 

The Stuart Medical Society 

This society was organized in 1880. The organization meeting was 
held at Stuart, Guthrie County, and embraced the vicinity around Stuart, 
including the counties of Adair, Dallas, Guthrie and Madison. It was the first 
medical society of Guthrie County. Officers were: President, J. A. Treat; vice 
president, D. Black; secretary-treasurer, J. H. Kersey, all of Stuart. Mem- 
bers were David Beach, J. H. Couch, J. B. Dosh, J. H. Kersey, H. C. 
LeRoy, J. E. Roper and J. A. Treat, all of Stuart; G. W. Dosh, Guthrie 
Center; J. Elliot and Ellis Horton, Earlham; W. K. Hawley and R. W. 
Miller, Menlo; James Lonsdale, Glendon; E. P. Maulsby, Casey and M. G. 
Sloan, Dexter.—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1886. 


The Whitebreast District Medical Society 


This society was organized on December 26, 1887, at Pleasantville. W. L. 
Todd served as vice president. The first regular meeting was held at 
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Chariton on January 4, 1888, and the next meeting was held at Indianola 
on April 4, 1888. Counties embraced were Lucas, Warren, Monroe, Marion 
and Jasper.—Jeannette Dean Throckmorton, State Med. Lib., 1949. 


Austin Flint Medical Society 


This society was organized in 1892, combined with Cedar Valley Medical 
Society about 1901. The Austin Flint-Cedar Valley Medical Society functioned . 
under this name until November 10, 1936, at which time the name was 
again changed to the Austin Flint Tri-District Medical Society. Although 
the territory covered designated the first, second and sixth councilor 
districts, this territory was practically the same as that of the old 
Austin Flint-Cedar Valley Medical Society—J. Iowa St. M. S0c., 1937, 
Vv. 27:90. 

The Upper Des Moines Valley Medical Association 


This society was organized at Spirit Lake on August 3, 1897. The officers 
elected were: President, E. L. Brownell; vice president, E. E. Munger, secre- 
tary-treasurer, C. S. Schultz. The members, in addition to the officers, were: 
R. C. Mollison and A. E. Burdick of Graettinger, Palo Alto County; C. B. 
Adams of Estherville, Emmet County; R. J. and R. G. Hamilton of Ocheye- 
dan, Osceola County; A. E. Rector of Lake Park and GC. M. Coldren and 
Q. C. Fuller of Milford, Dickinson County; J. B. Stair and C. B. Fountain 
of Spirit Lake, Dickinson County. The first membership was eleven, and later 
increased to over fifty, including physicians from Dickinson, Emmet, Palo 
Alto, Clay and Osceola Counties——History of Emmet and Dickinson Counties, 
Iowa, vol. 1, Chicago, The Pioneering Publishing Co., 1917, p. 192. 


The Northeast Iowa Medical Society 


This society was organized on October 20, 1911, including the following 
counties: Fayette, Allamakee, Clayton, Howard, Winneshick and Chickasaw. 


COUNTY SOCIETIES 
Adair 


This society was organized December 17, 1903, at Greenfield, there being 
only two physicians in the county eligible for membership who were 
present. This was one of the most harmonious and enthusiastic meetings, for 
a small one, organized during the year. Following the election of officers, 
a turkey dinner was served at the Green House. | 

OFFICERS: President, F. P. Culverson’ of Greenfield ; secretary, 
P. McDermid of Fontanelle—IJowa M. J. “2:70, Jan., 1904. 


Adams 


This society was organized December 15, 1903, at Corning. About a dozen 
physicians were present at the organization meeting, many having driven in 
from long distances to be present at the organization meeting. 

OFFICERS elected: President, J. H. Wallahan of Nodaway; secretary, 
C. H. Bryant of Corning.—Iowa M. J., %:69, Jan., 1904. 

‘‘Adams County Medical Society held its annual meeting on 
December 26, 1905, at Corning. This society has only ten active 
members, but they are all bright, progressive men. Officers elected 
for the ensuing year: President, W. F. Amdor, Carbon; vice president, 
J. R. Thompson, Corning; secretary-treasurer C. H. Bryant, Corning; 
delegate, C. H. Bryant, Corning. Ten dollars was voted to the Iowa 
Association for the Study and Control of Tuberculosis.—Iowa M. J., 
xu:538, Jan., 1906. 

Note: No early information available except that when the Southwestern 
Towa Medical Society was organized February 10, 1866, Adams County was 
one of the four counties composing it. And again, in 1876, when the 
Society of Physicians and Surgeons of Southwest Iowa was formed by six 
counties, Adams County was listed as one of the group. 
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Allamakee 


This society was organized August 10, 1903. 

Orricers elected: President, 8. ©. Myers of: Rossville; vice 
president, E. J. Gable of New Albin; secretary-treasurer, J ohn 
Huecker of Lansing; censors, 8. C. Myers, J. H. Thornton, and B. G. 
Bassler; Committee on Public Health and Legislation, C. H. Flynn, 
J. C. Crawford, and H. ©. Boyer; delegate, J. H. Thornton of 
Lansing.—lowa M. J., iv:362, 19038. 

Note: A thorough search of the files of the Towa State Medical Library 
reveals nothing concerning the early history of medicine in this county © 
except that when the North Iowa Medical Society was organized in 1859 
Allamakee was one of the five counties composing it. 

Appanoose 

This society was organized October 17, 1876. Number of members, 23. 
Annual meetings first Tuesday in October. | 

Orricers: President, W. M. Scott of Centerville; vice president, 
E. M. Reynolds of Centerville; secretary-treasurer, W. W. Hale of 
Centerville.—Trans. Iowa M. Soc., 1879-80, Vole 42. net. 

Note: ‘‘Appanoose-Wayne Medical Society will be the name of a new 
organization which will hold its first meeting at Centerville May 8, 1902.7 = 
Iowa M. J., 1902, p. 227. : 

The first semi-annual meeting of the Appanoose-Wayne Medical Society 
was held in Centerville May 8, 1902, with a good membership, including 
nearly all of the physicians in the two counties—Iowa M. J., 1902, p. 350. 

Appanoose and Wayne Counties were reorganized as a hyphenated society 
on November 19, 1903, with C. S. James, Centerville, as secretary—Ilowa 
M.. J., 1908, p. 449. 

On January 26, 1909, the medical men of Appanoose County separated 
from the Wayne County members in a formal manner, at a meeting held 
in the Library Building in Centerville, and organized the Appanoose County 
Medical Society. This meeting was called to order by Dr. E. E. Bamford. 
Dr. C. P. Tillmont was made chairman and Dr. Frank Sturdivant was 
chosen secretary of the meeting. Constitution and by-laws were adopted, 
and the following officers were elected: President, W. L. Downing; 
vice president, E. E. Bamford; secretary-treasurer, ©. P. Bowen; delegate, 
CG. S. James; censors, U. L. Hurt, w. A. Harris, and A. B. George. At 
this meeting all former Wayne County members were extended the privilege 
of joining the Appanoose County Society —Taylor, L. L.: Past and Present 
of Appanoose County, Iowa, S. J. Clark Pub. Co., Chicago, 1918, p. 293. 


Audubon 


This society was reorganized on July 21, 1903, when the Audubon County 
Medical Society met at the court house in Audubon. The meeting was 
called for the purpose of reorganizing to conform with the new A.M.A. 
uniformity requirements. 

OrFicers elected: President, N. P. Lauritzen of Exira; vice 
president, R. F. Childs of Audubon; secretary-treasurer, D. Jackson 
of Audubon.—Iowa M. J., i%:326, 1903. 

Note: Early history—No mention of a medical society in the county 
history from the Historical Department of the Iowa State Library.—Dr. 
Jeannette Dean-Throckmorton. 


Benton 


This society was organized at Vinton on January 26, 1871, following a 
preliminary meeting which was also held in Vinton. This meeting was attended 
by Drs. Wagner of Blairstown, Lewis of Florence, Horton of Shellsburg, 
Lathroy of Boyd, and. Meredith, Griffin, Clingren and Bergen, all of 
Vinton. A committee was formed to frame the constitution and by-laws. 
There is no record of the officers elected. The second meeting of this 
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society was held February 16.—History of Benton County, Iowa Western 
Historical Co., Chicago, 1878 p. 421. 

Nothing is available as to the life of this organization, but the society 
that did exist at the turn of the century was reorganized to conform with 
A.M.A. requirements on September 8, 1903. 

OFFICERS elected at reorganization meeting, which was held in 
the office of Dr. M. Meredith, were: President, M. Meredith; vice 
president, S. H. Watson; secretary, J. E. Luckey. Charter mem- 
bers: H. A. Angus, O. B. Beller, C. B. Chenweth, J. R. Bielenberg, 
I. S. Boles, A. J. Bryant, A. R. Fellows, C. C. Griffin, Sr., C. C. Griffin, 
Jr., R. T. Jewell, O. W. King, B. FP. Kirkland, J. E. Luckey, G. M. 
Luckey, M. Meredith, James MeMorris, G. E. McCorkle, R. Heslop 
Payne, C. EH. Simpson, G. A. Wagner, S. H. Watson, J. P. Whitney, 
J. A. Williams, J. Worley, G. L. Wykoff, and W. A. Vincent.—Hill, 
Luther B.: History of Benton County, Iowa, Lewis Pub. Co., Chicago, 
Vol. 1, pp. 309-310. 


Black Hawk 


This society was organized August 4, 1876. 

OFFICERS elected: President, J. M. Ball; vice-president, 8. N. 
Pierce; secretary-treasurer, J. M. Lanning; censors, Drs. Ball, Pierce, 
and Crouse. Charter Members, all graduates, were as follows: 
J. M. Ball, Western Reserve College, 1846; S. W. Pierce, Vermont 
Medical College, 1856; D. W. Crouse, Chicago Medical College, 1864; 
S. Vanderwaart, Holland College, 1842; B. D. Colcord, Bellevue 
Hospital Medical College, 1875; Wm. Robinson, Berkshire Medical 
College, 1844; O. 8. Knox, Albany Medical College, 18—; J. M. 
Lanning, Rush Medical College, 1862; J. J. Wasson, LaPorte City 
Medical College, 1847; H. W. Brown, Geneva Medical College, 1866; 
W. Eddy, Michigan University Medical College, 1863; G. J. Mack, 
Bellevue Medical College, 1872.—The Wistory of Black Hawk County, 
Iowa, Western Historical Company, Chicago, 1878, p. 378. 

Reorganized August 17, 1903, adopting the new constitution and by-laws. 

OFFICERS elected: President, E. E. Dunkelberg of Waterloo; vice 
president, J. H. Crippen of Waterloo; secretary, W. H. Bickley of 
Waterloo; treasurer, W. L. Hearst of Cedar Falls; censors, D. W. 
Crouse of Waterloo, F. W. Cutler of Cedar Falls, and M. R. Balliett 
of. LaPorte City.—Iowa M. J., ia:302, 1908. 


Boone 


This society was first organized on June 1, 1866, at Boonesboro. 
Organization Members: P. 8. Moser, L. J. Alleman, A. D. Sargent, 
ie secoldren =W- A. Simmons, M. A..-P) Parr, T. DeTarr, Wm. 
Pollock, and A. J. Davis. 
OFFICERS: President, P. S. Moser; secretary, W. A. Simmons. 

Meetings were held twice a year, June and December, for a time. However, 
owing to varied qualifications of its members—there being no particular 
standard for membership—no great amount of interest or professional 
work was ever manifested in its meetings. As a result, it died an early 
death.—A. A. Deering in Iowa M. J., 1889, pp. 876-8. 

The second Boone County Medical Society was organized at Montanna 
(now Boone) April 21, 1871, the following gentlemen being present: P. 8. 
Meser bt. Alleman, T. DeTarr,.W. J: Ross, L. Rick, J. J. Lewis, A. A. 
Deering, G. D. Rowe, and J. H. Noyes. 

OFFICERS elected: President, L. J. Alleman; secretary, A. A. Deering. 

The constitution and by-laws of 1866 were adopted. Only three meetings 
were held by this society, the last one in June 1872. The following two 
years found the county without an organization of any kind, and on 
June 2, 1874, a group of determined men organized a society on a larger 
basis to provide a more enduring foundation. The Boone County Medical 
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Society was dissolved on this date, as the reorganization, named ‘‘The 
Central District Medical Association,’’? came into being. ; 

The third Boone County Medical Society was organized June 2, 1874. No 
information available about this reorganization except the names of the 
physicians who formed it, as follows: Drs. L. J. Alleman, P. 8S. Moser, 
J. J. Lewis, G. A. Meredith, G. D. Rowe, W. S. Shermerhorn, O. W. Lowery, 
M. A. Parr, G. H. Grimmell, J. H. Noyes, Charles Enfield, D. M. Mathers, 
9. J. Starr, B. F. Allen, and A. A. Deering.—4. A. Deering in Iowa M. J., 
1889, pp. 367-9. 

The fourth Boone County Medical Society was the reorganization on 
August 18, 1903. 

Orricers elected: President, W. ‘Pollock of Boone; vice 
president, J. H. Nordstrum of Boone; secretary, E. M. Myers of 
Boone; censors, G. H. Stanger, G. D. Rowe, and J. C. Walker, all 
of Boone.—Iowa M. J., i%:362, 1903. 

Bremer 

This society was organized October 6, 1880. Meetings were held on the 
first Wednesday in the month. 

Orricers: President, Wm. Barber of Waverly; secretary-treasurer, 
Osear Burbank of Waverly. Governing board, not recorded. 

Nothing available as to how long this society functioned. The second 
and final organization of the Bremer County Medical Society was effected 
on September 15, 1903, at Denver. The following excerpt is taken from 
the minutes of that meeting: 

The following physicians met in Denver, lowa, September 15, 1903, 
for the purpose of organizing a county medical society: G. J. Bennett, 
Denver; C. T. Brown, C. H. Graening, A. K. Graening, O. L. Chaffee, 
WwW. A. Rohlf, L. C. Kern, O. Burbank, W. P. Barber, J. T. Auner, 
and V. V. Norton, all of Waverly; B. C. Dunkelberg, Tripoli; and 
D. A. Bradford, Janesville. Dr. W. A. Rohlf called the meeting to 
order and was chosen president, and Dr. O. L. Chaffee secretary pro 
tem. Motion made by Dr. Auner, to the effect that the physicians of 
Bremer County organize along the lines suggested by the Iowa State 
Medical Society and adopt the constitution, was seconded and carried. 
The following officers were then elected: President, G. J. Bennett, 
Denver; vice president, C. T. Brown, Waverly; secretary-treasurer, 
V. V. Norton, Waverly; censors, L. ©. Kern of Waverly, B. C. 
Dunkelberg of Tripoli, and C. E. Patterson of Sumner. <A motion 
was adopted providing that the society meet at 1:00 P.M. on the second 
Tuesday in the months of December, March, June, and September. Five 
members were to constitute a quorum, and the annual dues were set at 
three dollars payable on January 1 of each year. Admission fee was 
set at three dollars, which was to accompany the application, and 
pay the annual dues for the fiscal year. Applications for charter 
members were to be received until November 1. The secretary was 
instructed to send application blanks to the following Bremer County 
physicians not present at the meeting: C. E. Patterson, W. L. Whitmire, 
D. T. Ford, BR. E. Robinson, F. A. Osincup, R. H. Stafford, I. 8. 
Hooker, G. B. Cross, and H. C. Jungblut. A vote of thanks was extended 
to Dr. and Mrs. Bennett for the royal way in which they had enter- 
tained at a dinner during the evening. After selecting Waverly as the 
meeting’ place for December, the meeting was adjourned.—From a 
copy of the minutes of the meeting furnished by O. S. Blum, M. D. 

Buchanan 

This society was organized May 8, 1878. Number of members, 9. Annual 
meetings held on the third Thursday in May. 

First Officers: President, G. H. Hill of Independence; vice 
president, H. H. Hunt of Independence; secretary, L. M. Johnson 
of Winthrop; treasurer, H. C. Markham of Independence; censors, Drs. 
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Weir, Trout, and Markham, all of Independence.—Transactions of the 
Iowa State Med. Soc., 1879-80, Vol. 4, pp. 215-216. 
Reorganized in 1903 at Independence. Meetings held third Wednesday in 
January, March, May, July, September, and November. Annual meetings held 
third Wednesday in May 
OFFICERS: President, A. G. Shellito of Independence ; secretary, 
A. H. Hamilton of Independence.—Iowa M. J., 1903. 


Buena Vista 


This society was organized in October 1882. 

OFFICERS: President, W. H. Kerr of Storm Lake ; secretary, J. H. 
Ball of Newell; treasurer, 8. W. Jacobs of Storm Lake; censors, G. E. 
Peters of Storm Lake, L. M. Johnson of Storm Dake,-aud J. Hs Ball 
of Newell. Membership, 8. No available record as to how long this 
organization functioned. 

Reorganized August 14, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, J. M. Brooks of Newell; secretary, R. H. 

Parker of Storm Lake.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 405. 


Butler 


This society was first organized in June 1874.—Iowa M. J., 1879-80, p. 
216. No other information. 

Second organization on April 2, 1878. Meetings held quarterly commencing 
June 11, 1878. . 

OFFICERS: President, E. H. Dudley of Shell Rock ; secretary, W. H. 
Smith of Shell Rock; treasurer, D. M. Wick of New Hartford ; 
Censors, A. O. Strout of Parkersburg, Wm. Robinson of Cedar Falls, 
and W. H. Smith of Shell Rock. Membership, 10. 

The Butler County Medical Society at its meeting on June 10, 1903, 
passed resolutions favoring the adoption of the constitution in conformity 
with the State Medical Society’s constitution and appointed a committee 
composed of Dr. T. A. Hobson of Parkersburg, Dr. J. G. Evans of New 
Hartford, and Dr. O. P. Thompson. The old officers were re-elected to 
hold over until the next meeting in December, which will be held at 
Parkersburg.—Iowa M. J., iv:292, 1903. 

Reorganized December 9, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, O. P. Thompson of Shell Rock; secretary, 
J. G. Evans of New Hartford; delegate, T. A. Hobson of Parkersburg.— 
Trans. Iowa M. Soc., xuii:323, 1904. 


Calhoun 


This society was organized October 23, 1887.—Iowa St. Med. Reporter, 
V.4,467, 1888. 

The first Calhoun County Medical Society was organized about 1888 or 
1889, a call having been previously issued and notices sent to the graduate 
physicians of the county requesting them to attend a meeting at Rockwell 
City for the purpose of organizing such a society. Constitution and by-laws 
were adopted. Owing to the fact that the constitution and by-laws restricted 
membership to physicians who were graduates of accredited medical colleges, 
a number of doctors practicing then in the county were ineligible. 

OFFICERS: President, Josiah D. McVay; secretary, W. W. McMac- 
kin. Members: H. H. Baldwin, J. W. Craig, W. W. MeMackin, 
Josiah D. McVay, D. T. Martin, Duncan Reid, F. C. Stewart, D. J. 
Townsend, D. W. Wright, Henry Young. 

Meetings were held at irregular intervals for a year or two, when the 
society went down.—Stonebraker, B. E., Editor: Past and Present of 
Calhoun County, Iowa, V.1:274-275, 1918. 

Reorganized August 26, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, D. J. Townsend of Lohrville ; secretary, 
R. H. Hews of Rockwell City—Iowa M. J., iv:404, 1903. 
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Carroll 


This society was reorganized September 10, 1903: : 
Orricers: President, R. R. Williams of Manning; secretary, A. 
Kessler of Carroll.—Trans. Iowa M. Soc., xau:323, 1904. 
Note: In June 1874 a number of physicians living in Boone, Calhoun, 
Carroll, Dallas, Greene, Story and some of the adjoining counties organized 
the Central District Medical Association of Iowa. The only record of this 
old society known to be in existence is a fee bill adopted at a meeting 
held on June 19, 1876.—Stonebraker, B. E. Editor: Past and Present of 
Calhoun County, Iowa, V.1:273-274, 1915. 
Cass 

This county first organized in April 1875. 

The Botna Valley Medical Society was organized at Atlantic, Lowa, 
April, 1875. This, perhaps, was the name given to the first medical society 
organized in Cass County... . Cass County held a meeting for re- 
organization but on account of some of the members not being fully satisfied 
with the reorganization movement, as they understood it, the matter was 
postponed until such time as the desired information could be furnished.— 
Towa M. J., £:70, Jan., 1904. 

Reorganized April 4, 1904. 

Orricers: President, D. F. Findley of Atlantic; secretary, U. S. 
Mullins of Atlantic; delegate, C. L. Campbell of Atlantic— Trans. 
Iowa M. Soc., xuii:823, 1904. 


Cedar 


This society was organized August 8, 1899. This meeting was held at 
Tipton. 
Orricers elected: President, A. DeFries of Lowden ; vice president, 
Dr. E. @. Johnson of Stanwood; secretary, R. A. Nash of Tipton; 
treasurer, L. J. Leech of West Branch.—lIowa M. J., p. 396, Sept., 
1899. 
Reorganized at Tipton on October 7, 1903. 
OrriceRS elected: President, Charles W. Baker of Stanwood; 
secretary, Roscoe A. Nash of Tipton; treasurer, Louis J. Leech of 
West Branch.—Iowa M. J., ix:418, 1903. 





Cerro Gordo 


This society was organized in 1871 by Dr. A. A. Noyes. Place of organi- 
zation and names of officers and members not available. Meetings were 
held irregularly in its early days. Dr. Noyes was a member of graduating 
class, College of Physicians and Surgeons of Upper Mississippi, Davenport 
1850. 

The Cerro Gordo County Medical Society was reorganized July 29, 1903, 
with thirty charter members.—lowa M. J., ia :8238, 1908. 

The Cerro Gordo physicians met in Mason City in pursuance to a call 
from the councilor, W. J. Egloff. All the physicians in the county 
but three or four were present at the organization meeting and a 
comprehensive and free discussion relative to points involved in the 
reorganization was indulged in. The organization was completed by 
the election of officers: President, C. H. Smith, Mason City; 
secretary, F. G. Murphy. The society will meet quarterly —Iowa M. J., 
it:826, 1903. 

Officers and members of this society for the 1910 were as 
follows: President, F. E. McGlone, Mason City; vice president, A. B. 
Phillips, Clear Lake; secretary-treasurer, G. E. Dakin, Mason City. 
Members: Fred Albert, Mason City; T. T. Blaise, Mason Citys Steel 
Carlson, Rockwell City; C. E. Dakin, Magon City; W. G. EHgloff, 
Mason City; V. A. Farrell, Mason City; R. J. Hemphill, Plymouth; 
W. E. Long, Mason City; J. E. McDonald, Mason City; E. McEwen, 
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Mason City; F. E. McGlone, Mason City; 8. M. Mason, Mason City; 
F. G. Murphy, Mason City; L. E. Newcomer, Mason City; I. J. 
Nicol, Mason City; A. B. Phillips, Clear Lake; J. C. Wright, Clear 
Lake; I. G. Rhoades, Mason City; ©. P. Smith, Mason City; C. -F. 
Starr, Mason City; W. C. Sterns, Mason City; G. C. Stockman, Mason 
City; C. M. Swale, Mason City; B. F. Weston, Mason City; and A. A. 
Noyes, Mason City.—Wheeler, J. H.: History of Cerro Gordo County, 
Iowa, Lewis Pub. Co., 1910 ,Vol. I pp. 138-119. 


Cherokee 


This society was reorganized February 24, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, C. F. Quinn of Meriden; secretary, L. A. 
Westcott of Cherokee.—Iowa M. J., ix:405, 1908. 

Note: The Northwestern Iowa Medical Association was organized on 
August 7, 1878. Cherokee County joined with societies at Storm Lake, 
Aurelia, Spirit Lake (later Dickinson County Medical Society), and the 
Buena Vista County Medical Society to form this district society. No other 
early medical history of this county is available. 


Chickasaw 


This society was reorganized June 11, 1903. 
OFFICERS: President, Ira K. Gardner of New Hampton; secretary, 
Nicholas Schilling of New Hampton; delegate, A. Babeock of New 
. Hampton.—Trans. Iowa M.-Soc., xxii:3238, 1904. 
Note: Chickasaw County physicians joined with others of Floyd, Mitchell, 
Howard, Bremer, Butler, Franklin, Worth,’ and Cerro Gordo Counties in 
1871 to form the Upper Cedar Valley Association. 


Clarke 


This society was organized December 3, 1902, at Osceola. 

‘‘The physicians of Clarke County met in Osceola on December dy 
1902, and formed the Clarke County Medical Society, with constitution 
and by-laws to conform with the suggestions made by the committee 
of the A.M.A., also so as to be auxiliary to the Iowa State Medical 
Society. The following officers were elected: Presidents) .0 ) E 
Aldrich, Murray; vice president, Claude M. Walker, Osceola; secretary, 
F. W. Sells, Osceola; treasurer, F. 8. Bowen, Woodburn. The next 
meeting will be held in Osceola, Iowa, on January 7, 1903.’’—Note 
found in the Iowa Medical Journal, 1902, Vol. 8, belonging to Dr. D. 8. 
Fairchild. (On file in Prints, Iowa State Medical Library.) 

Reorganized November 5, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, J. F. Aldrich, of Murray; Secretary, J. L. 
Millard of Osceola; delegate, J. F. Aldrich of Murray.—Trans. Iowa 
M. Soce., ~x1:823, 1904. 

Clay 
This society was organized September 5, 1903. 

OFFICERS. elected: President, Charles McAllister of Spencer; vice 
president, H. O. Green of Spencer;  secretary-treasurer, Minerva 
Porter-Wertz of Spencer.—Iowa M. J., 1908, p. 862. 

Note: No other data available. 

Clayton 

This society was organized in May 1879. The organization meeting was 
held in the office of Dr. K. F. Purdy at Elkader, and the physicians present 
were S. N. Bixby and M. M. Newman of Strawberry Point; J. W. McLean of 
Volga; T. M. Sabin of Brush Creek; W. H. Boals of Garnavillo; J. M. 
Lewis and O. D. Taft of Elkport; D.. W. Chase, A. D. Hanna, K. F. 
Purdy, and G. Wheeland of Elkader. 

This was the first county society, but there had been a district 
organization for some time before.—Price, Realto E.: History of Clayton 
County, Iowa, Robert O. Law Co., 1916, p. 219, 
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Reorganized October 28, 1903. 
Orricers elected: President, W. L. Duffin, Guttenberg; secretary, 
J. D. Brownson, Monona.—lowa M. J., 1903, p. 436. 


Clinton 


This society was organized in 1857; reorganized and incorporated in Jan- 
uary 1869; by-laws revised and codified in 1874. Quarterly meetings. After 
third reorganization in 1874 only regular graduates in medicine were™ 
admitted. ; . 

First Orricers listed: President, A. B. Ireland of Camanche; 
secretary-treasurer, P. J. Farnsworth of Clinton; librarian, L. Langan 
of DeWitt; censors, D. Langan of DeWitt, G. W. Frost of Bellevue 
and ©. W. Myers of Clinton. 

The original Clinton County Medical Society embraced a membership 
from Clinton, Jackson, and Jones Counties, as well as Whiteside County 
Illinois. Membership, 21. 

Reorganized April 15, 1903. 

Orricers: President, G. A. Smith of Clinton; secretary, E. L. 
Martindale of Clinton; delegate, J. F. H. Sugg of Clinton.—Trans. 
Iowa M. Soc., xxui:3823, 1904. 


; 
4 
; 


Crawford 


This society was organized in 1897; reorganized September 11, 1903. 
Orricers: President, G. S. Waterhouse of Charter Oak; secretary, 
A. L. Randall of Charter Oak.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 404. 

Note: ‘‘No early records found. An old book in the court house contains 
early records, but nothing about medical societies. A fire destroyed the 
early files of the oldest newspaper, The Review News.’’—Dr. &. P. 
Plimpton, Denison, Iowa, March 17, 1949. 


Dallas-Guthrie 


The Guthrie County Medical Society of Stuart and vicinity was first 
organized in 1880. 

OrFricERS: President, J. A. Treat of Stuart; vice president, D. 
Black of Stuart; secretary-treasurer, J. H. Kersey of Stuart. Mem- 
bers: David Beach, J. H. Couch, J. R. Dosh, J. H. Kersey, H. C. 
LeRoy, J. E. Roper, and J. A. Treat all of Stuart; G. W. Dosh of 
Guthrie Center; J. Elliot and Ellis Horton of Earlham; Wee 
Hawley and R. W. Miller of Menlo; James Lonsdale of Glenden; 
E. P. Maulsby of Carey; and M. G. Sloan of Dexter.—Med. & Surg. 
Dir. of Towa, 1886. 

The Dallas County Medical Society was organized in November 1868. Dr. 
M. B. Manesby, President, began practice in Dallas County in 1854.— 
Fairchild. 

Reorganization of Dallas-Guthrie Medical Society at Panora October 22, 
1903; 25 members present. 

Orricers: President, F. L. Rogers of Perry; secretary, W. E. 
Seott of Adel.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 435. 


Davis 
This society was first organized on April 2, 1870, as ‘‘ Bloomfield (Davis 
County) Academy of Medicine and Science.’’? This was not strictly a medical 
society, since members of the other professions were admitted. Meetings 
were held on Wednesday evening of each week. 

First Orricers: President, Wm. McK. Findley of Bloomfield; vice 
president, John Dunshee of Bloomfield; secretary, J. W. Young 
of Bloomfield; executive committee, E. J. Shelton and D. C. Greenleaf 
of Bloomfield. Members: J. W. Caldwell, John Dunshee, F. W. 
Eichelberg (Lawyer), Wm. McK. Findley, D. C. Greenleaf, F. W. 
Moore (Attorney), T. J. Selman, J. J. Selman, E. K. Shelton E. J. 


N ortheast 


District 





Asa B. Bowen 
Maquoketa, Iowa 
(1842-1925) 


Paul Erastus Gardner 
New Hampton, lowa 
(1873- ) 


George Kessel 
Cresco, Iowa 
(1856-194 5) 


John McMaster Ristine 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
(1847-1919) 


George Reed Skinner 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
(1837-1920) 


John W. Finley 
Dubuque, Iowa 
(1807-1877) 


George McClellen Staples 
Dubuque, Iowa 
(1827-1895) 


Oscar Burbank 
Waverly, Iowa 
(1819-1908) 


Henry H. Clark 
McGregor, Iowa 
(1842-1925) 


John Gates House 
Independence, Iowa 
(1816-1880) 


Philo Judson Farnsworth 
Clinton, Iowa 


(1832-1909) 


Stephen Langworthy 
Dubuque, Iowa 
(1777-1848) 


Aaron A. Noyes 
Mason City, Iowa 
(1822-1915) 


Gershom Hyde Hill 
Independence, Iowa 
(1846-1926) 


Charles C. Bradley 
Manchester, Iowa 
(1842-1920) 
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Shelton, H. C. Traverse (Attorney), and J. W. Young, all of Bloom- 
field; D. W. Dooley and T. J. Halstead of Savannah; and T. B. 
Herrold of Stilesville-—Medical and Surgical Directory, Lowa Report, 
1880-1. 
Reorganized on September 17, 1903. 
Orricers: President, C. C. Heady of Bloomfield; secretary, H. ©. 
Young of Bloomfield.—lowa M. J., 1908, p. 404. 


Decatur 


This society was organized January §, 1875, auxiliary to the Iowa State 
Medical Society. 

OFFICERS: President, J. RB. McClelland of Leon; vice president, 
W. J. Laney of Decatur City; recording secretary, H. R. Layton of 
Leon; treasurer, W. A. Todd of Garden Grove. 

Organization meeting June 8, 1875. 

Members present: W. A. Todd, Vv. L. Chester, and Dr. Stuart of 
Garden Grove; J. P. Finley, J. R. McClelland, H. R. Layton, and 
Dr. Sanford of Leon. Dr. Todd was chosen temporary chairman. 

OFFICERS elected: President, J. R. McClelland; secretary, H. RB. 
Layton. Drs. W. J. Laney and H. C. Bone, both of Decatur City, 
became members at the second meeting. 

This society has functioned continuously since its organization and is 
rated high among the various societies of the state-—Howell, J. M., and 
Smith, H. C.: History of Decatur County, Lowa, and Its People. 8. d. 
Clarke Pub. Co., 1915, Vol. I. 

Note: The first version of the organization of this society is probably 
correct since Dr. Lathrop, publisher of ‘‘The Medical and Surgical 
Directory of Iowa’’ is the authority for the statement. The second version 
+s the J. M. Howell and H. C. Smith report of the first organization. It 
is presumed these authors were not physicians. 

Members 1880-81: H. ©. Bone of Westerville; M. Daniels of Terre 
Haute; J. P. Finley, Sr., R. D. Gardner, J. F. Hildreth, H. RB. Layton, 
J. R. McClelland, and L. H. Sales, all of Leon; A. Hamilton, TGs 
Macey, and W. C. Wheeler of Pleasanton; W. J. Laney and Henry 
Parish of Decatur City; 0. W. dalle of Davis City; and T. F. 
Calbraith and N. M. Smith, locations unknown.—Med. & Surg. Dir. 
of Iowa, 1880-81. 

Reorganized March 31, 1904, with nine members. 

Orricers: President, F. A. Bowman of Leon; secretary, B. L. 
Eiker of Decatur; delegate, B. L. Eiker of Decatur.—Trans. Iowa M. 
Soc., xuvi:823, 1904. 


Delaware 


This society was organized August 4, 1869.—Trans. Iowa M. Soc., 1879-80. 
Orricers. 1884: President, G. H. Fuller of Delhi; secretary, 
w. @. Allen of Hopkinton. Members: W. CG. Allen and W. H. Finley 
of Hopkinton; 8. N. Bixby of Strawberry Point; L. Blanchard, M. M. 
Newsome, and G. H. Peters of Edgewood; M. Blodgett and W. W. 
Newsome of Greeley; A. Boomer and G. H. Fuller of Delhi; C. A. 
Bradley of Delaware; C. C. Bradley, N. 8S. Craig, B. H. Reynolds, 
J. W. Robbins, and W. B. Sherman, all of Manchester; 8. Cummings 
of Sand Springs; S. Haskins of Earlville; and W. ©. MeCanon, location 
unknown.—Med. & Surg.. Dir. of Iowa, 1884. 

The Delaware County Medical Society was reorganized December §, 
1903, with 26° charter members. Dr. C. B. Rogers of Earlville and Dr. E. J. 
Wintenburg of Van Nuys, California, are the only two of these charter 
members still in practice. Drs. J.. J. Lindsey and Thomas J. Burns of 
Manchester are still living, but retired from the practice of medicine. In 
May 1948, Dr. ©. B. Rogers of Earlville was presented with a fifty year 
practice award and button by the state and county societies, 
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Meetings were originally held quarterly, being combination scientific and 
business meetings. At the beginning, the society was quite active in trying 
to influence and raise the standards of the practice of medicine in Delaware 
County. Following World War I, due to a marked decrease in the number 
of practicing physicians in the county, the society became somewhat irregular 
in its meetings from year to year; and in some years merely organizational 
meetings were held. With the death of some of the elderly doctors, the 
practicing physicians in Delaware County decreased to a low of seven. Fol- 
lowing World War II, monthly meetings have been re-established and 
attended quite well, joint dinners being held with the wives in the Woman’s 
Auxiliary and separate meetings for each following the dinner. 

In the last four years this society has been quite active in working 
toward and contributing to the construction of the new Delaware County 
Memorial Hospital, which we feel will do much to raise the standards of 
medicine in this county.—Contributed by R. EF. Clark, M.D., Manchester, 
Iowa February 22, 1949. 


Des Moines 


This society agreeably to notice, a meeting of the physicians of Des 
Moines, was held at Burlington June 17, 1852, for the purpose of forming a 
Medical Association. A society to be called the ‘‘Des Moines County 
Medical Society’’ was organized, and the following officers chosen for the 
ensuing’ year: J. F. Henry, President; E. Lowe, vice president; J. T. 
Page, recording secretary; J. H. Rauch, corresponding secretary; I 
Searff, treasurer. 

Voted, that a notice of the organization of this Society be forwarded 
for publication to the ‘‘Western Medico-Chirurgical Journal.’’ 

J. T. Page, Secretary.— 

West. Med.-Chwr. Jowr. 1852-54, p. 153, Aug. 2. 

Reorganized at Burlington on November 19, 1873. 

OFFICERS: President, F. Kuithan of Burlington; vice president, 
D. McBill of Burlington; secretary-treasurer, G. Nelson Jones of 
Burlington. Membership 20. 

Annual meeting, third Wednesday in November.—Trans. Iowa M. Soc., 
iv:218, 1879-80. 

Reorganized in 1905. 

OFFICERS (1907); President, E. E. Kirkendall of West Burlington; 
secretary, F. E. Koch, Burlington.—Iowa M. J., xiii:351, 1906-07. 
Dickinson 

This society was organized on September 7, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, A. E. Rector of Spirit Lake; secretary, E. A. 
Bare of Superior.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 404. 

Note: According to Dr. Ferdinand J. Smith of Milford, Iowa, whose 
Medical History of Dickinson County was published in the Journal of the 
Iowa State Medical Society in 1946, the first medical society was organized 
in 1902.—J. Iowa M. Soc., September, 1946. 

When the Northwestern Medical Association was organized on August 7, 
1878, Dickinson County was included. There is no record of any previous 
or subsequent county society until the county was organized on September 
de 1903: 

Dubuque 


This society was organized January 10, 1856. On that date the name of the 
Northwest Medical Society, which was organized at Dubuque on January 
10, 1853, was changed to the Dubuque Medical Society. At this time the 
requirements for membership were raised. Articles of incorporation were 
filed on June 21, 1874. The names of the members thus associated were 
Drs. Finley, Sprague, Horr, Watson, Belden, N. B. Mathews, George M. 
Staples, J, C. Lay, Benjamin McCluer, H. J. Rischatsch, Wesley McKee, 
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W. H. Waples, M. E. Connelly, Karl Misling, H. W. Smith, and Silas T. 
Tremain. 

Reorganized on February 9, 1904. The charter and by-laws of the Dubuque 
Medical Society were revised under the reorganization plan of the American 
Medical Association, and the word County inserted in its title when it 
entered into an affiliation with that association and the Towa State Medical 
Society. Futher ‘‘Renewal and Amended Articles of Incorporation of the 
Dubuque County Medical Society’? were filed for record on November 12, 
1926, having to do largely with the protection of its members in relation 
to unethical types of contract and lodge practice springing) up in the 
community. 

In 1929, as additions to By-Laws there was also exhibited a growing senti- 
ment against certain kinds of clinic and group forms of practice for 
pecuniary gain. with advertising in lay journals, newspapers, and other 
places. The Dubuque profession, always ultraconservative, thus set its face 
against all forms of private clinic practices which might seem, in the 
slightest degree, to tend to lower the high standard of organized medicine 
as demanded in Dubuque County.—Langworthy, IH. G.: History of Medicine 
in Dubuque County, J. Lowa M. Soc., xxvii:132, 1937. 


Emmet 


This society was organized on October 8, 1903, in the office of Dr. Ci Bi 
Adams at Estherville. 

Orricers: President, C. B. Adams of Estherville; vice president, 
Alice Stinson of Estherville; secretary-treasurer, W. E. Bradley, of 
Estherville; censors, J. A. Finlayson of Armstrong, E. W. Bachman 
of Estherville and Albert Anderson of Estherville; delegate, C. E. 
Birney of Estherville. Charter members: OC. B. Adams, Albert 
Anderson, C. E. Birney, W. E. Bradley, E. W. Bachman, and Alice 
Stinson, all of Estherville; and J. A. Finlayson of Armstrong. Society 
dues were $2.50, of which fifty.cents was for county and two dollars 
for state. On December 15, 1903, the following new members joined: 
M. E. Wilson of Estherville; G. A. Woodcock of Graettinger; and 
©. N. Bossingham of Ringsted. In 1904 the following men became 
members: J. B. Knipe of Armstrong; L. E. Maker of Dolliver; and 
L. F. Richardson of Esherville. 

In 1906 the society adopted .a resolution refusing to accept a cut of 
from five to three dollars for examination of insurance applicants, having 
been advised by insurance companies of the contemplated cut. Included in 
the resolution was a request that all the component societies making up 
the State Society adopt the same resolution. In 1907 the county society 
passed another resolution to the effect that no member would submit bids 
for any form of contract practice. In 1916 the dues were raised to $5.00. 
In 1925 the following notice appeared in the county paper: ‘«The following 
resolutions were passed by the Emmet County Medical Society at the 
annual meeting December 1, 1925: (1) That all confinement work be cash 
and that no cases will be taken care of unless a physician is engaged 
previous to time patient is taken sick. (2) That for the good of the 
community and the medical profession concerned, be it further resolved that 
we will not under any circumstances consult with any member of a healing 
eult such as chiropractors and osteopaths, nor will we accept any cases or 
treat them who have been treated for the existing conditions by any of such 
said cults. This to apply in and for Emmet County.’’ In 1928 the dues 
were raised to $10.00. In 1932 considerable ado took place between the 
county medical society and the county board of supervisors regarding the 
fee for and care of county indigents. With ten cent corn and eight cent 
oats there was no money with which to pay anyone or do anything. From 
1932 until 1947 the doctors of the county were too busy for anything 
but work recovering from the depression, collecting bills, and getting through 
the war years. Four of the doctors were in government service. In 1947 
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Dr, ©. E. Birney and Dr. Alice Stinson became members of the ‘‘50 Year 
Club.’’—Contributed by C. Smith Kirkegaard, M.D., Estherville, Iowa. 


Fayette 


- This society was organized in December 1868. 
OFFICERS: President, S. E. Robinson of West Union; vice president, 
N. A. Drake of Ossian; secretary-treasurer, G. D. Darnall of West 
Union; corresponding secretary, C. C. Parker of West Union; censors, 
W. ©. Lewis of Clermont, and ©. ©. Parker and 8. E. Robinson of 
West Union. 

There were 21 members, 13 of whom resided in Fayette County, two in 
Winneshiek County, one in Kossuth County, two in Clayton County, 
one in Scott County, one in Chickasaw County, and one in Bremer 
County. 

Floyd 


The first medical meeting in Floyd County convened in Charles City 
September 22, 1871. This meeting was called by physicians of Charles 
_ City. The committee issuing the call was composed of Drs. J. W. Smith, 
L. P. Fitch, J. W. Nabersburg, and E. J. Williams. The following physicians 
responded to the eall: 

S. B. Chase of Osage (Bowdoin Med. Col., L649 en dIs= Wo omith of 
Charles City (Yale Med. Col., 1850); W. S. Pitts of Fredericksburg 
(Rush Med.-Col., 1850); W. S. Turner of Osage (Ohio Med. Col., 
1861); J. W. Nabersburg of Charles City, (Iowa) Univ. 71865) 5°32. 
Gardner of Lawler (Michigan Univ., 1870); A. H. Wright of Dover 
(Michigan Univ., 1870); J. L. Whitely of Osage (Rush Med. Col., 
1869) ; John G. Ogden of Mason City (New York City Med. Col., 1847) ; 
and L. P. Fitch of Charles City (Col. Phys. & Surg., N.Y.C., 1864). 

This meeting resulted in the organization of ‘‘The Upper Cedar Valley 
Medical Association,’’ including the counties of Floyd, Mitchell, Howard, 
Chickasaw, Bremer, Butler, Franklin, Cerro Gordo, and Worth. 

FIRST OFFICERS: President, S. B. Chase of Osage; vice president, 
J. W. Smith of Charles City; secretary, L. P. Fitch of Charles City; 
treasurer, W. 8. Pitts of Fredericksburg. 

The first annual meeting (1872) was held in Osage. After that all 
meétings were held in Charles City.—Miner, James B.: Medical History of 
Floyd County, J. Iowa M. Soc., wuxii:441, 1942. 

Floyd County was organized in October 1903, with Dr. 8. R. Hewitt of 
Charles City being elected secretary. Dr. Hewitt. was chairman of the 
reorganization meeting.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 418. 


Franklin 


This society was organized February 15, 1876. 

OFFICERS elected: President, O. B. Harriman of Hampton; vice 
president, C. H. Tidd of Geneva; secretary, J. H. Hutchins of 
Hampton; treasurer, J. B. Galer of Hampton. Other doctors present 
were J. J. Leas and J. 8. Hurd of Hampton. 

Regular meetings were held for a number of years, but interest waned and 
the society was abandoned.—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1876-77, 
Reorganized August 6, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, C. H. Tidd of Geneva; secretary, J. C. 
Powers of Hampton; delegate, J. ©. Powers of Hampton.—T rans. 
Iowa M. Soc., xauii:324, 1904. 

Reorganization occurred in 1907. 

OFFICERS elected: President, F. L. Seiberts of Geneva ;. vice 
president, A. J. Hobson of Hampton; secretary-treasurer, F. E. St. 
Clair of Hampton; censors, J. H. Hutchinson and J. C. Powers of 
Hampton, and W. D. Leach of Alexander.—History of Franklin and 
Cerro Gordo Counties, Union Publishing Co., Springfield, Ill., 18838, 
p. 208. 
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Fremont 





This society was organized before 1876. 
OFFICERS (1876): President, W. L. Bogan of Hamburg; secretary, 
T. H. Bragg of Hamburg. 
(<‘No report could be obtained from the Secretary of this Associa- 
tion.’’)—Med. & Surg. Dir., 1876. 
Reorganized in 1904. 
OFFICERS (1905): President, E. F. Cowger of Riverton; secretary, ] 
EK. E. Harris of Tabor; delegate, C. E. Hoover of Hamburg.—Trans. 
Iowa M. Soc., xxi:883, 1905. 


Greene 


(Taken from Original Journal and Day Book of the County Society) 

This society was organized at the Head House, Jefferson, Iowa, on 
November 9, 1903. The meeting was called to order by Dr. C. H. Churchill 
of Fort Dodge, Counsellor of the tenth district. Dr. E. E. Dorr, Chairman 
of the Board of Counsellors, was present. The doctors present were: Charles 
Enfield, G. H. Grimmel, J. W. Presnell, O. W. Lowery, S. M. Kline, 
H. N. Anderson, A. J. Grimmel, F. M. Dean, R. J. Cluen, O. ©. Lohr, 
S. C. Kirby, L. F. Hoyt, G. W. Kester, W. M: Youno; Sande ee: 
Arthur. A reading of constitution and by-laws for county societies 
was made by Dr. C. H. Churchill. They were adopted with the additions 
that the dues of this society shall be three dollars per year, and that 
meetings shall be held at 2:00 o’clock P.M. on the second Tuesday / 
of March, June, September, and December. Officers elected at this 
meeting were: President, Dr. F. M. Dean; vice president, Dr. Gao: 
Grimmel; secretary-treasurer, Dr. G. W. Kester; and censors were Dr. 
J. W. Presnell, Dr. F. M. Dean, and Dr. Charles Enfield. 

The second meeting of the Greene County Medical Society was called 
to order on December 8, 1903. At this meeting a motion carried which 
stated that all members who made application be made members of the 
society. At this meeting the following doctors became Charter Members: 
S. M. Kline, Charles Enfield, H. N. Anderson, R. J. Cluen, F. M. Dean, 
L. F. Hoyt, G. H. Grimmel, S. C. Kirby, A. J. Grimmel, O. W. Lowery, 
W. M.- Young, S. H. Arthur, J’ W. Presnell, =J; Ho Shitley, “and= Gia. 
Kester. At this meeting Dr. J. W. Presnell was elected delegate to the 
State Medical Society for two years. It is interesting to note that the 
original county society consisted of fifteen charter members, but there 
were also thirteen doctors in Greene County who were eligible for member- 
ship who did not join. In fact, the county society fought a losing battle 
against the non-members for nine years, or until 1912. There even were no 
meetings from March 1905 until January 24, 1912. However, at this time 
the Society began to recover and again listed fifteen members, but there 
were only seven non-members, and by 1914 the society boasted a membership 
of twenty-one members. From this time on the original Day Book no longer 
contained a list of the non-members of the Green County Medical Society, 
and with only a few exceptions meetings have been held regularly ever 
since. The society then became the predominate governing and _ scientific 
organization of the medical profession of this county, a place which it 
has held ever since.—Contributed by L. C. Nelson, M.D., Jefferson, Iowa. 

Note: No early data available only that Greene County belonged to the 
Central District Medical Association which was organized in June, 1874. 


Grundy 


This society was organized August 25, 1903. 
OFFICERS elected: President, E. A. Crouse of Grundy Center; 
secretary, E. A. Hoefer of Reinbeck.—Iowa M. J., %:404, 1908. 
No other data is available. There appears to have been no previous 
organization. 
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Guthrie 


This society was organized at Stuart on September 23, 1880. 

OFFICERS elected: President, D. Beach; secretary, J. R. Dosh. 
Members: J. R. Dosh, J. H. Kersey, J. E. Roper, D, Beach, H. C. 
Leroy, J. Lonsdale, W. A. Hawley, R. W. Miller, and J. H. Crouch.— 
Continental Historical Co., Springfield, Ill., 1884, p. 898. 

Reorganization of the Dallas-Guthrie Medical Society occurred at Panora 
on October 22, 1903. | 

OFFICERS: President, F. L. Rogers of Perry; secretary, W. E. Scott 
of Adel. There were 25 members present.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 435. 


Hamilton 


The first organization data not available. 

Note: ‘‘The Hamilton County Medical Society has disbanded and formed 
into the Northwestern Medical Association, including the counties of 
Story, Hamilton, and Wright, and counties west along the C. & N. W. R. R. 
This society meets on second Wednesday of April and November. Most 
of the members also attend the Central District Society.’’—Iowa State 
Medical Reporter, 1885-86, p. 108. 

Organized September 3, 1903. 

OFFICERS elected: President, F. E. Whitney of Webster City: 
secretary, C. W. Rummel of Webster City—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 404. 


Hancock 


This society was organized December 1, 1903. 
OFFICERS elected: President, H. M. Hoag of Garner; secretary, 
EK. A. Couper of Britt—Iowa M. J. 1903, p. 449. 
In 1915 this society joined with Winnebago county to form the Hancock- 
Winnebago County Society. 


Hardin 


This society was organized July 1, 1873. First named ‘‘Hardin County 
Medical Association. ’? 
OrricerRS: President, J. H. Crisack; secretary, EH. H. King. No 
other officers recorded. Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1876 
The society lapsed in 1878. Attempts to reorganize failed until 1899 
when, on May 15, all county physicians duly qualified-regulars, eclectics, 
and, homeopaths—were invited by Dr. N. C. Morse to meet at the court 
house in Eldora. Reorganization was effected with the following officers 
elected: 

OFFICERS: President, Dr. Symington; vice president, Dr. N. C. 
Morse; secretary-treasurer, Dr. Wm. E. Whitney; trustees, Drs. J. E. 
King, Lewis, and H. C. Willett. 

The first physician in the county was Dr. R. 8. Parker, who located in 
Eldora in 1851.—J. Iowa M. Soc., xaviii:522 1938. 
Reorganized September 15, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, W. P. Burke of Iowa Falls; secretary, 

Wm. E. Whitney of Eldora.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 404. 


Harrison 


This society was organized in 1880 in Missouri Valley. 

OFFICERS 1886-87: President, G. W. Coit of Missouri Valley; vice 
president, E. J. Chapman of Missouri Walley we secretary. 8 C1. W. 
McGayvren of Missouri Valley; treasurer, Dr. Edwards of Woodbine; 
censors, I. C. Wood of Logan, J. W. Huff of Missouri Valley, and 
T. McFarland of Mondamin. Members 1886-87: E. J. Chapman, 
OPN ae CCinw lt eeW. Hutt CG. .W. McGavren, and G. H. McGavren, all 
of Missouri Valley; I. C. Woods of Logan; T. McFarland of Mondamin; 
and Dr. Edward of Woodbine. 

Reorganized May 14, 1903. 
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OFFICERS: President, I. C. Wood of Logan; secretary, J. H. — 
Gasson of Missouri Valley—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 404. 


Henry 
The Henry County physicians organized on July 15, 1903, adopting the 
new Constitution and By-Laws. 
OFFICERS elected: President, J. M. Evans, Salem; vice president, 
C. W. Gardner of Winfield; secretary-treasurer, W. 8. Lessenger of 
Mt. Pleasant.—lIowa M. J., 1903, p. 326. 


Note: Henry. County belonged to the Southeastern Iowa District Medical 

Society prior to the organization of the County Society in 1903. The 
territory embraced by the Society was the First Iowa Congressional 4 
District, which includes Henry County, plus Muscatine County.—Dr. C. A. ! 
Boice, Washington, Iowa, 1949. 
Howard j 


This society was organized October 17, 1877, at Cresco. The Howard County 
Medical Society was composed of physicians from Howard County and 
neighboring towns. 

OFFICERS (1879): President, L. A. Merriam of Cresco; vice president, 
J. W. Reed of Lime Springs; secretary, L. A. Merriam of Cresco; 
treasurer, J. W. Reed of Lime Springs.—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 
1880-81. 

Censors (1879): Drs. L. A. Merriam, J. W. Reed, and C. D. Roome 
of Ridgeway. Number of members, 3. Annual meeting on third 
Wednesday in October.—Trans. Iowa Med. Soc. vol. 4, 1879-80. 

Reorganized in 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, C. D. Roome of Cresco; secretary, Elizabeth 
A. Almond of Cresco; delegate, George Kessel of Cresco.—Trans. Iowa 
M. Soc., xuw:356, 1904. 


Humboldt 


This society was organized August 25, 1903. 
OFFICERS: President, U. G. Grigsby of Humboldt; secretary, H. C. 
Doan of Humboldt.—lowa M. J., 1903, p. 404. 
No other data available. 


Ida 


This society was organized April 5, 1882, under name of Maple Valley 
Medical Society. 
OFFICERS: President, Dr. Davis; vice president, G. C. Moorehead; 
secretary-treasurer, Dr. Emmert,—Moorehead, G. C.: Medical History 
of Ida County, J. Iowa M. Soc., xuvi:710, 1936. 
Reorganized October 22, 1905. 
OFFICERS: President, A. M. Bilby of Galva; secretary,.G. C. 
Moorehead of Ida Grove.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 449. 


Iowa 
This society was organized in May 1878. 
Meetings held on last Tuesday in May (annual meeting), August, 
November, and February. 
OFFICERS: President, J. S. Watts of Millersburg; vice president, 
J. M. Huston of Victor; secretary, J. E. Jones of Stellapolis; treasurer, 
Wm. C. Schultze of Marenigo. Members: J. T. Bartlette, D. C. 
Brockman, and W. C. Schultze of Marengo; John Bricker and D. B. 
Darr of Ladora; H. O. Bates and J. 8. Watts of Millersburg; J. E. 
Jones of Stellapolis; and George Welsh of Lytle City.—Med. & Surg. 
Dir. of Iowa, 1883-84. 
Reorganized October 9, 1903. 
OFFICERS elected: President, A. C. Moon of Williamsburg; secretary, 
E. B. Henderson of Marengo.—lowa M. J., 1903, p. 418. 
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Jackson 
This society was organized May 20, 1881. 
OFFICERS: President, J. F. H. Sugg of Sabula; vice president, 
C. O. Johnson of Maquoketa; secretary, D. N. Loose of Maquoketa; 
treasurer, A. B. Bowen of Maquoketa » censors, J. W. Eckles of 
Fulton, J. Gilmore of Baldwin, and G. Truax of Maquoketa. Members: 
A. B. Bowen, C. O. Johnson, D. N. Loose, C. N. Schrader, and G. 
Truax of Maquoketa; J. W. Eckles and F. 8. Johnson of Fulton ; 
A. 8. Carahan of Andrew; M. J. Belden of Canton ; J. Gilmore of 
Baldwin; J. Jenkins of Preston; L. Miller of Bellevue Soret DAS 
Packard of Monmouth; and J. F. H. Sugg of Sabula.—Med. & Surg. 
Dir. of Iowa, 1883-84. 
Reorganized October 20, 1903. ; 
OFFICERS elected: President, J. J. Daly of Maquoketa; secretary, 
W. C. Post of Maquoketa.—Iowa M. dem U Sse De 4S: 
: Jasper 
This society was organized in 1879. Annual meeting held third Wednesday 
in October, Members, 9. 
OFFICERS: President, H. E. Hunter of Newton; vice president, 
D. W. Smouse of Monroe; secretary, B. M. Failor of Newton.—Trans. 
Iowa M. Soc., Vol. 4, 1879-80. 
Reorganized September 15, 1903. 
OFFICERS: President, L. ©. S. Turner of Colfax ; secretary, H. P. 
Engle of Newton.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 404. 


Jefferson 


This society was organized January 18, 1876. 
Meetings held third Tuesday of each month at Fairfield; members, 20. 

OFFICERS: President, P. N. Wood of Fairfield; secretary, A. C. D: 
Bradshaw of Fairfield.—Med. & Surg. Dir., 1883-84, 

Reorganized July 10, 1903. 
OFFICERS: President, S. K. Davis of Libertyville; secretary-treasurer, 
A. S. Hague of Fairfield—IJowa M. Jee LOUD. toe. 
Johnson 
This society was organized in 1876. 

OFFICERS: President, E. F. Clapp of Iowa City; vice president, 
R. W. Pryce of Iowa City; secretary, E. H. Shaeffer of Towa City ; 
treasurer, N. R. Tullis of Iowa City; board of censors, J. C. Shrader 
and Gustav Hinrichs of Iowa City.—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1883- 
84, 

A Johnson County Medical Society was first organized January 3, 
1870. Meetings were held on last Saturday of each month. It was an 
incorporated body and had a select membership of six. 

OFFICERS: President, T. S. Mahan of Iowa City; vice president, 
Henry Murray of Iowa City; secretary, Frederick Lloyd of Iowa 
City; trustees, Henry Murray, David Stewart, and Frederick Lloyd 
of Iowa City. Members: Frederick Lloyd, Henry Murray, T. S. Mahan, 
David Stewart, and two doctors whose names are unknown, all of 
Iowa City. 

Reorganized in 1904. 

OFFICERS: President, W. L. Bierring of Iowa City; secretary, 
J. A. Valenta of Iowa City; delegate, J. B. Kessler’ of Iowa City.— 
Trans Iowa M. Soc., xxii:358, 1904. 


; Jones 
This society was organized in December 1872. 
Membership, 16; all graduates listed. 


OFFICERS: President, Ira Bates of Viroqua; vice president, J. H. 
Phillips of Monticello; secretary, W. Stoddart of Anamosa; treasurer, 


Southwest District 





Fred Moore 
Des Moines, Iowa 
(1883-1941) 


Edward Elisha Dorr 
Des Moines, Iowa 
(1863-1928) 


Frank Ernest Sampson 
Creston, Iowa 
(1866- ) 


Josiah‘ Forrest Kennedy 
Des Moines, Iowa 
(1834-1907) 


Philip Wesley Lewellyn 
Clarinda, Iowa 
(1840-1905) 


Samuel Bailey 
Mt. Ayr, Iowa 
(1851-1918) 





* 


Charles Hamilton Rawson 
Des Moines, Iowa 
(1828-1884) 


David Findley 
Lewis & Atlantic, Iowa 
(1830-1910) 


Bartlett N. Torrey 
Creston, Iowa 
(1846-1920) 


Oliver Smith Reiley 
Red Oak, Iowa 
(1841-1916) 


John Edmond Howe 
Greenfield, Iowa 
(1847- 1917) 


Thomas Morford Throckmorton 
Chariton, Iowa 
(1852-1940) 


Benjamin S. Walker 
Corydon, Iowa 
(1873-1943) 


J. Frank Aldrich 
Shenandoah & Clarinda, Iowa 
(1873- ) 


John A. Rawls 
Creston, Iowa 
(1848-1910) 
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C. Joslin of Anamosa. Members: L. J. Adair, Edwin Blakslee, Clark 
Joslin, James Joslin, J. G. McGuire, W. M. Skinner, Wm. 
Stoddart, and A. O. Strout of Anamosa; Ira Bates of Viroqua; Frank 
Merriman and J. H. Phillips of Monticello; James M. Paul of Onslow ; 
W. H. Calkins of Wyoming; E. S. Carlisle of Center Junction yes 
White of Olin; and Milton Shoemaker of Martelle.—Med. & Surg... Dir. 
of Iowa. 

Reorganized September 22, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, W. R. Brock of Olin; secretary, °H. + W. © 
Sigworth of Anamosa; delegate, A. G. Hejinian of Anamosa.—Trans. 
Iowa M. Soc., xxii:324, 1904. 

: Keokuk 
The physicians of Keokuk County met at Sigourney May 13, 1858, 
for the purpose of re-organizing the Keokuk County Medical Asso- 
ciation. Dr. W. B. Smith was called to the Chair, and Dr. H. W. Jay 
appointed Secretary. 

OFFICERS: President, A. Parks; vice president, F. A. Dorr ; 
recording secretary, H. W. Jay; corresponding secretary, W. B. 
Smith; treasurer, A. C. Price; board of censors, Drs. Belden, Smith, 
Parks, Dorr and Price. 

Delegates - Drs. A. Parks, F. A. Dorr, H. W. Jay and W. B. Smith to 
the Iowa State Medical Society. 

On motion, the code of ethics of the American Medical Association 
was adopted.—Iowa Med. Jour. Vol. 4, No. 4, April, May and June 
1858. 

There is no record of the original organization available. 

Reorganized in 1868. Meetings quarterly. Membership not recorded. 

OFFICERS: President, C. C. Wilson of Springfield; vice president, 
J. F. Richardson of Harper; secretary, T. W. Mulhearn of Ioka : 
corresponding secretary-treasurer, T. B. McWilliams of Sigourney ; 
board of censors, Daniel McFarlane of Keota, J. H. Hair of Sigourney, 
and R. 8. Brice of Keota—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1876. 

Reorganized October 9, 1879. Meetings held semi-annually on the second 
Tuesday in May and November. 

OFFICERS: President, S. D. Cook of Sigourney; vice president, 
J. F. Richardson of Harper; recording and corresponding secretary, 
T. B. McWilliams of Sigourney; treasurer, J. D. Gray of Talleyrand; 
censors, D. McFarlane of Keota, I. M. Auld of Keota, and I. G. 
Henderson of Harper. Members: S. D. Cook. H.. Hair and 1) B: 
McWilliams of Sigourney; I. M. Auld and D. McFarlane of Keota : 
A. 8S. Hale and W. W. Newsome of South English; I. G. Henderson 
and J. F. Richardson of Harper; P. Sherlock of Laneaster; J. D. 
Henry of Martinsburg; W. H. Koogler and E. Quinn of What Cheer; 
C. McKinnis of Ioka; Eugene McMeel of Kinross; J. D. Davis of 
Nausau; and J. D. Gray of Talleyrand. 

Final reorganization October 27, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, Wm. Pfannebecker of Sigourney; secretary, 
C. A. Trumbauer of Keota.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 418. 

Kossuth 

This society was organized prior to 1897. 

The Kossuth County Medical Society held its annual meeting at Algona 
Tuesday, January 12, 1897. Members present were Drs. Garfield, McCoy, 
Stull, Morse, and Kenefick of Algona; Kenney of Wesley; Paul of Ban- 
croft; and Peters of Burt. 

OFFICERS elected: President, Dr. Morse of Algona; vice president, 
Dr. Kenney of Wesley; secretary-treasurer, Dr. Peters of Burt. 

The next regular meeting will be held at Algona early in April—Iowa M. 
J., Wt:338, 1897. 

Reorganized July 7, 1903. 
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OFFICERS elected: President, F. T. Seely of Algona; — secretary, 
C. H. Cretzmeyer of Algona.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 326. 


Lee 


The first medical society organized in Lee county was the Medical 
Society of the City of Keokuk, when a group of physicians met on Septem- 
ber 26, 1850. 

OFFICERS: President, John F. Sanford; secretary, E. E. Ford. 

Members: 13, James Millard, D. L. MeGugin, M. F. Collins, A. A. 
Heminway, B. N. Bond, Freeman Knowles, J. C. Hughes, E. R. Ford, 
J. Haines, John F. Sanford, Samuel G. Armour, Isaac Gallind, A. 8S. 
Hudson. 

A Constitution and By-Laws was adopted. This society merged with the 
Lee County Medical Society in 1853. This society met on first and 
third Tuesdays of each month from September to June. . 

OFFICERS: President, H. T. Cleaver; secretary-treasurer, A. M. 
Carpenter. Members: A. .M. Carpenter, H.- T. Cleaver, M. A, 
Collins, Paschal Davis, J. C. Hughes, Sr., J. C. Hughes, Jr., George 
F. Jenkins, A. P. McDonald, Henry Oleson, F. M. Tote, R. H. Wyman, 
C. H. Winslow, and A. Wiseman, all of Keokuk.—Med. & Surg. 
Directory of Iowa, 1876, p. 78. 

Reorganized July 12, 1903, at Fort Madison. Thirty-seven physicians 
responded to the call issued by Dr. C. E. Ruth, Councilor for the First 
District. The Constitution and By-Laws proposed by the National Committee 
were adopted. 

OFFICERS elected: President, F. C. Roberts of Fort Madison; vice 
president, Frank M. Fuller of Keokuk; secretary, John Down of 
Fort Madison; treasurer, W. F. Sloat of Denmark. 

Note: THE KEOKUK CiITy PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY, organization date 
unknown, was incorporated in February 1880. 

OFFICERS: President, A. M. Carpenter; vice president, Wm. Bertram; 
secretary, P. V. Miller. Members: Wm. Bertram, A. M. Carpenter, 
Willis H. Davis, Paschal Davis, P. V: Miller, W. H. Turner, R. H. 
Wyman, F. W. Wyman, all of Keokuk, and C. A. Leech of Montrose.— 
Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1880-81. 


Linn 


This society was organized in 1859 at Mt. Vernon by Drs. Love, Ely, 
Ristine, Carson, and Lyon. The meetings were suspended during the Civil 
War, but were revived in 1866. In 1873 its name was changed to the 
Towa Union Medical Society, which continued as an influential organization 
with two meetings a year. 

The present Linn County Medical Society was organized in 1903 as a 
part of the state and national organization, and met twice a year. The 
enterprising town of Mt. Vernon had a medical organization known as the 
Practitioners Club which met once a month.—Fairchild History of Medicine 
m Iowa, 1927. 

Reorganized September 1, 1903. The reorganization meeting was held at 
Cedar Rapids under the direction of Dr. Geo. E. Crawford, Councilor for 
the Fifth District. There were fifty physicians present. 

OFFICERS. elected: President, Ward Woodbridge of Central City; 
vice president, G. R. Skinner of Cedar Rapids; secretary, H. W. 
Bender of Cedar Rapids; treasurer, Frank S. Skinner of Marion; 
delegate, G. R. Skinner.—Iowa M. J. 1903, p. 368. 


Louisa 


This society was organized April 24, 1852. The society held quarterly 
meetings. There were 33 members living in Louisa County, one in Des Moines, 
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one in Lee County, one in Clinton County, and one in Washington County. 

OFFICERS: President, James H. Graham of Grand View ; secretary, 
J. A. Scroggs of Grand View; censors, D. McCaughan of Morning 
Sun, A. B. McCaudless of Columbus City, and M. G. Mountain of 
Lettsville—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1876, p. 78. 

OFFICERS 1857: President, Dr. John Bell; secretary, Wm. Cotton; 
censors, Drs. J. M. Robertson, J. B. Latta and H. T. Cleaver. 

Dr. John Bell was elected delegate to the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, and Dr. T. G. Taylor, delegate to the State Medical Society.— 
Ia. Med. Jour. Vol. 4, No. 1, 1857. 

Reorganized September 10, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, W. 8. Grimes of Wapello; secretary, W. S. 

McClellan of Morning Sun.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 404. 


Lucas 


This society was organized December 26, 1887. The county was first or- 
ganized at Pleasantville in 1887 as a part of the Whitebreast District Medical 
Society. This included Lucas, Warren, Monroe, Marion, and Jasper Counties. 

There was also a Chariton Physician’s Club functioning in Chariton at 
one time. Physicians not eligible for membership to the State Society could 
meet with others. Meetings were held once a month—Dr. Jeannette Dean- 
Throckmorton, Medical Library, 1948. 

Reorganized February 13, 1904. 

OFFICERS elected: President, A. L. Yocom; vice president, D. Q. 
Storie; secretary-treasurer, J. H. Stanton; delegate, H. H. Nelson 
of Russell—Iowa M. J., 1904, p. 138. 


Lyon 


This society was organized prior to 1899. 
The Lyon County Medical Society held its regular meeting on May 10, 
fou owes Ms J., 1899, p. 213. 
Reorganized December 29, 1903. 
Orricers: President, Z. T. Holtsclaw of Larchwood;  seecretary- 
treasurer, W. T. Schwabland of Lester; delegate, W. T. Schwabland of 
Lester.—Trans. Iowa. M. Soc., xaii:325, 1904. 


Madison 


This society was organized in July 1872. Quarterly meetings. Member- 
ship, 13: 
OFFICERS: President, James Sloan of Winterset; secretary, S. B. 
Cherry of Winterset; treasurer, D. D. Davidson of Winterset; censors, 
S. B. Cherry of Winterset, James E. Howe of Greenfield, and iW. L: 
Anderson of St. Charles. 
Reorganized October 28, 1903 at Winterset. 
OFFICERS: President, I. K. Sayre of St. Charles; Secretary, W: H. 
Thompson of Winterset.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 405. 


Mahaska 


This society was organized in 1856.—Fairchild History of Medicine in 
Towa, 1927. 
OFrricerRsS: President, 8. E. Rienhart; secretary, J. T. Hopkins 
Functioned until the beginning of the Civil War. Reorganized in 1872. 
OFFICERS: President, H. ©. Huntzman of Oskaloosa; secretary, 
W. L. Chamberlain of Oskaloosa. Members: Wm. Butler, F. ‘W. 
Coolidge, W. L. Chamberlain, R. T. Dean, J. P. Gruwell, D. H. Hare, 
H. C. Huntzman, and D. A. Hurst of Oskaloosa; Wm. M. Bonnett of 
Indianapolis; W. EH. Chamberlain and W. G. Gillis of Beacon; W. L. 
McAllister and H.-R. Page of New Sharon; and J. F. Smith of 
Granville. 
Last reorganization October 7, 1903. 
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OFFICERS: President, J. T. Coveny; secretary, H. G. Honeem Boll ies 
OES of Oskaloosa.—Iowa M. J., 1908, p. 418. * 

Marion 

This society was organized and incorporated in 1872. Meetings were neta ae 
the first Monday of each month. rx; 

OFFICERS: President, H. J. Scoles of Knoxville; secretary, W. E. — 
Wright of Knoxville. No other officers or members recorded.—Med. & 
Surg. Directory. 

Reorganized November 12, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, ©. P. Cook of Otley; secretary, ©. W. 
Cornell of Knoxville; delegate, B. F. Keables of Pella.—Trans. Iowa 
M. Soc., xxiw:3825, 1904. 

Marshall 

This society was first organized at Marietta in 1856; 8 members. Dis- 
banded in 1859. 

First OFFICERS: President, Elias Fisher; secretary, R. Howe, | 
Taylor. 4 

Second organization at Marshalltown in 1861. Met four times in 1861; 
disbanded in 1862 by War 1861-65. 

Third organization January 12, 1867; disbanded after seven monthly 
meetings. 

Fourth organization March 31, 1873. Only graduates were admitted and 
organization was called Iowa Central Medical Association. Territory was — 
composed of Grundy, Hardin, Marshall, and Poweshiek Counties. Quarterly 
meetings. 

Reorganization August 13,.1903. About 25 members were present. 

OFFICERS elected: President, N. HE. Mighell; vice president, H. L. 
Getz; secretary, ‘W. S. Devine ; censors, M. U. Chesuire, Edward 
Burroughs, and C. C. Cottle—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 3638. 

Mills 

This society was organized August 20, 1903. The doctors of Mills County 
met with Dr. J. M. Emmert, Councilor of Atlantic on August 25 and perfected 
a county organization. 

OFFICERS elected: President, ©. H. DeWitt of Glenwood; vice 
president, S. A. Campbell of Malvern; secretary, R. B. Tubbs of 
Emerson; treasurer, W. R. Whitnall—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 390 

No other available data. 
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Mitchell 


This society was organized February 6, 1861. The society was temporarily 
organized on the first Wednesday in January in 1861 at the office of 
Dr. S. B. Chase, Osage, Michell County, Iowa, and became a permanent 
organization February 6, 1861. The latter meeting was held in the office 
of Dr. Reuben Poindexter in Mitchell. Present were Drs. 8. B. Chase, D. G. 
Frisbie, R. Poindexter, and A. H. Moore, these persons being charter 
members of the association. 

First OFFICERS: President, S. B. Chase; vice president, D. G. 
Frisbie; secretary, A. H. Moore; treasurer, R. M. Poindexter; 
censors, D..G. Frisbie and A. H. Moore.—History of Mitchell and 
Worth Counties, Iowa, Springfield, Illinois, Union Publishing Co., 
1884, p. 212. 

OFFICERS 1880-81: President, A. Bundy of St. Ansgar; vice 
president, H. Fellows of Riceville; secretary, S. B. Chase of Osage; 
Treasurer, W. F. Cobb of Mona. Members: W. W. Blackman of 
West Mitchell; A. D. Bundy of St. Ansgar; 8. B. Chase, D. E. 
Cutler, A. H. Moore, F. M. Moore, and J. L. Whitley of Osage; F. W. 
Chase of Orchard; W. F. Cobb of Mona; Harris Fellows and J. 8S. 
Wells of Riceville; ; C. R. Greene of Carpenter; and B. F. Rolfe of 
Stacyville. 
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Reorganized January 20, 1904. 
OFFICERS: President, A. D.° Bundy of Osage > secretary, Lewis 
Savre of Osage.—Trans. Iowa M. Soc., xuii:825, 1904. 


Monona 
This society was organized in 1903. 
OrriceRS: President, J. W. Huff of Onawa; secretary, E. &. 
Fisher of Rodney.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 298. 
Early history not available. 
Monroe 

This society was organized May 12, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, H. C. Eschbach of Albia, secretary, Sue B. 
Gantz of Albia.—Iowa M. Ja L008, Dp. d0z: 

Before the county society was organized in 1908, Monroe County was a 
member of the Whitebreast District Medical Society, embracing Lucas, 
Warren, Monroe, Marion, and Jasper Counties. These counties met at 
Pleasantville on December 26, 1887, and held their first regular meeting 


at Chariton on January 4, 1888.—Dr. Jeannette Dean-Throckmorton, Medical 
Librarian, 1948. 


Montgomery 


profession of the county were present. After the Constitution, section by 
section, was read, a motion was made to discontinue the old society and 
reorganize. Motion was accepted unanimously and a new organization was 
effected. 
OFFICERS elected: President, M. N. McNaughton of Villisca ; 
secretary, W. A. Lomas of Villisca— Iowa M. A hes YO. 

Note: Montgomery County belonged to the Southwestern Iowa Medical 
Society. prior to the organization of the county society in 1903. The 
Southwestern Iowa Medical Society was organized on February 10, 1866, 
and included Montgomery, Taylor, Adams, and Page Counties. The 
officers were: President, I. L. Barrett of Clarinda, and secretary, J. C. 
Holmes of Clarinda.—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1884. 


Muscatine 


This society was organized June 16, 1866.—Fairchild History of Medicine 
in Iowa, 1927. 

(Organized July 11, 1867—WMed. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1376, p. 81.) 

Officers and members on July 11, 1867, numbered 11, 

OFFICERS: President, J. M. Robertson of Muscatine; secretary- 
treasurer, H. M. Dean of Muscatine; censors, Albert Ady of West 
Liberty, and D. W. Gray and George W. Stewart of Muscatine. 

MUSCATINE ACADEMY OF MEDICINE: Date of organization not known; no 
fixed time or place of meeting. 

OFFICERS: President, W. 8. Robertson; vice president, H. M. Dean; 
secretary-treasurer, Fred H. Little. Members: S. J. Braunsworth, 
H. M. Dean, Fred H. Little, George O. Morgridge, W. S. Robertson, 
and J. A. Scroggs.—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1880-81; published in 


OFFICERS: President, H. M. Dean of Muscatine ; secretary, T. F. 
Beveridge of Muscatine.—Iowa M. JapelOOS tn ad 8. 


O’Brien 
This society was organized October 29, 1903. 
OFFICERS: President, F. E. Brown of Primghar; secretary, C. B. 


Renzt of Sanborn; delegate, D. T. Stewart of Hartley.—Trans Iowa 
M. Soc., xuwi:825, 1904. 
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Note: The first physician came to O’Brien County to live in 1873. Dr. 
Woodcock, a wealthy New Yorker and a graduate physician, located in 
Sheldon in 1883.— Franklin Lowis Myers, M.D., Sheldon, Iowa. 

The Northwest Iowa Medical Society (not the Northwestern Medical 
Association) was organized in 1859 and was composed of Osceola, O’Brien, 
Lyon, and Sioux Counties. This was the first medical organization embracing 
O’Brien County Physicians. 

‘<The first successful attempt to organize a medical association in 
O’Brien County was in the year 1903 at Primghar.’’ (This was 
mandatory by reason of the reorganization order issued by the A.M.A. 
in 1901.) ‘Without becoming first a member of the county society, 
a physician cannot become a member of either the Iowa State Medical 
Society or the American Medical Association.’? The charter members 
of the O’Brien County Medical Society numbered 12. 

Charter Members: A. L. Bushby, F. E. Brown, W. R. Brock, 

F. W. Cram, E. Dudley, Dr. Little, B. S. Louthan, W. H. Meyers, C. B. 
Rentz, H. C. Rogers, H. Scott, and Dr. Stewart. 
This society meets three or four times a year and has developed into 
a very good organization and is very active in its society work.’’—Past 
and Present of O’Brien and Osceola Counties, Iowa, by Hon. J. L. E. 
Peck and Hon. O. H. Montzheimer for O’Brien County, and Hon. 
Wm. J .Miller for Osceola County, Vol. I, p. 306, Indianapolis, Ind., 
B. F. Bowen & Company, 1914. 


Osceola 


This society was organized on December 1, 1903, at Sibley. 

OrricerS elected: President, W. E. Ely of Ocheyedan; secretary 
F. J. Langenhorst of Ashton; delegate, H. Neill of Sibley.—Iowa M. 
J., £:70, 1904. 

Note: Prior to the organization of the Osceola County Medical Society 
the county was a member of the Northwest Iowa Medical Society, which 
embraced Osceola, O’Brien, Lyon, and Sioux Counties. 

No other data available. 

Page 

This society was organized May 15, 1877. The society met on the third 

Tuesday of each month at Clarinda.—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1883-84. 

OFFICERS (1884): President, P. W. Lewellen of Clarinda; vice 
president, C. M. Paschal of Hawleyville; secretary, W. C. Stillians 
of Clarinda; treasurer, H. L. Cokenower of Clarinda; censors, T. E. 
Powers and E. T. Farrens of Clarinda and C. M. Paschal of Hawleyville. 
Members: J. L. Barritt, H. L. Cokenower, E. T. Farrens, le 
Kriddlebaugh, P. W. Lewellen, T. E. Powers, and W. C. Stillians of 
Clarinda; J. V. Beghtol of Blanchard; W. P. Jeffries of New Market; 
E. K. Bailey, H. P. Duffield, and G. J. Ross of Shenandoah; E. 
Hockerson aud W. H.'@) Moore..ofp Hsdex yao el idee os Coins .Coe ns 
Paschal of Hawleyville; and O. W. Spicer of College Springs. 

Reorganized at Coin on June 18, 1903, to conform with the A.M.A. and 
State Society Constitution and By-Laws. 

Orricers elected: President, J A. Gillespie of Coin; vice president, 
R. J. G. Dodds of Blanchard; secretary-treasurer, Charles Perkins 
of Shenandoah. 

Palo Alto 


This society was organized in 1895. The first Palo Alto County Medical 
Society was organized in 1895, but no other information is available con- 
cerning this—J. Iowa M. Soc., vuxi8451, 1941. 

Reorganized September 29, 1903. 

Orricers elected: President, F. Hunter; secretary, J oe ee a 
Gordon, both of Emmetsburg. 
Before the organization of the Palo Alto County Society, the county 
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belonged to the Northwestern Iowa Medical Association, which was organized 
on August 7, 1878. The counties embraced were Sac, Dickinson, Cherokee, 
Clay, Plymouth, Palo Alto, and Ida. Meetings were held quarterly at such 
places in the district as the Association might determine. 

OFFICERS: President, W. F. Quirk of Aurelia; vice president, R. L. 
Cleaves of Cherokee; secretary-treasurer, F. H. Burlingame of Cherokee; 
censors, Edward Hornibrook and M. 8. Butler of Cherokee, and J. B. 
Ingalls of Meriden—Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1884. : 

Plymouth 
This society was organized in 1897. No other data. Little information is 
available concerning the early history of the Plymouth County Medical 
Society, but apparently the first society was organized in 1897. 
OFFICERS: President, Mary A. Breen; vice president, C. F. Kuenly; 
secretary, Paul 8. Brick; treasurer, G. H. Mammen. 
After a few years the society ceased to exist. 
Reorganization occurred December 9, 1903. Dr. E. Hornibrook of Cherokee 
explained the purpose of the proposed organization. 

OFFICERS elected: President, M. W. Richey; vice president, A. H. 
Jastram; secretary, G. H. Mammen; treasurer, H. G. Wright; dele- 
gate, Paul L. Brick. 

Since that date the organization has been continued with more or less 
regular meetings.—Downing, W. L.: History of Medicine in Plymouth 
County, J. Iowa M. Soc., xxxiii:350, 1948. 


Pocahontas 


On August 23, 1897, eleven physicians of Pocahontas County met in 
Pocahontas for the purpose of organizing what was to be called ‘The 
Pocahontas District Medical Association.’’ This was duly organized, constitu- 
tion and by-laws were adopted, and dues set at $1.00 

OFFICERS elected: President, W. W. Beam of Rolfe; vice president, 
C. R. Whitney of Fonda; secretary-treasurer, O. H. Barthel of 
Pocahontas. 

The secretary was instructed to invite physicians in ‘‘good, professional 
standing’’ in surrounding towns to attend the regular meetings and was 
further instructed to announce the formation of the association in the local 
newspapers and see that the State Medical Journal was informed. In 
subsequent meetings a new fee bill was adopted and much done for the 
good of the members in general. This organization functioned as a_ live, 
going society until August 25, 1903. Delegates were sent to the state 
meetings. In 1903 Dr. C. H. Churchill of Ft. Dodge and Dr. A. L. Belt of 
Gilmore City, Tenth district Councilor and deputy councilor respectively, 
called a meeting of the association on August 25th for the purpose of 
forming a permanent county organization subordinate to the Iowa State 
Medical Society. This was done and the erstwhile Pocahontas District 
Medical Association became the Pocahontas County Medical Society. 

OFFICERS: elected: President, A. L. Belt of Gilmore City; vice 
president, J. D. Wallace of Plover; secretary-treasurer, E. W. Wilson 
of Rolfe. Other Charter Members: F. E. Heathman of Havelock; 
A. H. Thornton, J. W. Starr, and O. H. Barthel of Pocahontas; and 
W. W. Beam of Rolfe. 

Since its organization, the Pocahontas County Medical Society has 
functioned as an active medical society in all respects. Its membership 
is always 100 per cent of eligible men in the county and its participation 
in health work of the county has been outstanding.—Contributed by C. L. 
Jones, M.D., Gilmore City, Iowa. 


Polk 


This society was organized October 24, 1851, at Fort Des Moines (now 
Des Moines). 
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OFFICERS: President, A. Y. Hull of Lafayette; vice president, 
D. V. Cole of Fort Des Moines; secretary, Dr. H. C. Huntsman of 
Lafayette; censors, Drs. Hull, Murdock and Huntsman. Members: 


A. Y. Hull, Dr. Huntsman, D. V. Cole, A. A. Murdock, E. T. Collet, 


A. L. Gray, and Dr. Plumley. At the next meeting of the Society in 
January 1852, Drs. H. C. Grimmel and J. J. Sanders were elected 
to membership.—Bierring, W. L.: Historical Notes, J. Iowa M. Soc., 
xuu:75, 1927. 

Reorganized March 3, 1903. ; 

OFFICERS: President, EH. Luther Stevens of Des Moines; secretary, 
Lenna L. Means of Des Moines; delegates, D. S. Fairchild and J. T. 
Priestley of Des Moines.—Trans. Iowa M. Soc., wuii:325, 1904. 

Reorganized and incorporated April 29, 1930 as the Des Moines Academy 
of Medicine and Polk County Medical Society. 

Pottawattamie 

This society was first called Council Bluffs Medical Society and was 
organized in 1869. 

OFFICERS: President, S. W. Baker; secretary, D. Macrae; treasurer, 
G. S. Guernsey; censors, C. C. Deetkin, Henry Osborn, and A. B. 
McKune. Members: 8. W. Baker, C. C. Deetkin, G. S. Guernsey, D. 
Macrae, A. B. McKune, and Henry Osborn, all of Council Bluffs. 

In 1883 the membership had increased to 25 and meetings were held 
part of the time at Glenwood in Mills County. 

Reorganized June 17, 1903, as a County Society. 

OFFICERS: President, Donald Macrae, Sr., Council Bluffs; vice 
president, 8. D. Tobey, Oakland; secretary, F. W. Dean, Council 
Bluffs; treasurer, G. Augustine, Minden.—Iowa M. J., 1905 ; meee 

Poweshiek 

This society was organized in 1875.— Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1876, 
ee 

OFFICERS: President, J. W. H. Vest of Montezuma; secretary, 
A. P. McCullough of Brooklyn; treasurer, E. W. Clark of Grinnell ; 
censors, C. E. Rayborn of Brooklyn and V. 8. Wilcox and J. @. 
Tribbett of Montezuma. Members: There were 16 from Poweshiek 
County and one from Marshall County. 

Reorganized October 9, 1903, at Grinnell. 

OFFICERS: President, E. W. Clark of Grinnell; secretary-treasurer, 
P. EK. Somers of Grinnell. 

Twenty members were present. Drs. Brockman and Dorr of the Council 
were also present.—Iowa M. J., 1908, p. 405. 

Ringgold 

This society was organized prior to July 1890. 

The first record of a Ringgold County Medical Society was the report 
of a meeting held on July 16, 1890. Dr. William Horne presided, and 
other members present were: Drs. Samuel Bailey, B. H. Miller,” Jie 
Maloy, C. T. Lesan, M. F. Hanelly, C. F. Pinkerton, A. C. Armitage, A. W. 
Reynolds, J. W. Greenman, and B. B. Waring.—E. J. Watson, BL AY 8 re 
Diagonal, Towa. 

Reorganized August 13, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, B. B. Waring of Maloy; secretary, S: 
Bailey of Mt. Ayr; delegate, 8S. Bailey of Mt. Ayr.—Trans. Iowa M. 
Soc., x4u:825, 1904. 

Sac 

This society was organized in 1878. Dissolved several times before reor- 
ganization in 1903. The first permanent organization was effected at Sac 
City on September 29, 1903. The meeting convened at the court house. 

OFFICERS elected: President, Thomas Farquhar of Early; vice 
president, W. Y. Herrick of Lytton; secretary, F. H. McCray of 
Schaller; treasurer, J. H. Stalford of Sac City. Members: Thomas 
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Southeast District 





Clyde Allison Boice 
Washington, Iowa 
(1877- ) 


Henry Clay Young 
Bloomfield, Iowa 
(1869- ) 


Charles Edward Ruth 
Keokuk, Iowa 
(1861-1930) 


Elmer Frederick Clapp 
Iowa City, Iowa 
(18438-1917) 


James Frederick Clarke 
Fairfield, Iowa 
(1864-1942) 


Edward Hamlin Hazen 
Davenport, Iowa 
(1834-1923) 


Joshua Monroe Shaffer 
Fairfield & Keokuk, Iowa 
(1830-1913) 


Edward Francis LaForce 
Burlington, Iowa . 
Cis7geny =) 


Charles Chunn Warden 
Ottumwa, Iowa 
(1816-1902) 


William McClelland 
Washington, Iowa 
(1814-1902) 


Joseph Decker Miles 
Crawfordsville, Iowa 
(1825-1894) 


William Brooks LaForce 
Ottumwa & Keokuk, Iowa 
(1867-1936) 


Charles Stephen James 
Centerville, Iowa 
(1871- ) 


Aaron Clyde Conway 
Marshalltown, Iowa 
(1876- ) 


A. O. Williams 
Ottumwa, Iowa 
(1850-1926) 
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Farquhar and J. W. Graham of Early; W. Y. Herrick of Lytton; F. H. 
McCray of Schaller;. A. T. Brenton, Z. Fuller, J. H. Stalford, W. J. 
Findley, and W. H. Townsend of Sac City. 

Meetings were to be held quarterly, and they were for a year or more. 
Interest then waned and meetings were scheduled semi-annually -—then 
annually. Still later they became irregular, doing little more than was 
necessary to maintain the organization, which is the average experience of 
many of the small county societies in Iowa. 

In 1914 the officers and members were listed as follows: ‘ 

OFFICERS: President, J. C. Iverson; secretary, F. H. McCray of - 
Schaller; treasurer, J. H. Stalford of Sac City. Members: W. J. 
Findley, W. H. Townsend, Guy H. Swearingen, and Z. Fuller, all of 
Sac City, and L. H. Jones of Wall Lake—Hart, Wm. H.: History of 
Sac County, Iowa, Indianapolis, Ind., B. F. Bowen & Co., 1914, pp. 97- 
98. 


Scott 


‘‘Pursuant to a meeting published in the daily prints, nine physicians 
met on -the evening of October 18, 1856 in the office of Witherwax 
and Carter on Third Street west of Brady, for the purpose of organizing’ 
the Scott County Medical Society’’. At this meeting committees were 
appointed to prepare a constitution and by-laws, a code of ethics 
and a fee bill. At an adjourned meeting on October 28, 1856, at the office 
of Fountain and Adler on Second Street between Brady and Main, 
where thirteen physicians were present, the following were elected. 

OFFICERS: President, Dr. Egbert S. Barrows; vice president, Dr. 
Lyman Carpenter; secretary, Dr. J. J. Tomson; treasurer, Dr. James 
Thistle; censors: Dr. Thomas J. Saunders, Dr. John M. Adler, Dr. 
John W. H. Baker. Charter Members (17): Lyman Carpenter, 
John M. Adler, William Keith, George W. Carter, John T. O’Reardon, 
W. N. Sine, Horace Carpenter, Thomas J. Saunders, John W. H. 
Baker, Lewis F. Pelton, Johnson J. Tomson, J. M. Witherwax, James 
Thistle, E. G. Fountain, C. C. Parry, E. S. Barrows, A. S. Maxwell. 

After the organization and up to 1865, the following members were 
added: James W. McCortney, Alfred H. Ames, Ignatius Sanger, Chas. S. 
Shelton, James Gamble, James 8S. D. Wallis, Thomas Falt, W.-.A. Hosford, 
Thos. J. Iles, J. A. Church, W. F. Peck, James J. Mesic, 8. D. Richardson, 
D. W. Stewart, L. French, Geo. E McCash, Geo. B. Harrison, Wm. H. 
Saunders. H. P. Hitchcoek.—Bierring, J. Ia. St. Med. Soc., 21:646, 1931. 

OFFICERS 1872: President, R. J. Farquharson of Davenport; vice- 
president, W. W. Grant of Davenport; secretary, ©. H. Preston 
of Davenport; treasurer, J. W. H. Baker of Davenport; censors, W. F. 
Peck, W. D. Middleton, and A. S. Maxwell, all of Davenport. Mem- 
bers: Twenty-one from Davenport, Thomas Byrnes from Walcott, 
James Gamble from LeClaire, and Edward Lawrence from Maysville. 

Reorganized in November 1902. At the monthly meeting held by the 
Scott County Medical Society in October 1902, work was undertaken to 
amend the by-laws and constitution to conform with those of the A.M.A. 
for the reorganization program. At their meeting in November, final action 
was had on the revision of the by-laws and constitution.— Iowa M.S., 1902, 
pp. 576 & 624. 

In March 1908 Scott County was recorded as a reorganized society. 

OFFICERS: President, A. L. Hageboeck of Davenport; secretary, 
J. D. Cantwell of Davenport.—Iowa’ M. J. 1903, p. 159. 

Note: Scott County was the first county society to take up matter of 
reorganization.—_lowa M. J., 1902, p. 576. 


Shelby 


This society was organized in June 1887. 
First OFFICERS: President, E. A. Cobb; vice president, N. 


CITY, DISTRICT AND COUNTY ASSOCIATIONS 219 


Jasper Jones; secretary, J. C. Dunlavy; treasurer, E. J. Smith. 
Charter Members: J. C. Dunlavy, E. A. Cobpeha J< smith, Jeo. 
Waite, E. B. Moore, W. 8. Branson, W. B. Cotton, A. E. Gregg, N. H. 
Burke, S. H. Watters, N. J. Jones, J. Smiley, and C. Tiske.—White, 
Edw. S.: Past and Present of Shelby County, Iowa, Indianapolis, Ind., 
B. F. Bowen & Co., 1915, p. 526. 

Reorganized October 30, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, N. Jasper Jones of Shelby; secretary, L. L. 
Henninger of Portsmouth.—lIowa M. MS L908, 0. 418. 


Sioux 
This society was organized in May 1872. No other information available. 
Reorganized September 4, 1903, at Alton. Fifteen physicians were present. 
OFFICERS elected: President, Albert DeBey of Orange City; vice 
president, F. J. Smith of Alton; secretary, C. 8S. McCarty of 

Hawarden.—Iowa M. J., L903, Po 864, 
Note: Prior to the organization of the county medical society in 1908, 
Sioux County belonged to the Northwest Iowa Medical Society, which 

embraced Osceola, O’Brien, Lyon, and Sioux Counties. 


Story 
This society was organized in May 1873. Meetings were held at different 
places in the county. There were 11 members, all from Story County. 

OFFICERS: President, J. 8. Gillette of Iowa Centre; vice president, 
B. F. Allen of Story City; secretary, J. W. Boggess of Nevada; 
treasurer, Duncan McTavish of Colo. Members: James Bradley, 
George A. Meredith, 8. J. Starr, and David §. Fairchild of eeW inary 15%, ath, 
Allen of Story City; J. 8. Gillette and M. D. Sheldon of Iowa 
Centre; J. W. Boggess and A. G. Gorrell of Nevada; Dunean McTavish 
of Colo; and Dr. Lewis Schooler of Sheldahl.—Med. & Surg. Dir. 
of Iowa, 1876. 

Reorganized August 5, 1903, at Nevada, at which time the new con- 
stitution and by-laws were adopted. Meetings were -to be held every two 
months. 

OFFICERS: President, E. A. Rawson of Slater ; Secretary, /H. D: 
Chamberlain of Nevada.— Iowa M. Shee, EU Oe VAN 


Tama 
This society was organized March 4, 1878, at Traer. 

OFFICERS: President, Samuel Thompson of Toledo; vice president, 
J. & Ladd of Traer; secretary-treasurer, J. P. Morrison of Traer; 
censors, J. S. Ladd and B. S. Louthan of Dysart and Benjamin 
Thompson of Tama City. Members: In addition to these officers, 
H. W. Boynton of Toledo and C. L. Tents of Dysart. 

The society functioned for several years but finally ceased to meet and 
was dropped. 

Reorganized in 1903 with Samuel Thompson of Toledo as President. He 
served until 1905 when the society met in Traer at Hotel Best on April 20. 

OFFICERS elected: President, J <A. Pinkerton; vice president, W. E. 
Carpenter; secretary, J. P. Redmond; censors, Drs. Crabb, Sievers, 
and Layman.—Caldwell, J. R.: History of Tama County, Iowa 1910, 
UE As y Oke Pout le 

Taylor 
This society was organized October 11, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, J. P. Scroggs of Lenox; vice president, A. E. 
King of Blockton; secretary, J. P. Standley of Bedford; treasurer, 
Dr. Maxwell of Clearfield. 

No early data available. 


Union 
This society was organized June 2, 1874. No other information available. 
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Reorganized December 16, 1903, at Creston. There were twelve members 


resent. 
s OFFICERS: President, M. B. Reed of Cromwell; secretary, J. P. 
Claybaugh of Creston.—lowa M. J., 1904, p. 69. 
Note:. The Southwestern Iowa Medical Association was organized at 
Creston in 1876 with members from Union, Clarke, Ringgold, and Adair 
Counties.—Ide, G. A.: History of Union County, Iowa, S. J. Clark Pub. 
Co., 1908, pp. 105-106. 


Van Buren 


This society was organized July 13, 1882, at Keosaqua. 

OFFICERS: President, T. G. McClure of Douds; vice president, 
J. W. Rambo, Leando. Members: 8. R. Bergen and W. A. Jones of 
Cantril; B. P. Blackmer and J. J. Plummer of Bonaparte; N. G. Kno, 
G. J. McKibben, and H. Strickling of Keosauqua; G. W. Elerick of 
Selma; S. C. Franks and W. W. Reynolds of Bentonsport; G. Greenleaf 
and L. F. Summers of Milton; Ed McCue of Vernon; J. M. Randall of 
Birmingham; J. W. Rambo of Leando; T. Rosebrough of Lebanon; 
and T. G. McClure of Douds. 

Reorganized July 9, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, Roger N. Cresap of Bonaparte; vice president, 
H. Herriford of Leando; secretary, James A. Craig of Keosauqua.— 
Iowa M. J., 1908, p. 326. 

Wapello 

This society was organized in May 1853. 

OFFICERS: President, C. C. Warden of Ottumwa; vice president, 
A. D. Wood of Ottumwa; secretary, J. Williamson of Ottumwa. 
Members: C. ©. Warden, A. D. Wood, Jefferson Williamson, and 
W. L. Orr of. Ottumwa; J. W. LaForce of Old Ashland; and A. R. 
Weir of Agency City.—Henry, Clyde A.: Medical History of Wapello 
County, J. Iowa M. Soc., 1944-46. 

After functioning continuously over a period of eight years, the society 
was suddenly disrupted by the Civil War. All records for these years were 
lost or destroyed. 

‘“This Society was first reorganized as the ‘Ottumwa Medical 
Society’ in 1870. Subsequently the constitution was changed so as to 
admit all regular members of the profession ini the county, and the 
name was changed to the ‘Wapello County Medical Society.’ Annual 
meetings were held on the third Monday in January. Regular meetings 
on the first Tuesday of each month.’’ 

OFFICERS 1876: President, 8. B. Thrall of Ottumwa; vice president, 
Kk. L. Lathrop of Ottumwa; secretary-treasurer, 8. R. Mitchell of 
Ottumwa. Members: Mrs. J. T. Cox, L. D. Dexter, T. J. Douglass, 
J. C. Hinsey, B. F. Hyatt, E. L. Lathrop, C. G. Lewis, S. R. Mitchell, 
S. C. McCullough, W. L. Orr, and D. W. Stewart of Ottumwa; D. C. 
Dinsmore and I. H. McCune of Kirkville; R. W. Huston of Eldon; 
A. C. Olney of Chillicothe; A. D. Rouse, location unknown; and G. F. 
Foster of Moline, Illinois.—Med. & Surg. Directory of Iowa, Charles 
H. Lathrop, M.D., Lyons, Iowa, 1876. 

Reorganized in 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, M. W. Pascoe of Ottumwa; secretary, C. E. 
Huband of Ottumwa; delegate, L. J. Baker of Ottumwa.—Trans. Iowa 
M. Soc., 2xii:370, 1904. 

Warren 


This society was organized in 1870. 

MEMBERS: A. J. Applegate, C. W. Davis, C. B. Lake, J. D. 
McCleary, D. Jones, and T. S. Parr of Indianola. No officers or other 
information listed——Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1876, p. 84. 

OFFICERS (1884): President, A. J. Applegate of Indianola; vice 
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‘President, C. C. Chapman of Summerset; secretary, Ed L. Baker of 
Indianola; treasurer, J. H. Nicol of Lacona, There were 18 members. 
Society met first Tuesday of each quarter.—Med. & Surg. Directory of 
Iowa, 1883-84. 
Reorganized in January 1903. Meetings were held first Tuesday of each 
quarter. ; 
OFFICERS: President, A. Z. Swisher of Spring Hill; secretary, 
E. L. Baker of Indianola.—Iowa M. ALBEE RHE 


Washington 


The first doctor of record was Horace Carley who located in 
Brighton in 1839: In 1840 there were 300 people in Washington County, 
and six more doctors came, including G. H. Stone, to Washington; William 
H. Rousseau came in 1884, William McClelland in 1846, Joe Miles in 1853, 
Rodman in 1856, Schofield in 1866, Adair in 1871, and J. C. Boice in 1874. 
J. C. Boice continued until 1938, the longest period of any practitioner. The 
County was rapidly fillmg up; doctors were locating in every town and 
village, and on September 3, 1873, a committee of them met in Brighton to 
organize the Washington County Medical Society. This group included 
Schofield, Prizer, Parsons, Eckels, Robertson, Adair, Burroughs, Fraser, 
and Rodman. The first item of business was the adoption of a fee bill 
and the complaint that is still common, that there are many\ people who 
neglect to pay their doctor bills. The fee bill was adopted and lived up 
to just as it is now. 

On May 26, 1874, a group met in Washington to organize the South- 
eastern Lowa District Medical Society. This group included Miles, McClelland, 
Scofield, Cushman, John Rousseau, Prizer, and Frazer. Miles was a very 
progressive man, serving two terms in the Legislature beginning in 1868 
and two in the Senate beginning in 1872. In 1874 he was a candidate for 
the nomination of Lieutenant Governor and it was too bad he didn’t 
receive the nomination because the man who did receive it became 
Governor when Kirkwood became Senator. At the September 1874 meeting 
of the county society, Miles read a paper on the ‘‘Antiseptic System’? 
describing’ the care of a boy with a compound fracture of the leg and 
treated according to the recently announced theory of Joseph Lister. Schofield 
_ was the ‘‘spark plug’’ of the county society up to the time of his final 
illness in 1891. He was the president of the State Society in 1883. McClelland 
was the ‘‘Weelum MacLure’’ of the local physicians. 

The society was inactive from 1891 to 1901, when it was rejuvenated, 
and has been active ever since. It sponsored the County Hospital, the first 
of its kind, in 1910. It sponsored the establishment of the first rural 
County Health Unit in 1924. It sponsored the formation of the first and 
only Maternity Unit of its kind in the United States in 1936. In 1948 
the society members conducted a county-wide cancer survey, 1300 Papanicolaou 
tests being performed. These projects have rendered full value to the 
county! through the increase of health and the decrease of morbidity and 
deaths. In all, there have been about 230 physicians in Washington County 
in the 100 years—1839 to 1939. Only five of them have been women.— 
Contributed by C. A. Boice, M.D., Washington, Iowa. 


Wayne 


This society was organized November 12, 1860, at Corydon. 

OFFICERS: President, John Boswell ; Secretary, A. G. Field; censors, 
Dr. Payton, Field, and Hatton. 

Note: ‘‘Appanoose-Wayne Medical Society will be the name of a new 
organization which will hold its first meeting at Centerville May 8, 1902.’ 
—lowa M. J., 1902, p.- 287. 

The first semi-annual meeting of the Appanoose-Wayne Medical Society 
was held in Centerville May 8, 1902, with a good membership, including 
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nearly all of the physicians in the two counties—Iowa M. J., 1902, p. 350. 

The Appanoose-Wayne County Medical Society held a very interesting 
session at Corydon November 13, 1902. There were eighteen interesting 
papers presented on the program. 

OFFICERS elected: President, C. E. Sawyers of Centerville; secretary- 
treasurer, C. S. James of Centerville—Iowa M. J., 1902, p. 661, 
Appanoose and Wayne Counties were reorganized as a hyphenated society 
on November 19, 1903, with C. S. James, Centerville, as secretary.— Jowa 

M. J., 1903, p. 449. 


Webster 


This society was organized June 27, 1903. 

OrFicERS elected: President, Robert Evans of Ft. Dodge; vice 
president, O. E. Evans of Gowrie; secretary, Wm. Bowen of Ft. Dodge; 
treasurer, F. M. Olney of Ft. Dodge.——Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 291. 

Note: No information mentioning an earlier county medical society has 
been, found. It is believed that prior to the county organization in 1903 
the county physicians belonged to the Fort Dodge District Medical Society, 
which was organized in 1879. 


Winnebago 


This society was organized November 9, 1897. ‘‘The Winnebago County 
Medical Society has been organized and has held its first meeting at Forest 
City on November 9, 1897. It is an auxiliary to the state medical society. 

OFFICERS: President, W. H. Jones, Forest City; vice president, 
C. E. Keeler, Lake Mills; secretary, Eric Mink, Forest City; treasurer, 
G. M. Lee, Thompson.’’—Iowa M. J., wi:411, Nov., 1897. 

Reorganized July 22, 1903. 

OFFICERS elected: President, H. R. Irish of Forest City; secretary, 
Dr. Wall of Thompson.—lIowa M. J., 1903, p. 326. 

In 1915 this society joined with Hancock county to form the Hancock- 

Winnebago County Society. 


Winneshiek 


This society was organized June 22, 1859. There were nine members and 
the name of the organization was ‘‘ North Iowa Medical Association. ’’ 
OFFICERS: President, Frederick Andros; secretary, H. ©. Martin. 
The doctors were especially active, and the membership extended to 
forty-three. The society ceased to exist in 1904. Since the reorganization 
in accord with the American Medical Association at that time, the county has 
been active with a good membership.— J. Iowa M. Soc., xxxi:265, 1941. 
Reorganized December 4, 1903. 
OFFICERS: President, J. 8S. Roome of Calmar; secretary, Harriette 
Bottsford-Amy of Decorah; delegate, E. M. Heflin of Calmar.—Trans. 
Iowa M. Soc., xuit:326, 1904. 


Woodbury 


This society was organized as ‘‘Sioux City Medical Society in May 1872.— 
Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1883-84. 

OFFICERS: President, George W. Beggs of Sioux City; vice 
president, B. A. Guyton of Sioux City; recording secretary, John M. 
Knott of Sioux City; corresponding secretary, C. E. Clingan of Sioux 
City; treasurer, Charles Rice of Smithland; censors, J. ©. Krejci, 
W. O. Davis, and H. G. Wycoff, all of Sioux City. Members: O. A. 
Ainsworth of Sloan; George W. Beggs, C. E. Clingan, W. O. Davis, 
B. A. Guyton, John M. Knott, J. ©. Krejei, and H. 9G. Wycoth of 
Sioux City; R. C. Rice and Charles Rice of Smithland; R. L. Cleaves 
of Cherokee County; C. J. Hackett of Le Mars (Plymouth County) ; 
D. W. Hasson of Nebraska; and J. J. Saville of Kearney, Nebraska.— 
Med. & Surg. Dir. of Iowa, 1880-81. 

Reorganization: The ‘‘Sioux City Medical Society’’ met September 18, 
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1903, and adopted the Constitution and By-Laws recommended by the 
National Committee, and changed the name to Woodbury County Medical 
Society. Meetings monthly. 
OFFICERS: President, Guy ©. Rich of Sioux City; secretary, F. J. 
Murphy of Sioux City.—Iowa M. J., 1908, p. 408. 


Worth 

This society was organized January 23, 1900, at Northwood. 

OFFICERS elected: President, C. ‘W. Sanders of Manly; vice 
president, C. A. Hurd of Northwood; secretary-treasurer, J. Herbert 
Darey of Northwood.—Iowa M. J., 1900, po. 190. 

Reorganized December 1, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, C. W. Sanders of Manly; secretary, E. H. 
Dwelle of Northwood; delegate, J. Herbert Darey of Northwood.— 
Trans. Iowa M. Soc., xxii:326, 1904. 

Note: No data available concerning an organization prior to the society 
organized in 1900. 

Wright 

This society was organized in 1898. ‘(From early days, the physicians of 
Wright County were associated with those of a medical society in Webster 
County at Fort Dodge, up to 1898 when each county organized a society of 
its own. The Wright County Medical Society was organized many years ago, 
with Dr. Brackett of Goldfield as its president. It met in different doctors’ 
offices in the county.’’—Birdsall, B. P.: History of Wright County, Iowa, 
Indianapolis, Ind., 1915, p. 230. 

Reorganization on September 3, 1903. 

OFFICERS: President, J. H. Sams of Clarion; secretary, E. D. 
Tompkins of Clarion.—Iowa M. J., 1903, p. 404. 

Note: On January 1, 1950 there were 95 single county medical societies, 
and two double county societies (Dallas-Guthrie and Hancock-Winnebago), 
with a membership of 2484; not in practice 112, eligible non-members 100, 
ineligible for membership 47. 


SPECIAL STATE SOCIETIES 


Iowa Public Health Association, organized Jan. 28-29, 1892. 

lowa State Association of Railroad Surgeons, organized 1893. 

Des Moines Pathological Society, organized 1896, no meetings after 1921. 

Iowa State Society of Iowa Medical Women; met in 1897, organized in 1898. 

Iowa Association for the Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis, organized 
1905, and continued to 1908. 

Iowa Tuberculosis Association, organized 1915, changed to Iowa Tuberculosis 
and Health Association June 1948. 

Iowa Surgeon’s Clinical Society, organized in 1906. 

Towa Clinical Society, organized June 6, 1916. 

Iowa X-Ray Club, first meeting June 12, 1920 in Iowa City. 

Iowa State Heart Association, organized May 12, 1925, re-organized 1948. 

Iowa Urological Society, organized 1933. 

Iowa Inter-Professional Asociation, organized 1933. 

Iowa Orthopedic Society, organized 1936. 

Iowa Pediatric Club, organized April 8, 1938. 

Iowa Association of Pathologists, organized in 1940. 

Iowa Anesthesiological Society, organized in 1942. 

Iowa Mental Hygiene Society, organized 1944. 

Iowa Obstetric & Gynecological Society, organized 1946. 

Iowa Academy of General Practice, organized 1948. 

Iowa Neuropsychiatric Society, organized Sept. 23, 1948. 





Medical Education In Iowa 
by 
John T. McClintock, M.D. 


Formal medical education in Iowa began shortly after the first 
physicians crossed the Mississippi river and entered upon the 
practice of their profession in the newly opened territory. At 
this time it was the custom for prospective physicians to obtain 
the major part, if not all, of their training under the supervision 
of a preceptor. The first such preceptor in Iowa of whom there 
is any authentic record was Dr. Isaae Galland, who in 1829 founded 
the settlement of Nashville located a few miles north of what is 
now Keokuk. After the settlers had built a log school house 
Berryman Jennings was secured as school master and for this 
he was to have the privilege of reading Dr. Galland’s medical 
books as well as board and room in the Doctor’s home. This was 
a common arrangement between preceptor and apprentice. 


THE PRECEPTOR SYSTEM 


The preceptor system thus established in Iowa in the year 1829 
was to continue as the basic form of medical training until in 
the early eighteen nineties. Although after 1849 numerous medicat 
schools were organized in the state they only supplemented the 
more extensive training which the student was expected to obtain 
under the direction of the preceptor, and not until near the close 
of the nineteenth century did this system disappear. The system 
was not peculiar to Iowa but was the prevailing form of medical 
education throughout the country during this early period. It 
had both good and bad features, depending largely upon whether 
the professional ideals of the preceptor dominated in his selection 
of apprentices, or, as was too often the case, it was his need for 
a chore boy. Under such a system the selection of those who were 
to enter the medical profession rested largely with the physicians 
and the schools paid little or no attention to whether the applicant 
for admission had had any general education before entering upon 
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his apprenticeship. Not until the late eighteen eighties was the 
completion of a high school course, or its equivalent, made a 
requisite for admission to a medical school. In a paper read before 
the Iowa State Society in 1876 Dr. J. W. Smith, then a resident 
of Charles City, berated the medical profession for the low in- 
tellectual and moral qualities of a large proportion of the men 
entering the profession and he fixed the blame by stating that 
‘Almost every student commences with some individual praec- 
titioner, and frequently by the advice and solicitation of such 
physician. Why does a physician often receive a student into his 
office and family? Is it because he knows the individual to possess 
a good moral character and the requisite preliminary education, 
or, because it is convenient and profitable to have someone in his 
office, perhaps to take care of the Doctor’s horse, do chores and 
in short to make himself generally useful.’’ That the duties of 
the student were quite varied and about as Dr. Smith had sug- 
gested is shown by the diary which Joseph M. Shaffer kept while 
he was a student with a physician in Jefferson County. One day, 
wrote Shaffer, he ‘‘planted the garden, cleaned the Doctor’s horse, 
cupped Mrs. Bryan, made a couple of hundred Dr. Chapman’s 
_ dinner pills and began to read the second book of anatomy.’’ 

While most preceptors had but one or two students with them 
at any one time, there were those like Dr. George W. Richards 
of St. Charles, Illinois who conducted what might be ealled a 
tutorial school with thirty to forty students at one time. In such 
cases one or two students paid for their training by being ‘‘chore 
boys,’* the others were charged a fee which amounted to about 
#60 to $70 for one year, or $200 for the usual three year period 
of training. ~The suecess of such preceptors was not only in the 
fact that they were good teachers but it was also due to their 
ability to furnish their students with a cadaver for anatomical 
dissection. Around such preceptors complete medical schools often 
were founded. This was true of Dr. Richards who first organized 
Pranklin Medical School and later took part in the organization 
of the school at Rock Island which later moved into Iowa at Dav- 
enport and was the first of the Iowa schools. 

However, even under the best of preceptors, it is generally 
agreed that the students had little opportunity to become well 
grounded in the medical sciences, undeveloped as these sciences 
were in that early period. Of the art and business of medical 
practice the training was even better than that given in later 
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periods. Many attempts were made by the medical societies to 
raise the standards cf this type of training through the estab- 
lishment of an educational requirement for those who were to be 
accepted as apprentices, but there was no satisfactory way of 
enforcing such regulations. 


MepicaL EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS 


The first concerted move towards an elevation of the educational 
standards was taken at a convention of Teachers of the Medical 
Colleges in Cincinnati, May 8rd, 1867 when the following resolu- 
tions were adopted: 


Resolved 1st, That every student applying for matriculation in 
a medical college, shall be required to show, either by satisfactory 
certificate, or by direct examination by a Committee of the Fac- 
ulty, that he possesses a thorough knowledge of the common Eng- 
lish branches of education, including the first series of mathematics, 
elements of the natural sciences, and a sufficient knowledge of 
Latin and Greek to understand the technical terms of the profes- 
sion; and that the certificate on the results of the examination 
thus required, be regularly filed as a part of the records of each 
medical college. 

2nd, That every medical student be required to study four full 
years, including three regular annual courses of medical college 
instruction, before being ‘admitted to an examination for the de- 
oree of Doctor of Medicine. 

3rd, That the minimum duration of a regular annual lecture 
term or course of medical college instruction, shall be six calendar 
months. 

4th, That every medical college shall embrace in its curriculum 
the following branches, to be taught by not less than nine Pro- 
fessors, namely: Descriptive Anatomy, including dissection: In- 
organic Chemistry, Materia Medica, Organic Chemistry, and Toxi- 
cology: General Pathology, Therapeutics, Pathological Anatomy 
and Public Hygiene: Surgical Anatomy and Operative Surgery: 
Medical Jurisprudence and Medical Ethics: Practice of Medicine, 
Practice of Surgery, Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Chil- 
dren: Clinical Medicine and Clinical Surgery. And that these 
several branches shall be divided into three groups or series, cor- 
responding with the three courses of medical college instruction 
required. 

Although the standards set out in these resolutions were ap- 
proved by the American Medical Association and by the State 
Societies, they were not immediately accepted by the medical 
schools; and it was not until the late eighteen eighties that the 
pressure from the American Medical Association and the Asso- 
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ciation of American Medical Colleges together with the passage 
of somewhat effective medical practice laws in the states that the 
colleges did accept a standard somewhat less drastic from that 
given in the resolutions. With the adoption of a high school grad- 
uation, as an entrance requirement, the prolongation of the course 
to three years of six months each and the introduction of the 
grade system of courses, the Colleges began to assume the full 
responsibility of training their students for medical practice and 
the preceptor system disappeared. However, as late as 1895 most 
colleges still expected their students to have received some of their 
training under a preceptor. 


THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MEDICAT, SCHOOLS 


Twenty years passed between the time Berryman Jennings 
started to read medicine under Dr. Galland and the opening of 
a medical school in Iowa. Meanwhile Iowa had become a State 
and the University had been established at Iowa City. The Iowa 
medical students had received most of their training under a 
preceptor and only a few had gone East to complete their prepa- 
ration in a medical school. It was stated by Dr. N.S. Davis, a 
prominent physician and teacher of Chicago in this early period, 
that not over one-half of the physicians in practice in the midwest 
had had any medical college training. As there was no restriction 
on who could or could not practice medicine, one’s conscience 
alone determined how much and what kind of preparation he 
would have before announcing himself as a ‘‘Doctor.’’ 

The period around*1850. is:noted for ‘the large-number of medical 
schools that were organized, particularly in the western states 
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri and Iowa. Prior to 1840 there 
were only three schools west of the Alleghanys, one in Cincinnati, 
one in Louisville, and one in New Orleans. Between 1840 and 
1860 fifty more schools were established and in the next ten years 
twenty-five more, many of them in the midwest states. Dr. Abra- 
ham Flexner stated that ‘‘wherever and whenever the roster of 
untitled practitioners rose above one-half a dozen a medical school 
was likely at any moment to be precipitated.’’ ‘‘Nothing was 
really necessary but professors. ’’ 

Many reasons have been given for the establishment of so many 
schools during this period. The rapid influx of settlers over a 
wide expanse of new territory created a need for physicians. The 
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eastern schools were far away, travel was difficult and so expen- 
sive that the western student was not inclined to make the sacri- 
fice which would be necessary to go to an eastern medical college 
since it was not an absolute necessity to have had a college course. 
Therefore the establishment of private medical schools within the 
new country seemed to make an attractive and safe business ven- 
iure for the older physicians who came in from the East. — 

The physicians also had the idea that diseases varied in the 
different localities, depending upon the soil, climate and other 
local factors. Thus the need for a school at Keokuk was given 
by Dr. S. W. Moorhead in one of the Keokuk bulletins as follows: 
‘‘The diseases most prevalent in the middle west in the early 
days of its settlement were of a distinctive type. They differed 
from the classic diseases described in the textbooks of the day in 
that they were more virulent and required more energetic treat- 
ment. Medical practice in accordance with the conservative teach- 
ings of the eastern schools would have been futile. In the Keokuk 
school the students are taught by men who had actual personal 
every day experience with disease, not as analyzed in the labora- 
tory and described in the textbook but as encountered in daily 
practice in the Mississippi valley.’’ 

Dr. William Jepson gives ‘‘civic pride’’ as the reason for the 
Sioux City Medical College and one cannot but consider the de- 
sire to obtain the prestige which seeins to be attached to a pro- 
fessorship as being a potent factor in many cases; while jealousy 
and spite played their part in the organization of rival schools. 


THE MEDICAL CURRICULUM 


It was a comparatively easy thing to organize a new medical 
school in those early days. To be able to grant a degree, articles 
of incorporation were required but if these could not be obtained, 
it was comparatively easy to have some already established general 
college accept the medical school as its department of medicine 
and grant the M.D. degree. In most cases this arrangement could 
be made without causing any financial obligation as the medical 
school was ‘self supporting. No extensive physical plant was nec- 
essary. The courses were almost entirely didactic, thus a lecture 
room was the most needed space. When the school had progressed 
far enough to have a medical building, their announcements would 
emphasize the size of the amphitheaters. The School in Keokuk 
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in 1851 announced that in their ‘‘College edifice there will be 
three large lecture rooms, two of which will seat over three hun- 
dred and fifty persons—one about two hundred and fifty.’’ There 
were no laboratories as we have them today. A room was set aside 
for anatomical dissection but it was a most difficult thine to secure 
material for dissection. Many stories are told of mobs attacking 
the school or even ransacking the homes of professors when some- 
one started a rumor that a body had been improperly obtained 
from a nearby cemetery. A few botanical specimens, some drugs 
and chemicals were about all the other equipment that was needed. 
The possession of a single microscope was worthy of special notice 
in the advertisement. 

The faculties were small and seldom exceeded seven or eight 
members, and sometimes not more than two or three at the time of 
opening the school. The teachers were drawn from those in active 
medical practice and often from among those who continued to re- 
side in towns some distance from where the school was located. 
When the medical school at the State University was opened in 1876 
only three of a faculty of eight members resided in Iowa City. 
As to the others, one commuted from Museatine, three from Dav- 
enport and one from Clinton, and not until 1915 did the Pro- 
fessor of Surgery come into residence. In the early day the fac- 
ulty members received little if any direct compensation for their 
labors yet a position on a faculty carried such prestige that they 
were eagerly sought. The Carnegie report of 1910 states that as 
high a sum as $3000 was paid to one of the then recognized schools 
for an appointment to its faculty. 

When in 1849, the first Iowa medical school was organized, it 
was a simple matter to develop an educational program, The 
standard requirements for the M.D. degree were (1) the eandi- 
date must be twenty-one years of age; (2) to have studied medi- 
cine for three full years including attendance upon two courses 
of medical lectures, (3) to pass a final examination. In a few 
schools the preparation of a thesis was algo required. Neither the 
preparation of a thesis or the final examination offered a very 
difficult hurdle to the student réceiving his M.D. degree. True 
the final examination was the only one given before the intro- 
duction of the graded course but the fee which the student paid 
for this final test was retained by the faculty if the candidate 
passed but if he failed his fee was returned. Thus it was a 
financial loss to the school when its students failed the examination. 
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Before the late eighteen eighties a course of lectures extended 
through four months and each course included all the subjects 


offered in the curriculum. The usual number of subjects was _ 


seven or eight and as late as 1887 this was the number of subjects 
to be taught if the school was to be approved by the Iowa Board 
of Medical Examiners. All students, some for the first time, others 
for the second attended all the lectures. From the beginning on 
through the two years clinical medicine and the basic medical 
sciences were being presented to the same students. When the 
oeraded system with its succession of subjects, preclinical followed 
by clinical was first being advocated the major objection was the 
fear that the different subjects would lose the integration and 
become isolated parts without proper correlation. This fear has 
to some extent become a reality in the modern course and cur- 
riculum makers are finding it difficult to find a satisfactory solu- 
tion. 


ENFORCEMENT OF HIGHER STANDARDS 


Very early in the nineteenth century it was generally recog- 
nized that the standards of medical education and practice were 
entirely too low to give the profession its proper place in society. 
There were in some states laws aimed at governing medical prae- 
tice but they were inadequate in preventing the untrained and 
unskilled from treating the sick. By 1850 even such laws as had 
been enacted were practically all rescinded and for several years 
the states were without any laws governing medical practice. In 
Iowa one of the first subjects to come before the first State Legis: 
lature, which assembled in Iowa City in November 1846, was the 
regulation of the practice of medicine in Iowa. The committee 
to which the matter was referred made a report of which the 
following is a part: 

‘‘In the opinion of the committee, no legal enactment would 
effect that reform in the practice of physic, and throw around it 
those necessary restrictions which the extensive prevalence of 
quackery and its frequent repeated and inhuman abuses in the 
community impels the petitioners to ask.’’ 

As a result of this report no attempt was made at this time 
to regulate medical practice. 

Most of the schools were private business ventures and they 
were afraid to raise their standards ‘‘lest the students would 
flock to the portals of their competitors,’’? but after 1850 there 
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was a considerable increase in the effort to elevate medical edu- 
cational standards. The recommendation in 1867 of the conven- 
tion of medical school teachers had set an ideal but their adop- 
tion was a matter for the individual school to act upon as their 
interests seem to indicate. In 1875 the Iowa State Medical Society 
recommended that the entrance requirement to medicine be made 
equal to that for entrance to a ‘‘Liberal College.’’ In 1877 Har- 
vard Medical introduced an entrance examination for its appli- 
cants. In 1886 the Iowa Society again recommended ‘‘a good 
preliminary education that will enable him (the prospective stu- 
dent) to pass a creditable examination in the English branches 
of higher mathematics and natural sciences’’ and ‘‘that the stand- 
ard for graduation should be higher and the methods for final 
examination more thorough.’’ That same year, 1886, the Iowa 
Legislature passed the first Iowa Medical Practice Act, the sur- 
rounding states having recently passed similar laws. Under this 
law the Iowa Board of Medical Examiners was eiven the power 
to grant licenses to graduates of such schools as had the Board’s 
approval. By setting up standards which the school would have 
to meet in order to have their graduates licensed without further 
examination the Board could exert a powerful influence toward 
a betterment of medical education. The first standards set by the 
Board was published in 1887 and applied to all candidates for 
license after January 1st, 1892. Only such schools as complied 
to the following would be approved by the Board of Examiners: 


CONDITIONS oF ADMISSION to LECTURE COURSE 


1. Credible certificates of good moral character. 

2. Diplomas of graduation from a recognized College, Scien- 
tific, or High School, or lacking this a thorough examination in 
the branches of a good English education, including Mathematics, 
English Composition and Elementary Physics, or Natural Phil- 
osophy. 


II 
BRANCHES OF MerpicaL SCIENCE TO BE INCLUDED IN THE COURSE 
1. Anatomy 6. Pathology and 
2. Physiology and Hygiene Pathological Anatomy 
3. Chemistry 7. Surgery 
4. Materia Medica and Therapeutics 8. Obstetrics 
do. Theory and Practice of Medicine 
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VEL 
LENGTH OF REGULAR GRADUATING COURSES 
1. The time occupied in each regular course of medical lectures 
shall not be less than six months, or twenty-four weeks each. 
2 Three full courses of lectures, not more than one of which 
shall be within the same year of time, shall be required for grad- 
uation with the Degree of Doctor of Medicine. 


IV 
ATTENDANCE AND EXAMINATION, OR QUIZZES 





1. Regular attendance during the entire lecture courses shall 
be required, allowance being made only for absence occasioned 
by the student’s sickness, and such absence not to exceed twenty 
per centum of the course. 

2. Regular examination or quizzes, to be made by each lecturer 
or professor daily, or at least once each week. 

3 Final examination in all branches to be conducted, when 
practicable, by competent examiners, other than the professors in 
each branch. 


Vv 
DISSECTION, CLINICS, AND HosprraL ATTENDANCE 
1. Each student shall have dissected during at least two courses. 


9. Attendance during at least two terms of clinical and hospital 
instruction, shall be required. 


VI 
TIME OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 
1. After the session of 1890-91 this shall not be less than four 
years before graduation, including the time spent with the pre- 
ceptor and attendance upon lectures, as stated above. CTS 


Vil 
INSTRUCTION 


1. The college must show that it has a sufficient and competent 
corps of instructors, and the necessary facilities for teaching dis- 
sections, clinics, ete. 


WET? 
PROPORTION OF GRADUATES TO MATRICULATES 


1. The aggregate graduates of a college shall not exceed forty- 
five per cent of its aggregate matriculates during the period of 
five years ending with any session subsequent to the sessions of 
1885-6. 

All medical colleges desiring recognition for their graduates 
by the Iowa State Board of Medical Examiners, are hereby re- 
spectfully notified that the above requirements will be strictly 
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and impartially adhered to and enforced on and after J anuary 
113972. | 
The above requirements were for the most part similar to those 


which the better medical schools had in force at this time but 
they were higher than required in some so that at the first meet- 
ing of the Board of Examiners it listed twenty-seven schools u 
would not approve. Among the twenty-seven were two Iowa 
schools, both being in Des Moines. These were the Iowa Eclectic 
Medical, a department of Drake University and the King Eclectie 
Medical College, a proprietary school. 


ADVANCE IN ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 


By 1890 the medical schools generally were requiring their stu- 
dents to have had a preliminary education equivalent to a four 
year high school course. In 1896 Johns Hopkins Medical College 
was organized on an academic basis with graduation from a Lib- 
eral Arts College as minimum qualification for admission. Other 
schools hesitated to adopt such a high standard but shortly after 
the beginning of the twentieth century it became apparent that 
to be properly prepared for the medical course as it was then 
being organized one should have had courses in the basic sciences 
of biology, chemistry and physics as they are usually given in a 
college of Liberal Arts. By 1910 two years of Liberal Arts with 
certain specified subjects became the generally accepted minimum 
of education preparatory to entering the medical collese ws inyad- 
dition to the quantity of work taken the medical colleges have 
set up certain quality standards including ‘‘aptitude’’ or ‘‘place- 
ment tests’? which must be met by the accepted student. 


CURRICULAR EXPANSION 


The medical curriculum in the colleges as they were organized 
in Iowa between the years 1850 and 1890 listed only about eight 
or nine subjects to be studied. These were the basic subjects of 
the medical course. With the development of modern scientific 
medicine which began about the middle of the nineteenth century 
and has continued since that time, it became necessary to greatly 
expand the curriculum of the medical course. The increase in the 
knowledge of the human organism in both health and disease, the 
discovery of the cause and prevention of certain diseases, the im- 
provement in diagnostic procedures and in therapeutic measures 
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have been so extensive’ as to require the splitting up of the seven 
or eight basic subjects into many specialties. New subjects have 
also been added so that today a medical curriculum may have 
twenty or thirty subjects requiring separate presentation. No 
longer could the courses be taught from the lecture platform or 
in an amphitheater clinic. Large laboratories, fully equipped with 
expensive apparatus were needed for individual practical work 
in the basic medical sciences. Full time teachers, specializing in 
their respective field of study replaced general practitioners as 
instructors. Medical practice within a hospital was substituted 
for the training in the art and practice of medicine as had been 
obtained under a preceptor. For this larger hospitals providing 
a greater amount of clinical material were necessary. Such ex- 
pansion required large sums of money and those schools that were 
dependent upon student fees for their income were placed in a 
precarious position. Most of such schools found it necessary to 
combine with universities that had a large endowment or were 
supported from public funds. Thus it was that in Iowa, the only 
regular college of medicine to survive the difficulties brought 
about by the high cost of medical education has been the college 
connected with the State University. 





TowA MEDICAL SCHOOLS 


The medical schools of Iowa were all organized as proprietary 
schools. This was true even of those schools that were at the start, 
departments of a university. The proprietary school was char- 
acterized by the facet that it was owned and financially controlled 
as a private institution. Generally, certain members of the fac- 
ulty would have a major interest in any property which was ac- 
quired. The only income was from student fees augmented by 
frequent contributions from members of the faculty and their 
friends. The instructors received no regular salary but depended, 
for their compensation, upon the prestige which came from their 
being connected with a medical school. In some eases, however, 
the lecture and examination fees did reach the pockets of the 
faculty. The major expense of a school was in the purchase of 
some equipment, in rent and upkeep of suitable quarters. The 
faculty was selected from among physicians in active practice. 
Specialization in medicine had not taken place when the lowa 
schools were being organized so that those selected for the faculty 
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had little or no special preparation in the subject assigned them, 
and a transfer from one chair to another in ease of a vacancy 
Was a common occurrence. . 

When affiliation with a university occurred it was generally 
stipulated that the university would not be obligated to use its 
funds in support of the school. Only when the medical school 
was made an integral part of a university did it receive any bene- 
fit from university funds. Thus the medical school organized at 
lowa City as a department of the university received no univer- 
sity support for running expenses during the first few years while 
it was in a probational status. However, affiliation was desirable 
because it gave the medical school the right to be recognized as 
a department of the. university and the degree granted to its 
eraduates carried the university’s prestige. For this the admin- 
istration of the university usually required that it be given the 
right to approve faculty appointments and to have submitted 
annual reports of the medical school affairs. 


Rock IsuANnp — DAvENPorT — KEOKUK SCHOOLS 
1849-1908 


Rock Island Medical College 
1848-1849 


In the year 1848 the Wisconsin legislature issued a charter for 
the establishment of the Madison Medical College. A provision 
in the charter permitted the creation of a branch school. No medi- 
cal school appears to have been established at this time in Madison 
but a branch was organized at Rock Island, Illinois with the title 
Rock Island Medical School. The founders of this branch were 
Dr. George W. Richards, Dr. Moses U. Knapp, Dr. Chandler B. 
Chapman and three laymen, John Y. Smith, Richard S. Maloney 
and Nathaniel W. Dean. 

Dr. Knapp had been a professor in Rush Medical College in 
Chicago. Dr. Chapman was a resident of Madison, Wisconsin. 
and Dr. Richards had organized the Franklin Medical] College 
at St. Charles, Illinois. The Franklin College failed to obtain an 
Illinois charter and so Dr. Richards arranged with the LaPorte 
University Medical School, in which he also held a professorshin, 
to grant the M.D. degree to such students as completed the course 
at Franklin Medical. In 1849 the Franklin school closed its doors 
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after a mob had attacked Dr. Richards at his home because he 
was supposed to have at his house a body for dissection which 
had been improperly obtained. Because of the relationship of ~ 
Dr. Richards to the LaPorte Medical College the Rock Island Col- | 
lege has been reported by some writers as having been moved 
from LaPorte. This does not seem to be correct as the LaPorte 
Medical College had been in existence for some years before and 
it continued to function for some time after the Rock Island 
College was organized. 

The Rock Island Medical School was a completely new institi- 
tion organized under a Wisconsin Charter and began its educa- 
tional career in Rock Island on the first Monday in November 
1848 with the following faculty: 





Geo. W. Richards, M.D., of St. Charles; President and Professo? 
of Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

M. L. Knapp, M.D., Chicago: Professor of Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics and Dean of the Faculty. 

CG. B. Chapman, M.D., of Madison, Wisconsin; Professor of the 
Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

W. S. Pierce, M.D., of Rock Island; Professor of General and 
Special Anatomy. 

John F. Sanford, M.D., of Farmington, Iowa; Professor of Mid- 
wifery and Diseases of Women and Children. : 

Galvin Gandy, M.D., of Taylorville, Illinois; Professor of Chem- 
istry and Pharmacy. 

S. G. Armor, M.D., of Rockford, Illinois; Professor of Physt- 
ology, Pathology and Medical Jurisprudence. 

Orphens Everts, M.D., of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin; Demonstrator 
of Anatomy. 


The fees for that year were listed as: 


Matriculation; =: "ese. ae ae ee $5.00 
Hach Protessor’sstlGK ete esee eee 10.00 
Dissecting. ticket: (Optional) =.= tee 5.00 
Graduation: 222 A 2 ee ee ere 


It will be noticed that only one member of the faculty was a 
resident of the city in which the school was located. This was a 
common practice in the early days as it was impossible to find 
sufficient satistactory teachers in the small communities in which 
many of the schools were then located. The medical course was 
short and the professors were away from their established prae- 
tice only for a short period. The Rock Island course ran for six- 
teen weeks and ended on February 20th, 1849, at which time 
twenty-one students graduated. 
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College of Physicians and Surgeons of the Upper Mississippi 
1849-1850 

Only one course was held in Rock Island and on February 25th, 
1849 members of the faculty secured articles of incorporation 
under Iowa laws and the school then moved across the Mississippl 
into Davenport and took the name of ‘“College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of the Upper Mississippi.’’ In making this move the 
faculty gave up all rights under the Wisconsin charter, The reason 
for the change in location was said to have been due to the eree- 
tion by John Forrest in Davenport, of a building which offered 
more suitable quarters, including an amphitheater, lecture rooms 
and a dissecting room with sky lights. It would also seem, from 
events that occurred later, that the move was made with the hope 
of affiliating the school with an established University. The State 
University of Iowa having been established at Towa City only 
a few years before the Davenport school was incorporated. 

The move to Davenport brought some faculty changes. Drs. 
Richard, Knapp, and Armor retained their positions. Dr. Chap- 
man assumed the chair of Anatomy; Dr. Sanford had Surgery; 
Dr. Everts took chemistry and pharmacy and Dr. A. S. Hudson, 
Obstetrics and diseases of women and children. J udge John For- 
rest Dillon, a graduate in the first Davenport medical class and 
later a prominent jurist had this to say of the Davenport faculty: 
‘The Professors as a body, were able men, some of them of great 
learning and even genius. Abler men than professors Richards, 
who taught practice; Sanford, who taught surgery and Armor, 
who taught physiology, it would be difficult to find in the chairs 
of any contemporary medical institution.’ 

The fees were the same as for the Rock Island School. The fall 
term opened on November 5th, 1849 and ran for sixteen weeks, 
while the spring term began the second Monday in March and 
it also extended over sixteen weeks. The Medical and Surgical 
Directory of Iowa for 1876 gives the February 1850 graduates 
of the Davenport school as follows: 


Samuel M. Crandall 
Seth H. Craig 
John FEF. Dillon 
John S. Graham 
Lyman Hall 

Rufus Howard 
Alfred Waterman 
George Warne 
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a eres 
hago air 


Most of these were hold overs from the Rock Island school but 
they constitute the list of the first graduates of the first medical _ 
school in Iowa. In June 1850 a second class of seven students 
eraduated. They were: | eon Sa 
Rickeg D. Barton 
EW Cross 
Monroe Dodson 
A. I. Huyek 
A, A. Noyes 
H. L. Porter 
R. C. Warriner 


The Davenport school had only a short existence for in the 
summer of 1850 it moved to its final home in Keokuk. However, 
before making this move the school had on March 18th, 1850, re- 
ceived official notice from the Secretary of the Board of Trustees 
of the State University of Iowa that favorable action had been 
taken February 21st, on the request that the scheool be recognized 
as the Medical Department of the University. 


eit A Be lk! Se 


College of Physicians and Surgeons, Keokuk 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF STATE UNIVERSITY 
1850-1899 


Keokuk at this time, 1850, because of its location seemed to be 
better situated for drawing students not only from Iowa but also 
from Missouri. Then, also the city of Keokuk made a very generous 
offer to supply suitable quarters for the school as well as a hos- 
pital where clinical teaching could be carried on. These facts 
caused the faculty of the Davenport school, in the spring of 1850, 
to instruct Dean Sanford to make the necessary arrangements to 
move the college to Keokuk that summer, and to carry out such 
preparations as needed to open the next school session in Keokuk 
on the first Monday in November. 

In the summer of 1850 construction on a medical building was 
started according to an item appearing in the Western Medico- 
Chirurgieal Journal for November 1850,—~‘ Our new college build- 
ing is about completed. It occupies a commanding and beautiful 
eminence in the southwest part of the city. When finished it will 
be a neat and tasty structure, conveniently arranged for purposes 
of medical education.’’? This, the first medical building in Iowa 
was located on Palean Street between 2nd and 8rd, on lots donated 
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First Medical Building 
College of Physicians and Surgeons 
1850-1858 


by General Reid, a resident of Keokuk. This first building was 
destroyed by fire in 1863 at which time it was being used as a 
pest house. 

In the winter of 1850-51 Dean Sanford, who was a member of 
the lowa Senate succeeded in getting the legislature to confirm 
the action of the Board of Trustees and thus to officially make 
the Keokuk College of Physicians and Surgeons the Medical De- 
partment of the State University. The major features of the bill 
as enacted for this purpose were reported in the February 1851 
issue of the Western Medico-Chirurgical Journal as follows: 


Ist. “‘That the College of Physicians and Surgeons located at 
Keokuk, shall constitute a constituent part and a department 
of the Iowa State University, with a full participation in the bene- 
fits and privileges pertaining to that Institution.’ 

2nd. “‘That the Medical Board shall have power to pass such 
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by-laws, make such regulations, and perfect such organization, as 
may be necessary. That they shall have full power to confer the 
Degree of Doctor of Medicine, upon such individuals as they 
may deem worthy.’? — 

83rd. ‘‘That the Diploma of the College of Physicians and Sur- 
veons of the Iowa University, shall be a license to practice medi- 
cine, surgery and obstetrics in Iowa.’’ 

The school looked upon this last as of considerable importance 


because ‘‘It distinguishes our own graduates in our own State, 
and gives them some important legal immunities over those whe 
leave the state.’? However this was actually of little practical 
importance as the first law requiring a license to practice in lowa 
did not become effective until thirty-six years later and the school 
by then had lost its connection with the University. In January 
of 1855 the Iowa General Assembly passed another act placing 
the college under the supervision of the Board of Trustees of 
the University ‘“‘but nothing was to be construed as to infer with 
the property rights of the College of Physicians and Surgeons.’’ 

Besides securing official recognition of the Keokuk school Dean 
Sanford secured the passage of a bill making a grant of $5000 
{rom the sale of saline lands for the immediate needs of the school. 
The money, however, not being immediately available arrange- 
ments were made with the Keokuk City Council to advance suf- 
ficient funds to complete the medical building. Unfortunately the 
Governor vetoed the bill making the grant of $5000 on the grounds 
that the ‘“‘legislature had no right to favor by appropriation front 
state funds one class of medical men over that of another.’’ As 
a result the school had to make good the amount advanced by the 
Keokuk City Council. The school building, however, was com- 
pleted with three large lecture rooms, two of which seated over 
three hundred and fifty persons, and one about two hundred and 
fifty. Attached to the main wings was the University Hospital 
which had been ‘‘erected and bountifully furnished by our gen- 
erous city.’’? The capacity of the hospital was said to be eighty 
beds and the faculty had complete control and management ot 
it for about ten years. According to the announcement for that 
year each student would be required to attend cases in the hos- 
pital and the value of bedside teaching was strongly emphasized. 

While most of the faculty of the Davenport school moved to 
Keokuk there were some important changes, These changes left 
the 1850-51 faculty with the following persons: 


John F. Sanford, M.D., Professor of Surgery and Dean 
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D. L. MeGugin, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of 
Women and Children, and President 

Samuel G. Armor, M.D., Professor of Physiology and Pathology 

Nicholas Hard, M. D., Professor of Anatomy 

George W. Richards, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of 
Medicine 

A. S. Hudson, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Thera- 
peuties 

S. Mathews, M. D., Professor of Chemistry 

J. C. Hughes, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy 
It was generally recognized that the faculty had among its 


members some of the most outstanding teachers of that day—- 
such men as Armor, Hard, Sanford, Richards and Hughes had a 
national reputation for their ability as practitioners and as teachers. 

As their building was not yet ready, the first session of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk opened early in 
November in the old Market House and continued for sixteen 
weeks. Dean Sanford gave the opening address to a body of four- 
teen students. The fees for the course were: 


Pomeriimcourse.0: lectures... $70.00 
ie ManOMmiccmanemen nies 5.00 
Om Ccemeten were es ee ke 20.00 
HO ccecrii eco Olivares rere Sipe 2 We i ee 5.00 


The requirements for graduation: 


First. The candidate must be twenty-one years of age. Second. 
le must have attended two courses of medical lectures; one of 
which must have been delivered in the medical department of the 
Iowa State regarded as equivalent to one course. Third. The 
candidate must have studied medicine for two years under the 
direction of a respectable medical practitioner. Fourth. He must 
write a medical thesis either in the English, Latin, French or 
German languages. I*ifth. He must pass an examination satis- 
factory to the faculty and pay the graduation fee in advance. 

Shortly before the opening of the second term in the fall of 


1851 Dr. Hard, the professor of Anatomy, died. The selection of 
his suecessor caused so much friction within the faculty that Dr. 
Richards and Dr. Armor resigned. Dr. Richards moved to Du- 
buque, Iowa, where he practiced medicine until his death in 1853. 
Dr. Armor went east and taught in several schools and finally 
in 1868 he succeeded Dr. Austin Flint as professor of Medical 
Practice in Long Island Medical College. 

The Keokuk school held regular sessions of sixteen weeks each 
and in the spring of 1851 graduated its first class of twelve stu- 
dents, in 1852 the number was eleven and in 1853 it was six. In 
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February of 1853 friction within the faculty caused Dr. John F. 
Sanford, Professor of Surgery and Dean of the faculty to resign. 
Dr. Sanford then organized the Iowa Medical College at first as 
a preparatory school and later as a full fledged medical college. 

Dr. J. C. Hughes was chosen to sueceed Dr. Sanford as Pro- 
fessor of Surgery and Dean of the faculty in the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons, a position which he held for nearly thirty 
years. Dr. Hughes was a graduate of the University of Maryland 
in 1845. He came to Keokuk in 1850 and was immediately given 
a position on the faculty of the medical college. He was a man 
of much tact and developed a strong friendship within the medical 
profession. He was an able surgeon, twice president of the lowa 
Medical Society and during the Civil war was appointed Surgeon 
General for the state and had charge of the Army Hospital at 
Keokuk. He also seemed to have been a good business man for 
at his death in 1882 the properties of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons were a part of his estate. Under his leadership the 
medical school had its most prosperous period and Keokuk was 
at this time the medical center of the state. 

During the first few years of its existence the college seemed 
to have a good many difficulties both within and from without 
the school which were designed to interfere with its progress as 
is shown by an editorial in the Iowa Medical Journal of which 
Dr. Hughes was editor. The editorial has the following to say 
regarding these troubles: ‘‘We would remark by the way for the 
eratification of the friends of the school, that the secret and under- 
current efforts to distract and break down the college have most 
signally failed, as all such disgraceful means will in the end do.’’ 
This item probably refers to the rivalry of Dr. Sanford’s new 
school and also to the agitation initiated by Dr. N. S. Davis of 
Rush Medical for the reduction of fees charged in medical schools 
to such a low figure as would cut off the only source of income 
available to most schools. 

By 1854 only two members of the original faculty were stil] 
with this school. These two were Dr. Hughes and Dr. D. L. Me- 
Gugin who was now professor of Physiology, Pathology, and 
Microscopy. The other members of the faculty were now: 


Ireman Knowles, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Medi- 
cine 

J. E. Sanborn, M.D., Professor of Chemistry and Materia Medica 

K. R. Ford, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
and Children 
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Edward A. Arnold, M.D., Professor of Anatomy 
P. Van Patten, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy 
The fees at this time were: 


iba) E001 RRViaL NES © 7 ie $ 5.00 
Pee peacieroressOties A i 10.00 
eee eee ee er ge 5.00 
| Dp uenivy) 14s “oh Sa eg a 30.00 


In 1857 another disturbing factor arose through the adoption 
of the revised Iowa constitution in which the State University 
was located at Iowa City and was to be without branches in other 
localities. The question then arose as to the right of the college 
located in Keokuk to be continued as the Medical Department of 
the University. The Keokuk faculty presented a memorial to the 
legislature requesting an interpretation of the relationship of the 
medical college to the University. The question was referred to 
the judiciary committee and it reported that all appropriated 
funds for the University were to be confined to the one institu- 
tion at Iowa City, but ‘‘it was not believed that the medical de- 
partment at Keokuk was cut off from connections with it. Since 
it had been so connected for about eight years and was a recog: 
nized department at the time the constitution was adopted, and 
since there was no specifie provision severing its connection with 
the same, nothing seemed to prevent its continued nominal con- 
nection and no further legislation was needed to define its rela- 
tion.’ Thus the school continued to be recognized as a depart- 
ment of the State University until about 1870 when the medical 
school at Iowa City was opened. 

In October of 1858 a new medical building, located at Seventh 
and Blondeau streets in Keokuk was dedicated. Its construction 
had been made possible by a loan of $15,000 from state funds. 
The loan was for a period of fourteen years but in 1879 a legis- 
lative inquiry brought out the fact that no part of the loan had 
been paid. The state obtained a judgement in the Lee County 
Court for the amount but were able to realize only about one 
third of the original loan and could collect no interest on the 
$15,000. 

Under the leadership of Dean J. C. Hughes Sr., the school! 
prospered. Even during the Civil War period of 1861-65 there 
was no interruption and except in 1862 rather large classes were | 
graduated. The infirmary which was attached to the medical 
building was converted into a government hospital with two hun- 
dred and fifty beds. Beyond the disturbance created by the or- 
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Seventh Street Building 
Coliege of Physicians and Surgeons 
1858-1908 


eanization of a medical school at Iowa City in direct connection 
with the University and therefore eligible to receive state funds 
there seems to have been nothing which needs special attention 
following the Civil War and up to the time of the death of Dean 
Hughes. It was, however, in the late eighteen seventies and early 
eighties that the school graduated its largest classes, that of 187 8 
having two hundred and twenty-one members. 

The death of Dean Hughes occurred in 1882 and was a severe 
blow to the welfare of the school. It was due to his business ability 
and to his suecess as an administrator that the college had a very 
successful and carefree existence for almost three decades. Faculty 
changes were frequent but these did not seem to produce the same 
disturbance as had occurred in the first few years after the col- 
leve opened in 1850. During the elder Dean Hughes’ adminis- 
tration the educational requirements for medicine changed very 
little. There had been considerable agitation for higher stand- 
ards but in the absence of united action individual colleges hesi- 
{ated to do anything that might lessen their student enrollment. 
While the faculty endorsed the recommendations of the teachers’ 
convention in Cincinnati held in 1867 which called for a medical 
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course of four years, they continued to adhere to the prevailing 
custom of three years of medical study which included two courses 
of medical lectures, Fees however, were reduced from $10.00 for 
each lecturer to $40.00 for an entire year’s course. The sessions 
at this time were of four months duration with six hours of lee- 
tures daily. 

After the death of the elder Dr. Hughes the faculty elected his 
son Dr. J. C. Hughes, Jr., to the Deanship and obtained from 
the Hughes’ estate a five-year lease on the medical building. The 
young Dr. Hughes is said to have been a very fine operative sur- 
geon, but had little interest in the patient beyond the operative 
procedures. He lacked his father‘s administrative ability and 
deep interest in the welfare of the medical college. It is also said 
that his personal habits were not favorable to the best interests 
of the school. It is thus not surprising that at the end of the five 
year period for which the medical building had been leased all 
of the faculty, except the Dean and one other member, resigned 
and under the leadership of Dr. George F. Jenkins organized a 
rival school, the Keokuk Medical College. 

Dean Hughes, Jr., reorganized his faculty, filling the vacancies 
as best he could and the school continued to function for another 
eight or nine vears. In March of 1894. the Iowa Board of Medical 
Examiners declared the school to be hot in good standing and 
as a result refused to issue certificates on its diploma. No specific 
reasons were given for this action but it was accredited to the 
influence of a Dr. Seroges who was a member of the faculty of 
the Keokuk Medical College and also a member of the State Board 
of Medical Examiners. Some Say it was an effort to destroy the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons and to thus leave the Keokuk 
Medical College without a local rival. However, the faculty of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons took the matter to court 
and obtained a writ of mandamus compelling the Board of Ex- 
aminers to issue to the graduates of the School certificates to prac- 
tice medicine in Iowa. Nevertheless other difficulties including the 
higher requirements for admission and graduation which were 
beginning to have a marked effeet upon the schools at this time 
continued to arise and in 1899 the college gave up the strugele 
and joined with its Keokuk competitor to form the Keokuk Medi- 
eal College—College of Physicians and Surgeons. The last class 
of forty-five members eraduated in 1898, thus ending almost a 
half century of medical educational activity. During this period 
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two thousand four hundred and five students were granted dt- 
plomas. The college had indeed a major influence on the medical 
practice in Iowa and many of its graduates ranked among the 
very best medical practitioners both in Iowa and elsewhere. 


Iowa Medical College — Keokuk 
1853-1858 


In the July number of the Western Medical and Chirurgical 
Journal of 1853 the following item appears, written by the then 
Editor, Dr. John F! Sanford: “‘A preparatory medical school 
for instruction in the various branches of the medical sciences, 
will be opened in the city of Keokuk, during the ensuing autumn. 
The editor of this Journal, influenced by the desire of his own 
pupils and other professional friends, will unite his services in 
this enterprise. Similar institutions are springing up all over the 
country, and it is hoped the time is not far distant when they 
will supercede private pupilage altogether.’? Thus was announced 
the beginning of a new short lived Keokuk medical school. 

Dr. Sanford, on being accused of misrepresenting the expendi- 
tures of funds while on a buying trip in the east for the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, resigned from his connections with 
that college in February 1853. He, with a few other physicians 
then perfected an organization under the name ‘‘Towa Medical 
College.’’ 

At its inception it was proposed to give only a preparatory 
course to students who were not immediately prepared to enter 
a reeular medical college. The course was to be six weeks long 
and to be given early enough in the fall to permit students to 
enter the regular medical college sessions. The faculty as first 
announeed, had: 


Dr. John Sanford in charge of Anatomy and Surgery 
Dr. R. H. Wyman, Pathology, practice of Medicine and Obstetrics 
Dr. W. H. Farner, Chemistry, Materia Medica and Therapeutics, 
Secretary of the faculty. 
The first course of lectures began in October 1853 with a fee 


of $30.00 for all the lectures. 

The next information we have for the school is contained in 
the published announcement for the school year of 1855-56. By 
this time the preparatory school had expanded so as to give a 
complete medical course and the granting of the doctorate degree. 
The announcement lists a Board of Trustees of which Col. Thos. 
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W. Clagett was President, Dr. Sanford Bell, secretary and Gen. 
A. Bridgeman was treasurer. A board of curators was also named 
and it included such prominent persons as Hon. James Harlan. 
U. 8. Senator; Hon. Geo. Wright, Chief Justice in Iowa Supreme 
Court; T. D. Eads, Superintendent of Public Instruction in Iowa. 
The faculty had the following persons: 
Dr. Sanford Bell, Professor of General and Special Surgical An- 
atomy and Dean of the faculty 
Dr. J. F. Sanford, Professor of Principles and Practice of Surgery 
Dr. E. C. Francis, Professor of Pathology and Clinical Medicine 
Dr. J. D. Elbert, Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine 
Dr. R. Hills, Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and 
Children 
Dr. J. Lawrence Page, Professor of Materia Medica and Thera- 
eutics : 
eee T. Gordon Hake, Professor of Physiology and Hygiene 
Dr. J. 8. Martin, Lecturer in Chemistry and Toxicology 
Lloyd D. Simpson Esq., Lecturer of Medical Jurisprudence 
Dr. B. F. Stephenson, Lecturer and Demonstrator of Anatomy 
The institute was to open on the first Monday in November 
1855 and as was stated in the announcement it was ‘‘to elevate 
medical education and introduce the reforms recommended by the 
American Medical Associations. ’’ 
The fees as scheduled for the session of 1856-57 were: 


Brcko $ 5.00 
Bee aC PeacOUsCre oe 80.00 
Bee UB CO mete ce Se 5.00 
EEN LEVIS, Lge pe, <r anlar 20.00 


In none of the announcements or other printed material re- 
garding the Iowa Medical College which has been available to 
the writer, has there appeared any statement regarding entrance 
requirements, qualifications for graduation, number of students 
enrolled or the specific reforms which were to be introduced by 
the college. That the founder of the college, it was commonly 
known as “‘Sanford’s College,’’ expected it to have a prosperous 
and prolonged career is evidenced by the fact that in 1856 Dr. 
Sanford financed the construction of a special building for the 
college. This building was later sold to Lee County by Dr. San- 
ford for the sum of fourteen thousand dollars. The existence of 
a diploma issued by the college to one A. S. Tinsman and dated 
February 24th, 1857 is evidence that the school did graduate some 
students. A publication known as Keokuk Citizen of June 10th, 
1927, credits the college with a total of one hundred graduates. 
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The last faculty for which we have any record differs from that 
given for the year 1855-56 in the following particulars: Dr. H. 
F. Francis replaced Dr. Bell as Dean; Dr. John L. Lewis replaced 
Dr. Page as Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeuties; Dr. 
G. B. Parker is given as Professor of Obstetrics, Dr. Sanford as 
Professor of Surgery, Dr. John W. Bond, Professor of Medicine 
and Dr. B. F. Stephenson, Professor of Anatomy. 

The school’s career came to an end in 1860, after only about 
five years during which it gave a complete medical course. One 
ean only surmise that it, like many other schools of that period, 
found the competition for students too heavy for it to maintain 
the standards which it had originally proclaimed. 


Keokuk Medical College 
1890-1899 





Surgical Clinic St. Joseph’s Hospital 
Keokuk Medical College 


Discontent among the faculty of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons reached its climax in 1889 and early in 1890 the entire 
faculty with exception of Dean Hughes, Jr., and Professor Kinna- 
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man resigned and under the leadership of Dr. George I’. Jenkins 
and Dr, J. A. Scroggs they organized the Keokuk Medical College. 
Incorporation was completed on February 1st, 1890, with the 
following officers: 


Dr. Geo. F. Jenkins, President 

Dr. S. W. Moorhead, Vice President 

Dr. J. A. Scroggs, Secretary-Treasurer 

Dr. T. J. Maxwell, Corresponding Secretary 


During the summer of 1890 a medical building located at 20 
North Sixth Street was completed. This building was financed 
by the medical faculty which at the opening of school in the fall 
of 1890 had the following members: 

Geo. F. Jenkins, M.D., Principles and Practice of Medicine 
J. A. Scroggs, M.D., Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children 
S. W. Moorhead, M.D., Materia Medica, Therapeutics and State 

Medicine | 
J. C. Armentrout, M.D., Physiology, Hygiene and Nervous System 
T. J. Maxwell, M.D., Principles and Practice of Surgery 
G. O. Morgridge, M.D., Pathology, Ophthalmology and Otology 
Hon. 8. M. Clark, Medical Jurisprudence 
Geo. E. Marshall, M.D., Chemistry and Toxicology 
C. EK. Ruth, M.D., Anatomy 
Lurman C. Ingersoll, Dental Science 
R. H. Fegers, M.D., Lecturer on Dermatology 
H. A. Kinnaman, M.D., upon being given his release from the Col- 

lege of Physicians and Surgeons was appointed Demonstrator of 

Anatomy 

There were one hundred and forty-three students enrolled for 
the first session which ended on March 28th, 1891 at which time 
sixty-three students were graduated, all but twelve of whom were 
classified on matriculation as physicians. 

Following the close of the winter session of 1890-91 a spring 
course was given “‘designed for practitioners as well as students.’’ 
This session opened on March 16, and continued for ten weeks. 
The only fee scheduled for the college we have been able to find 
is that for the second session which began on September 22nd, 
1891 and was as follows: 


Glen il Onnt Comet cer gore tone 8 et $ 5.00 
Lecture fee, including Hospital ticket 28.00 
SALIENT Opa. TIT “nk NR a 30.00 


Material at cost 


Fees for the spring session were $18.00, $8.00 of which was de- 
ductable from fees of the regular winter session. 
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We have found no data which gives us the entrance require- a 


ments or the qualifications needed for graduation as imposed by 


the Keokuk Medical College. We do find that the school had — 


membership in the Association of American Medical Colleges and 
was also fully recognized by the Iowa Board of Medical Examiners 


for certification of its graduates. From these facts we are justified 


in stating that their published requirements at least were equal 
to those imposed by the above accrediting agents. At this period 
eraduation from high sehool or the academic equivalent was re- 
quired for admission, and for graduation attendance upon three 
courses of at least six months was needed for recognition by the 
Iowa Board of Examiners. 7 

Clinical instruction of the Keokuk Medical College was given 
in St. Joseph’s Hospital, the staff of which was composed of mem- 
bers of the faculty. 

In 1897 the Keokuk Dental College was organized as a depart- 
ment of the medical college with Dr. B. C. Hinkley as Dean. Dur- 
ing its existence it graduated one hundred and thirty-nine. 

The college held regular sessions and at the close of each, di- 
plomas were issued to a graduating class, the first being in the 
spring of 1891 and the last one before the two Keokuk schools 
combined, was in 1899. The total number of graduates for the 
nine annual commencements of the Keokuk Medical College was 
three hundred and ninety-one. 

The faculty for the year 1898-99 at the time the Keokuk schools 
combined had several of the original members but there had been 
some changes. 

; Faculty for 1898-99 
Geo. F’. Jenkins, Principles and Practice of Medicine 
J. A. Seroggs, M.D., Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
S. W. Moorhead, M.D., Materia Medica, Therapeutics, Hygiene 
and State Medicine 
T. J. Maxwell, M.D., Principles and Practice of Surgery 
C. EK. Ruth, M.D., Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy—Clinical 

Surgery 
H. A. Kinnaman, Diseases of Children and Demonstrator of An- 

atomy 
Wm. C. Howell, Esq., Jurisprudence 
W. B. LaForce, Pathology 
Frank M. Fuller, Chemistry and Toxicology 
Robt. M. Lapsley, Ophthalmology and Otology, and in addition 


there were four or five who had the title of ‘‘Lecturer’’ and 
‘“ Assistant. ’’ 


ek dit Hee i ie 
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In 1899 the purchase of the property of the College of Physi- 
clans and Surgeons by the faculty of the Keokuk Medical College 
brought to a close the separate activities of the two schools and 
for the next nine years Keokuk had but the one school. 


Keokuk Medical College—College of Physicians and Surgeons 
1899-1908 


Toward the close of the nineteenth century the advances in 
medical education became so extensive that schools without large 
private endowments found it 
difficult if not impossible to meet 
the added expenses which had 
been forced upon them. The 
College of Physicians and Surg- 
eons being dependent upon the 
student fees for meeting its ex- 
penses was one of the earlier 
schools to realize it could not 
keep up with the advancing re- 
quirements without a large in- 
come. Therefore in 1899 over- 
tures were made to the Keokuk 
Medical College leading to com- 
bination of the two schools. It 
was thought that by combininy 
the resources of the two schools 
improvements could be made 
which would make possible ad- 
vances in academic standards to 





: : Home of the Keokuk Medical College 
where they would be in keeping 1890-1908 : 


with the new edueational re- 


quirements. The negotiations resulted in the formation of a single 
school. The old Keokuk Medical College under Dean Geo. F. 
Jenkins had a controlling interest in the new school. 

With the rivalry between the two schools gone the first session 
of the reorganized school opened in the fall of 1899 under much 
improved conditions. The two medical buildings which had _ be- 
longed to the separate schools were both used for didactic and 
laboratory space. Clinical facilities at St. Joseph’s Hospital were 
extended. In 1900 a College of Pharmacy was added as a de- 
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partment with J. Albert Kiedaisch in charge and the medical 
faculty as instructors. In the following year a nurses training 
school was opened at St. Joseph’s Hospital with the medical fac- 
ulty again as instructors. 

A new era of progress seemed to open and for a while gave 
promise of continuing indefinitely. By 1908 however, the faculty 
came to a full realization that the school could not continue unless 
it was affiliated with a University with adequate endowment. . 
Drake University with its medical school seemed at this time to 7 
have the necessary requisites for a permanent medical school. 
Thus in October of 1908 the college turned over its records and 
assets to Drake University in Des Moines. About one hundred 
and ten of the Keokuk students continued their studies at Drake. 
During its nine years of activity the combined school had grad- 
uated four hundred and eight students. At the time of its transfer 
to Drake University the faculty had the following officers: 

George I. Jenkins, M.D., President 
J. A. Scroggs, M.D., Vice-President 
W. B. LaForee, Ph.B., M.D., Secretary 


Robert M. Lapsley, M.D., Treasurer 
and the members of the faculty were: 


Ga Ha huth, VD; 
HeAmGray eM: 

H. A. Kinnaman, M.D. 
Alonzo B. Hughes, M.D. 
Frank M. Fuller, M.D. 

R. H. Fegers, M.D. 

Charles A. Jenkins, M.D. 
W. C. Howell, A.B., M.D.. 
Frank M. Norberry, A.M., M.D. 
Frank M. Hiller, M.D. 
Coral M. Armentrout, M.D. 
Wm. M. Hogle, M.D. 
Edward M. Hanson, M.D. 
E. C. Wollenweber, M.D. 
Bruce L. Gilfillan, M.D. 

Thus ended a period of almost sixty years during which medica! 
education was actively carried on in Keokuk. A period during 
whieh about three thousand two hundred men and women were 
trained according to the requirements of their time for the prac- 
tice of medicine. These physicians migrated to virtually every 
state in the Union, but they retain a warm and appreciative mem- 
ory for their alma mater which is still manifested in an active 
Keokuk Alumni Association. 
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Counc Buurrs Mrpica CoLLEGE 
1893-1895 


From the meager records available it appears that the organiza- 
tion of a medical school at Council Bluffs was first proposed by 
Dr. Donald Macrae, Sr., at a meeting of the Council Bluffs Medical 
Society on April 12th, 1893. The proposal was favorably considered 
by the society but final action wag not taken until April 26th, 
of the same year, when a committee, which apparently had been 
appointed to study the proposal, made a unanimous report in 
favor of the establishment of a medical school. No further refer- 
ence is made regarding a school until August 24th, 1893, when 
the following item appears in the minutes of the medical society: 
“The Hospital Committee recommends that the faculty of the 
Council Bluffs Medical College have full control of St. Bernard’s 
Hospital during the school year.’’ 

It would thus appear that sometime between April 26th and 
August 24th, 1893, the organization of the medical college was 
formally completed and a faculty selected with the full approval 
of the medical society. The Council Bluffs city directory for 1894 
gave the location of the college as 541 W. Broadway Street, and 
the Dean as Dr. D. Macrae and Dr. J. I’. White as Secretary. 

The Hospital Committee of the medical society listed the staff 
of St. Bernard’s Hospital for the school year of October 1898 to 
April 1894 as follows: 


Clinical Surgery—Drs. Macrae and Lacey 

Clinical Medicine—Drs. Greene and Jennings 

Nervous and Mental Diseases—Dr. Thomas 

Obstetries—Dr. White 

Gynecology—Dr. Barstow 

Hye and Ear—Dr. Burrell 

Skin—Dr. Houghton 

Diseases of Children—Dr. Cleaver 

Consulting Physician—Dr. Pinney 

As the staff was to be composed of faculty members only and 

in the absence of any other record the above list must also be that 
of the clinical faculty for the college’s first year. We can, how- 
ever, find no record listing those who were appointed to give in- 
struction in the basic medical sciences. A course in anatomy must 
have been given for after the school closed the city beeame ex- 
eited over the finding of several bodies in a gully north of the 
city. On investigation it was proven that the bodies were dis. 
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seeting material from the medical college “‘that a good for nothing | 


janitor’’ had dumped there after the close of the medical school. 

The first term opened on October 38rd, 1893 and continued for 
six months. The second term began September 18th, 1894. The 
available records give us nothing regarding entrance requirements, 
eraduation qualifications, fees charged or the number of students 
enrolled. After only two years of instruction the Council Bluffs 
Medical College closed its doors in the spring of 1895, and having 
eraduated no student during its short existence. 


Sioux Ciry COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
1890-1908 


At a meeting in Algona in the year 1899 the Northwest lowa 
Conference of the Methodist Church authorized the establishment 
of an institution of college grade, provided a suitable campus 
and certain financial euarantees could be secured. As outlined 
by the Conference the institution was to be called the ‘‘ University 
of the Northwest’? and was to include among other departments 
a school of medicine. 

Sioux City at this time, 1889, was experiencing a phenomenal 
erowth and its business men felt fully justified in donating the 
eround now occupied by Morningside College and in making the 
financial guarantees which were necessary to bring the University 
of the Northwest to Sioux City. With the location thus established 
the Chancellor, the Rev. Wilmot Whitfield, under authority from 
the Board of Regents, appointed a medical faculty from among 
the physicians practicing in Sioux City. Dr. George W. Beggs 
was appointed Dean, Dr. Wm. Jepson, Secretary and Professor 
of Surgery. Other members of the faculty included: 

Dr. J. G. Talboy, Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
Dr. H. A. Wheeler, Professor of Medicine 

Dr. F. J. Murphy, Professor of Therapeutics 

Dr. Edward Hornibrook, Professor of Gynecology and Medical 

Ethies 

The medical department was first housed in a residential build- 
ine located at 1712 Garretson Ave., and the first class was ad- 
mitted in the fall of 1890. 

In the following year the University of the Northwest found 
itself with an indebtedness of $100,000 and its property encum- 
bered with first and second mortgages. With such a financial 
burden the University was unable to withstand the panie which 
swept over the country at this time. As a result there was a 


4 
; 
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Sioux City Medical College Building 
1898 


Home of Sioux City Medical College 
1902-1904 


complete collapse of the University of the Northwest but out of 
the wreckage there emerged two independent institutions, the 
Sioux City College of Medicine and Morningside College. Each 
institution being left to shift for itself as best it could. 


x 
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Lareely through the efforts of Dr. Wm. Jepson the medical 
faculty formed a corporation under the title of ‘“Sioux City 
College of Medicine,’’ with Dr. George W. Beggs as President and 
Dr. Wm. Jepson as Secretary. The avowed purpose of this corpo- 
ration being to continue as a private enterprise the activities of 
the defunct medical department of the University of the Northwest. 

The school thus newly organized first occupied rented quarters 
in a business building but in 1898 a medical building was erected 
at the corner of Fourteenth and Jones streets. Four years later 
it became necessary 10 secure more adequate space and the school 
was moved to the upper floors of the Y.M.C.A. building at the 
corner of Seventh and Pierce streets. It remained here only a 
short time before returning to the medical building. 

From the beginning entrance requirements were in conformity 
with those set out by the Association of American Medical Col- 
leges, to which association the Sioux City College was admitted 
in 1891. The entrance requirements called for graduation from 
a four year high school, with one year of Latin or the passing 
of an ‘‘equivalent examination.’’ The medical course extended 
through four academic years of six months each but up to 1899 
one year of credit was granted to those who had had one or mote 
vears of instruction under a preceptor. The academic year was 
lenethened to eight months in 1900 and to nine months in 1905. 
Although the school claimed to have met all the requirements as 
set out by the Iowa State Board of Medical Examiners for licens- 
ine its graduates without examination the lowa Board refused 
for the first two or three years to recognize the school. The medi- 
cal faculty was unable to secure from the Secretary of the Ex- 
amining Board a satisfactory explanation for the failure to recog: 
nize the school. However after the Board had been severely criti- 
cized by Judge Bank of the Superior Court in Keokuk for ex- 
ceeding its authority in refusing to recognize the graduates of 
a Keokuk school the Sioux City school was, in 1895, put upon 
the approved list. Regardless of the opposition of the Lowa Board 
of Medical Examiners the first class of seven members was grad- 
uated in 1893 and in each sueceeding year up to and including 
1908 a class was graduated ranging in size from five to fourteen 
members. The total number receiving diplomas from the school 
in its eighteen years of existence was one hundred and forty-one. 

Like many of the other private medical schools of that period 
the Sioux City College was dependent upon sudent fees for meet- 
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ing all its financial obligations. The earliest list of the fees at this 
school which we have been able to find is for the year 1896 and 
they were as follows: 


Peer Que ee $ 5.00 
Seon ielechiecickot.. - St 48.00 
ee CK eee 5.00 
Peostiawon tor STraduation 2... 20.00 


Clinical instruction was given in St. Joseph’s Hospital, which 
had been organized in 1890 and for the first twelve years had a 
closed staff consisting of the faculty of the medical college. When 

first formed the faculty had nine members but when the schooi 

was discontinued in 1908 the faculty had been increased to 28 
members with Frederick E. Franchere as President of the Board 
of Trustees, Dr. John N. Warren as Dean and Dr. E. D. Trear 
as Secretary. Clinical instruction by this time had been expanded 
into the Samaritan and St. Vincent’s Hospitals as well as in St. 
Joseph’s, 

hike many other medical schools throughout the country the 
Sioux City College of Medicine found it impossible without a 
large endowment to obtain and maintain the expensive equipment, 
the specially trained full time teachers in the preclinical subjects 
which the advances in medical knowledge had made it necessary 
for medical schools to supply if they were to be fully recognized. 

The faculty was convinced that a school not connected with a 
University amply endowed would have to succumb, so in 1908 
the doors were closed and according to Dr. Wm. Jepson, ‘‘the 
activities of the College of Medicine were transferred to the Uni- 
versity of South Dakota.’’ A search at the University of South 
Dakota, however, fails to reveal any records of the school or de- 
tails regarding the transfer. 


Drs Mornes MeEpicaL SCHOOLS 


After Des Moines became the capitol of Iowa it was soon evi- 
dent that it would develop into the largest city of the state. Its 
central location, its business expansion and rapidly growing pop- 
ulation, made it a natural point for the location of institutions 
of higher education including professional schools. It is not 
strange, therefore, that several medical schools were organized 
about the same time in Des Moines. The available records re- 
garding these schools show diserepencies as to dates of origin 
and closing, titles and faculty members. However it seems certain 
that the first of the schools was the 
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Iowa Eclectic Medical College 
Medical Department of Drake University 
1881-1887 


Drake University was organized in the summer of 1881 with 
its chancellor George T. Carpenter and several of its faculty 
members being recruited from the Christian College at Oskaloosa. 


Immediately after the founding of Drake University professional 


schools were established by its officers in order to sustain its dig- 
nity as a University. The following story of the formation of a 
medical department is taken from the ‘‘ History of Medicine in 
Towa,’’ by Dr. D. S. Fairchild. ‘‘Drake University made a medical 
department by bringing together a group of eclectic physicians 
to constitute a medical faculty. It was believed by the scholarly 
men who made up the official body of the University that the 





Center Street Building 
College of Medicine 
Drake University 
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term eclectic meant a broader conception of medicine than any 
other system and was more in accordance with a devoutly religious 
faculty.’’ 

As announced in the Drake catalogue for the year 1881-82 the 
original faculty was composed of the following persons: 


G. T. Carpenter, A.M., President 


O. H. P. Shoemaker, M.D., Professor of the Principles and Prac- 
tice of Medicine, and Diseases of Children 

John Cooper, M.D., Professor of Anatomy, Descriptive and Surgical 

J. L. Bennett, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics 

John Conaway, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of 
Women : 

W. H. Kent, M.S., Professor of Chemistry, Toxicology and Physi- 
ology 

HK. H. Carter, M.D., Professor of the Science and Art of Surgery 
and Dean of the Faculty 


The catalogue further states that ‘‘The faculty of the College 
is composed wholly of men in the prime of hfe, who are scholarly 
and have had unusual facilities in their profession. In fact, each 
Professor is especially fitted for the chair assigned him, and will 
impart to the student such knowledge as will enable him to become 
a qualified and successful practitioner of medicine and surgery.’ 


The first term for the medical school opened on January 10th, 
1882 and closed May 30th at which time seven students were orad- 
uated. The location of the school was at 301 Walnut Street. Re- 
quirements for admission are not given in the catalogue but the 
requisites for graduation calls for the candidate “‘to be twenty- 
one years old and of good moral character.’’ To have ‘‘read 
medicine three years and attended two full courses of lectures, 
or to have read two years and attended three courses of lectures, 
or to have attended four courses of lectures without previous 
reading.’’ Candidates must notify the Dean at least six weeks 
before close of the session and pay the graduation fee which ‘‘in 
case of withdrawal or rejection, will be returned.’’ Candidates 
must have passed a satisfactory examination in the eight subjects 
which formed the usual curriculum of that day. 

The fees for the first year were listed as: 
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Graduation fee -........: 0 
Scholarship -..22:13 cca 


Men and women were admitted on equal terms. 





The Iowa Eclectic Medical College functioned as a department 
of Drake University until 1887 when the last class was graduated. 
During its six years a total of sixty students were graduated. 
Dr. D. S. Fairchild tells about the end of the school in the follow- 
ine way: ‘‘In the course of three years the University medical 
faculty meetings became so discordant that on occasions it became 
necessary for the police to preside. Finally the character of the 
discussions, the language used, the broken chairs and other things 
became so abhorent to the board of trustees that the eclectic medi- 
eal department was discontinued.’’ It would appear that discord 
within the faeulty occurred very shortly after the school opened 
its first term in 1882 for we find a rival eclectic school was in- 
corporated in the summer of 1883 with some of its faculty taken 
from the Drake school. 


There is a considerable confusion in the records regarding the 
correct title of the school. The Drake catalogue issued in 1881 
announced the ‘‘Iowa Eclectic Medical College, The Eclectic Med?- 
eal Department of Drake University.’’ The first edition of the 
A.M.A,. Directory, published in 1907 lists an ‘‘Iowa Medical Col- 
lege’’ at Des Moines with the statement that it was organized in 
1881 as the ‘‘Iowa Eclectic Medical College’’ but assumed the 
name ‘‘Iowa Medical College’? in 1883. The second edition of 
Polk’s Medical Directory, published in 1890 lists an ‘‘lowa Ke- 
leetic Medical College’? Des Moines, Iowa, with John Cooper, M.D.. 
President. This last college, the Directory states was organized 
in 1887 and the first class graduated in 1888. The faculty con- 
sisted of ten professors. If we were to attempt to harmonize these 
apparently conflicting statements in the absence of more exact 
data it would be as follows: In 1881 the ‘‘Iowa Eclectic Medicat 
College’’? was organized as a Department of Drake University. 
In 1883 it seems to have dropped the term ‘‘ Kelectic’’ from its 
title and became the ‘‘Iowa Medical College’’ but continued as 
2 department of Drake. After the school was refused further 
affiliation with Drake University in 1887 its faculty reorganized 
as an independent school with John Cooper, M.D., as President 
and Dean and again took the original title of ‘‘lowa Hclecti¢ 
Medical College’’ but suspended all activity about 1893. 
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King Eclectic Medical College 
1883-1889 


As stated earlier trouble arose within the faculty of the Medica! 
Department of Drake University soon after it opened its doors 
in January 1882. At least two 
of the faculty, Dr. John Cooper 
and Dr. O.-H. P. Shoemaker, re- 
signed and organized in 1883 the 
‘‘Kine Eclectic Medical Col- 
lege’? as a rival of the Drake 
school. Both colleges had their 
quarters in the 300 block on 
Walnut Street, Des Moines. The 
Drake school was at 801 and the 
King College at 319 Walnut. 

Dr. Oliver H. P. Shoemaker, 
who had the position of Dean in 
the new school graduated from 
the Helectic Medical Institute of 
Cincinnati in 1871 and was an 
active and prominent member 
of the National Medical Associ- 
ation. King Kelectie in its first 
session, 1853-84 had thirty ma- 
triculates, nine of whom received 





the deeree of Doctor of Medi- King Eclectic Medical College 
; y Commencement Announcement 
eine at the close of the session. 1886 


The graduation class with one 

exception was composed of experienced practitioners, The annual 
Sessions were of twenty weeks duration beginning in the fall and 
ending in the early gpring. 

No preliminary education was specified as being needed for 
admission, but for graduation one ‘‘must pass a satisfactory ex. 
amination in the branches of a good English education, (or fur- 
nish evidence of possessing the same).’’ Three years of medica! 
study including attendance upon two courses of lecture and 
passing an examination in anatomy, chemistry, materia medica, 
therapeutics, obstetrics, physiology, and the practice of medicine 
and surgery were the basic requirements for graduation. The 
fees for the second session were: 

Magma aliOleee eee ‘2 Sigeed Freee aaa 6ae $ 5.00 
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Lecture fee for Course = 2222 eee 25.00 
Dissecting room. 2... Aa 10.00 
Graduation: fee... 2 ee eee 25.00 
Scholarship 22.52. Se eee ee 50.00 


Those taking a scholarship could attend as many courses as 
they wished without further cost. The faculty as listed for the 
second term was as follows: 

O. H. P.. Shoemaker, A.M., M.D., Professor of the Principles and 

Practice of Surgery. Dean of faculty. 

John Cooper, M.D., Professor of Anatomy, Descriptive and Surgical 

J. L. Bennett, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica, Therapeutics 
and Diseases of Women 

I. A. Hammer, M.D., Professor of Pathology and Practice of 

Medicine 
C. J. Cook, Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of the Nervous 

System. 

E. R. Hutchins, M.D., Professor of Chemistry and Toxicology 

D. T. Richards, M.D., Professor of Physiology and Medical Chem- 
istr : 

Levi D. Johnson, M.D., Professor of Ophthalmology and Otology 

FE. W. Dean, D.D.S., Professor of Dental Pathology and Surgery 

Marcus Kavanagh, B.L., Professor of Medical Jurisprudence 

J. Cooper, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy 

Following the close of the first session the nine graduates or- 
ganized an alumni association and in a farewell meeting presented 
Dean Shoemaker with a gold watch, ‘‘handsomely engraved, with 
raised ornamentations in different colors of gold and a fine dia- 
mond set in the center of the ecase.”’ 

There is little more information available regarding King Ec- 
lectic College. In the graduating class of 1886 was Dr. Herman 
J. von Lackum and his diploma shows some changes in the faculty 
from that for 1884: 

J. A. Hornberger is now Professor of Chemistry, Toxicology and 

Physiology 
J. W. Dickinson, M.D., Professor of Anatomy 
I. A. Hammer, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics 
J. L. Bennett, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
P. vonLackum, M.D., Professor of Principles and Practice of 

Medicine 
M. R. Hammer, M.D., Professor of Physiology 
M. S. Latta, Professor of Chronic Diseases 
J. H. Woodward, M.D., Professor of Electro-therapeuties, Sanitary 

Seience and Public Hygiene 


The King Eclectic College became extinct in about 1888 after 
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it was refused recognition by the Iowa Board of Medical Ex- 
aminers and the National Eclectic Association. The Des Moines 
Eclectic schools had individually at varying times appled to the 
National Eclectic Medical Association for recognition. However, 
the Association granted only conditional approval for a year and 
in 1894 withdrew all recognition until the schools could obtain 
the approval of the Iowa State Board of Medical Examiners. 

The first Iowa law for licensing medical practitioners went into 
effect July Ist, 1886. Under this law the Board of Medical Ex- 
aminers had the right to grant licenses to graduates of schools 
approved by the Board. At the first meeting of the Board on 
July 9th, 1886 the Board placed twenty-seven schools including 
two Iowa schools upon the unapproved list. As reported by the 
Board the Iowa schools were King Eclectic and the Medical De- 
partment of Drake University. In April of 1891 the Iowa Ke- 
lectic Medical College Association, probably representing the Des 
Moines Eclectic schools brought action in the District Court to 
compel the examining board to give full recognition to the eclectic 
colleges. The court decided against the request of the College 
Association and although notice of appeal to the Supreme Court 
was put on file the case never came before the higher court for 
action. Undoubtedly the failure to receive recognition either bv 
the National Eclectic Medical Association or by the Iowa Board 
of Medical Examiners had much to do with the discontinuance 
of all the Iowa Eclectic schools. 


Iowa COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS 
1882-1886 


MepicaL DEPARTMENT oF DRAKE UNIVERSITY 
1886-1913 


As early as 1875 Dr. A. G. Field together with Drs. J. F. Ken. 
nedy, J. A. Blanchard, J. T. Priestly and D. S. Fairchild, physi- 
cians located in or near Des Moines, began an agitation for the 
establishment of a regular medical school in Des Moines. The 
most troublesome question which had to be decided was whether 
or not the venture could be made financially and professionally 
successful. Iowa already had two regular medical schools, one 
at Keokuk and the other at Iowa City and they together with 
the Chicago schools were making a strong bid for the Iowa stu- 
dents. However, loyalty to the erowing city and an ambition to 
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Drake University Medical School 


have a medical school connection prevailed among the group and 
in 1881 plans were completed for the establishment of an inde- 
pendent private school and in April 1882 articles of incorpora- 
tion were completed for the Iowa College of Physicians and Sur- 
eeons. Much praise and credit must be given the founders of 
this school, among whom were some of Iowa’s most prominent 
physicians. They, under diffleult circumstances and even with 
considerable opposition from the medical profession, made a large 
sacrifice of time, energy and finances to insure that the instruc- 
tion and scholastic standing of the new school should be main- 
tained at a high level. 
The faculty at the time of the opening of the first term in Oc- 
tober 1882, consisted of: . 
Dr. J. A. Blanchard, Professor of Principles and Practice of 
Medicine and Dean of faculty. 
A. C. Simonton, M. D., Professor of Surgery 
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J. I’. Kennedy, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of 
Children, and Secretary of faculty 

W. H. Ward, M.D., Professor of Gynecology 

J. T. Priestly, M.D., ,Professor of Anatomy 

L. C. Swift, M.D., Professor of Physiology 

T. E. Pope (of Iowa State College), Chemistry 

D. S. Fairchild, M.D., Professor of Pathology, Histolozy and 
Microscopy 

KE. H. Hazen, M.D., Professor of Eye and Ear | 

I’. EK. Cruttenden, M.D., Professor of Diseases of Throat and 
Nasal Passages 

Judge C. C. Nourse, Medical Jurisprudence 

C. M. Colvin, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy 


The faculty received no salary for their services and all income 
trom student fees was used in paying rent, heating, janitor service, 
Cre 

The school term was twenty weeks and eight students enrolled 
for the first course. There was no fixed entrance requirement but 
it was understood that students should have an education equiv- 
alent to that required for a teacher’s certificate. Three years of 
medical study, including two courses of medical lectures was re- 
quired for graduation. 

The fees for the medical courses were given as: 


Peat AviOitcewamet mee atN Oe ce Gee) 
Ticket for all lectures (twenty weeks) 40.00 
MiGIIOUniralouroetickelmvite oe ho 5.00 
deeceOrminalexamination. il <s-~ 25.00 


“Material for dissection was furnished at cost and a hospital 
ticket was gratuitous.’’ 

The only hospital in Des Moines at this time, 1882, was called 
the Cottage Hospital, being a private home fitted up with a few 
beds. It was not until some ten years later when Merey Hospital 
was opened that regular clinics in medicine and surgery were 
held. For the first few years the courses were almost entirely 
didactic lectures and these were held in suitable rooms in the 
upper floors of a ‘‘building adjoining the old Register building 
on Court avenue.’’ Laboratories were not necessary except for 
dissection and as cadavers were very hard to obtain even such 
a room was not in great need. 

Dr, J. A. Blanchard, the first dean of the school served for two 
years when he resigned and Dr. D. S. Fairchild was elected Dean 
and served until 1886 when Dr. Lewis Schooler was made Dean. 
It was largely through the efforts of Dr. Schooler that the Iowa 
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College of Physicians and Surgeons in 1886 became the Medical 
Department of Drake University. This was after the University 
authorities had withdrawn their association with the Eclectic 
school. ‘This affiliation of medical school and University was 
nominal and Drake University authorities assumed no financial 
obligation on behalf of the medical school. In 1888 Drake Uni- 
versity granted the M.D. degree to the graduates of the Iowa 
College of Physicians and Surgeons. Prior to this time the medical 
college as an independent institution had granted a total of 38 
medical degrees. 

There were a number of changes in the faculty when the Uni- 
versity affiliation was made. Dr. Fairchild was now Professor of 
Medicine and Pathology; Dr. H. Landis Getz replaced Dr. Ken- 
nedy as Professor of Obstetries; Dr. Schooler was Dean and Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy. Other changes include Dr. W. W. Hale as 
Professor of Materia Medica; H. B. Page, Professor of Hygiene 
and Physiology; Dr. Robert Stephenson, Professor of Gynecology; 
Dr. Robert McNutt, Psychologie Medicine; E. C. Cherry, Dem- 
onstrator of Anatomy; Dr. Woods Hutchinson, Hygiene; Dr. A 
J. Crawtord, Orthopedics, and W. H. lL. Mathews, Dissecting. 

No further major events appear to have marked the regular 
course of events in the Medical College until about 1892 when a 
dispensary service was opened; the college was enlarged and an 
amphitheater built which made it possible to hold regular amphi- 
theater clinics. In 1895 graduation from high school was required 
for admission. Students were now required to do some laboratory 
work in histology, pathology and bacteriology. Laboratory rooms 
on the Drake campus were available for some of the work. After 
July 1898 all students were required to have spent four academic 
years in the study of medicine; the courses had now become 
graded and the preceptor training was discontinued as a require- 
ment for the medical degree. 

About the beginning of the twentieth century medical knowl 
edge, particularly in the basie medical sciences, had advanced to 
such a degree that it became necessary to revamp the curriculum 
and the educational procedures common to most medieal schools. 
Didactic teaching gave way to extensive individual laboratory 
work in the hasie medical sciences of physiology, biochemistry, 
pathology, anatomy and bacteriology, and in the clinical subjects 
to a greater use of bedside teaching. Like other medical schools 
the Medical Department of Drake University found it necessary 
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to greatly expand its organization. In 1903 Dr. Schooler gave 
up the deanship and Dr. D. S. Fairchild took over the position. 

Dr. Fairchild had been with the college from its organization 
in 1882. He was thoroughly familiar with the medical subjects, 
a good lecturer, and a good administrator. He at once set about 
to reorganize the school and to bring it into line with the more 
modern requirements. The school now became an integral part 
of Drake University. The University authorities provided a sum 
of $20,000 for a new clinic building which was located on Center 
Street. This provided for a more satisfactory teaching dispensary. 
Laboratories in Anatomy, Physiology and Chemistry were provided 
in buildings located on the Drake campus. Clinics were now held at 
the Methodist and at Mercy Hospitals. Dr. F. J. Smith was called 
to the position of Junior Dean and put in charge of the pre- 
clinical subjects with the understanding that full time instruc- 
tors were to be secured. To this end Dr. J. H. Hoeve, a graduate 
of the College of Psysicians and Surgeons of Chicago was secured 
to head the department of Anatomy. Professor L. W. Ross of 
the biology department of Drake gave the bacteriology course 
and Dr. Smith took over the medical chemistry. About a year 
later Dr. Alexander 8S. Beee took charge of the department of 
pathology, histology, and embryology, and Dr. W. S. Mendenhall 
took over physiology and pharmacology. These appointees were 
to give full time to their teaching positions for which they were 
to receive a fixed salary. The medical course was lengthened to 
four years of thirty-six weeks each and the entrance requirements 
were raised so as to include two years of college work. These 
changes were not, however, in full force until about 1908 at which 
time the Keokuk medical school merged with the Des Moines 
school under the name of Drake University School of Medicine. 

Dr. Fairchild being fully conversant with the trends in medical 
education, the increasing need for greater financial support and 
fearful that Drake University did not possess sufficient financial 
resources to meet the growing needs asked to be relieved of his 
responsibility as Dean. For some years past Dr. Fairchild had 
been living in Clinton and his clinical responsibilities needed his 
entire time. In 1909 his resignation was accepted and Dr. Wlliam 
W. Pearson of Des Moines was chosen as the new Dean. 

In the spring of. 1910 President Hill M. Bell of Drake Uni- 
versity announced to the medical faculty that the medical schoo! 
would have to close at the end of the term as the University could 
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no longer spare the funds necessary to maintain the school. This 
bad news came at a time when there was a feeling of confidence 
as to the future well being of the school. A campaign to raise 
funds was immediately started. Faculty and students joined in 
public demonstrations to arouse the business men of Des Moines 
to a greater interest in the medical school. The sum of $150,000 
was thought to be adequate to save the school and with this amount 
raised the clinie building was enlarged to accommodate the lab- 
oratories of the basic sciences. The teaching staff was increased. 
Dr. Walter L. Bierring formerly with the Medical faculty of the 
State University accepted the chair of Theory and Practice and 
Dr. John H. Peck was appointed as assistant professor. The col- 
lege also obtained control of five hundred beds for clinical teach- 
ine in the Des Moines Hospitals. However it was soon found 
that the $150,000 was inadequate to meet the needs of the schoot 
and as no further funds were in sight the University authorities 
found it necessary to close the school at the end of the 1912-16 
session and arranged for its merger with the medical college of 
the State University. 

In the twenty-seven years from 1886 when the Iowa College 
of Physicians and Surgeons became the medical department of 
Drake University a total of about three hundred students had 
been graduated. During these years the faculty had maintained 
a standard of scholarship in keeping with the better medical 
schools. The faculty was loyal and gave of their best for the wel- 
fare of the school and it was only the lack of adequate endowment 
that the school was forced to end its activities. 


CoLLEGE OF MEDICINE, STATE UNIVERSITY OF [OWA 
1868- 


The first attempt to organize a medical department of the State 
University took place in 1848, the year following the establish- 
ment of the University. On December 6th of that year a ‘‘Con- 
vention’’ of physicians was held in Iowa City to consider the 
‘Condition and Wants of the Medical Faculty of the State of 
Iowa.’’ On the following day a Dr. J. M. Vaughn and a Mr. 
Stephen Whicher, both residents of Davenport but representing 
the physicians attending the ‘‘Convention,’’ appeared before the 
Board of Trustees of the University and secured favorable action 
for the creation of a medical department. The department was 
to have no claim on any University funds. In January of 1849 
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a plot of ground in Iowa City was donated by a legislative act 
to the medical department provided that within two years the 
faculty would construct a medical building to cost not less than 
$1000. However, there was no building constructed and no further 
attempt to open a medical school in Iowa City at this time. Later 
that year Mr. Whicher, representing practically the same group 
of physicians as before, again appeared before the Board with a 
petition requesting that the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of the Upper Mississippi, then operating in Davenport, be ac- 
cepted as the Medical Department of the University. After secur- 
ing the resignation of those who had been appointed to the faculty 
of the proposed Iowa City school the Board of Trustees approved 
the petition and the Davenport school became the Medical De- 
partment of the University. The following year, 1850, the school 
moved to Keokuk changing its title to College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Keokuk and its affiliation with the University was 
approved in the winter of 1850-51 by an act of the Legislature. 
The Keokuk school continued as the Medical Department of the 
University without serious interruption until 1870. 

The next attempt to establish a medical school at Iowa City 
came in 1868 as the outgrowth of a personal ambition of Dr. W. 
I’. Peck, then a young physician residing in Davenport. As the 
story goes Judge John F. Dillon, when recovering from an attack 
of typhoid fever, promised his attending physician and nurse, Dr. 
Peck, he would give him his Support and assistance in organizing 
a medical school at Iowa City. Together, Dr. Peck and Judge 
Dillon interviewed the Hon. John P. Irish, editor of an Iowa 
City newspaper, a member of the Iowa Legislature and also a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the University. Mr. Irish 
was anxious to have professional schools added to the University 
and so was quite willing to sponsor the program before the Board 
of Trustees, particularly as it was being pushed by such a prom- 
inent person as Judge Dillon. 

The official records of the establishment of the school are brief 
and give no indication of the storms that were to follow and which 
rumbled over the state for years. In response to a request Dr. 
Peck met with the Board of Trustees on September 17th, 1868. 
At this meeting he presented a complete outline for the organiza- 
tion of a medical department. A committee, consisting of Presi- 
dent Black, and trustees Ross and Burnett, was appointed to 
give the matter more detailed consideration. On the following day 
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the committee reported the following resolution which was unani- 
mously adopted: ‘‘That there be and is hereby established a 
medical department in the University with the following chairs: 
Surgery, Anatomy, Materia Medica, Obstetrics, Physiology and 
Microscopie Anatomy, Principles and Practice of Medicine, and 
Chemistry.’ ,Additional resolutions called for, ‘‘all fees and 
tuitions received from students shall enure to the benefit of the 
department;’’ ‘‘that the several professors in said department 
shall serve without compensation until such time as the Board 
of Trustees or the Legislature shall provide for the same.’’ The 
eovernment of the department was vested in the faculty; appoint- 
ments on the faculty were to be approved by the Board of Trus- 
tees and annual reports on the ‘‘acts and condition of the de- 
partment’’ were to be made to the Trustees. 

Except for the examination of recommendations and credentials 
of a considerable number of applicants for faculty positions, no 
official actions seems to have been taken after the meeting of Sep- 
tember 17th, 1868 until the following summer. On June 28th, 
1869 an appropriation of $3,000 was made for remodeling of rooms 
in South Hall to meet the needs of the medical department. The 
rooms set aside for this purpose were those which had been used 
by Professor T. S. Parvin as a dwelling. When remodeled they 
provided an amphitheater seating over one hundred persons, a 
waiting room for patients, a room for microscopical anatomy, a 
place for the usual materia medica cabinet and in the basement 
a dissecting room. All lectures and clinics, both medical and 
surgical, were held in the one amphitheater. Today such a meager 
provision of space for a medical school would be ridiculous but 
at that time it was truthfully described as ‘‘a capacious building, 
with lecture rooms well ventilated and heated and admirably 
adapted to meet the requirements of the students.”’ 

At the same June meeting of the Trustees provision was also 
made for the selection of a faculty and the time of opening of 
the school which was left to the option of the faculty but was 
not to be later than the fall of 1870. This action of the trustees 
was not as harmonious as at the earlier meetings. Dr. H. C. Bulis, 
a Trustee from Decorah now bitterly opposed the formation of 
the new department and in this he had the support of a consider- 
able number of his colleagues in the medical profession. 

Following the first announcement in September 1868 of the 
formation of a new medical school at Iowa City, where it would 
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be eligible to receive Support from University funds, the antici. 
pated opposition immediately developed. Led by Dean J. C. 
Hughes of the Keokuk school, supported by the Keokuk alumni, 
and a rather large group of disgruntled physicians who had failed 
to obtain a position on the faeulty, the storm kept gathering force 
until in February 1870 it became an active issue in the meeting 
of the State Medica] Society while in session at Des Moines. After 
a rather acrimonious discussion lasting through an afternoon and 
evening the Society passed a series of nine resolutions preceded 
by an explanatory preamble and giving instructions that they 
be transmitted to the Governor and by him to the General As- 
sembly then in session, In brief the preamble called attention to 
the continued effort of the Society to secure higher standards of 
medical education: that the unnecessary multiplication of medical 
colleges in localities remote from hospitals and facilities for elini- 
eal teaching, with teachers without experience, was a prolifie 
source “‘of incompetent practitioners, who bring reproach and 
epprobrium upon the noble and humane profession.’’ The resolu- 
tions in brief made the following declarations: 

1. That this Society cannot encourage the establishment of a 
medical school liable to the above objections, 


2. That this Society regards the course of those members who 
have been active in its (the Iowa City School) organization as 
Injudicious, and injurious. 

3. That the organization of this department is totally unealled 
for, and a useless expenditure of public money. 

4. That whenever it shal] become clearly necessary so to estab- 
lish a school it should be located in one of the largest cities of the 


State, amply endowed and supphed with a full corps of experi- 
enced teachers. 


appear before a professional board for examination, to have their 


7. That the action of the Board in organizing this Department 
without cooperation of the profession of the State, was uncalled 
for and will tend to prevent cooperation and destroy the con- 
fidence indispensable to its usefulness and success. 

Sn bhate Hone H.-C. Bulis, in opposing such action has evinced 
an appreciation of the wants of the profession and a fidelity to 


\ 
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its interests which entitles him to the thanks of this Society and 
its confidence in the future. : 

9. Called for sending the resolutions to the Governor and by 
him to the Legislature. 

These resolutions caused a good deal of excitement in the Legis- 
lature and a bill to abolish the medical department was soon pre- 
sented for action. This bill passed the Senate but failed to pass 
in the House. The opponents to the school, however, kept up their 
fight and finally secured the passage of what was said to be a 
compromise bill but which seemed to give promise of abolishing 
the Iowa City school. Under this bill the control of the Univer- 
sity was placed under a new Board of Regents but this Board 
was left free to decide the fate of the medical school. The new 
Board at its first mecting in the spring of 1870 passed, by a ma- 
jority of one vote, a resolution approving the establishment of 
the medical department. With this action out of the way the 
Board then made the appointments needed to complete the faculty 
and gave orders that the school was to open not later than the 
fall of 1870. 

The faculty as finally approved was composed of nine professors 
as follows: 

Dr. W. F. Peck of Davenport, Surgery . 

Dr. W. S. Robertson of Muscatine, Theory and Practice of Medicine 
Dr. P. J. Farnsworth of Clinton, Materia Medica 

Dr. W. D. Middleton of Davenport, Physiology and Microscopical 

Anatomy 
Dr. J. T. H. Boucher of Iowa City; Anatomy 
Dr. J. F. Kennedy of Tipton, Obstetrics 
Dr. J. C. Shrader of Iowa City, Gynecology 
Professor Gustavus Hinrichs of Iowa City, Chemistry 
Hon. Jno. F. Dillon of Davenport, Medical Jurisprudence 

Dr. Kennedy failed to accept his appointment and so the chairs 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology were combined under Dr. Shrader 
and this combination has continued to the present time. At the 
first regular meeting of the faculty Dr. Peck was chosen as Dean. 

While the Board of Regents made the final appointment of 
faculty members Dr. Peck was primarily responsible for the selec- 
tion of the men who constituted this first faculty. He chose his 
men wisely. Apparently having in mind the intimate relation- 
ship of the school with the rest of the University he secured men 
who would be on an intellectual and cultural level with their 
colleagues in other divisions of the University as well as being 
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First Medical Faculty 
State University of Iowa 
1870 


successful practitioners well versed in the medical knowledge of 
that day. 3 

Dr. Peck was a graduate of Bellevue Medical College. He was 
but twenty-nine years old when he became Professor of Surgery 
and Dean of the medical faculty. He beeame nationally recog- 
nized for his surgical ability although this was accomplished with- 
out the help of asepsis or disinfection for which he had little re- 
spect. He was a genius in setting up an organization and in bring- 
ing it to a satisfactory termination. He was ambitious, aggressive, 
fearless and somewhat domineering in his contact with his asso- 
clates, It was his ingenuity and skill that was largely responsible 
for overcoming the bitter opposition which had developed against 
the Iowa City school. 

Dr. William S. Robertson graduated from the classical course 
at Knox College in Galesbure before entering Jefferson Medical 
College, from which he graduated in 1858. He was noted for his 
diagnostic ability and his great faith in the efficacy of drugs. Ii 
was due to his efforts that the school for feeble-minded at Glen- 
wood was established and the Iowa State Board of Health created. 

Dr. Middleton received his early education in Scotland where 
he was a prize winnine student in classical language. He had Dr. 
Peck for his medical preceptor but graduated from \Bellevue 
Hospital and Medical College in 1868. He held in succession the 
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chairs of Physiology, then Medicine followed by Surgery and the 
Deanship. 


Dr. James H. Boucher held an M.A. degree from Alleghany 
College, he attended medical lectures in several schools, finally 
eraduating from Jefferson Medical in 1856. After locating in 
Iowa City in 1859 he built up a very extensive practice. He joined 
the Federal Army, became a Brigade Surgeon and at the close of 
the war was appointed Medical Director of Georgia. He was much 
older than Dr. Peck with whom he frequently disagreed on medi- 
cal problems. He served as Professor of Anatomy only until 
about the middle of the first term when he resigned and Dr. Clapp 
was appointed to fill the vacancy. 


Dr. P. J. Farnsworth graduated from the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of New York in 1860. Previous to this he had grad- 
uated from the Liberal Arts and also the medical departments 
of the University of Vermont. Among his colleagues on the fac- 
ulty Dr. Farnsworth had the reputation of being the most schol- 
arly, while his fatherly interest in the students earned him the 
nickname of ‘‘Pappy.’’ 


Dr. Shrader, physician, surgeon, member of several fraternal 
organizations, politician, began his medical practice before grad- 
uating from a medical school. He served as a surgeon in the 
Federal Army and at the close of the Civil War he had the rank 


of Surgeon Major. After he returned to civilian life he obtained 
a medical degree from the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of Keokuk and also from Long Island Medical College, New York. 
While a member of the Iowa Senate he secured an appropriation 
from state funds for a medical building. He was also a member 
of the Iowa State Board of Health for over fourteen years. 


Professor Gustavus Hinrichs was a graduate of the University 
of Copenhagen. He taught foreign language first in high school 
then in the Iowa University before he became Professor of the 
Physical Sciences. He was internationally known for his advanced 
ideas in the teaching of chemistry. _He received a Doctorate in 
Medicine from a St. Louis Medical College. 


Judge John F. Dillon, Professor of Medical Jurisprudence was 
a graduate of the medical school located in Davenport in 1850. 
He practiced medicine only for a few months before he began 
the study of law. At the time of his medical faculty appointment 
he was a Judge in the Federal Court for the Midwest district. 
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Later he became a Professor of Law in Columbia University, 
New York. | 

It was this group of faculty men who, by their faithful, efficient 
and conscientious work carried the school through the early years 
of its existence. They received no salary; the non Iowa City resi- 
dents had to pay their own expenses. Yet it was only the most 
severe conditions over which they had no control that prevented 
them from meeting their classes. The new school of course had 
no traditions, no reputation so that it was the professional and 
personal standing of the individual members of the faculty that 
attracted the students and made it possible for President Black 
to open the first session with the announcement that the attend- 
ance ‘“‘was much larger than had been expected. ’”’ 

The status of the school having been finally settled, the rooms 
provided for holding its classes and the faculty chosen the new 
department of medicine started its uninterrupted career on Sep- 
tember 20th, 1870, with a two weeks preliminary course of lectures. 
This was followed immediately by the regular medical course 
extending over a period of sixteen weeks. The students enrolled 
numbered thirty-seven, of whom ten were women. The opening 
of a medical school at this time on a co-educational basis was both 
new and startling. It was the Victorian period and a mingling 
of the sexes in a medical course was hot in keeping with the rigid 
moral code of that day. Regardless of the storm of protest which 
arose throughout the country there was nothing the faculty could 
do about it. In establishing the University it was explicitly stated 
that all the facilities were to be available to men and women 
alike. Thus the faculty against their personal wishes found it 
necessary to admit women which they did with the assurance 
that ‘‘good language would be used and proper conduct main- 
tained.”’ 

There was at this time no educational requirement for admission 
to the medical school. The course consisted of lectures and amphi- 
theater clinics extending over a period of sixteen weeks, The 
outstanding feature of the medical curriculum of that day was 
its simplicity and the completeness of integration of preclinical 
and clinical subjects. The beginning student and the one about 
to graduate attend the same lectures on all the subjects. The 
medical men on the faculty were all in active general practice 
and the presentation of their subject was largely drawn from 
the practical experience of the lecturer. As there was no hospital, 
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Old South Hall 
Medical Department 
1870-1883 


operative clinics were held each week in the amphitheater in South 


Hall. 


Jandidates for graduation were required to be twenty-one 


vears old; of ‘‘unexceptionable moral character’’; to have been 


engaged in the study of medi- 
cine for three years, including 
attendance upon two courses of 
lectures ; must present a written 
acceptable thesis and pass a 
satisfactory examination on all 
subjects studied. A graduation 
fee of $25.00 was charged each 
candidate with the promise that 
should the candidate fail to 
qualify for graduation the ‘‘tee 
and thesis would be returned.”’ 
Five persons applied for grad- 
uation at the end of the first 
year but only three, Isaac L. 
Potter, Nathan H. Tullis and 
Homer R. Page were able to 
qualify and receive a medical 
deeree at the commencement ex- 
ercises held on March Ist, 1871. 


One event occurred during the 
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first year to mar the otherwise smooth course of the new depart- 
ment. A body disappeared from a newly made grave in the local 
cemetery and although an immediate search of the medical build- 
ing failed to reveal the stolen body, the public was convinced that 
the medical school was responsible. The Hon. John Eo lrishea 
local newspaper editor and a strong supporter of the medical 
school, was called upon to clear up the mystery. A night or go 
later the body mysteriously reappeared in a coffin which had been 
placed outside the back door of a local mortuary. Nevertheless 
public sentiment called for some drastic action. A notebook be- 
longing to Dominick Bradley, janitor for the medical building and 
coachman for Dr. Boucher, Professor of Anatomy, was found near 
the desecrated grave. This evidence was sufficient to bring about 
the departure of both Dr. Boucher and Mr. Bradley from Iowa 
City. Dr. Clapp, a local physician, was appointed to fill the chair 
of Anatomy and William (Billy) Green became janitor. 

During the first three years the school was without any hospital 
but by 1873 the University administration considered the school 
sufficiently well established to permit some expansion. The faculty, 
fully aware of the need, petitioned the regents to remodel, for 
hospital use, the stone building known as Mechanics Academy. 
Permission was granted but the necessary funds had to be secured 
by the faculty from private sources. This a committee from the 
faculty proceeded to do but in the fall when the work of remodel- 
ing was completed the committee found it necessary to appeal 
to the regents’ for the sum of $400 to cover a deficit in the build- 
ing funds. Sisters of Merey from Davenport were persuaded to 
undertake the running of the hospital. Sister Barromeo with one 
assistant undertook the task of supplying board and nursing care 
and the University was to supply heat, light and make necessary 
building repairs. As it was not altogether clear where the re- 
sponsibility of the Sisters of Mercy ended and that of the Uni- 
versity began, the arrangement gave rise to many conflicts. It 
was finally terminated in 1886 by the Sisters of Mercy setting up 
their own hospital in the Dostal residence located in the block 
where now stands the present Mercy Hospital. The medical fac- 
ulty continued to have staff privileges and clinies were held in 
an amphitheater built in an old barn standing some distance from 
the main hospital building but connected with it by a covered 
passageway. New Mercy, as it was then called, furnished clinical 
facilities for the school until 1898 when the University Hospital 
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First Mercy Hospital 
Iowa City 
1873-1886 


was opened. Old Mercy, in Mechanics Academy building on Linn 
street, was continued as a woman’s hospital under the geneyal 
supervision of Dr. Shrader until it was torn down to give way 
to the first University Hospital, now the building known as Hast 
Hall. 

With the gradual increase in enrollment, by 1873 it was near 
the hundred mark, and with the opening of a hospital, the Board 
of Regents concluded that the school was sufficiently well estab- 
lished to receive some financial aid from University funds. So 
far the student fees and faculty contributions supplied all the 
means for meeting the expenses of the school. At this time the 
Regents placed the salary for full professors at $900.00 and a 
small appropriation was made for expenses. It was then that 
Dean Hughes of the Keokuk school in widely published articles 
called attention to the fact that the education of a medical student 
at lowa City was costing the taxpayers $64 a year while at Keokuk 
they were being educated without any cost to the state. In 1874 
and again in 1876 and 1878 the State Medical Society adopted 
resolutions objecting to state appropriations being used for meet- 
ing any part of the cost of professional education and ealled 
upon the taxpayers and legislators to put a stop to it. However, 
even in the face of a rather strong sentiment among the Iowa 
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legislators that professional education should be self supporting 
the Board of Regents continued to give some, but entirely in- 
adequate financial Support to the medical department. Thus the 
attempt to close the school by forcing a withdrawal of state funds 
failed. 

The student fees after 1872 were: lectures $20.00, matricula- 
tion $5.00, demonstrator’s £9.00, graduation $5.00. These fees 
remained about the same until the course was lengthened in 1896 
when the lecture fee was raised to $65.00. The first year the in- 
come from fees was $705.00 and in 1879-80 this income had _ in.. 
creased to $5,865 but it was $800 less than this for the year 1888- 
89. The expenditures, except for one year 1871-72, exceeded the 
income and the difference was taken from University funds. The 
sums allowed were never adequate to meet the real needs and 
even after ten years of repeated requests for equipment the Uni- 
versity property held by any one of the professors did not have 
a value of over $280.00. 

In the ten years following the opening of a hospital and settling 
the question of using tax money for the support of professional 
education, there were only a few events that need be mentioned, 
Judge Dillon in 1880 resigned to accept a professorship in Colum. 
bia University. His position was filled by the appointment of 
Hon. E. E. Cook of Davenport and a year later by Hon. James 
M. Love, Judge of the U. S. District Court. A lectureship in 
Ophthalmology and Otology was established and Dr. E. H. Hazen 
was the first to occupy this position. He was followed by Dr. (. 
M. Hobby who held the position until 1889, A lectureship in 
Dental Surgery was Simenit Om Tr sl aPL Wilson of Burlington. 
In 1876 an optional three year graded course was formulated 
and students, upon admission, were required to select either the 
graded or non-graded plan. Both required three years of study 
but the non-graded permitted one of the years to be with a pre- 
ceptor while in the graded course all three years were Spent in 
school. In 1879 eraduation from a high school was required for 
admission and in 1880 the presentation of a thesis for graduation 
was discontinued. 

By the early eighteen-eighties the student enrollment was near- 
ing the two hundred mark and more commodious quarters were 
needed. As early as 1874 the visiting committee from the legis. 
lature reported that: “simple justice and humanity demand that 
a suitable building for the use of the (medical) department be 
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erected at the earliest possible moment.’’ In 1882 the legislative 
committee repeated the request for a new building and in their 
report they gave the medical school very high praise with the 
statement that ‘‘the great good being accomplished in this (the 
medieal) department alone is sufficient recompense to the state 
for the entire appropriation incident to the annual maintenance 
of the University.’’ It was, however, due to the efforts of Dr. 
J. CG. Shrader, a member of the faculty and also a State Senator 
that an appropriation of $30,000 was made for a medical building. 

Construction was started in the spring of 1882 and the building 
was fully occupied the next year. As originally built, the red 
brick structure, located on the south edge of the main campus 
and in line with South Hall and Old Capitol, contained two large 
amphitheaters, each holding 300 to 400 students, a library room, 
recitation room, small laboratory for microscopical anatomy and 
the dissecting room which occupied the entire top floor. A few 
vears later the west amphitheater was altered so as to provide 
space for a pathological laboratory. This building served the 
medical department until it was destroyed by fire in the spring 
of 1901. Meanwhile many important events occurred which oreatly 
affected the welfare of this growing department. 

Shortly after the building was completed dissension within the 
faculty broke out into the open. Prof. Hinrichs, while one of the 
ablest men on the faculty was almost constantly in difficulty witil 
other members of the faculty. In 1886 Hinrichs, when dismissed 
from the University instigated a most bitter attack upon the 


Board of Regents, President Black and Dean Peck. In news- — 


paper articles and in privately published pamphlets he accused 
Dr. Peck of complete dominance over the faculty, of incompet- 
enee as a surgeon and failure to give proper care to his patients. 
The hospital, new Merey, was inadequate and the patients poorly 
treated. The medical building was poorly constructed and unsafe. 
The Board of Regents had been selected by Dr. Peck and was 
controlled by the Rock Island Railroad. So widespread and severe 
were these charges that a rigid investigation could not be avoided. 
A committee appointed by the Regents made the first investiga- 
tion and in its report exonerated Dean Peck and dismissed most 
of the other charges with a severe condemnation of the author 
of them. Two years later the charges were subjected to a most 
intensive study by a legislative committee. Many witnesses were 
examined, volumes of testimony were recorded. The report of 
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Medical Building 
University of Iowa 
1883-1901 


this committee called attention to certain conditions that did need 
correction but most of the charges against individuals were dis- 
missed. Although the recommendations did not immediately bring 
about the needed reforms they were of considerable influence 
some years later when a campaign was put on for building a 
University Hospital. 


The vacaney in the chair of chemistry resulting from the dis- 
missal of Dr. Hinrichs was temporarily filled by the President 
of the University, Charles A. Schaeffer, Ph.D., who had had special 
training in chemistry. Ag his assistant he brought to the medical 
school Dr. Elbert W. Rockwood. In 1892 Dr. Rockwood was given 
the professorship of Chemistry. His appointment was a distinct 
addition to the faculty. He had had several years of postgraduate 
training, including work under Professor Hoppe-Seyler of Strass- 
burg, the leading physiological chemist of his period. Dr. Rock- 
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wood established the first complete teaching laboratory in physi- 
ological chemistry at the University. He continued in charge of 
the department until 1924 when Dr. Victor C. Myers became Pro- 
fessor and Head and the title of the department was changed 
from ‘‘Chemistry and Toxicology’’ to ‘‘Biochemistry.”’ 


In January 1887 Dr. William 8S. Robertson, Professor of Theory 
and Practice of Medicine, died as the result of a brain tumor. 
Dr. William D. Middleton, who had served as Professor of Physi- 
ology since the opening of the school in 1870, continued the lec- 
tures in medicine during the closing months of the school year 
following Dr. Robertson’s death. At the meeting of the Board 
of Regents that Spring, Dr. Middleton was appointed to the chair 
of theory and practice of medicine and Dr. Richard W. Hill, of 
Davenport, was chosen as Professor of Physiology. Dr. Hill was 
an interesting and stimulating lecturer and there was general 
regret when, in 1889, he, for personal reasons, resigned. Dr. James 
R. Guthrie, of Dubuque, was appointed Professor of Physiology, 
and assumed the position with the beginning of the fall session 
in 1889. 


The next major changes in the faculty were due to the death, 
in 1891, of Dr. W. F. Peck, the Professor of Surgery and Dean 
of the faculty. At this time the Board of Regents made their first 
effort to bring the clinical professors into Iowa City residence. 
With this in view, the chair cf surgery was offered to Dr. Ludwig 
Hektoen of Chicago, a recent graduate of Rush Medical College 
but who had become well known as a pathologist with an interest 
in surgery. After a visit to Iowa City Dr. Hektoen decided not 
to accept the appointment. After considering several other surg- 
eons, Dr. W. D. Middleton, who had previously been named Dr. 
Peck’s successor as chief surgeon for the Rock Island Railroad 
was also selected to sueceed him in the chair of surgery. Dr. 
John C. Shrader, professor of obstetrics and gynecology followed 
Dr. Peck as Dean of the faculty. He served until 1895 when he 
was succeeded by Dr. Middleton. Dr. Lawrence W. Littig, who 
had had extensive graduate training in clinical medicine in the 
Kuropean medical centers, was transferred from the professor- 
ship of anatomy to that of theory and practice of medicine. Dr. 
Littig was the first to brine the oil immersion microscope, the 
centrifuge and the stomach tube to Iowa City as a part of a 
physician’s diagnostic equipment. 
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Dr. Woods Hutchinson of Des Moines was appointed to suc- 
ceed Dr. Littig in the chair of anatomy. While not specially 
trained in this field, he was nevertheless a brilliant lecturer, and 
made the subject of anatomy most interesting. An Englishman 
by birth, a nephew of Sir Jonathan Hutchinson, he was recog- 
nized for his literary and scholarly attainments. He resigned in 
1896, to become professor of comparative anatomy at the Uni- 
versity of Buffalo and later became an extensive writer and con- 
tributor to leading magazines on medical subjects for the lay 
public. Dr. John W. Harriman, of Iowa City, who had been serv- 
ing as demonstrator of anatomy, was elected to the professorship. 


In 1893 Ophthalmology and Otology were raised from lecture- 
ships to full professorships with the appointment of Dr. J. W. 
Dalby to head ophthalmology and Dr. Chas. Robertson that of 
otology. In the same year Dr. P. J. Farnsworth, of Clinton, re- 
signed as professor of material medicine and therapeutics, a posi- 
tion he had held since the organization of the school. Dr. Charles 
S. Chase, of Waterloo, was named as his successor. At the be- 
ginning of the new century pharmacology, with required lab- 
oratory, was added to the curriculum and Dr. Chase moved his 
residence to Iowa City and reorganized the department upon 
a full-time basis. 


During the session of 1891-2, Dr. J. M. Parker, of Davenport, 
gave a series of lectures on pathology but without laboratory 
work. In April of 1892 the Board of Regents established a Chair 
of Pathclogy and Bacteriology and appointed Dr. Walter L. Bier- 
ring, a recent graduate, to the position effective in September 
1893 after his completion of European postgraduate training. 
Meanwhile, Professor Samuel Calvin, of the Department of Ge- 
ology, supervised the laboratory work in pathology and histology, 
with the assistance of Dr. E. H. Williams and Dr. Aby. With 
the session of 1893-94 the department of pathology and_ bacteri- 
ology was fully organized as an integral part of the medical 
school. From 1895 to 1900, inclusive, a course in practical bac- 
teriology of one month duration was given each spring following 
the medical school term. It was patterned after a similar erad- 
uate course given at the Pastuer Institute in Paris. 


In 1898, because of failing health, Dr. John C. Shrader re- 
signed and Dr. James R. Guthrie, who, in addition to his holding 
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the professorship of physiology was Dr. Shrader’s assistant, was 
now given the professorship of obstetrics and gynecology while 
Dr. L. W. Dean, assisted by Fred Baily, was placed in charge 
of the department of physiology until 1902 when Dr. John T. 
McChntock, returned from a year of special training in the Leip- 
zig Physiological Institute, took over the professorship of physi- 
ology, a position he held for over forty years. 


In March, 1901, a disastrous fire completely destroyed the 
medical building, and in April 1902 occurred the tragie death 
of Dr. Middleton, Dean and Professor of Surgery, from an acute 
septic infection contracted during a surgical operation. This led 
to further faculty changes: Dr. James R. Guthrie became Dean 
of the faculty and Dr. William Jepson, of Sioux City, was ap- 
pointed professor of surgery. Following the resignation of Dr. 
J. W. Dalby as professor of ophthalmology, Dr. Lee Wallace 
Dean was appointed his successor. In May of 1908 Dr. L. W. 
lattig resigned as professor of theory and practice of medicine 
and Dr. Walter L. Bierring was appointed as his successor and 
Dr. Henry Albert was given the chair of pathology and bacteri- 
ology vacated by Dr. Bierring. In the winter of 1903-04, Dr. 
Harriman died and in the year following Dr. Henry J. Prentiss, 
of Bellevue Hospital Medical School, was appointed as full-time 
professor of anatomy and histology. 


The changes which were occurring in medical education looking 
towards higher standards were well reflected in the alterations 
of the curriculum which took place in the period of 1886-1901. 
In ’89 the non-graded course was discontinued and all students 
were required to take three courses of lectures. The preceptor 
requirement was dropped; the academic year was extended from 
sixteen weeks to six months. By 1896 four courses of medical 
study were required and each was by 1900 extended to nine months. 
The Medical Department took on a truly academic status and 
became the ‘‘College of Medicine.’’ Individual laboratory work 
by each student was now required in Chemistry, Histology and 
Pathology. In 1900 a start was made to inelude laboratory work 
in Physiology. For some years before, Bacteriology had been 
given as a private course with the title, ‘‘Pasteur Bacteriology 
Course’? and was under the direction of Dr. Bierring. When 
the medical course was changed to four years of nine months 
Bacteriology was included in the regular curriculum. These 
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changes give evidence to the rising recognition which was taking 
place at this period as to the importance of the basic medical 
sciences in the educational program. 


Events which occurred around the turn of the century opened 
the way for certain needed changes and had the opportunity been 
fully utilized it would have removed some of the unsatisfactory 
conditions which were later exposed in the Carnegie report on 
Medical Education. The events referred to were the construction 
of the first University Hospital, the burning in 1901 of the medi- 
cal building located on the main campus, the death of Dean 
Middleton, Professor of Surgery, the resignation of Dr. Littig, 
Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine and in 1903 the 
death of Dr. Harriman, Professor of Anatomy. 


The inadequate facilities of Mercy Hospital as a teaching unit 
and the difficulties which arose from a divided responsibility in 
the maintenance of the plant had long been recognized by the 
faculty. A legislative committee, after an investigation in 1888 
had called atention to the need of a new hospital. In 1889 and 
again in 1891 the Regents had unsuccessfully applied to the Legis- 
lature for an appropriation for hospital construction. In the fall 
and winter of 1895-96 an extensive campaign was carried on in 
order to secure more favorable action of the oncoming General 
Assembly. As a result of these efforts a tenth of a mill tax ex- 
tending over a five year period was established. The income was 
to be used for new University buildings and the first building 
constructed with these funds was the University Hospital, now 
Kast Hall. Construction was started in 1896 and it was opened 
for patients in January 1898. The original building consisted 
of the center and southwest wing and had space for one hundred 
beds. Three additions were added in later years increasing its 
capacity to about 350 beds and making provision for such new 
services as Radiology, Clinical Laboratories, Hydrotherapy and 
Special operating rooms. This building with its several additions 
provided the space for clinical material until the present west- 
side unit was completed in 1928. In preparation for the opening 
of a hospital under full control of the University a nursing school 
was organized in 1897 with Miss J enny S. Cottle as superintendent 
and in charge of nursing’ service. 


Prior to 1910 it had been the general custom when vacancies 
occurred in the clinical chairs to fill them from among the remain- 
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ing members on the faculty and the new personnel which was 
added in the preclinical chairs was selected from among lowa 
oraduates. Most of those so appointed supplemented their Lowa 
training by European courses. Dr. Littig was among the first 
to take special training abroad and upon his return he did much 
to bring a better scientific atmosphere into the school. Dr. Walter 
L. Bierring, following Dr. Littig in European study specialized 
in Pathology and Bacteriology. He brought back with him a 
large amount of pathological material with which to expand the 
laboratory work. He also organized the Pasteur Bacteriology 
course and produced the first usable diphtheria antitoxin manu- 
factured in the midwest. 


The destruction by fire of the medical building in 1901 cannot 
be looked upon as an unmitigated misfortune. There was a los: 
of much valuable material but the way was now opened for secur- 
ing a building better fitted to the laboratory teaching of the medi- 
eal sciences. The new buildings constructed at the corner of Jef- 
ferson and Dubuque streets were planned in what then seemed 
to be a very generous provision of space for teaching the basie 
sciences. However new fields of study opened up requiring lab- 
oratory space, more basic research was undertaken and it was 
thus not long before the new quarters became over-crowded and 
inadequate. 


With the begining of the twentieth century the higher stand- 
ards required in medical education made it necessary to intro- 
duce a new policy in the appointment of instructors to the medical 
faculty. In the preclinical chairs a full time, specially trained 
teaching staff became necessary. The appointment of J. T. Me- 
Clintock in Physiology; Henry Albert in Pathology and Bacteri- 
ology and H. J. Prentiss in Anatomy were the first to be made 
on the new policy. The salaries paid were very low according to 
present standards but semed adequate at that time. In the clinical 
field appointees were permitted to have an active outside practice 
and in some eases to reside in eities far removed from Iowa City. 
On the death of. Dean Middleton in 1902 Dr. J. R. Guthrie, Pro- 
fessor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, was appointed Dean but 
retained his residence in Dubuque. Dr. Wm. Jepson was appointed 
Professor of Surgery and retained his resideney in Sioux City. 
Both Dr. Guthrie and Dr. Jepson spent two days a week at the 
University Hospital during the school year. 
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After an investigation the Committee on Medical Edueation 
and Hospitals of the A.M.A. made a report in 1902 in which 
medical schools of the country were classified according to certain 
standards of efficiency and many of the schools were severely 
criticized for their deficiencies. The report was not well received 
by the schools and was declared by many as being prejudiced 
and unfair. So widespread was this reaction that the Carnegie 
Foundation, as a neutral party, was persuaded to make an in- 
dependent survey of the medical schools and Dr. Abraham Flex- 
her was appointed to take charge of the study. As published in 
1910, the Flexner report was not severely critical of the Iowa 
University Medical College but a more extensive report sent pri- 
vately to President Maclean was not only severely critical of 
the clinical set-up but expressed great doubt as to the possibility 
of fully correcting the inadequacy of clinical teaching in a com- 
munity the size of Iowa City. Besides the need for a much larger 
number of clinical cases the report called for a reorganization 
of the clinical staff; the bringing into residence all members of 
the staff; greater cooperation between clinical services ; the better 
use of clinical material and the appointment of a full time hos- 
pital superintendent. In the preclinical area the lack of adequate 
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financial support and the absence of a sufficient number of skilled 
assistants was the major fault. After a second visit to Iowa City 
Dr. Flexner reaffirmed his first report in even stronger terms. 

The newly appointed Board of Education had as one of its first 
problems that of deciding whether or not to accept the suggestion 
of Dr. Flexner to abandon the clinical teaching and concentrate 
upon the two preclinical years. Opinion was divided but W. H. 
Boyd, a member of the Finance Committee of the Board, was 
most optimistic and was largely responsible for persuading the 
Board to undertake such reorganization as would be necessary 
to make the College of Medicine a credit to the University and 
the State. In the years which followed, Mr. Boyd retained his 
interest and played a most effective role in making possible the 
very great progress which has taken place. 

Steps were taken to bring about the most needed reforms but 
at the same time to avoid a too great disruption in the affairs of 
the college. All major faculty members were asked to come into 
lowa City residence within a reasonable period of time. Medical 
practice within the University Hospital was to be limited to mem- 
bers of the faculty and each faculty member was to confine his 
work within the hospital to his special field. Some of the faculty 
found it impracticable for them to make the changes necessary 
to conform to the new policy and so resigned. 

Upon the resignation of Dr. Bierring the chair of Theory and 
Practice was filled by the appointment of Dr. Campbell P. Howard 
from Johns Hopkins Medical College. Dr. L. W. Dean replaced 
Dr. Guthrie as Dean and Dr. Frederick H. Falls of Chicago was 
given the headship of Obstetrics and Gynecology. Following Dr. 
Jepson’s resignation Dr. C. J. Rowan of Rush Medical College, 
Chicago, was given the chair of Surgery in 1913 and with him 
came his first assistant Dr. Howard Beye and as a specialist in 
Urology came Dr. N. G. Aleock. Later Dr. Arthur Steindler 
joined the surgical division as Orthopedic Surgeon. Private 
offices within the hospital were provided for the new appointees 
and their private practice limited to cases within the hospital 
and outside the hospital to consultations only. 

In 1911 an editorial in the Iowa Medical Journal charged 
‘“‘commercialism’’ among the clinical staff. Fee splitting has been 
a foremost problem in the medical profession and has been 
condemned as unethical by organized medicine. Existing among 
the medical faculty it was considered most serious because of 
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the example to students. After considerable discussion the accusa- 
tions were suppressed following the announcement that every 
faculty member had signed a pledge not to indulge in fee 
splitting in any of its forms. 

Having thus begun a reorganization of the clinical staff the 
next step was to find ways and means for increasing the number 
of hospital patients who could be used for teaching purposes. To 
this end the Legislature passed the Perkins law by whieh 
erippled children could be cared for at the University Hospital 
at state expense and four years later, in 1919, there was adopted 
the Haskel-Klaus law providing for the treatment at the Uni- 
versity Hospital of indigent adults who were in need of medical 
or surgical care. The adoption of these laws did bring the needed 
clinical material but they also were of untold value to the needy 
of the state. However, the new laws also brought new problems 
to the University administration, some of which problems have 
not yet been fully solved. The increase in the pediatric and 
orthopedic services due to the workings of the Perkins law made 
it necessary to expand the hospital facilities. Thus in 1919 the 
“Childrens Hospital’’ was opened. This was the first building 
to be occupied on the campus west of the Iowa river. Dr. Byfield 
was then in charge of Pediatrics but upon his resignation Dr. 
P. C. Jeans from St. Louis took over the service. In 1921 the 
Psychopathic Hospital was completed with Dr. Samuel T. Orton as 
Director and Professor of Psychiatry. The psychopathic service 
as established by legislative act was given a separate appropria- 
tion from that for the University but was placed under the 
control of the Board of Education with the stipulation that the 
Director of the Hospital was to be the Professor of Psychiatry 
in the College of Medicine. 

At the time of the Carnegie investigation in 1909- 10, one year 
of college work was being required for admission but in the 
following year this was raised to two years. This advanced 
requirement, together with the unrest caused by the Flexner 
eriticism of the school, cut the attendance in 1912-13 to ninety- 
eight, but from then on there was a steady increase until 1929-30 
when it had reached a peak of five hundred and eight students. 
This was considerably in excess of the existing facilities and 
measures were adopted to restrict the admissions to ninety in 
the freshman class, preference in admissions to be given to Iowa 
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residents and sons and daughters of University alumni. 

In 1920 Dr. C. S. Chase retired from active charge of the work 
in Materia Medica and Pharmacology. Dr. Chase joined the 
faculty in 1893 and during his long service he had been called 
upon to conduct classes in a wide range of subjects, including 
Materia Medica, Therapeutics, Medical Latin, Prescription writing, 
Hygiene and Pharmacology, Dr. O. H. Plant of the University 
of Pennsylvania Medical was appointed to succeed Dr. Chase. 
When this appointment was made it was with the understanding 
that steps would be taken to finish the medical unit at Jefferson 
and Dubuque streets by constructing a third building and thus 
making provision for pharmacology laboratory, 

University funds not being available, applications were made 
to the Rockefeller Foundation, to the General Educational Board 
and to the Carnegie Foundation for assistance in financing a new 
building. Dr. Abraham Flexner, who had expressed his great 
gratification in the progress the school had made in its reorgani- 
zation following his severe criticism of 1910, suggested that 
instead of enlarging the existing plant a complete new unit be 
constructed on the west campus. New requests were then for- 
mulated and without going into detail regarding the volumes 
of correspondence that ensued, the charts and reports that were 
prepared, the many visits between New York and Iowa City that 
took place, it is sufficient to say that the General Educational 
Board and the Rockefeller Foundation finally agreed to contri- 
bute an equal share of two and a quarter million dollars pro- 
vided the state would appropriate an equal amount for the 
construction of a new medical unit. The announcement of this 
gift was made in December 1922 and in the following April the 
Towa General Assembly approved a bill appropriating its share 
of the building project. Great credit must be given to Hon. W. R. 
Boyd of the Finance Committee, to President Jessup and to 
Dr. Flexner for their untiring efforts in bringing about the 
successful outcome of this unusual and extensive program. With 
appropriate ceremony on June 17, 1924, Governor N. E. Kendall 
turned the first spade full of sod for the new buildings and in the 
fall of 1928 the formal dedication occurred. 

Unfortunately, just preceeding the completion of the new unit 
internal dissensions broke out into the open by the resignation 
of Dr, C. J, Rowan, Professor of Surgery. Most of the difficulty 
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pertained to administrative policies and the place the faculty 
had in the formulation of such policies, but as usual, personalities 
played a part. After some weeks of cross fire and the resignation 
of several more faculty members, including the Dean, the trouble 
subsided but without any satisfactory settlement of the questions 
involved. 

In 1928 Dr. H. S. Houghton, who had for sometime been 
Director of the Union Medical College at Peking, China, was 
appointed as a full time Dean with the hope that he would be 
able to solve the difficulties which were besetting the college at 
that time. Besides the internal ones others from the outside were 
even more pressing for solutions. These problems included the 
use of the hospital for private patients of the clinical staff; the 
admission of a larger number of indigent patients from counties 
near Iowa City to the exclusion of those from more distant 
counties; and the granting of admission to a larger number of 
persons than could be admitted thus developing a waiting list 
of eligible patients. 

Private practice within a tax supported hospital has always 
been a troublesome problem but the right of the taxpayer to 
secure the advantages and benefits of such an institution cannot 
be denied. Representatives of the State Medical Society took an 
active part in the discussions relative to the settlement of these 
problems. At this time an agreement was entered into with the 
members of the State Medical Society to limit the private prac- 
tice within the hospital to 5% of the hospital beds. 

Under the Haskel-Klaus Law there was no limit to the number 
of patients who could be committed to the hospital but the budget 
law limited the number the hospital could receive to that which 
could be paid for out of the appropriation set up for that 
purpose. As a result the number committed far exceeded the 
number that could be admitted and thus it was necessary to 
create a “‘waiting list’’ and this list kept growing larger. To 
remedy this and also to equalize the admissions to the counties 
over the entire state the ‘‘quota system’’ was finally adopted, 
first on a voluntary trial basis and later by formal legislative 
action. Mr. Robert D. Neff was appointed Hospital Administrator 
in 1929 and under him a most efficient management was ob- 
tained. The development of a state wide ambulance service with 
a remarkable record of economy and safety is but one of the 
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outstanding products of Mr. Neff’s efficient service. Mr. Neff’s 
resignation was accepted in 1945 and Mr. Gerhard Hartman was 
appointed to take over the hospital management. 

Dean Houghton remained with the college only four years. For 
two and one half years following his resignation the adminis. 
trative duties were conducted by an ‘‘Interim Committee’’ con- 
sisting of Drs. Beye, Plass and McClintock, On July lies (eo ais 
Dr. Ewen M. MacEwen, Head of the Department of. Anatomy 
_ took over the Deanship. 


In the years gone by since the reorganization following the 
Flexner investigation of 1910 there have been many faculty 
changes. Proper individual credit cannot here be given to all 
those who have played a large part in the development of the 
college and hospital. The major faculty changes have, however, 
been as follows: In 1919 Neurology became a separate department 
with Dr. Clarence Van Epps in charge. Upon his retirement 
foetveoeDY Adolph UG. Sahs succeeded him. Urology and Ortho- 
pedic Surgery were separated from General Surgery in 1923 
with Dr. N. G. Alcock in charge of Urology and Dr. Arthur 
Steindler in Orthopedics. In 1924 Dr. Fred M. Smith followed 
Dr. C. P. Howard in the chair of Theory and Practice of 
Medicine and upon the death of Dr. Smith in 1946 Dr. Wm. 
Fowler was made acting Head until 1948 when Dr. Wm. B. 
Bean from Cincinnatti was appointed to head the department. In 
1924 Dr. P. C. Jeans became Professor of Pediatrics: In 1925 
Cecil S. O’Brien was given the Headship of Ophthalmology and 
in 1928 Dean M. Lierle the Department of Otolaryngology: In 
1926 Dr. E. D. Plass followed Dr. fF’. H. Falls in the Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology: In 1930 the changes brought Dr. 
HED Smith’ to Pathology and upon his going to Columbia in 
1945 Dr. E. D. Warner became Head of Pathology. Also in 
1930 came Dr. H. Dabney Kerr to Radiology and Dr. Milford 
E. Barnes to the Department of Hygiene and Preventive Med- 
icine and Director of the State Hygienic Laboratory, State De- 
partment of Health, in the latter position he was followed by 
Dr. Irving H. Borts. Following the accidental death of Dr. Beye, 
Dr. Frank R. Peterson was elevated to the Headship of Surgery 
and upon his resignation in 1947 Dr. Nathan A. Womack of 
St. Louis was chosen as Professor of Surgery and Head of the 
Department. In 1936 Dr. Ruben Nomland took the chair of 
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Dermatology and in 1938 Dr. William M. Hale took the Headship 
of Bacteriology and he was followed in 1949 by Dr. J. R. Porter. 
Following the death of Dr. O. H. Plant, Dr. Erwin G. Gross 
advanced to the Headship of Pharmacology. Following the 
retirement of: Dr. J. T. McClintock in Physiology Dr. H. M. 
Hines was elevated to the Headship, while in Anatomy Dr. 
Walter R. Ingram followed Dr. MacEwen and Dr, W. R. Miller 
took charge of Psychiatry following the resignation of Dr. 
Andrew H. Woods. 

Among the newer developments within the college is that of a 
Radiation Research Laboratory under the direction of Dr. T. C. 
Evans. Associated with Dr. Evans is Dr. C. D. Janney and 
Dr. T. Winnick. This laboratory will be engaged in radiation 
research which will consist of studies in the biological effects of 
ionizing radiation and the use of isotopes in physiological, 
biological and. clinical studies particularly in cancer and hyper- 
thyroid research. There has also been added a laboratory for 
research in cardio-vascular physiology under the direction of 
Dr. James W. Culbertson from Boston. Diseases of the cireula- 
tory system will be studied by a team of workers recruited from 
several departments. 

Dean MacEwen’s administration came to a close with his 
death in 1947. During his twelve years of leadership entrance 
requirements were advanced to three years of college work. New 
courses were added to the curriculum but in the senior year 
lectures were replaced by clinical clerkships. The onset of World 
War II brought new and troublesome problems. The need for 
medical officers depleted the teaching staff while the introduction 
of the accelerated teaching program threw a heavy burden upon 
the remaining staff. Under the Army and Navy training program 
the number of students remained at about a normal level. At 
the end of the war the return of medical officers created a 
demand for postgraduate courses which would bridge the gap 
between army and civilian practice. Large numbers desired to 
continue their training in the specialties. Postgraduate courses 
of various kinds were therefore introduced and these added still 
more to the teaching load and administrative duties. 

Toward the end of the MacEwen administration the controver- 
sial question regarding the distribution of private practice in the 
University Hospitals and the unequal compensation of those 
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participating in practice became such a disturbing factor as to 
require some definite action. After conferences with individual 
faculty members and with the University administration the 
conclusion was drawn that the best solution would be obtained 
if it were based upon recommendations of a committee represent- 
ing the various sides to the controversy, A committee was ap- 
pointed and after a prolonged period of consideration two 
reports representing the majority and minority opinions were 
presented. Although not in complete accord with the ideas of 
some of the faculty and administration the majority report was 
approved by the Board of Education on a two year trial basis. 

Under the provisions of the plan a basic salary schedule was 
set up for each rank from assistant professor to professor and head 
of a department. Those desiring to do private practice could in- 
crease their income up to a certain per cent of their basic pay 
depending upon their professorial rank. All moneys collected from 
private practice in each separate department are credited to the 
Department Service Fund and out of which the additional 
income to those participating in the plan is paid alone with 
certain other legitimate expenses associated with a private 
practice. Any money remaining in this fund at the end of the 
fiscal year is transferred to the Department Trust Fund. This 
fund is University property and can be used as other University 
property within the department for such purposes as developing 
teaching, research and attendance at scientific meetings. Any 
balance left in this fund at the end of a year is transferred to 
the Central Scientific Fund and is then available to any de- 
partment for research and other specified purposes. 


The controversies that arose as a result of attempting to solve 
this old problem of ‘‘full time’’ and “part time’’ teaching 
positions in a medical school spread over the state and aroused 
so much discussion among the members of the State Medieal 
Society that the President of the Society instructed the com- 
mittee on medical education and hospitals to study the program 
.and report to the Society at its meeting in April 1947. The 
committee made a full and lengthy report pointing out what 
seemed to them to be the good and bad features in the plan 
and since the plan was on a two year trial basis their recom- 
mendation ‘‘that no particular specific action be taken’? on the 
problems discussed in their report was approved by the society. 
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Two years having passed the medical service plan was reviewed 
by a special faculty committee and a representive of the State 
Society. The report of this committee has not yet been made 
public but it can be stated that the fundamental aspects of the 
plan are generally acceptable and that improvements which may 
be needed can be brought about within the existing framework 
of the plan. 

After a short interval following Dean MacEwen’s death during 
which time the affairs of the college were administered by the 
Executive Dean of the Health Sciences, Dr. Carlyle Jacobsen, 
the position of Dean was filled by the appointment of Dr. Mayo 
H. Soley from the University of California. Dean Soley’s regime 
was cut short by his untimely death on June 21st, 1949. In his 
short year of service he was faced with many difficulties in 
adjusting the affairs of the college to new administrative policies, 
as well as to the demands of the public through a directive from 
the Legislature to increase the number of students being educated 
for the medical profession. His leadership and skill in handling 
the problems as they arose ‘‘won for him not only respect and 
admiration but sympathetic support from those with whom he 
was associated.’’ Following Dean Soley’s death President Hancher 
appointed a five member Executive Committee to carry on the 
work of the Dean’s office. The members of this committee are 
Dr. Robert T. Tidrick, Dr. E. D. Warner, Dr. W. R. Ingram, 
Dr. W. M. Fowler and Dr. Wilbur R. Miller. 

The search for new knowledge as well as the dissemination of 
old is a responsibility of a medical faculty. In the field of 
research the faculty members of the University College of 
Medicine have been active in both clinical and basic science 
studies. This productive research has led to the publication of a 
number of books and upward of over one hundred fifty original 
papers each year. 


HoMEOoOPATHIGC MeEpicAL DEPARTMENT 
STATE UNIVERSITY oF Iowa 
1877-1919 


When in 1868 the regular medical school was being organized 
at Iowa City as an integral part of the University a major ob- 
jection to its establishment was the danger of similar requests 
being made by the representatives of the various ‘‘irregular’’ 
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systems of medical practice common in Iowa at that time. The 
Homeopaths, the Eclectics and the Thomsonians all had a pretty 
strong following in the state. It was not surprising then that the 
Homeopaths made an effort in 1872 to have the Board of 
Regents of the University approve the establishment of a 
Homeopathic Department and upon being refused took their 
request to the Legislature only to be again defeated. 

In an address given before the Hahnemann Association meeting 
in Keokuk the President of the Association called attention to 
the fact that a ‘‘so called Regular School of Medicine had a 
Department in the State University to the exclusion of other 
schools.’’ He further stated ‘‘that as the adherents to Homeopathy 
were taxed for the support of the University they had a right 
to be represented there and to have a department wherein the 
distinctive doctrines of Homeopathy could be taught.’’? In 
response to this plea the Association appointed a committee of 
three to ‘‘take what steps they deemed necessary toward the 
establishment at the University of a Homeopathic Medical 
Department by due act of the Legislature’. The Committee as 
selected by the Association consisted of E. A. Guilbert of 
Dubuque, W. H. Dickinson of Des Moines and C. H. Cogswell 





Homeopathic Medical College Building 
1895 
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of Cedar Rapids. As soon as the Iowa General Assembly met in 
January of 1876 the Homeopathic Committee assisted in the 
preparation of a bill by which the Board of Regents were, 
‘‘authorized and directed to establish a Department of Homeo- 
pathy in connection with the Medical Department of said Univer- 
sity as soon as practicable, to consist of two chairs and may 
appropriate the sum of four thousand one hundred dollars for 
the payment of two professors and the necessary appertenances to 
the said medical chairs.’’ This bill was appended to the general 
appropriation bill for the University. It received final approval 
on March 17, 1876 and on being signed by the Governor became 
a law. 

However it was not until the meeting of the Board of Regents 
in June 1877 that the final steps were taken to carry out the 
directive as given to the Board by the Legislature. After a 
careful study of the problem the Board could find no satisfactory 
way whereby the two distinct systems of medical practice could 
be combined in one department as was contemplated in the 
enacted law. It was therefore decided to organize the Homeo- 
pathic school as a separate unit. By this arrangement was avoided 
much of the discord and dissension which would otherwise have 
pervaded the ranks of the medical profession in Iowa as it had 
in Michigan a few years before. 

Ignoring the recommendations of the Hahnemann Association 
the Regents selected Dr. A. C. Cowperthwait of Nebraska City, 
Nebraska and Dr. W. H. Dickinson of Des Moines as occupants 
of the two chairs provided for in the new department. The 
subjects as originally assigned to the two appointees were not in 
accord with each individual’s special preparation and interest 
so a reassignment was requested and Dr. Cowperthwait became 
Professor of Materia Medica and Dr. Dickinson, Professor of 
Theory and Practice of Medicine. While the appointments were 
somewhat of a dissappointment to the Homeopathic profession of 
the state the selection by the Regents was fully justified. Both 
men proved to be unusally well qualified for their positions, 

Having chosen a faculty the next step was to provide adequate 
quarters for the new departments. Although the only space 
absolutely needed for a medical school at this time was a lecture 
room with ample seating space for the student body, no such 
space as this was available on the University Campus. It was 


MEDICAL EDUCATION IN IOWA 299 


therefore necessary to go elsewhere and thus the school was 
housed in a building at the northeast corner of Dubuque and 
Washington streets. This was another disappointment to the 
Homeopaths. Their reaction was expressed in the Homeopathic 
Bulletin of July 1893 as follows: “They did feel, however, 
that their proper place was on the. campus. Outside of that 
classic ground they felt more like an annex to the University than 
an integral part of it.’’ | 

The first session opened on October 24th, 1877 with a lecture 
by Dr. Dickinson on the ‘‘History of Medicine’. Hight students 
were enrolled at the opening and eight more were added during 
the term. Except for the two subjects of Materia Medica and 
Medical Practice which were presented by the homeopathic 
professors, the students attended the lectures given by the mem- 
bers of the regular medical faculty. This arrangement continued 
in the clinical subjects only until additional clinica] chairs were 
added to the faculty but in the preclinical subjects the classes 
in the two schools were united during the entire existence of 
the homeopathic school. | 

The published announcements of the school make no reference 
to any educational requirement for admission until 1883-84, at 
which time it is stated that all candidates for admission must 
give evidence of a good English education either by examination 
or by certification of having had the equivalent of a high school 
education. Besides the usual statements regarding being twenty- 
one years old, of good moral character and having studied 
medicine at least three years including attendance upon two 
courses of lectures, the graduation requirements prior to 1889 
called for the presentation of a ‘‘thesis in the candidates own 
hand writing’, To comply with this rule the candidate must 
have had some English education at least in orthography. Gradu- 
ation from a high school continued as the entrance requirement 
until 1910, when two years of work in a Liberal Arts College 
was essential for admission. For a year or go the entrance 
requirements in the regular medical school were on a higher level 
than for the homeopathic and~- as students from both 
schools attended some of the same classes this disparity in pre- 
liminary preparation was a factor in augmenting the trouble 
which existed between the two schools. 

The length of the medical course in homeopathy’: paralleled 
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that in the regular school. At first only two years of four 
months. In 1889 a three year six month graded course was 
required of all students. Then in 1896 the course was extended 
to four years and in 1900 the academic year was increased from 
six to nine months. In 1901 a combined course whereby a student 
could secure a bachelor’s degree and the medical doctorate in 
six years was established in conjunction with the Liberal Arts 
College. 

In the summer of 1878 the Board of Regents consented to 
spend for the construction of a new building, the unused portion 
of the special appropriation which had been given the homeo- 
pathic school. This amounted to about $1600 but was sufficient 
to build a two story brick building on the east side of Clinton 
street between Iowa avenue and Jefferson street. The second 
session of the school opened in the new building on October 9th, 
1878. For this session the faculty had been increased by the 
addition of Dr. G. Neuman Seidletz of Keokuk as lecturer on 
Therapeutics of Surgical diseases; Dr. W. D. Stillman of Council 
Bluffs as lecturer on Therapeutics of Obstetrical Diseases; and 
Dr. T. G. Roberts of Wahington, Iowa, as assistant to the chair 
of Materia Medica. In the year following a chair of Surgery 
with Dr. A. E. Rockey was added to the faculty. Dr. Rockey 
held the position for two years and was succeeded byaibas 
George I. Roberts. However the lack of facilities for sureeiy 
caused the positton to be discontinued before the opening of the 
term for which Dr. Roberts had been appointed. 

Up to September 1887 the school was without its own hospital. 
Except for some dispensary service, which could be conducted in 
the building on Clinton street, practical clinical instruction in 
the surgical subjects was given in Mercy Hospital under the 
faculty of the regular school. However, early in 1887 a committee 
from the Iowa Hahnemann Association appeared before the 
University Regents and outlined a plan for the organization of 
a hospital. Under the plan as it was approved by the Regents, 
a “‘Hospital Association’’ was to be incorporated and was to be 
fully responsible for the hospital management, the University 
being released from all financial responsibility. A corporation 
was organized with Levi Robinson as President, Dr. B. Banton 
of Waterloo, Vice president; Dr. J. G. Gilchrist, Seevetary; and 
A. EK. Swisher as Treasurer. A residence on Iowa Avenue was 
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rented and with the help of the ‘‘Hospital Aid Society’’, com- 
posed of ladies from the various churches, the building was 
furnished as a ten bed hospital. It was opened for patients on 
September Ist, 1887 with a fee schedule of $5.00 per week for 
clinical patients and $7.00 to $10.00 per week for all others. 

In 1891 the owner of the Iowa Avenue property refused to 
renew the lease and the hospital was forced to move. With funds 
partially donated by the Hahnemann Association and partially 
from University funds the medical building on Clinton street 
was enlarged so as to provide space for a twelve bed hospital 
and also lecture rooms for the medical classes. The interest of 
the Homeopathic physicians in the welfare of the school is 
evidenced by the fact that they had voted to contribute their 
gross income received on the first Monday in September to the 
hospital. It was by such contributions that the hospital was able 
to function. At the time of the opening of the Clinton street 
hospital the property held by the Hospital Association was 
turned over to the University but the management of the hospital 
was left with the Homeopathic faculty organized as a ‘‘ Hospital 
Board’’. 

By 1893 the school entered its most prosperous period which 
extended about ten years during which it had an annual en- 
rollment of between sixty and Seventy students. The Board 
of Regents took a more friendly attitude towards the school and 
formulated an appeal to the General Assembly for an appro- 
priation sufficient to build a new medical building and. hospital. 
The sum of $15,000 was eranted and with this a three story 
brick structure was erected at the southeast corner of Jefferson 
and Dubuque streets. Two floors were completed by the fall of 
1895 providing amphitheaters, operative rooms and hospital ae- 
commodations for twenty-five patients. The following General 
Assembly appropriated an additional $4,000 for the completion of 
the third story, and this increased the capacity of the hospital 
to fifty beds. With the construction of this University building 
the management of the hospital as well as that of the school was 
brought under complete University control. 

From the very beginning of the homeopathic school there had 
been a good deal of antagonism between it and the regular 
school over the establishment of chairs in the operative fields 
of medicine, The basic Hahnemann doctrine of ‘‘Similia Similibus 
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Curantur’’ applied primarily to chemical therapy. In diagnostic - 
procedures, in operative techniques, and in the presentation of | 
the basic medical sciences there was no real distinction in the 
two systems of medicine. Thus the practical clinical work in the 
surgical fields had been presented only by the faculty in the 
regular school. In the homeopathic school the presentation in 
these fields had been limited, except for the two years when 
Dr. Rockey was Professor of Surgery, to lectures on therapeutics 
in surgical and obstetrical diseases. In 1882 Dr. J. G. Gilchrist 
was brought to the University from Michigan where he had been 
Professor of Surgery. For the first two years at Iowa he held 
the title of Lecturer but in 1884 he was made Professor of 
Surgical Pathology in the homeopathic school. Yielding to the 
protests of the faculty in the regular school the Board of Regents 
rescinded Dr. Gilchrist’s professorial appointment. The ad- 
herents to Homeopathy, however, brought additional pressure 
upon the Board of Regents and by 1888 they obtained not only 
a chair of Surgery but also one in Obstetrics and Diseases of 
Children. Dr. Gilchrist was given the chair of Surgery and 
Dr. C. H. Cogswell the chair of Obstetrics and Diseases of 
Children. With the appointment of Dr. Frank J. Newberry as 
Protessor of Ophthalmology, Otology and Paedology, the fifth 
and last chair was added to the Homeopathic faculty. The more 
imposing faculty lists published in the school’s catalogues was 
accomplished by including the names of all the instructors in 
the regular college who had Homeopathie students attending 
their classes. 

In 1892 Dr. George Royal of Des Moines succeeded Dr. 
Cowperthwait as Professor of Materia Medica and Dr. Dickinson 
became Dean. On the death of Dr. Dickinson in 1898 Dr. Royal 
became Dean. The Professorship of Theory and Practice of 
Medicine during the remainder of the school’s existence was held 
in succession by Dr. Frederick Becker, Dr. Benjamen R. Johnson 
and Dr. Raymond E. Peck. In 1902 Dr. William L. Bywater 
became Professor of Ophthalmology, Otology and Rhinology, and 
upon the death of Dr Gilchrist in 1906 Dr, Frank C. Titzel 
became Professor of Surgery. 

In 1900 with the reorganization of the University the Homeo- 
pathic Department became the Homeopathic Medical College. By 
this time its faculty had been completed and its student enroll- 
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ment had been most encouraging. However, at this time when 
the future looked most promising there began a gradual decline 
in the school’s welfare and which, in 1919, brought about its 
closure. 

There were several factors which were responsible for this 
decadence. Throughout the country there was a loss of confidence 
in the theories of Hahnemann upon which the practice of Homeo- 
pathy was founded. This loss of popularity was seen in the 
gradual decline in student enrollment in Homeopathie Colleges. 
At Iowa the maximum enrollment was in 1895-96 with seventy- 
four students but by 1905 the number had dropped to forty seven 
and, by 1915 the number was only ten. Many of the graduates 
were giving up their Homeopathic title in order to join with 
the regular medical societies. Dr. Flexner in the Carnegie report 
on Medical Education recommended the abandonment of the 
school at Iowa and the establishment in the regular college of 
a chair of Homeopathic Materia Medica. It was further stated 
that the expenditure of the funds necessary to bring the school 
to a satisfactory educational level was not warranted. There was 
also, about this same time throughout the state, a good deal of 
criticism of the duplication of courses in the Iowa schools of 
higher education. It was, therefore, as an economy measure that 
the Board of Education, in 1911, voted to discontinue the chairs 
of surgery, obstetrics and ophthalmology in the Homeopathic 
College and consolidate this work in the departments of the regu- 
lar medical college. 

This move met with strong resistance by the Iowa State 
Hahnemann Association and when their offer to pay the salaries 
of the Homeopathic professors was refused the Association carried 
the matter to the state Legislature. Here they obtained a more 
sympathetic hearing and were rewarded by the passage of a bill 
directing the Board of Education to restore the Homeopathie 
chairs and to pay the professors salaries. The Board met this by 
throwing it back to the Legislature with the request that if they 
were to carry out the directive the Legislature would have to 
provide the necessary funds. A year or so later Dean Royal 
requested the Board of Education to grant the college $75,000 
for a new hospital building. This the Board also refused. 

Meanwhile the student enrollment had dropped to about ten 
and gave evidence of still further decline regardless of the state 
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efforts of the Hahnemann Association to recruit more students. In 
1916 the State Auditor refused to honor claims from the Homeo- 
pathic hospital for the treatment of crippled. indigent children. 
Under the Perkins law such patients should not have been ad- 
mitted. This was a severe blow to the Homeopathic College for 
not only was there a need for more clinical material but the 
income was needed for hospital maintenance. 

As a result President W. A. Jessup of the University reported 
to the Board of Education that the condition of the college did 
not justify further expenditure of University funds in its 
behalf. A request, supported by representatives of both medical 
colleges was therefore made to the 38th General Assembly for 
authorization to abandon the Homeopathic College and in place 
thereof to create a chair of Homeopathic Materia Medica in the 
regular Medical College. Favorable action was taken and the 
college came to its end in 1919. Dr. Royal continued for a short 
time to fill the chair of Materia Medica but after his withdrawal 
the chair has continued to remain vacant. 

Thus has been the rise and fall of Homeopathy at the Univer- 
sity. At the time of its organization there was a strong demand 
for training in this field. With the increased expanse of the 
medical sciences came the greater cost of medical education. This, 
together with the diminished popularity of homeopathic therapy 
removed all justification for continued support of a failing 
institution. 


IowA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY 


Iowa Wesleyan was founded February 17th, 1842 at Mount 
Pleasant. About 1871, under the leadership of the Reverend John 
Wheeler as President, new courses were added and the depart- 
ments wer greatly erpanded. Among the additions was a Depart- 
ment of Pharmacy and Medicine with a faculty consisting of: 

John Wheeler, D.D., President 
John W. Mansfield, A.M, 
Mason Boyles, A.M. 
Willington Bird, M.D. 

A. W. McClure, M.D. 


This department embraced two courses of study (1) Pharmacy, 
(2) Anatomy. The courses required four months of intensive 
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study in addition to the bachelor of science requirement. The 
degree of Bachelor of Medicine was conferred upon those who 
completed the course in Anatomy. The degree of Pharmaceutical 
chemist was also granted. As given in the 1872 catalogue the course 
in Anatomy -‘‘Is designed to provide a thorough foundation for a 
knowledge of the principles of the Medical Profession. It includes 
General Chemistry, Professional Physiology and Theoritical and 
Practical Anatomy’’. Provision was also made for a ‘‘course in 
Medical Reading’’. Tuition per term was $10.00, and ‘‘inciden- 
tals’’ $5.00. 

The course was listed for the first time in the 1872 catalogue. 
Six students are named as having registered for the course its 
first year. They were: 


Stephen Greenleaf, Bloomfield, Iowa 
J. Ancil Briggs, Knoxville, Iowa 
Charles F. Knowlton, Oskaloosa, Iowa 
Frank W. Adams, Wapello, Iowa 
John P. Andrews, Urbana, Missouri 
Norman F. Terry, Winfield, Iowa 


Thomas Faris completed the course in 1872 and received the 
degree of Bachelor of Medicine. 

This course was offered from 1871 to 1877 and the term 
‘“‘Medicine’’ was dropped from the title of the department in 
1881. About the time this course was introduced at Towa Wesleyan 
there was a general movement toward the formation of ‘“pre- 
paratory medical courses’’. It was stated by Dean Sanford of 
Keokuk that these courses were designed to replace the pre- 
ceptorial training preparatory to entering the regular medical 
course. However they were found to be impracticable and were 
soon discontinued for those desiring to prepare for the practice 
of medicine. 


PROPOSED SCHOOLS 
W. F. Peck Medical 
Davenport 


The following item is taken from the Iowa Medical Journal 
for July 1896: ‘‘We see by the public press that a new medical 
school is to be started at Davenport as a branch of Griswold 
College. It is to be known as the W. F. Peck Medical School’’. 
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Colfax Medical College 


We take the following from the Iowa State Medical Reporter 
of May, 1886: ‘‘There is prospect of a new medical college being 
started at Colfax. J. R. Gorrell, M.D., Newton is the moving 
spirit and will probably have the chair of theory and practice. 
Who the other gentlemen are is not yet known. It is rumored 
that Dr. Engle of Newton and Dr. Ryan of Colfax will be 
associated’’. If the college is started with a large capital, and all 
the conveniences and if they intend to start from the beginning 
by adopting a course of instruction in accordance with the 
resolution passed by the late meeting of the State Society, it 
will not be a mistake but will succeed. But unless it has all 
these, the gentlemen, friends of the reporter, who are con- 
templating this step should think carefully before they make a 
mistake. ”’ 

It would seem that those back of these two proposed schools 
did ‘‘think carefully’’ because nothing further seems to have 
occurred, as we can find no record showing that either one of 
the two schools had completed its organization. 


POSTGRADUATE MerpIcAL EpUGATION 


In the Carnegie report on Medical Edueation Dr. Abraham 
Flexner states that ‘‘the postgraduate school was established to 
do what the medical school failed to aceomplish’’. In its inception 
in this country its purpose was to supply that practical bedside 
training which was lacking in the undergraduate course. The 
undergraduate course has, however, been altered so that now it 
includes much practical clinical patient contact and this together 
with the required year of internship service has removed the 
need for postgraduate training as a ‘‘repair shop’’ for under- 
eraduate deficiencies. 

Postgraduate training, therefore, has for the most part taken 
on new objectives. One such objective is the training of the 
specialist while another is supplying an opportunity for those 
in active practice to readily become familiar with the newer 
developments in the medical sciences and medical practice. 

To supply the training necessary for the development of a 
specialist residencies of from two to five years have been estab- 
lished in such hospitals as can meet the requirements set up by 
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the various specialty boards. In some areas the training has taken 
on a “‘graded’’ type of course, while in others fundamental 
Subjects and clinical experience are interwoven. The standards 
which have been set up for an approved residency are such that 
only a few hospitals within the state are able to meet and then 
only in certain special fields of medical practice. According to 
the 1949 A.M.A. published lists of acceptable residencies Iowa 
has one federal hospital and eight nonfederal hospitals in which 
specialty training in one or more special fields of medical practice 
have been approved. These hospitals are located in Des Moines, 
Iowa City, Council Bluffs, Cedar Rapids and Oakdale. 

The tremendous amount of new knowledge which is constantly 
being added to medicine in all its aspects makes continuous 
study a necessity if one is to have an increasing efficiency in 
the care given his patients. To assist the busy practitioner to 
obtain the newer knowledge is another major objective in the 
postgraduate field of education. The activities in this field take 
several different lines. Society meetings,county, district and state, 
with their scientific programs are of course important but are 
not sufficient and more intense specific formal courses are 
necessary. Such programs have been supplied in Iowa through 
two channels, the Speakers Bureau of the State Medical Society 
and the College of Medicine. 

The Speakers Bureau, was organized in 1929 with the appoint- 
ment of a special committee of which Daniel J. Glomset, M.D. 
was Chairman and other members were Drs. Thos. U. McManus 
and John C. Shrader. As stated by the original committee the pur- 
poses of the Bureau were: 

1. To increase the efficiency of the practitioners of Iowa. 
2. To promote the solidarity of the profession. 

3. To develop medical leadership in each community. 
4. To educate the public in problems of health. 

The same committee stated that the educational program was 
to be carried out through symposia, clinies and extension courses 
conducted by the faculty of the medical college of the State 
University of Iowa and by Iowa doctors and guests. Also by 
addresses to scientific gatherings on medical subjects and health 
talks and demonstration to lay audiences, 

Thus the activities of the Bureau fell into several different 
lines. The furnishing of speakers to medical society meetings and 
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to lay organizations; the presentation over the radio each week 
of a talk on some health problem of general interest and the 
organization of formal postgraduate courses to be given in 
different places over the state. Arrangements were made so that 
the same course could be given in several different centers on 
one day a week extending over a period of several weeks. A fee 
of ten to twenty dollars was charged each registrant. At different 
times these courses included such topics as Cardio Vascular 
Disease; Fundiments of Medicine; Diseases of Metabolism and 
Endocrinology; Cancer. Special courses were arranged in the 
fields of Obstetrics, Pediatrics, Therapeutics, Neurology and 
Psychiatry. The enrollment varied in the different centers but for 
the most part they were well attended. In one year 1937 there 
were over seven hundred registered in the sixteen centers 
where courses were being held that year. 

During the war years the postgraduate program was markedly 
interfered with and the interest then and in the postwar period 
shifted from the medical sciences to problems of economics and 
social reforms which related to the physician and_ his practice. 
While in the last few years there has been some lack of interest 
in courses dealing with purely medical problems the demand for 
speakers at medical society meetings and before lay organizations 
has been at a high level. In 1947 in conjunction with the Cancer 
Society thirty lectures were given in seven cities, and-in addition 
nine county medical societies, and six lay groups secured programs. 

The College of Medicine of the State University has also 
responded to the demand for postgraduate training. Besides 
expanding the residency program within the University Hospitals 
for the training of specialists in all the basic fields of clinical 
medicine, provision has been made whereby those in active 
practice can, from time to time, take advantage of the educational 
facilities of the college of medicine. However beginning in 1945 

somewhat more formal program of postgraduate courses has been 
in operation. With the financial assistance furnished by the 
W. K. Kellogg Foundation both extramural and intramural 
programs were developed. In response to requests from County 
Medical Societies during the past four years, 1945-49, nine 
diagnostic clinics have been held in six towns having proper 
hospital facilities. At each clinie cases in two fields of medical 
practice were presented and discussed before the physicians in 
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attendance by members of the medical faculty. 

The intramural program consists of both informal and formal 
presentations. Physicians are welcome to attend informally any 
of the student lectures, demonstrations or ward walks, but on 
each Wednesday afternoon a special medical-surgical case pre- 
sentation is held and this is followed by a clinical pathological 
conference and both are designed to be of special interest to 
visiting physicians. 

Short courses in the various fields of medical practice are 
also being held for those in active practice. Such courses are of 
from three to five day duration ; the registration is limited and a 
fee is charged each registrant. During the past year, July 1948- 
1949 there have been seven such courses held. The total attendance 
for the postgraduate offerings of the College of Medicine for 
the same year was two hundred thirty eight. 
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~ Medical Journalism In Iowa 
1850-1950 
Charles L. Jones, M.D., Gilmore City 


Medical journalism in this State had its beginning with the 
publication of the Western Medico-Chirurgical Journal on Sep- 
tember 1, 1850 at Keokuk, Iowa. The editors were Dr. John F. 
Sanford, Professor of Surgery, College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons of the Iowa State University located in the city of Keokuk; 
and Dr. Samuel G. Armor, Professor of Theory and Practice of 
Medicine in the same institution. This interesting publication 
appeared monthly. 

In the first number appears a Salutatory by the editor, Dr. 
Sanford, as follows: ) 

‘“We take pleasure in presenting to the medical profession of 
Iowa and the West, the first number of a Journal devoted to 
the interests of medical science, which will be continued two 
years under a definite arrangement, and longer, if the patronage 
realized will justify the effort. 

This is the first Medical Journal ever issued west of the ‘‘Father 
of Waters,’’ north of the Missouri, in that boundless region, the 
commerce and power of which, is destined to affect the American 
continent, and which in its rapid—almost magical transition from 
nature’s wildness to the cultivated fields—the flourishing villages 
and populous cities of civilized and enlightened man, presents 
a subject of reflection, unsurpassed in interest in the annals of 
the world. There are many circumstances incident to an enter- 
prise of this kind, calculated to discourage those who embark 
in it; yet there are others, which have stimulated the editors 
of the Journal to efforts in its publication, which they would 
not have made from any other considerations. The varying for- 
tunes of periodicals, literary and medical, have not escaped 
their attention, nor have they overlooked the labor and care 
necessary to sustain the scientific character of a production of 
this kind; but they flatter themselves that motives have guided 
them, which allow no compromise with obstacles to the prose- 
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cution of a high and virtuous object. This reflection, mingled 
with a confidence in the medical profession of this country, thai 
many years of intercourse have served to strengthen, has im- 
pelled us to devote our time and means in this way, to the ac- 
vancement of a science, which in its onward march, affords the 
surest means to those who cultivate and practice it, of an emt- 
nence and a distinction, more consonant with human happiness 
than any other attainable by human effort. 

One error of opinion we have noticed with our medical breth- 
ren, as often perhaps as any other. It is the impression that 
medical science. may sustain consistently with its honor anc 
integrity, a state of independence and isolation in the vast field 
of intellectual achievement, and that its votaries may conse- 
quently discard those instrumentalities of progress, which have 
become essential to the human mind in other pursuits. This is 
an important mistake. Our profound and beautiful science, dat- 
ing its birth from the time when man first suffered the pain of 
disease, has increased with his suffering and infirmity, and the 
same necessity which gave it birth and perpetuated its cultiva- 
tion, has mingled its benign influence with, and drawn its life- 
giving resources from, every department of knowledge, which 
the industry of man has served to unfold. 

This universal and intimate relation between the various de- 
partments of natural science, involving medical philosophy in 
such multitude of reciprocal influences, renders it necessary for 
the enlightened physician—he who would illustrate its highest 
glory to the world—to enter into the general Spirit of progress 
which no pervades mankind, and in order to do this, the means 
of extended usefulness must be at his command. 

One of the means by which this object may be accomplished, 
we now furnish to the profession in the columns of our Journal ; 
a means that more than all others will facilitate an inter-com- 
munication of thought—an interchange of experience and ob- 
servation, which will rapidly develop the energy and genius of 
the profession of the West, and connect them in a scientific 
brotherhood with the profession in those portions of our com- 
mon country, where the light of truth, through the medium of 
the press, now shines with so much brillianey. 

Fancy lends no aid to this prospect. The reality will speedily 
follow our brightest conceptions. In some of the members of 
this glorious confederacy are to be seen the signs of our future 
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promise. Commonwealths, where quickly following the tread of 
the savage, the genius of a Godman and a Rush sprung into 
light, and the name of a Hosack or a Mott, towered up before 
the world. There was nothing more in their land to awaken 
the effort at honorable immortality, than we find in our own. 
The infirmities of man—his disease and suffering were the ob- 
jects of their care, and in the mitigation of these, they achieved 
their renown. We are in the midst of the same circumstanees, 
and the boon of life and health is no less precious in our broad 
and beautiful West. 

Shall we not then, in the spirit of science, concentrate our 
efforts to the accomplishment of this end, and in the erection 
of institutions of medical learning—the formation of societies 
for medical improvement and the generous support of a medical 
press, secure the speedy fulfillment of a destiny we have feebly 
attempted to indicate? 

With full faith that our medical brethren will respond to these 
sentiments and extend to our Journal the necessary support, we 
enter upon our duties with a pledge, that no pains or labor 
shall be wanting to make it worthy of their confidence.’’ 
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The first article in this pioneer journal was entitled ‘‘Rheu- 
matic Carditis—Autopsical Examination,’’ by Jno. Forrest Dil- 
lon, M. D.,* Farmington, Iowa. It described the history of a 
man 23 years old who had been subject to repeated attacks of 
rheumatism, which was followed by several months of illness, 
including one attack of unconsciousness, varying degrees of fever, 
shortness of breath and general weakness. The diagnosis of 
organic disease of the heart by a young practitioner Dr. Harian 
in the near by town of Croton, advised him of the seriousness 
of his condition, and his treatment was limited to the palliation 
of the distressing phenomena as they might arise. ‘‘ Enjoying 
variable degrees of health, vascilating from bad to worse, he- 
continued under the management of Dr. H., until the arrival 
of one of those hybrid physicians known under the names of 
Thomsonians, Beachites, Eeclecties, ete., ete., with which our 
Western country is so disgracefully flooded, and who contribute 
more than any one cause, to depress the science of medicine 
amongst us.’’? His boasted skill of course, must be allowed a 
trial, and the patient consulted this irregular practitioner. Quot- 
ing again from the article,—‘“This hybrid physician effected to 
make a very sage examination of the case, after which he most 
emphatically denied that the patient labored under any disease 
of the heart whatever, and in equally positive terms, communi- 
cated to him the encouraging intelligence, that all then ailing 
him was an inflammation of the stomach and intestines, which 
originated from, and was still perpetuated by, the use of mer- 
cury, but had not yet made such invasions upon his constitution, 
as to be able to resist long, the divinely efficacious, and omin- 
potently curvative agency of lobelia! The patient, shortly sub- 
sequent to this time, grew suddenly worse so that he was obliged 
to keep in bed, and his ‘physician’ commenced his course of 
treatment by the administration of large doses of his panacea, 
which produced, of course, violent and long continued emesis, 
followed by a distressing hiccough, which harrassed him until his 
death, an event which took place a few days afterward.’ 





“Dr. Dillon was a charter member of the Iowa Medical and Chirurgical 
Society. Because of a slight physical infirmity, he discontinued the practice 
of medicine, began the study of law in Davenport, was later elected County 
Attorney, U. 8. Circuit Judge, Chief Justice of the Iowa Supreme Court, and 
Professor of Law, Columbia University, New York. From 1870 to 1881 Pro- 
fessor of Medical Jurisprudence, Medical Department, State University of 
Towa, Iowa City. At the time of this article Dr. Dillon was just 21 years of 


age. 
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This result, aroused the citizens, who charged that the fatal 
issue of the case had been hastened by the treatment, whereupon 
the “‘botanic physician’? requested a postmortem examination, 
which was conducted by Dr. Dillon 12 hours after death. The 
necropsy report is described in detail, in particular noting that 
the heart weighed 1514 ounces and that the hypertrophy was 
chiefly confined to his left side. The endocardium lining the left 
ventricle, especially the mitral and sigmoid (aortic) valves, were 
inflammed with depositions of plastic lymph more or less firm. 
Some of these deposits were soft and capable of being removed 
by the fingers, while others were indurated and firmly attached, 
appearing to be somewhat ancient (in this later day a diagnosis 
of subacute endocarditis would have been considered). 

There is frequent references to English and French authorities 
indicating a very clear conception of the pathologic changes that 
were present. 

The closing paragraph is interesting. ‘‘I have drawn up this 
hasty sketch of the above case for two prominent reasons, in 
the first place to present your readers with some additional tes- 
timony confirmatory of the frequent connection beween arthritic 
and cardiac disease; and in the second place, to illustrate the 
great benefit often derivable from necroscopie examinations. The 
one is frequently overlooked, the other too sadly neglected.’’ 

The second article was by Professor D. L. MeGugin on ‘‘Ovar- 
itis,’’ which referred to acute inflammations of the ovary and 
other uterine appendages, without the concurrence of a gveneril 
puerperal condition, often associated with a wasting of the vital 
forces of the general system. 

The third article is on ‘‘ Asiatic Cholera’? which had occurred 
in epidemic form in Keokuk and Burlington during the summer 
of 1850. Forty cases developed in Keokuk, of which Dr. J. Haines 
of that city made a very careful report of these cases, of which 
twenty-five died. The epidemic in Burlington was more exten- 
Sive, and as reported by Dr. J. F. Henry of that city, it was 
estimated that between four and five hundred cases appeared 
in that city, then having a population of about 5000. The mor- 
tality was about 50 per cent. The most effective remedies were 
astringents and opium and its preparations were invaluable. A 
few cases of cholera had occurred in Muscatine 60 miles north 
of Burlington, and in Ottumwa, the same distance West. Inter- 
mediate towns had escaped. 
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There was also an interesting article by Dr. J. F. Sanford on 
‘*Pseudarthrosis,’’ or ‘‘False Joint,’’ and its surgical treatment. 

Among the news items is a description of the annual announce- 
ment of Rush Medical College, located in the City of Chicago, 
which refers principally to the introduction by Dr. N. 8. Davis, 
Professor of Physiology and Pathology, in which he argues for , 
a ‘‘free medical school.”’ 

The second issue ef this Journal, October 1, 1850, contains the 
following articles: Dysentery by Dr. D. L. MeGugin; Thera- 
peutic Effect of Turpentine by Thomas Smith, M. D. (reprint 
from London Medical Journal) ; Clinical Convictions Respecting 
Ascites, by Dr. Dubeni, (reprint from the Spanish Bulletin of 
Medical Sciences); Surgical Uses of the Nitrate of Silver, by 
Professor J. F. Sanford, Keokuk; Dislocation of the Lower Jaw, 
by Dr. M. Nelaton, Paris, France (reprint) ; Two Cases of Strang- 
ulated Hernia, by T. Wood, M. D., Cincinnati; ‘‘The Extraction 
of Foreign Bodies from the Oesophagus, by Professor Dieffenbach 
(reprint Medical Times). 

The proceedings of the fourth annual session of the American 
Medical Association at Cincinnati, Ohio, May 7-8, 1850, are de- 
scribed at length. This is followed by a full report of the pro- 
ceedings of the first and organization meeting of the lowa Medi: 
cal and Chirurgical Society held at Burlington, Iowa, June 19, 
1850, later to become the Iowa State Medical Society. This is 
preceded by the following editorial review. 

“The proceedings of this Society, in the form of a neat pam- 
phlet came to hand too late for notice in the first number of the 
Journal; but it gives us great pleasure now to transcribe such 
items in connection with the organization of the Society as will 
he of most interest to our readers. Much effort has been ex- 
pended by several cminent members of the profession in this 
State, during the past few years, in directing the minds of medi- 
cal men to this important subject, but the call issued May last, 
was the first to which there has ever been a satisfactory response. 
We are happy to say however, that, although the profession have 
been slow to move in reference to this matter, when they did 
assemble at the Convention at Burlington last June, their action 
was praiseworthy and efficient. About twenty-five physicians met 
pursuant to this notice, and entered upon the duty of organizing 
the State Medical Society with commendable zeal.’’ ‘‘The organ- 
ization of this Society will mark the beginning of a new era in 
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the medical history of the State. It is ardently to be hoped, 
that our physicians will lend an enthusiastic cooperation, not 
only by their presence during its deliberations, but in contribu- 
tion of statistics and facts which will facilitate its progress, and 
aid in the accomplishment of its noble objects.”’ 

A great deal of work was done at this meeting; the organiza- 
tion of the Society was completed; committees appointed to 
carry out the instructions of the Society ; resolutions were adop- 
ted showing the progressive spirit prevailing among the dele- 
gates as follows: 

‘‘Resolved—That a committee of three be appointed to report 
upon the medical topography, climate and diseases of Iowa. 

Resolved that a committee of three be appointed to report 
upon the medical and economic botany of Iowa. 

Resolved that in the opinion of the Society the sale of adul- 
terated drugs and chemicals should be speedily arrested and 
to this end, the legislature of the State of Iowa, be memorialized 
at the coming session on the subject and an appeal be made to 
those engaged in the trade within the limits of the State, to 
Supply the profession with pure and unadulterated drugs. 

Resolved that we hereby solemnly pledge ourselves, to en- 
courage those whose regard for the health and lives of com- 
munity, and the success of the medical profession will prompt 
them to procure select medicines, and that when such can be 
obtained, we will purchase no other. 


Resolved that in order to promote the best interest of the 
profession, of community and of mankind, and also to cultivate 
the social and scientific relations to its members, together with 
the benefits flowing from concert of action, mutual interchange 
of opinion and a better understanding of each other’s character, 
and in order to render more effective the great objects of the 
State Society, we would recommend to our brethren of each 
county the formation of a medical society, in each, auxiliary to 
the State Society.’’ 


On motion the Society was adjourned to meet at Fairfield, 
Jefferson County on the first Wednesday of May 1851. 

In explanation of some of the resolutions passed by this first 
meeting of the State Society we quote from Dr. Fairchild’s His- 
tory of Medicine in Iowa: 


“‘It must be remembered that not more than one-half of the 
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men practicing medicine in Iowa between 1850 and 1870 had 
received medical degrees and the number who had received a 
literary degree was very small indeed, and the true professional 
spirit was confined to comparatively few men. The profession 
as such did not stand very high in public esteem, it being looked 
upon only as a bread winning business, but the individuals we 
refer to in these writings were big men and much honored in 
the State.’’ 

In this issue also appears a report of a meeting of the physi- 
cians of the City of Keokuk on October 3, 1850, for the purpose 
of forming a City Medical Society. Officers were elected and 
committees appointed to prepare a constitution and by-laws, as 
well as a Code of Medical Ethics, to be submitted at the next 
meeting. This was the first local society formed after the organ- 
ization of the State Society, and later became known as the 
Lee County Medical Society. 

The November issue of the Journal carried an editorial evi- 
dencing the troubles of an editor and endeavoring to bring the 
profession into line both as contributors as well as subscribers: 

‘““We need scarcely remind our readers that there are two 
essential elements to the success of a medical periodical; first 
that it have a sufficient number of paying subscribers; second 
that it be sustained by original communications. Without sub- 
seribers no journal can be sustained without sacrifice to the 
publishers; and without contributors, we cannot expect sub- 
scribers. To secure then the former, we must have the latter.’’ 
‘“One great leading object of a medical periodical is to embody 
the observations and reflections of the profession in the more 
immediate region in which it is issued. It is this that gives fresh- 
ness and interest to the pages of a journal; and we are satisfied 
that nothing will compensate for a defect of original matter in 
a periodical. Without it, it is lifeless, a body without a soul; 
its features may be admired, its dress may be neat, its typo- 
eraphical execution unexceptionable; but within it has no in- 
dependent vitality. It is absolutely a reproach on the periodical 
medical literature of this country, that one journal is so fre- 
quently the mere echo of another. We have a pride and ambi- 
tion that the Western Medico-Chirurgical Journal, representing 
the medical literature of the northwestern portion of the upper 
Mississippi, and emanating from the border state of the Union 
on the West, shall speak its own native language.’’ 
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“Will not, therefore, the profession of the West—those for 
whose interest the Journal has been established—come to our 
aid and furnish matter for our pages? We make the appeal 
knowing that we have abundance of talent in the profession 
if it can be drawn cut; we feel no misgivings on this score; if 
western medical science is not well represented through ou: 
pages, it must be attributed to apathy, not to the want of quali- 
fication on the part of our brethren of the West.’’ 


‘We solicit contributions from the West mainly for two rea- 
sons; we have a Western Medical Literature to build up and 
maintain. To embody this literature we have started the Journal. 
Second, we want contributions embodying reflections on the 
Medical Topography of the West. The relations of Etiology and 
Geology to Medicine, is a subject of much interest to the Western 
practitioner. His medical education is, we affirm not complete 
until he has made himself familiar with all the agents concerned 
in the production of diseases peculiar to the Mississippi Valley. 
We do not intend by these remarks to exaggerate the importance 
of “Sectional Medicine”’; the great leading principles of Medical 
Science are the same wherever taught. To deny this would be 
to degrade our Science; still it must be confessed that Medical 
Science, in many important respects, is taught and practiced 
in the West as it is not taught and practiced by our tra-montane 
brethren. There can be no question that local soils, water and 
climate, engender peculiar maladies, and exert peculiar modify- 
ing influence on the epidemic and other diseases of the Missis- 
sippi basin.’’ 

“That our Journal therefore, started in confidence of useful- 
ness, shall fulfill our own and the expectation of the profession 
of the West, we shall confidently rely on their aid in enrich- 
ing its pages with a good share of practical original matter. A 
word in conclusion, as to the character of communications. And 
first of all study brevity. Clearness and conciseness in stating 
facts are important; indeed they are absolutely essential to read- 
able communications; and in reporting eases, all the material 
facts should be stated; they are the basis of conclusion, and 
therefore important. Many papers, otherwise meritorious, are 
deficient in these very essential particulars.’’ 


The high standard of articles was maintained in the numbers 
that followed. In the January issue 1851, appears a very inter- 
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esting letter written by Dr. J. F. Sanford to Professor Armor, 
the associate editor, dated Iowa City, Jan. 7, 1851, in which he 
deseribes the country through which he drove in the three days 
journey from Keokuk, referring to a visit in West Point, Lee 
County, to meet the professors of Des Moines College, a Presby- 
terian institution, emphasizing the need of a college training 
before entering the study of medicine, with the following quo- 
tation: ‘‘A better primary education on the part of our medical 
students will do more to improve and maintain the honor and 
dignity of the profession, than any arbitrary exactions of Medi- 
cal Colleges or Societies, or proscriptive legislative enactments ; 
and the establishment of numerous literary institutions in Lowa, 
will doubtless display its influence in the ranks of the profession.’’ 
He referred to pleasant visits with physicians on the journey 
and in Iowa City. He received a cordial reception from the 
Honorable Thomas H. Benton, Jr., the President of the State 
University, and assured continued support of the medical de- 
partment and its high purposes. 

The weather was evidently very mild, and he closes his letter 
with the following: ‘‘The seasons seem to be undergoing some 
ereat revolution, for in my own memory, the severity of the 
winters in this latitude, is greatly mitigated; and if the change 
continues in the same ratio till the close of the present century, 
the great Valley of the West will vie with ‘‘Italia’s vales’’ in 
the beauty of its sunny skies, and its balmy and delightful at- 
mosphere.’’ 

In the February Ist, 1851, issue announcement is made of the 
bill passed by the General Assembly of the State relative to 
establishing a Medical Department of the State University at 
Keokuk. The bill reads in part ‘‘That the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons located at Keokuk shall constitute a constituent 
part and department of the Iowa State University, with a full 
participation in the benefits and privileges pertaining to that 
institution. ’’ 

In the February issue, 1851, also appears an interesting article 
by Dr. Thomas Siveter of Salem on ‘‘Case of Inguinal Tumor, 
supposed to be Aneurysm,’’ and a very comprehensive article 
by Dr. Joseph Sanford, Chillicothe, Ohio, on ‘‘The Prevention 
and Cure of Caries of the Human Teeth.’’ This reads very much 
like similar articles of a much later day. 

In the March, 1851 issue, mention is made of the fact that 





MEDICAL JOURNALISM IN IOWA 321 


while the Keokuk School was legally an integral part of the 
Towa State University the funds necessary could not be realized 
upon and that it was necessary for the General Assembly to 
make an additional appropriation of $5000 for the Medical De- 
partment thus allowing them to ‘‘Greatly extend their facilities 
‘for medical teaching, and make ample preparations for the 
prospectively large class of the next session.’’ 

In the same issue an editorial condemns as ‘‘unethical, mer- 
cenary and unworthy of members of a dignified profession and. 
Savoring too much of the dealer in matches, the butcher, the 
ice cream man, ete.’’ a proposition to consider contracts with 
families to render professional services by the year. Apparently 
this had the effeet of damping any organized movement to estab- 
lish this method of practice. 

An April editorial announcing the meeting of the State Society 
at Fairfield on the first Wednesday in May 1852 ended up by 
thoroughly exorcizing ‘‘patent medicines, Thompsonianism, 
homeopathy, eclecticism and other forms of quackery.’’ It seems 
that the editors had their hands full with problems of not enough 
subscribers, too few contributors, prepaid medical service and 
the inroads made by irregulars. 

Excellent articles appeared in May, June and July issues. In 
the latter appeared quite a full account of the fifth meeting of 
the American Medical Association at Charleston, 8. C., in 1851, 
by Dr. Sanford, a delegate to the same. 

The second volume started with the September 1851 number, 
but was not completed before September 1853. The first three 
numbers were issued monthly, but then there appears a lapse of 
seven months before number four of the second volume was issued 
in July 1852. 

In Number 3, November 1851, is published a long letter from 
Dr. John F. Sanford, the editor, of an extensive visit to medical 
centers—St. Louis, Detroit, Ann Arbor, Mich. (which he refers 
to as a village), Cleveland and New York City, and presented 
much interesting information regarding medical teaching as it 
prevailed at that time. 

In the July 1852 number ig published a short account of the 
proceedings of the third meeting of the Iowa Medico-Chirurgical 
Society at Fairfield on May 9, 1852. Among the new members 
admitted is Dr. J. C. Hughes, who was destined to have such a 
prominent part in the medical affairs of Keokuk and the State. 
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Under the title of ‘‘Our Journal,’’ the editor states, ‘‘It is with 
pleasure we resume our editorial duties, which for a brief period. 
have been interrupted.’’ ‘‘The temporary suspension of the Jour- 
nal has been owing to circumstances, which in no respect impairs 
its permanent prospects as set forth at the close of the first volume, 
but to business transactions in the house of publication which 
rendered its further issue impracticable. The interests of the 
work is now being transferred to another establishment, the new 
proprietors, after an attentive examination of the business affairs 
of the Journal, have extended the arrangement for its publication 
two years beyond the original arrangement, which as announced 
at the commencement of the enterprise, was to close in Septem- 
ber 1852. This extension of time will give the Journal a certain 
existence of four years, which every one acquainted with such 
matters, must admit places it beyond the probability of future 
failure.’’ 

In the August 1852 issue appears a report on an interesting 
case by Dr. Thomas Siveter* of Salem, of a bullet lodged in the 
basilary process of the occipital bone, in a man living several 
weeks after the accident. 

In this number announcement is made of the organization of 
the Des Moines County Medical Society at Burlington, June 17, 
1852, 

In the November 1852 issue appears a report of two cases of 
mushroom poisoning by Professor A. S. Hudson, M.D., of Keokuk. 

In the January 1853 issue is announced the resignation of J. 
I’, Armor, M.D., co-editor, in order to become a member of the 
Faculty of Ohio Medical College at Cincinnati, 

Then there occurs a lapse in publication, and Number 11 is not 
issued until July 1853, with the editorial explanation that the 
publication was interrupted due to absence of the editor in the 
South. The Journal hereafter appears to have been published 
bi-monthly. 

On the cover appears “‘J. F. Sanford, M.D., Editor and Pub- 
lisher.’”’ 

In February Doctor Sanford had resigned as Professor of 
Surgery and Dean of the Faculty of the Medical Department of 
Towa State University. Dr. J. C. Hughes was elected as his suc- 
cessor to both positions. 


* President, State Medical Society, 1855 and 1857. . 


= 


MEDICAL JOURNALISM IN IOWA 323 


With the September 1853 number, Volume II of the Western 
Medico-Chirurgical Journal is completed. In this issue announce- 
ment is made of the establishment of the ‘‘Iowa Medical School,’’ 
‘“‘for preparatory instruction in medicine and surgery, organized 
for the purpose of private medical teaching, and to afford stu- 
dents and practitioners who may not be immediately prepared 
to enter a college, a thorough course of demonstrations in the 
practical departments of medical science.’’ 

The teaching faculty comprised: 


Dr. John F. Sanford: Instructions and Lectures in Anatomy 
and Surgery. 5 
Dr. R. H. Wyman: Pathology, Practice of Medicine and Ob- 
. Stetrics. 
Dr. W. H. Farner: Chemistry, Materia Medica and Thera- 
peuties. 
Courses of instruction to continue for six weeks, Fee; thirty dollars. 

Of Volume III only two numbers are available. No. 1 published 
in January 1854, and No. 2 in March 1854. Both numbers are 
below the standard of previous issues; there is one leading article 
in each by Dr. J. F. Sanford on ‘‘Hints in practical surgery and 
directions for emergencies.”’ 

In the March 1854 issue is a notice of the next meeting of the 
Iowa Medical and Chirurgical Society at Muscatine, Wednesday, 
June 14, 1854. This number also contains reports of several sure- 
ical cases, including an operation for stone in the bladder, ‘‘It 
being claimed that this is the first time that hthotomy was per- 
formed on the male in Iowa.’’ 

Thus the first medical journal in Iowa, which began under such 
promising circumstances, came to a sad ending. 

‘ THE Iowa MeEpicaL JOURNAL 
1853-1914 


In August, 1853, Volume I, No. 1, of the Iowa Medical Journal 
appeared. The new medical journal was also printed and pub- 
lished at Keokuk, ‘‘conducted by the Faculty of the Medical De- 
partment of the Iowa ‘University.’’ 

This journal first appeared as a monthly publication, subserip- 
tion price $2.00 annually, in advance, but after the first year it 
was published every alternate month, until the fourth volume, 
1857-58 when it appeared since every three months; it evidently 





Cover page of Volume I, No. 1, August 1853 issue 


encountered difficulties because the fourth volume, extended 
through four numbers and with the issue of April, May, June, 
1858, the publication was discontinued. 

It did not appear again until the issue of November-December, 
1867 (Vol. V, No. 1) under the editorship of Dr. J. C. Hughes.* 

It was published rather irregularly, and only for four num- 
bers, the last being in April, 1869, when it again discontinued 
publication. 

During its period of publication from 1853 to 1869, it recorded 
many interesting facts relating to the early history of organized 
Towa medicine. Several of the annual proceedings of the State 
Society, not otherwise available, appeared in its columns. 

In the issue of October, 1853, appeared the first paper on the 
‘“Insane in Iowa’’ by Dr. D. L. MeGugin* in which appears the 
interesting statistics giving Iowa a population of 192,214, with 
40 reported insane, and that of the United States as 23,191,673 
and 15,768 insane persons; again by the same author, February 


* Professor of Surgery, Dean of the Faculty, Medical Department of Iowa 
State University at Keokuk. 

* Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine, Medical Department, 
Iowa State University, Keokuk. President, Iowa State Medical Chir, Soc. 
1851. 
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1854, in an article on Jaundice he called attention to the possible 
relation of epidemic jaundice to yellow fever. In August 1853 
appears an interesting letter by Dr. J. C. Hughes, reporting on 
the meeting of the American Medical Association in New York 
City May 8, 1853 with special emphasis on the annual dinner of 
the Association, held in Metropolitan Hall at which more than 
a thousand persons were present. ‘‘The dinner baffles description, 
the tables were magnificent, presenting the choicest viands, wines 
and delicacies, and surpassing ‘So says the press’ anything that 
has been gotten up in New York.’’ 


In November 1853, appear two death notices of prominent 
American physicians, Dr. William Beaumont of St. Louis, well 
known because of his interesting work on ‘‘The Physiology of 
Digestion and Experiments en the Gastric Juice,”’ published in 
1852; and Dr. Nathaniel Chapman of Philadelphia, the successor 
of Benjamin Rush as Professor of Theory and Practice, Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, and the first president of the American 
Medical Association in 1847. 


In the February-March 1855 issue appeared the report of the 
interesting case of Excision of a Bar of Lead from the Stomach 
with Recovery, by John M. Bell, M.D., of Wapello. A man sword 
swallower had swallowed a bar of lead ten inches by 34 inches 
long on Christmas day 1854. It could be felt through the ab- 
dominal wall. The operation was done January 3, 1855 one 
Bell, assisted by Drs. Neal, Robertson, Cleaver, Taylor, Graham 
and Crawford, consisting of an opening through the abdominal 
and stomach wall, and removing the bar. Chloroform was used as 
an anesthetic; the operation being done in a country home six 
miles southeast of Wapello; the operating table was a cabin door 
lying across two barrels. The patient recovered and lived several 
years thereafter.* 


In the first issue of Volume V the editor, Dr. J. C. Hughes, 
explains the lapse in publication since 1858 as follows: 

“Gentlemen of the profession: Owine to the financial em- 
barrassment of 1857-8 the Iowa Medical Journal, which had com- 
pleted its fourth volume was suspended for want of material aid. 
The unsettled condition of the country since then, and my absence 
in Europe the last year, has prevented our embarking in the en- 


*This operation was reprinted in full in the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, Jan. 19, 1860. 
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terprise. As the country is safe, and the profession are again 
heartily engaged in the active duties of civil life, I propose, should 
I receive the necessary encouragement from my professional breth- 
ern of my own and adjoining States, to continue what I have 
now commenced—the publication of the fifth volume of the Iowa | 
Medical Journal. For the present it will be bi-monthly of thirty- 
two pages—not so large as formerly, but costing the publisher 
more. Its size will be increased as rapidly as the proceeds will 
justify; and we hope, with the aid of our professional friends, to 
make the Iowa Medical Journal a welcome visitor to every lover 
of medical science in the West. Send us your $2.00 at once. This 
encourages the printer, and is pocket argument.’’ 

‘“Next in importance is your contributions, which will always 
be acceptable, if short and to the point, and more particularly if 
they contain facts and common sense.”’ 

The effect of the Civil War is seen in the suspension of this 
journal and it took a persistant and brave man to resurrect the 
Journal during those hectic times. 

Number 2 of Volume 5 appeared for January and April 1868; 
number 4 of volume 5 was issued for January and February 1869 
at which time Editor Hughes writes rather despondently that the 
medical profession of the State was not ready for a local medical 
journal. 

The faet that the Medical Department of the State University 
had been established at Iowa City was a source of gloom to the 
Struggling journal and meant that the publication was on its 
own from then on. The editor further states that ‘‘We regret the 
irregularity that has thus far characterized the issue of the fifth 
volume of the Journal. But while we say that sickness of the 
editor and want of proper support from the profession, has caused 
it, we may say but the truth. We again appeal to our friends to 
give us the proper encouragement, and we will try again. But 
if the profession expect us to edit it, pay for it, and take the 
curses which attach to the position they will find another editor 
suddenly withdrawn from the assumed honors fully convinced 
that glory of this kind does not pay.’’ 

To quote from Dr. Fairchild—‘‘It must be remembered that 
when Dr. J. C. Hughes wrote these discouraging editorials, Iowa 
was thinly settled, transportation slow and uncertain, and not 
far from one-half of the medical profession had ever had the 
advantages of a two term course of sixteen weeks medical college 
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training and only a common school education as a preparation; 
mental culture was not then a weakness among doctors as now, 
although we have seen a six months supply of State and National 
Journals without the wrappers disturbed unless by cobwebs.’’ 

Evidently Editor Hughes became convinced that “Towa was 
not yet ready for a medical journal’’ for the Iowa Medical Journal 
ceased publication. Whether or not Volume 5 was ever finished 
we do not know as there are no known copies of the 1869 issues.* 

After the discontinuance of the Iowa Medical Journal in 1869 
under the editorship of Dr. J. C. Hughes of Keokuk, the next 
medical publication to appear was that our. 


Iowa CATLIN 


The first number of this publication appeared in April 1878 under 
the editorship of Edward Lawrence, M.D., of Osceola, Iowa. Num- 
bers one and two of Volume 1 are the only copies available—these 
having been preserved in the Army Medical Library at Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

A perusal of the editorials contained in these two issues leave 
no doubt in the mind as to the mission the Catlin was committed 
to and while the published papers and articles were well written 
and interesting yet one gets the thought that the main motive was 
the forwarding of the movement to get laws enacted to govern 
the practice of medicine in Iowa. The first copy of the Catlin 
contained a proposed bill to regulate the practice of medicine in 
Iowa.. This was House File No. 47 and was introduced by the 
Hon. Bruce Seaman of Scot County and Editor Lawrence re- 
marks— 

‘‘The profession, and the people should lend every aid needed 
to Mr. Seaman in his efforts to raise the standard of qualification 
of the medical profession, in consequence of which the people 
will be specially benefitted in preservation of health, and pro- 
longation of life.’’ | 

To better understand the mission of the Catlin we quote at 
length and in part from the editorial page of the first issue dated _ 
April 1878 — 

““ * * The gross ignorance of many persons, who without nec- 


“The only copies of the five volumes of the Towa Medical Journal pub- 
lished from 1853 to 1869, extent, are in the Surgeon’s General Library, 
Washington, D. C. 
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essary study or preparation, and whose only qualifications are to 
assume to be doctors, and pretend to practice Medicine: Their 
ignorance is so apparent to the average intellect, that this pro- 
fession once called a science, for the want of protective legislation, 
has degenerated into a curse, whose poisonous shafts pierce the 
former objects of its mercies; in consequence of which, the many 
worthy members of the profession, living within the state are 
jealous of their science, and solicitous for its advancement, and 
for the welfare of the people. They who have spent their entire 
lives in study and toil for advancement in science, and relief from 
suffering, enter with sickening disgust upon the task of strangling 
professional ignorance of every theory or phase, by urging the 
present Legislature, to enact laws preservative of the lives of 
the people by prescribing the qualifications of physicians. 

The evil complained of has greatly increased since a number 
of our neighboring states have enacted laws preservative of the 
lives of the people; and also, creating ‘‘State Boards of Health’’ 
before whom parties desiring to practice Medicine and Surgery 
should appear for examination, and obtain a certificate of quali- 
fication, and thus, by a higher standard of professional attain- 
ments enforced by legal enactments, have foreed irresponsible 
jgnoranee of all pretended theories, to migrate to those states 
having no protective legislation. * *.’’ 

The second issue of the Catlin, dated May 1878 says in part 
‘“‘The Catlin again emerges from humble obscurity, to prune the 
‘‘nrofessional vineyard.’’ Its suecess in shielding the ‘‘tender 
branches’’ of society from the blight of empiricism will depend 
upon the measure of aid rendered by those members of the pro- 
fession who are able to contribute (that) necessary material to 
make Catlin a destroying messenger to ‘‘professional ignorance, ”’ 
and also to make it an efficient medium through which, and by 
which, the State may be honored as well as all worthy co-laborers 
for advancement. ******* The bright expectations of the future 
of the profession, as well as for this feeble effort to aim for a 
‘higher standard’’ so much needed, will only be disappointed or 
frustrated by a want of appreciation on the part of the profession, 
to fight the battles of which, the Catlin was conceived, and brought 
into existance. * * ”’ 

It is apparent that already the need of subscribers or at least 
the financial help of the profession was beginning to show. 

Later in 1878 the place of publication was changed to Daven- 
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port but no further copies of the Catlin appear. It is interesting 
to note the following letter which has been attached to the copy 
of the May 1878 issue by the Surgeon General’s Office. Evidently 
it is in answer to a letter from that office to Dr. Lawrence asking 
about missing copies of the Catlin. This letter is dated Davenport 
lowa November 19, 1878 and is addressed to J. S. Billings, Surgeon, 
US A, Librarian, Surgeon Generals Office, Washington DC. 


Dear Sir: 

In reply to yours of the 22th inst—state that in removing the 
office of the Iowa Catlin to this place, I sustained such personal 
injuries, that it was necessary to suspend the publication of the 
same. 

The next Number (3 vol. 1) will issue soon, when your office 
will be promptly, and regularly supplied. ; 

Very respectfully yours 
E. Lawrence 
Evidently no further issues of the Catlin were published. 

In 1884 the Iowa Medical Journal re-appeared with Dr. J. C. 
Hill and Dr. H. O. Conawat as editors. Where this was published 
—how long it was issued we do not know and we have been un- 
able to find any copies of the Journal of that era. 


Iowa STATE MEDICAL REPORTER 


Dr. I’. EK. Cruttenden of Des Moines organized the Iowa Strate 
MepicaL Reporter in 1883. The first issue was published in July 
of that year with Dr. Cruttenden appearing as both editor and 
publisher. In the July 1883 or first issue the following editorial 
appeared : 

“With this number our medical staff feel that they are stepping 
forward with open hands, to every regular practitioner in the 
State of Iowa, inviting cordial cooperation and asking for a per- 
sonal interest in the object, in the welfare, and in the columns 
of the Iowa State Medical Reporter. Has the time come that we 
need it? Will it receive nourishment and live? These questions 
touching on the vitality of all new projects, have cast their 
shadows upon us. We hope that experience will confirm our belief 
that the latter of these questions will be answered in the affirm- 
ative. Not because the practitioner of Iowa is not as liberally 
supplied, as his brethern in other states, with medical literature, 
or needs more than-they, but because we have over two thousand 
physicians in Iowa, comparing well with the average of physicians 
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in other states, whose organization comprises only a minority, 
united in county and district societies, that sustain the State 
Medical Society in the capacity of delegates and permanent mem- 
bers. The proceedings of these societies, with few exceptions, are 
uninteresting, unprofitable and far below the ability of its in- 
dividual members. From this incomplete organization, with want 
of public enterprise and interest, comes a natural train of con- 
ditions, that have justly given rise to the odium upon the medical 
profession of this state and very unjustly to its individual mem- 
bers; an almost total lack of social communication, which causes 
a brotherly fellowship, which searches out, combines and furthers 
mutual interests of a medica-legal, professional or financial char- 
acter, which gathers, selects and distributes to the public, the 
best measures for local hygiene and for the care of the state poor 
or unfortunate insane, and which stimulates the student to push 
his observations, investigations or experiments, with that energy 
which will keep him on the tidal wave of science.’’ 

In the August 1885 issue of the Reporter editor Cruttenden 
thanks the profession for the reception given his journal then 
drops back to the mundane matter of financial assistance in the 
way of ‘‘prompt and liberal subseriptions.’’ He makes it plain 
that the Reporter has no connection with any medical school or 
pharmaceutical house but it attempting to furnish a mode of in- 
tercommunication between the physicians of Iowa and adjacent 
states which would be free from domination of any party or com- 
mercial enterprise. 

The numbers of the Reporter are well filled with excellent 
original articles and the reporting of medical society proceedings 
are complete and interesting. By April 1 1886 the Reporter had 
been enlarged and changed somewhat in appearance. No 1 Vol 4 
was issued in September 1886 and Editor Cruttenden Says in his 
editorial page— 

“With this number begins volume 4 of the Reporter. The las: 
volume was more prosperous than the one preceeding it. The 
prospects of the current volume are better than those of the last. 
Relying on the friendship of the profession of the state and upon 
the hope of increased patronage to its subseription list, another 
increase in the size has been made. The increase consists of an 
additional four pages, making a total increase of twenty-five 
percent. Our success with the last volume has been due to the 
generosity of the contributors, and of the auxiliary societies of 
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the state. This past kindness is appreciated. The place of pub- 
lication has been changed, together with the dress, hoping thereby 
to be out by the twenty-fifth of each month, and not from three 
to seven days thereafter.’’ 

From its first issue in July 1883 the Reporter was a militant 
publication, fighting through its columns for medical legislation, 
standardization of the State’s medical institutions, berating the 
State Board of Medical Examiners and otherwise keeping things 
medical in a condition far from quiescent. : 

After four years the Reporter was discontinued and another 
medical journal was added to the list of private medical publi- 
cations unable to withstand the rigors of those early days. 


THE Vis MepIcatTRrx 
The Journai of the Iowa State Medical Society 2 


At the April 15, 1891 meeting of the Iowa State Medical So- 
clety held in Waterloo, Iowa the President, Dr. W. D. Middleton 
of Davenport, in his address to the Society recommended estah- 
lishment of a medical journal ay an integral part of the County 
and State organizations. He suggested that it be financed through 
payment of County and State dues. He says—‘It has always 
seemed to me that Iowa ought to furnish sufficient pabulum for a 
good, live journal, in which we might all feel an interest beyond 
that accorded foreign matters of the same, even gossip might find 
their natural place.’’ He further suggests that “‘it is reasonable 
to reopen the subject and give an attentive ear at least to the 
claims of an ‘‘infant industry’’ whose interests might profitably 
be protected and which would be a bond of union among us.’’ 

On the second day of the meeting the following communication 
trom Dr. Woods Hutchinson of Des Moines was presented to the 
Society. 


I wish to submit the following proposition to your honorable 
body : 


‘For five hundred dollars ($500) I will establish a medical 
journal for the publication of your Transactions and to serve as 
a medium for intereommunication for the profession of the State 
and will furnish every member with a copy for one year. Said 
journal to appear in Des Moines June 1, 1891, and every two 
months thereafter, and to consist of at least forty pages of read- 
ing matter, or as many as may be needed to allow Transactions 
to occupy one-half, the remainder being original matter, State 
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news ete. An additional feature of the journal will be a series 
of short articles upon bacteria and the Diseases of plants, by 
Prof. Pammel, of the State Agricultural College, and one upon 
the Analogus or Communicable Diseases of Animals, by S. Stewart 
M.D., D.V.M. of Council Bluffs. 


Respectfully, Woods Hutchinson’’ 


This matter was referred to a special committee consisting of 
Drs. Lewis Schooler, R. E. Conniff and J. R. Gutherie who re- 
ported favorably on the proposition. Dr. Hutchinson’s offer to 
publish a journal was adopted by the Society and thus another 
Medical Journal was born and on the following June first it ap- 
peared under the name of The Vis Medicatrix—The Journal of 
the Iowa State Medical Society. 

Volume 1 consisted of six numbers—the last of which was 
published in April 1892. The entire volume was replete with 
original articles, State news and high grade editorials. Two out- 
standing innovations featured the new publication. One was a 
department dealing with bacteria and Diseases of Plants by Prot. 
Pammel of the State Agricultural College and one by S Stewart, 
M.D., D.V.M. of Council Bluffs on Analagous or Communicable 
Diseases of animals. 

It is interesting to note that the new journal seemed to feature 
toleration as there is a notable absence in the editorials of that 
weakness of earlier publications wherein the petty bickering and 
jealousies of the profession were aired at every possible oppor- 
tunity. This is brought out in an editorial in the April 1892 issue 
as follows: 

‘Tt is hardly good taste to be always attacking and denouncing, 
however justly, those who, at least in publie eye, are our rivals. 
We are in the habit of practising considerable amount of reserve 
in regard to the faults or mistakes of the weaker brethern within 
our ranks, and it would not be a bad idea to extend a little of it 
to those of our irregular opponents. Of course we cannot help 
being aware of our superiority to them, both scientifically and 
morally, but we shail convince the community of the fact much 
sooner by proving it in our lives and actions, than by proclaiming 
it on every occasion. We need have no fear of our silence being 
construed as a sign of weakness. On the contrary, most people 
instinctively distrust the man who makes a practice of belittling 
or decrying others. It is one of the most encouraging signs of the 
times, that the profession, the land over, is considering or adopt- 
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ing this attitude of dignified silence and well-bred retinence, is 
already loosing its classic reputation for ‘‘quarrelsomeness’’ and 
is becoming mESDeate and appreciated by the community as never 
before.’’ 

Vis Medicatrix suspended publication after the April 1392 Issue 
but another advance had been made in the type of Journal that 
was so much needed by the profession; it is possible that the re- 
moval of the Editor Dr. Woods Hutchinson to Iowa City to assume 
the professorship of Anatomy at the University in September 1891 
made it difficult to continue the publication, 


THe TRI-STATE MEDICAL JOURNAL 


This journal was the official organ of the Western Association 
of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Iowa Public Health Associ- 
ation and Tri-State Medical Society of Iowa, Illinois and Missouri 
and was published at Keokuk with Dr. James W. Ball as editor. 
Dr. Ball was professor of Ophthalmology, Otology and Rhino- 
Laryngology at the Keokuk Medical College and in No. 1, Vol. 2 
he writes editorially under date of January 1895—‘‘One year 
ago, contrary to the advice of medical friends, the Tri-State Medi- 
cal Journal was established by its present editor. Many attempts 
in the line of medical journalism had been made in Iowa. Surely 
it was not an inviting field to view; never the less it was thought 
that the intelligent physicians of the great State of Iowa would 
appreciate a live, readable and well printed medical magazine. 
Whether the Tri-State has-come up to such a standard the writer 
will ask others to declare. During the short period of its existence 
this journal has found friends and enemies — friends in many 
states, among those who believe in scientific medicine, in higher 
medical education, and in a better and nobler profession; enemies 
among some few who are financially interested in some of the 
disreputable, low grade medical schools with which this country 
is So abundantly provided. As in the past, such parties have been 
handled without gloves, so in the future the writer will ever be 
on the alert to expose hypocracy, while championing the cause 
of higher education.’’ 

The Tri-State was replete with excellent original papers, case 
reports and reports on the State Medical Society actions. 

Notwithstanding the excellence of the Tri-State Medical Journal 
and its wide coverage of things medical: in the State it soon went 
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the way of all privately edited medical Journals and ceased pub- 
lication in 1896. 

After a lapse of several years, the Iowa MEpicaL JOURNAL again 
appeared in April 1895 with Dr. J. W. Kime of Fort Dodge as 
editor. The editor states in his first issue ‘‘The plan of this journal 
is somewhat unique in medical journalism. It will be edited in 
a number of independent departments, each having its own editor 
and collaborators and will be expressly for the physicians of this 
State tho collaboration will be made from every available source. 
The journal will be edited in ten departments, practically cover- 
ing the field of medicine and surgery.’’ 

Again quoting Dr. Fairchild—‘The Iowa Medical Journal as 
first edited and published by Dr. J. W. Kime of Fort Dodge was 
the first to take the form and character of a real medical journal. 
Reference to the first volume of this journal will reveal evidence 
of careful editing, admirable form and execution, but it proved 
then, and has since proved that local private medical journalistic 
undertakings involves a vast amount of work with small returns, 
if not actual loss. It is doubtful if the profession realize how 
much work is involved in publishing a medical journal. The 
difficulty is not so great when the circulation is guaranteed as in 
the case of the State Society journals. Even with the state journal, 
the rapidly increasing medical activities, the more complex eco- 
nomic relations of the profession and the complicated interests 
often places the editor in an unenviable position.’’ 

Dr, Kime edited the Journal until 1900 when he sold the pub- 
heation to Dr. E. E. Dorr of Des Moines. Regarding this trans- 
action the Austin Flint Medical Journal of July 1900 says—‘‘Dr. 
Kime of Fort Dodge has sold his Journal. Dr. E.E. Dorr of Des 
Moines will be the editor. The name will remain the same. The 
manager is Guy Ragsdale of the Iowa Printing Company of Des 
Moines. He owns three quarters interest and Dr. Dorr one quarter 
interest. Dr. Kime says he is arranging to devote all his spare 
time to the subject of tuberculosis. He has, through his Journal, 
done probably more than any other man in Iowa to secure just 
medical laws for the State and has constantly exposed charlatans 
and imposters in the profession. It is to be hoped that Dr. Kime 
will be a frequent contributor to the Iowa journals and that his 
new treatment of tuberculosis will be as much of a success as his 
medical journal.’’ 

The new editor, Dr. E. E. Dorr, makes the following announce- 
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ment in the July 1900 issue of Tur Iowa Mepica, JouRNAL— 

‘The Iowa Medical Journal has changed hands. The new man- 
agement has an ambition to make this publication a credit to the 
profession and useful to every patron. It hopes to make it the 
duty and pleasure of every physician in the State to patronize it 
and take pride in its success. It will study the interests of legit- 
imate practice and defend the right of the craft. It will strive 
to be useful in all ways to those who maintain it, keeping in mind 
always the public good as well as the interests of its class. It 
believes in the highest professional attainments and in the lost 
loyal citizenship, in professional duty and in patriotic effort, To 
these ends we will be glad to hear from those we aspire to repre- 
sent.’’ 

Dr. Dorr continues—‘‘The Iowa Medical Journal is established. 
It has stood the test of six years, and is representative of Iowa 
progress. We propose to make it an Iowa journal for Iowa 
physicians, practical in every branch. The general practitioner 
whom we hope to make our friends are all busy men but find time 
to read the medical journal between calls, so we take it that short, 
practical articles will be appreciated. This journal is non-partisan 
and non-scholastic, standing simply and alone for the broad in- 
terests of our profession.’’ 

The Iowa Medical Journal under Dr. Dorr’s editorship remained 
an entirely independent organ until 1906 when the Iowa State 
Medical Society contracted with Dr. Dorr to publish its trans- 
actions for a period of five years—the Society assuming nominal 
control through a committee on publication. 

At the close of the five year period the House of Delegates of 
the Iowa State Medical Society organized a journal of its own 
In accordance with a plan generally adopted by State Medical 
Societies. The new journal was published under the name 
‘Journal of the Iowa State Medical Society with Dr. D. S. Fair- 
child as editor.’’ 

The Iowa Medical Journal continued as a private medical 
journal until June 1914 when it was purchased by the Iowa State 
Medical Society and merged with the Journal of the Iowa State 
Medical Society. 


JOURNAL..OF THE Iowa Strate MEDICAL SOCIETY 


At a regular meeting of the House of Delegates of the Iowa 
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State Medical Society held in Des Moines on May 18, 1911 the 
report of a previously appointed Committee on Publication was 
adopted in its entirety. The essential points of this report were—. 

‘‘That the House of Delegates establish an official Journal of 
the Iowa State Medical Society and that the same be called the 
Journal of the Iowa State Medical Society. 

That the Journal be published monthly and mailed not later 
than the 15th of the month, and that it contain papers and pro- 
ceedings of the annual meeting and such other matter as is of 
interest to the members. That an editor be elected by the House 
of Delegates, his salary to be fixed by the Trustees, to be paid - 
quarterly, and to include all office assistance and rent. 

That the Committee on Publication together with the editor 
shall have editorial control of the Journal, shall provide for and | 
superintend the publication and distribution of all proceedings, 
transactions and memoirs of the Society.’’ 

Another medical journal was thus created with everything bright 
for the future. Dr. D. S. Fairchild of Clinton was selected as 
editor and Dr. C. A. Boice of Washington as associate editor and 
in his first editorial Dr. Fairchild says— 

‘At the May session of the Iowa State Medical Society, the 
policy of owning its own journal was adopted. This policy is not 
new except in our own Society. Most of the older and larger 
societies have for several years owned and managed their own 
organ, apparently to the satisfaction of the members. It can 
hardly be presumed however that these journals have escaped 
unfriendly criticism altogether. No doubt members have sometimes 
felt that the editor should have brought the journal to a higher 
standard of literary merit, that the original matter should have 
been of a better quality, ete ete. All this may be true and the 
criticisms may have been just, but it must be kept in mind that 
the work in the state societies is eminently practical; that these 
bodies are organized for the purpose of cultivating knowledge of 
the best practical and scientific work, while original research 
and theoretical speculation will find its way to the profession 
through the scientific periodicals devoted to special things. It is 
a little early to say just what course we shall pursue but the 
suggestion comes to us that we should cultivate a close relation- 
ship with the county societies, and publish a directory of the 
component societies, giving the names of the presidents and sec- 
retaries and their addresses and time and place of meetings. We 
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shall make personal efforts to interest the members of the pro- 
fession who have not yet discovered the advantages of society 
affiliation. We have for many years entertained the belief that 
the county societies should be the training school for the young 
men who have an ambition to be heard from. It must be apparent 
to most reflecting minds that the young man who is not heard 
from in his local society will not be listened to very patiently by 
the larger audience of state or national associations, even if he 
has something of value to say. The Journal will solicit produc- 
tions of merit which the local societies will recommend for pub- 
heation. We are not at present much impressed with the value 
of extensive abstracts from current medical literature but will 
in an editorial way draw attention to special matters of interest 
by more or less extensive references. We shall make an effort 
to lay before our readers, matters of professional interest occur- 
ing beyond the border of our State. It will also be our purpose 
to keep informed in relation to questions of medical policy within 
our State and give them liberal editorial attention. 

To accomplish what we have outlined, we shall make use of the 
gentlemen whom the Society has at one time or another honored 
by electing them to some position -or responsibility and we shall 
be constantly en the lookout for young men who ought to be better 
known and who only lack the opportunity.’’ 

It will be remembered that the old Iowa Medical Journal owned 
by Dr. E. E. Dorr of Des Moines had been publishing the pro- 
ceedings of the Iowa State Medical Society for the five years pre- 
ceding the issuance of the first Society Journal. With the forma- 
tion of this new Journal there were two live medical publications 
in the more or less restricted field. In Number 5 of volume 1, 
dated November 15, 1911 the following quotation from the Journal 
explains the situation at that time. ‘‘We have been informed by 
letter and otherwise that some members of the State Society do 
not understand the relation of the Journal of the State Society 
to the Iowa Medical Journal which is the private property of 
Dr. Dorr. It will be remembered that at the last session of the 
State Society, it was decided to establish a medical journal to be 
owned by the State Society. Dr. Dorr has been printing the papers 
and transactions under contract for the past five years.’’ 

“When the official journal was established, there was a proposi- 
tion to take over the advertising and thereby leave but one journal 
in the field, any member will find a report of the Committee ap- 
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pointed a previous year to consider the question of establishing 
a state journal. On page 47 will be found that the House of Dele- 
gates instructed the Board of Trustees to purchase of Dr. Dorr, 
all his rights in advertising material by paying for same at 100 
cents on the dollar for one year for all material the Board of 
Trustees desired to carry. It was understood at the time that 
this arrangement was satisfactory to Dr. Dorr. Just prior to the 
meeting of the Board of Trustees for the purpose of carrying 
out the instructions of the House of Delegates, Dr. Dorr notified 
the members of the Board that the provisions passed by the House 
of Delegates were not satisfactory to him and that he would nor 
be able to accept the proposition which the House of Delegates 
had made him unless he could control the advertising policy of 
the Journal for one year and receive all books for review, which 
were to become his private property. The Board of Trustees did 
not feel that they were authorized to accept Dr. Dorr’s proposi- 
tion and therefore concluded to publish the journal independently 
and without advertising matter. It was well known by the Board 
of Trustees that there were serious questions as to whether the 
Society’s journal could carry advertising under the ruling of the 
post office department as second class matter. 

I beg to assure the members of the profession of the State of 
lowa that there was no effort to deprive Dr. Dorr of any rights 
he might possess as editor of the Iowa Medical Journal and as 
owner of the advertising list. The State Society merely decided 
to establish a journal of its own and felt quite willing to deal 
generously with Dr. Dorr and I am very sure Dr. Dorr himself 
is satisfied. The Board of Trustees at its meeting in Des Moines 
to carry out the instructions of the House of Delegates met with 
Dr. Dorr in the most friendly manner and greetings of a most 
cordial nature were exchanged. We should not be called upon 
to write this if it were not for the apparent misunderstanding as to 
the relations of the two state journals to the State Society and 
their relation to each other.’’ 

Dr. L. W. Littig of Davenport adequately portrays the condition 
of affairs in his ‘‘ Address of the President’’ at the 61st session 
of the State Society at Burlington on May 8, 1912 when he says—- 

“The House of Delegates, at the 1911 session in Des Moines, 
passed a resolution authorizing the Board of Trustees of the Iowa 
State Medical Society to take over the advertising of the Iowa 
Medical Journal, but at no time had the Iowa Medical Journal 
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indicated a willingness to accept the offer made by the Society, 
and later decided not to do so. Hence the Board of Trustees 
established the Journal of the Iowa State Medical Society, an 
act entirely acceptable to all parties concerned. Owing to a ruling 
of the Post Office Department, this new Journal was not per- 
mitted to carry advertising without paying a rate of postage so 
high as to leave little profit on the advertising carried, and the 
new Journal was started without advertising. Later the Post 
Office Department so modified its ruling as to permit advertisc- 
ments in the Journal, provided the subscription price of the 
dournal is not included in the annual dues, but is kept separate 
and optional. Arrangements to carry advertising are now prac- 
tically complete, and advertisments will soon appear, which will 
very materially lessen the cost of the Journal. 

I feel that the Journal of the Iowa State Medical Society has 
been a great success. The editorials have been forceful and to the 
point, and have correctly and lucidly represented professional 
sentiment on the living, and I might say, burning questions of the 
day. The scientific matter has been good, as was to be expected 
from the list of contributors. Excellent as has been the record of 
the Journal during its first year, I am sure that it will continue to 
improve with each succeeding issue, and that it will atain a high 
rank among the State Journals of the country.’’ 3 

Confirming Dr. Littig’s optomistic view of the first year of the 
Journal in 1912 we look back from a point thirty-five years or 
more and must admit that the first volume of the Journal of the 
Towa State Medical Society was a masterpiece of medical journal- 
ism. The scientific papers were of the highest quality and doubt- 
less reflected the highest in medical and surgical knowledge of 
the times altho we must confess that viewed from the present 
there was a great deal to be learned in the future. The editorials 
were strong and without doubt formed a great deal of the future 
policy of the medical profession in Iowa. Now and then gems 
of wisdom were found such as a paper by Dr. C. A. Boice on 
‘““Ethies of Practice’? which appeared on page 117 of Number 8, 
volume 1 under date of September 15, 1911. This paper is too 
long to be included in this abstract but it would pay any medical 
man of this day to read it. 

An intensive effort was made during the year to whip the loca! 
medical societies into line. When the Journal first appeared on 
July 15, 1911 there were approximately 3500 physicians in thc 
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State who were eligible to membership in the county and state 
societies while the new mailing list of the Journal consisted of 
two thousand names. This left a comfortable balance of 1500 
potential members and Editor Fairchild lost no time in going 
after this much desired addition to his circulation. Throughout 
the year the county society secretaries were exhorted to get in 
all possible eligible physicians and above all, to get their reports 
in on time. 

As evidence of the growing pains of the new Journal Editor 
Fairchild reported as follows at the sixty-first Annual meeting 
of the Iowa State Medical Society held at Burlington on May 8, 
§ and 10, 1912— 

‘The first number of the Journal was issued July 15 1911 and 
contained 48 pages. It was soon found that this was insufficient 
and that if all the papers read before the State Society, and those 
that were officially reported from local societies were accepted, 
more space must be provided. There was enough material in the 
hands of the editor before the close of 1911, that is six months 
before the completion of the first volume, to fill all numbers for 
the first year on the plan of 64 pages to the number. The society 
journal was consequently increased from 48 pages to 56 pages 
and then 64 pages during the year. It was found that we had 
not enough space for volunteer papers and were obliged to dis- 
continue solicitation of papers from local societies.’’ 

He continues the report ‘‘Regarding the size of the Journal, 
64 pages will be necessary to include in each number five or six 
state papers and two or three county or district society or solicited 
papers. This will include 4S to 52 pages; editorial, reviews of 
current literature and book reviews, ete. eight to ten pages; county 
society matters two to four pages. *** Beginning with the second 
volume, advertising will be accepted under censorship of the 
Bureau of Pharmacy and Chemistry of the A. M. A.’’ 

Under a former ruling of the Post Office Department the Journal 
had been unable to carry that sustaining life blood of journalism 
—advertising—without making the postal rates prohibitive. This 
was solved by complying with certain requirements of the Postal 
Department and Dr. Fairchild says in the November 15, 1912 
issue of the Journal— 

“The Journal has recently entered the advertising field. The 
. postal restrictions have been complied with, and we hope before 
iong to have a revenue from this department which will somewhat 
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reduce the cost of the Journal to the Society and still permit the 
publication of a bigger and better Journal.’’ Echoing the senti- 
ments of the membership as a whole Dr. Vernor L. Treynor of 
Council Bluffs said before the annual meeting of the Society in 
May 1913—‘‘We are justly proud of our Journal. The articles 
published by it represent the advanced thought of the medical 
profession of Iowa. Its editorials are timely and dignified and 
meet the approval of the profession. Its scope will be broadened 
as rapidly as our resources will permit. The policy of the man- 
agement in refusing all questionable advertising cannot be com- 
mended too highly.’’ 

In the May 1914 issue Editor Fairchild says—‘‘The value of 
a State Society ownership of its journal is apparent in that the 
Society has full control over character of advertising, and over 
ethical questions. *** The work of editing a State Journal is cor- 
respondinely increased, requiring closer watchfulness of events 
that are taking place, and further knowledge of the conditions 
which are arising and a fair presentation of these subjects to 
the profession.’’ 

Later in the same issue he brings out again the ‘‘burning issues”’ 
when he states—‘The Iowa State Journal is published more eco- 
nomically than any other of the state journals of its size, and 
yet, on account of want of advertising patronage we are obliged 
to draw more heavily than we should like to, upon the Society 
funds, and if the profession over the state would take a deeper 
interest in the professional matters outside of merely bread and 
butter getting, the Journal might be very nearly self-sustaining 
from its advertising patronage alone.’’ 

In support of Editor Fairchild’s statement the Treasurer’s re. 
port on the financial status of the Journal as given to the House 
of Delegates at that meeting shows that there was a deficit of 
$1152.28 for the year. Considerable of the financial troubles of 
the Journal was due to the split advertising between the two 
leading journals of the State. It will be remembered that Dr. 
K. E. Dorr was still publishing the Iowa Medical Journal and had 
refused to sell out to the Iowa State Medical Journal on terms 
acceptable to both parties. However a resolution was passed by 
the House of Delegates at the Sioux City meeting in 1913 ein- 
powered the Trustees to purchase the journal published by Dr. 
Dorr. This was done and in an editorial in the July issue—No. 
1 volume 4 the following changes were set forth—‘‘It has been 
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decided by the Board that a short volume consisting of six numbers 
shall complete volume four of the Journal of the Iowa State 
Medical Society, and volume five shall commence with the January 
1915 number. The size of the page will be changed to 8 x 11, con- 
forming to nearly all the larger state journals. The calendar year 
being made the fiscal year for the business of the Iowa State 
Medical Society, and as the membership begins with January, we 
thought best that the volumes of the Journal should in the future 
begin with the January number. This will be more convenient 
for all conecerned.”’ 

Thus the merger of the Iowa Medical Journal and the Journal 
of the Iowa State Medical Society was completed and the latter 
started on a new era. With a clear field and plentiful advertising 
insured as well as a growing circulation which in time would 
coincide with the membership of the State Society things looked 
bright for the future. 

The year 1914 was featured editorially by explanations of the 
Workingmen’s Compensation Law and the interests of the medical 
profession were closely guarded by the editor. 

Beginning with number 1 cf volume five the Journal took on a 
new appearance and the status is best set forth in the following 
editorial of January 13, 1915— 

“Tt will be seen that commencing with the January number 
(No. 1, Vol. 5) there has been a change in the form of the Journal 
of the State Society. At a meeting in Chicago in February it 
was generally understood that journals of state societies would 
conform to one of two types as to size of page, one which would 
include the smaller journals of the size our journal has maintained 
from the beginning, and the large state journals would adopt a 
page 8 x 11 which would conform to the size of pages of the 
Journals of [lhnois, Wisconsin and Michigan State Societies. Our 
journal will maintain the uniform size of 64 pages, including 
advertising pages. The new volume will commence with January 
instead of July so it will give the member who joins at any time 
during the pear, the volume commencing with the year if he so 
desires. The journal will hereafter be published in Des Moines. 
The change in place of publication did not come from any dis- 
satisfaction with the work of the former publishers, but because 
there was a feeling on the part of the profession that Des Moines 
was the more logical place for publication, and because the Board 
of Trustees was assured of a much larger advertising patronage. 


MEDICAL JOURNALISM IN IOWA 343 


The cost of publication in Des Moines will be increased slightly, 
but it is reasonable to believe that the increase in advertising will 
counter-balance the increased cost of publication. ”’ 


An outstanding feature of 1915 will be remembered as a com- 
memoration of Dr. James Taggart Priestly’s fortieth vear in the 
practice of medicine. This was published in the October issue 
of that year. The cover of the Journal featured the heading 
Eis TSCHRIFT”’ surmounting the Priestly coat of arms fol- 
lowed by excellent engravings of Dr. Priestly ’s great grandfather 
Joseph Priestly, the discoverer of oxygen, and of Dr. James T. 
Priestly. Dr. Walter L. Bierring follows with an excellent his- 
torical sketch of not only Dr. James T. Priestly but of his illus- 
trious antecedents as well. 

Editor Fairchild editorializes as follows— 


“The Journal joins in felicitating Dr. James T. Priestly, who 
in this number receives the highest testimonials of respect, affec- 
tion and honor which the profession can give. The honor is the 
greater because it comes from the Spontaneous expression of good 
will from his own city, where Jealousies, if there are any and 
where ill feeling if it exists, most easily find expression. The man 
who ean live a generation or more in the sharpest competition 
and retain the affection of his associates, is indeed entitled to the 
expression of the highest regard as distinetly his own.’? 


It is interesting to note the occasional item reminding one of 
the war that was then going on in Kurope—reports from British 
journals on things at ‘‘the front’? and once in a while an item 
reminding us that Canada was also involved in what soon was 
to involve our nation and go profoundly influence the medical 
and surgical trends of the entire medical profession. 


Throughout the year more or less agitation is noted in regard 
to establishing a medical library in connection with the State 
Library at Des Moines. Not only was it deemed necessary that 
such an addition be made to the State Library but also that a 
medical librarian should he procured in order to materialize the 
value of such medical books as already were filed in the library. 
Legislation had been introduced in 1916 endeavoring to establish 
such a medical library but evidently had been sidetracked for 
the journal says ‘‘the profession of Iowa should consider the ques- 
tion carefully and make special efforts at the next session of our 
Legislature to get a well considered bill] passed.’’? Again in De- 
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cember 1916 the question of a Medical Library is ease cl up in 
the editorial column— 

‘The Legislature will convene in the early part of next year, 
and those who are interested in developing a State Medical Library, 
should at the earliest possible moment, take the matter up with 
their member. It is impossible to say how large a percentage of 
the medical profession desire a medical library, but it is fair to 
presume that there is a very considerable number that feel that 
lowa should have a medical department in the State Library at 
Des Moines.’’ 

Sentiment was erystalizing in favor of a medical department 
in the State Library and more and more the profession was de- 
manding the establishment of such a department as well as the 
procuring of a medical librarian. 

It is interesting to note also that the Journal closed the year 
with a profit. However, the January 1917 issue bemoans the fact 
that the ‘‘High Cost of Living’’ had at last reached the Journal 
in as much as the lowest bids on publication were $600 more than 
the previous vear, thus forewarning of what was to come. 

World War No. 1 was casting its shadow over the land and 
while the Workingman’s Compensation Law was a frequent source 
of editorial comment and the proposed Medical Department of 
the State Library was being pushed yet over everything else the 
need of medical men in the Army was being stressed. 

In the May 1917 issue the editor says—‘‘Questions in relation 
to the importance of high order medical and surgical service in 
the Army are no longer discussed. Every army and navy officer, 
every statesman and every civil official of respectability admits the 
fact. The only question is how much authority shall be given 
the medical officer.’’ 

In July he again says—‘‘The source of greatest anxiety on the 
part of the Government is the slowness of enlistment on the part 
of the Medical Profession. *** Today medical officers are a funda- 
mental necessity to the existence of an efficient army.’’ ‘‘No 
argument is needed to show the immense responsibility that rests 
upon the medical profession in this crisis. Never in the history 
of medicine has there been a time when the profession could show 
better, the altruistic nature of their calling and prove to the 
public the sincerity of their claim to high consideration in pubhe 
welfare activities.”’ 

In August 1917 pressure gets heavier— ‘The medical profession 
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in our country are confronted with apparently conflicting duties 
of a grave character. Shall we stay at home and mend our for- 
tunes or shall we enlist and in this way fulfill the highest and 
most patriotic duty of an American citizen. Some will elect to 
do one and some elect to do the other. *** Now the country is 
on its knees begging for medical service. Shall we treat the nation 
as the nation treated us with more or less contempt? We do nol 
think so; if we do, what a cost it will be to humanity. How shall 
we account for the multitude of dead men from our electing te 
stay at home and increase our fortunes. Our responsibility is 
greater than that of any other class. We know what the loss will 
be if we do not give our services.’’ 


Evidently Editor Fairchild had some qualms of conscience in 
regard to the above editorial for he followed in the same issue— 
‘“We have written in a spirit of irritation because the medical 
profession did not respond with more alacrity to the eall of the 
nation for service in this hour of need. We have felt that the 
medical profession had the knowledge and skill possessed by no 
other class and that thousands must suffer and die if we are not 
to come to their relief. But we cannot deny that the profession 
has been treated with the utmost contemptuous neglect in the 
past, that their efforts in the way of public health and welfare 
have been disregarded, and even now men of the highest character 
have waited week after week without even an acknowledgment 
of an enlistment or offer of services. Common courtesy has not 
been afforded. The effect of all this has been to lessen the enthn.- 
siasm of medical men the country most needs. We are not writing 
this in a spirit of criticism, but rather in the interest of the medical 
military service.’’ 


September 1917—‘‘How soon will the medical profession of the 
United States as a whole, wake up and realize that the doctors 
must come forward and volunteer their services to the Govern- 
ment ?’’ 


The War was at its height in May of 1918—the Government 
was calling for more medical men and Editor Fairchild was mak- 
ing ‘the best of his editorial column in an effort to further the 
participation of Iowa doctors in the conflict. He says ‘‘It may 
be true that our country has not adequately recognized the medical 
profession in the ways of honors and rewards, but it is no time 
to measure such things now; let us do that in the future when 


346 ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF IOWA MEDICINE 


we have proved our worth and shown the full measure of patriot- 
ism and spirit of helpfulness.’’ 

Things must have taken a brighter turn for in the same issue 
he writes—‘‘The response of the medical profession to the eall 
for enlistment in the reserve corps has been gratifying, more so 
than we at one time feared. For a time the outlook was not bright 
and there was a feeling in many directions that a selective draft 
of medical men would be necessary, but so far enlistments have 
been sufficient. Many more medical officers will be needed for the 
selected men who will probably be called in the near future. *** 
It is urged that doctors of the proper age and fitness apply for 
Medical Reserve Commissions and arrange their affairs for quick 
mobilization when necessary. It is not intended that they close 
their offices at once, but be ready when the call comes.”’ 

In spite of the increasing number of men going into the service, 
membership in the State Society was 2253, a large increase over 
1917 and as this meant a corresponding increase in circulation 
of the Journal the result was that the fiscal year closed with a 
balance. 

With the number 9 issue of volume 8 the Journal began carry- 
ing Dr. Fairchild’s ‘‘History of Medicine in Iowa.’’? This was 
a valuable contribution to medical history of the profession in 
the State and the series was later published in book form. | 

In the December 1918 issue an editorial by Dr. Fairchild en- 
titled—*‘ After the War’’ summed up the situation and brought 
out many problems that would have to be solved by the medical 
men and he ends up by sayine—‘‘We have seen much improve- 
ment in the status of the profession. We are looking for more 
improvement. We believe now is the time for agitation of a prop- 
aganda. We feel a pride in the medical profession and feel that 
the general public joins with us in the sentiment.’’ 

A firm believer in advertising, Editor Fairchild made use of 
a half page advertisement in January 1919 in order to stimulate 
the county societies into getting their dues and membership lists 
in to headquarters. Now that the war was over it became his 
primary duty to inerease advertising and circulation to the ut- 
most. He follows in the same issue with—‘‘The suecess of the 
Journal, financially, depends absolutely upon the degree of co- 
operation between reader and advertiser. Everyone realizes that 
well advertised goods are silent salesmen.’’? And further on in 
the same issue—‘‘One of the accepted duties resting on society 
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membership is to promote the welfare of those having a common 
interest *** or for social, religious or economic purposes. *** 
We are at the threshhold of a new world; we have many duties 
to perform and none are better equipped for the great things to 
come than the medical practitioners, none should have a wider 
vision of the civil, social and health problems; none see all sides 
of the lives, hopes and aspirations of the common people who are 
the backbone of our country, as we see them. So let us strengthen 
all our resources and be prepared for the fullest cooperation in 
the days to come.”’ 

There follows a plea to the county societies for better coopera- 
tion in reporting meetings and proceedings—‘‘Primarily the sec- 
retaries are at fault in not writing up the meeting and sending 
a copy to the editor (who now has this work in hand) even it 
the secretary has no typewriter we have a secretary in our office 
who can make out almost any kind of writing. We want to hear 
from you, we want to know what you are doing. The fault lies 
secondarily with the society; do not elect a secretary who is sc 
awfully busy he has no time to write up the meeting; elect a 
secretary who has less than 100 patients every day, a man who 
is interested in medical affairs. Elect an awfully busy man, presi- 
dent. We are particularly anxious to get the papers read before 
the local societies. The best papers should emanate from this 
source. If you make your local society a real unit you will in- 
crease ‘your membership and thereby enable us to print more 
pages. We should like to print 100 pages each month, but when 
we present the bills for a larger Journal, the Board of Trustees 
warns US we are exceeding our income and must be careful about 
expenses. ’’ 

In the May 1919 issue, after a somewhat elaborate editorial 
on the value of advertising in medical journals and the careful 
attention paid to the type of advertising the editor sums thines 
up when he says—‘‘We are not short of funds, our treasury is 
well filled, we are only wondering if we could not do more, if we 
cannot increase the influence and importance of the medical pro- 
fession, if we cannot bring the public to a fuller understanding 
of what the medical profession ean do for it.’’ 

In July announcement of the passage of Senate File No. 291 
by the Legislature culminated a four year fight for a medical 
department in thé State Historical Library. The Journal had 
fostered this move but twice the bill had been shelved. Another 
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advance had been made for the good of the profession but ahead 
of it loomed Medical Defense, further legislation toward Public 
Health, modifications in the Workman’s Compensation Law and 
many other matters which were to form the basis of much more 
material for the editorial pages of the Journal. The year 1919 
showed the Journal still on the right side of the ledger. The 
Trustees report at the July 1919 meeting commenting on the re- 
port of the Secretary says—‘The report shows our Society’s 
finances to be in good condition. Our Journal’s scientific, edi- 
torial and local pages are filled with interesting reading matter 
by our efficient editor, the business and advertising management 
speaks for itself in the annual report.’’ 

The Journal appeared in January 1920 showing an increase in 
the subseription rate to $2.50 in spite of its excellent financial 
record of the past and the report to the Society at the 69th meet- 
ing showed the Journal to have had an average surplus of over 
&200 a year for the past five years—truly the Journal was well 
founded and the future looked bright. 

By April 1921 the price of the Journal was increased to $2.75 
in spite of the following which appears in the editorial columns 
of the April issue— 

‘““The present issue of the Journal contains a larger amount of 
advertising matter, both local and general, than any other issue 
since the Society assumed ownership of the official organ in 1911. 
For a long time the poliey of the Journal has been to accept no 
advertising copy that could not stand the acid test formulated 
by the Advertising Department of the Journal of the American 
Medical Association; hence, it is with natural pride that the ad- 
vertising pages of the April issue are given to your personal cor:- 
sideration as an example of what advertisers will do when oppor: 
tunity is given them to display honest goods through the pages 
of an honest medium.’’ 

In spite of the rise in price of the Journal the report of the 
editor to the House of Delegates at the annual meeting of the 
Society in May 1921, shows a deficit in operating expense. In 
explanation of this situation the report says in part—‘‘during 
the war, and now, the printing of our Journal and other printed 
matter necessary for the offices of our Society cost about double 
prewar prices.’’ 

Since its first issue the Journal had maintained a very high 
standard not only in its type of advertising, its editorials, its 
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reporting of State and local society proceedings, personal news 
and book reviews and the printing of various papers by the edi- 
tor on medical history in the State—this last is of great value 
to the profession and while interesting it is not appreciated until 
one delves into the early years of our profession. It is then that 
one does appreciate what Dr. Fairchild realized when started 
this series of papers, as he was able in those early days to obtain 
data which by this time would have been lost. Editor Fairchild 
says in regard to this work— 


“In 1876 we were placed on a committee to prepare a history 
of medicine in Iowa for the centennial. In accordance with this 
provision, we secured much data from men still living that had 
to do with the first physicians to locate in certain regions in Iowa. 
With this data and what we have been able to gather from various 
sources we have been able to secure a large amount of reliable 
data, concerning the men who helped to develop the State of 
Jowa, not only advancing the cause of medicine in our midst, 
but helping develop the common-wealth in the legislative and in 
other civic offices.’’ 


In the April 1923 issue, after citing some eriticism found on 
his desk relative to lack of news of the local societies he passes 
it on by again thoroughly ecastigating the secretaries of the local 
county and regional organizations for not getting society news 
and personal news to the Journal. As a somewhat drastic jab 
he says—“If the medical organizations of Iowa were as enter- 
prising as the Palmer School, conditions would be better. ** ”’ 
This must have had a salutary effect on the various societies for 
there is a marked improvement in society items from then on. 


May 1923 brought an editorial comment concerning the Rocke- 
feller gift and the passage of legislation appropriating $450,000 
a-year for five years to match the gift—‘‘ * * This will place our 
medical school in the front ranks of medical institutions. The 
medical school and hospital of the Iowa State University had 
already reached the high place, but what was needed was building 
equipment, which now is provided. It is gratifying to the pro- 
fession of our State to realize that the people of Iowa are friendly 
to the medical profession, notwithstanding some apparent indiea- 
tions to the contrary. It has been our constant belief that public 
sympathy was with us and that any measure that promised benefit 
to the public and increased our ability to render service, and 
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provide more accurate knowledge of disease, its cause and pre- 
vention would engage public support. ***’’ 

‘The commercial phrase ‘delivering the goods’ applies to medi- 
cine as well as trade, when the public by a large majority decide 
the goods are delivered, as shown by granting a large sum of 
money in times like the present, we may be assured that the publie 
have placed a measure on things aeccomplished.**’’ 

With the steadily mounting ‘‘cost of living’’ and the increasing 
cost of publication of the Journal it is not surprising to note that 
with the January 1924 issue the price of the Journal mounts to 
$3.00 a year and Editor Fairchild is calling for tax revision. The 
raise in price of the Journal evidently had a good effect on the 
financial condition of the Journal for 1926 closed with a substan. 
tial balance after expenses were taken care of. The issues of 1925 
and 1926 were rife with the troubles of the members of the Society. 
What with Federal licensing of physicians to handle alcohol; 
Federal Narcotic Law with its multitude of regulations to plague 
the medical men; chiropractic; malpractise and life insurance 
without examinations, Editor Fairchild had plenty of material to 
fill his editorial columns. 

The outstanding feature of 1926 was the 75th Annual Session 
of the State Society which was celebrated as the Diamond Jubilee 
Anniversary of the Society and to quote from the Journal of 
May 1926——‘The Diamond Jubilee Anniversary was the greatest 
event in the history of medicine since the 1850 meeting, and those 
who were responsible for the program are entitled to great credit. 
It is to be regretted that a few members who were accustomed 
to prepare papers were disappointed but it should be remembered 
that Jubilee occasions do not come very often, and every living 
member should be thankful that his life had been spared to 
participate in this our first; another will not come until 1950 and 
a new group of expresidents will stand before the public to be 
measured.’’ 

Dr. Walter L. Bierring’s paper entitled ‘‘The Diamond Jubilee’’ 
in the December 1926 issue should be read by every member of 
the Society. It is too long to be included in these pages but is 
well worth reading. 

1927 passed with but routine Society work and matters journa!- 
istic were running smoothly throughout the year. However 1928 
brought a matter of great importance to the Journal. 

Dr. Ralph R. Simmons had first appeared as associate editor 
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of the Journal in August 1911, and it was apparent that new 
blood was being prepared against the eventual contingency of 
{he retirement of Editor Fairchild. With the August, 1928 issue 
Ralph R. Simmons appears as Editor of the Journal and David 
S. Fairchild, Sr. as Editor Emeritus. That such a lengthy service 
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In the year 1872 there came to clines, lotva, a young 
physician, David S. Fairchild, who was destined lo exert 
a profound influence upon the development of scientific 
medicine in Lowa... His early studies in pathology. the 
bacterial origin of disease, and a keen observation of clin- 
teal facts, developed a diagnostic acumen outstanding for 
the period of four or five decades ago... «1 pioneer in 
the application of antiseptic and aseptic surgical technique 
he gained the highest recognition in railway and other 
special fields of surgery... During his editorship of the 
Journal of the Iowa State Medical Society, medical jour- 
nalism has prospered to its present fair estate... 
faithful recorder of medical traditions it this prairie state 
since 1876 2 . els the Nestor of Lowa medical history he 


has achieved his most enduring monument. 


In testimony of high regard from the medical profes- 
ston of Lowa, and in recognition of sixty years of digni- 
fied labor as practitioner, surgeon, teacher, editor and 
historian, this number of the Journal is affectionately 


dedicated. 7 —Waitik J... Bree Kine. 


SEPTEMBER, 1928 
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should be terminated with mere mention was unthinkable, and — 


therefore the September, 1925, issue of the Journal was dedicated 
to Dr. Fairchild. 


In this number we find a most enlightening biography of David 
Sturgis Fairchild. This was compiled by Dr. Walter L. Bierring 
and obviously is too lengthy to be incorporated in this journal- 
istic history so we must be content with Editor Simmons box 
announcement in which he says: 


‘‘With the retirement of Dr. David S. Fairchild as active Editor 
of the Iowa State Medical Journal, it is particularly fitting that 
this number of our publication be dedicated to him as a small 
acknowledgement of his tremendous services to the State Society 
throughout the past seventeen years. The accompanying biograph- 
ical sketch of Dr. Fairchild has been prepared by his warm 
friend, Dr. Walter L. Bierring of Des Moines. I take this oppor- 
tunity to asknowledge my thanks to Dr. Bierring for the thorough 
and painstaking fashion in which this labor has been accomplished, 
realizing the tremendous task involved in collecting the material 
from so wide a range of sources.’’ 

In the September issue of the Journal, in an open letter to the 
profession Dr. Fairchild says in part—‘‘*** As I look back over 
the seventeen years work on the Journal I feel a deep satisfac- 
tion in the friendly spirit manifested by the profession of the 
State. There was much, no doubt, to eriticize but the criticisms 
were presented in a friendly way. 

Doctors are natural critics, especially of members of their own 
profession. If no eriticisms had appeared I should feel that no 
one read the Journal. 

In closing my stewardship, I take pleasure in introducing my 
assistant, who served me efficiently for three years, Dr. Ralph 
R. Simmons of Des Moines.’’ Thus ended seventeen years of active 
medical journalism on the part of David S. Fairchild. He had 
carried the Journal of the Iowa State Medical Society through 
some of its most eritical times—had spurred the profession on 
to higher ideals through his editorials and had made the Journai 
into one of the highest class medical periodicals of the country. 
The magnitude of this accomplishment cannot be appreciated 
unless one delves into history and understands what Dr. Fair- 
ehild had to work with in 1911. 


In the Trustees report to the Iowa State Medical Society in 
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May 1929 the condition of the Journal is well summed up in the 
following report— 

‘““The Journal of the Iowa State Medical Society is the most 
important link in binding the profession of the State into an 
efficient functioning body. The success of the Journal in the 
past has been intimately dependent on the untiring, faithful 
Jabors of our honored colleague, Dr. D. S. Fairchild, than whom 
no one has done more for our Society. The Board of Trustees 
feel that to longer burden Dr. Fairchild with the active editor- 
ship of the Journal would be an injustice. It therefore at the 
June 1928 meeting elected him ‘‘ Editor Emeritus’’ with a modest 
stipend and requested that he continue his researches in the his- 
tory of medicine in Jowa. Dr. R. R. Simmons of Des Moines was 
selected Editor of the Journal at a salary of $800.00 a year. In 
cooperation with the editor some changes in the form and con- 
tents of the Journal were made, which we hope will meet with 
your approval.’’ 

One of the changes mentioned was the organization of the 
Women’s Auxiliary and the creation of a department to forward 
that much needed addition to our organization. The State Health 
Commissioner’s Page by Dr. Henry Albert and succeeding Com- 
missioners was another innovation which has served to keep the 
profession in close touch with the medical conditions in the State 
and marks another step forward in the development of the Journal. 

In No. 1, Vol. 20 dated January 1930, Dr. John H. Peck then 
president of the Society says—‘The Journal has been improved 
mechanically and editorially during the past year. Our editor has 
made a fine effort to better the quality and he has admirably suc- 
ceeded.’’ Dr. Oliver J. Fay, chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
says in part—‘‘ Advertising rates in the Journal are being in- 
creased and additional subscribers have been secured for 19380. 
A new contract for printing the Journal will save several hundred 
dollars.’’ 

These expressions from men high in the ranks show the con- 
dition of the Journal at the beginning of 1930. 

This issue is also of interest in as much as the early move in 
regard to changing the Constitution of the Society was brought 
up; the various contracts of the counties in regard to care of 
indigents were published and discussed and further papers on 
Medical History was published by the Historical Committee under 
the guidance of Dr. Fairchild. 
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In March of this year occured the death of Doctor David-S. — 
Fairchild. Editor Simmons says in his editorial pages, after re- 
porting the loss of the man who had done so much for medical 
journalism in Jowa— 

‘‘Perhaps the most significant contribution which Dr. Fairchild 
has made to organized medicine has been the tremendous con- 
structive influences exerted by the Journal of the Iowa State 
Medical Society under his able editorship. In 1911 Dr. Fairchild 
became editor-in-chief of the Journal, and continued uninter- 
ruptedly this editorship until 1928, when he was relieved of this 
responsibility at his own request. During this period of service, 
the Journal has achieved and maintained an enviable prestige 
among Journals sponsored by State Societies. Medical literature 
has been enriched by his contributions, his editorials, always 
timely, bore testimony of his genius and scholarly attainments. 
Meticulous care in details, so necessary for journalistic success, 
was reflected in every issue of the Journal.**”’ 

The report of the Board of Trustees at the May 1930 meeting 
reads in part—‘There has been a slight increase in Journal in- 
come and the publication has shown a profit in the preceeding 
year because a larger and better, therefore a more costly journal 
has been published. The quality of the paper and the makeup 
was improved, a larger number of cuts has been used, the size 
has been increased 8%, but the increase in cost has been only 3% 
due to the fact that a better contract has been in force during the 
last four months of the fiscal year.***”’ 

The balance of 1930 and early 1931 seemed to be occupied 
mostly with such points of irritation as Norman Baker, Brinkley, 
State Medicine, chiropractic and other such material which fur- 
nished ample material for Dr. Simmon’s editorial columns. It is 
to be noted that in spite of the passing of Dr. Fairchild the his- 
torical data concerning the medical profession of the State con- 
tinued with commendable regularity. 

In the July 1931 issue Dr. Simmons reported to the members 
of the Society under the caption ‘‘State Society Services’’ in which 
he goes into detail not only in regard to the Journal but also the 
various departments of the Society and its problems and brings 
out the enormous strides the Journal and the Society as a whole 
had made over the years. 

However the economic situation of 1932 brought its problems. 
Retrenchments in Society activities were suggested—controversy 
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over the need of a Business Manager for the Society was argued 
pro and con but the Board of Trustees, looking beyond the de- 
pression brought out their report at the Sioux City meeting in 
May 1932 and we find—‘‘We recommend the continuation of the 
present activities of this Society and look with favor upon an 
extension of even greater ones, commensurate with financial secur- 
ity. We recognize in our improved Journal a medical publication 
of high standing and favorable comment and endorse the main- 
tainment of its present standard of excellence.***’’ . 

In a supplementary report Dr. E. M. Myers recognizes the 
economic situation when he says— 

“With no thought whatever of minimizing the financial dilemma 
in which we, even nationwide, find ourselves, I contend that we 
as a Society cannot afford at this time to retrench but we can 
well afford to further our activities by the continuance of the 
present dues.***’’ 

In spite of the economic condition the Journal had maintained 
a high level and this is shown in the report of the Committee on 
Publication, submitted to the 1932 House of Delegates. In this 
report the effect of the depression on the Journal is shown. 

“It is noted that the pages of reading have increased from 460 
in 1927 to 714 in 1931 or fifty-five per cent. Advertising has not 
Shown this increase, there being 370 pages in 1927 and 373 pages 
in 1931 or an increase of only 2 per cent. However it will be 
noted that the revenue derived from this advertising has shown 
a material, tho not equal increase. In 1927 advertising revenue 
amounted to $6,321.46, whereas in 1931 it amounted to $7,863.09 
or a twenty-four per cent increase. 

The economic depression continued throughout 1932 and ’33 
but the Journal still maintained its high standard in the various 
departments. A slight upturn in 1934 was reflected in increased 
advertising material for the year and resulted in a substantial 
increase in income from that source. 

No new projects were undertaken in 1935 other than the further 
development of the Woman’s Auxiliary. However in July 1936 
the Journal published a membership roster of the State Society 
which was welcome and much appreciated by the profession. 

With the January 1937 issue Editor Simmons became Associate 
Editor and Dr. Lee Forrest Hill became Editor in Chief at which 
time he says—‘‘We shall continue the efforts of our predecessor 
to bring you the news of your society, the activities of your offi- 
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cers and committees, and such other problems pertaining to the 
practice of medicine as time and space shall permit.’’ In his 
report to the Society in the May 1937 meeting at Sioux City Dr. 
Hill says in part— | 

‘Tt is our hope and our aim that we may keep the standard 
of published papers on such a high level of quality that the mem- 
bers of our State Society will be stimulated to greater efforts in 
their writings and that publication of an article in the Journai 
will be looked upon as an achievement of worth.’’ 

1938 passed with the Journal maintaining its usual high stand- 
ard of excellence. No change in personnel is noted and nothing 
of vital importance to the profession appears. 

In February 1939 mention is made of the rapid development 
thruout the nation of plans for prepaid medical care. Utah, 
California, Michigan and New York were cited as experiments 
to be carefully watched and Editor Hill remarks that ‘‘the medical 
profession will watch with interest these various plans as they 
develop and that while Iowa seems to be less in need of such 
radical legislation yet ‘‘we must be developing plans which will 
best suit conditions in this State.”’ 

The editorial pages of the Journal were well supplied with 
material during 1940 with the Wagner, Murray, Dingle Bill, Hos- 
pital Insurance, prepaid medical care and the poliomyelitis epi- 
demic. 

The Publication Committee report for 1941 gives no detailed 
vearly report—the Committee smugly says ‘‘each individual issue 
is a resumé of our stewardship’’ and further says ‘‘We have en- 
deavored to maintain our previous standards in quality of sci- 
entific articles accepted for publication, to the end that publica- 
tion of a paper in the Journal of the Iowa State Medical Society 
will be considered an achievement.’’ 

1942 brought World War No. 2. with its demand for medical 
men. The January issue of the Journal which usually carried 
Editor Hill’s ‘‘Happy New Year’’ greetings remarks that ‘‘the 
coming year is anything but ‘“‘happy’’ and that ‘‘Peace on Earth, 
eood will to all mankind’’ is but a hallow mockery and further 
states that ‘During 1941 the Journal has attempted to carry in 
its editorial section all pertinent information relative to medical 
military preparedness. From now on it will be our purpose to 
redouble our efforts in this direction.’’ 

True to his word the editor of the Journal began an intensive 
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campaign for medical preparedness. It should be noted however 
oa while ee pressure was being exerted on the profession to 

“join up’’ and the numerous associated matters relative to the - 
was were being exploited yet the character of the professional 
material appearing in the Journal did not suffer. 

Rosters of men in the service appeared during the year and the 
historical data furnished by the Historical Committee continued 
as usual. 

Not the least of the troubles of the times was gasoline rationing 
and Hditor Hill reminds the profession of the responsibility rest- 
ing upon it to set an example for the community by strictly ad- 
hering to the regulations. 

The procurement, assignment and allocation of physicians, Na- 
tional Health programs and other such echoes of the times featured 
the publication of the Journal in 1943 and 1944. The War had 
brought troubles to the Editor—many physicians were in the 
service, a shortage of scientific papers, rationing of paper all had 
their influence and necessitated curtailing in paper stock as well 
as shifting to a smaller type in order to cover the available ma- 
terial in the least possible space. . 

1945 was a strenuous year, The Government had clamped down 
on conventions of ever fifty attendance and the result was a 
skeleton House of Delegates meeting in April of that year in 
order to transact the business of the Society. In November 1945 
Dr. Lee Forest Hill who had been editor of the Journal since 1937 
resigned and the Trustees appointed Dr. Everett M. George of 
Des Moines to be editor. With the July issue Miss Viola Turner 
appears as assistant editor. 

The report of the Publications Committee for 1946 says—‘‘The 
year 1946 was an important one in the History of the Journal 
of the Iowa State Medical Society for it marked the publication’s 
conversion from an organ partially supported by membership dues 
to a self supporting unit.”’ 

The year had ended with the Journal making a net profit of 
$1,475.98. Pressure of the war years was easing, physicians were 
returning from service and the year had seen a 40% inerease 
in the publication of scientific original articles over 1945. 

Conditions fluctuated somewhat during 1947 as the country 
settled down to adjusting itself to the postwar period. Costs of 
printing the Journal, paper stock and other supplies continued 
to rise and advertising had slumped somewhat but by 1948 the 
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Journal had returned to its former prewar self except that it 
was bigger, better, more developed and self sustaining. The various 
- departments were functioning at top efficiency and the Journal 
of 1949 presents a sharp contrast to the Journal of 1911 which 
Drs. Fairchild and Boice had fathered. 

As the first century of medical journalism is completed, it will 
have been noted that from 1850 to 1911, it was a long series of 
attempts and failures. In the early days the more enlightened 
men of the profession realized that a medium of contact between 
the members of the profession was necessary 1f progress was to 
be made. Numerous attempts to issue medical journals over the 
next sixty years failed and the period is strewn with the wreckage 
of at least seventeen publications which started out bravely but 
soon suspended publication because of lack of support. 

The outstanding lesson shown by this situation was that pri- 
vately owned medical journals could not sueceed and that the 
euaranteed circulation furnished by professional cooperation as 
found in a State Society owned journal was the only solution to 
the problem. 

Not until the creation of The Journal of the Iowa State Medical 
Society was any degree of permanence attained but from that 
date until the present the development of medical journalism in 
Towa has been steadily upward until now the medical profession 
of Iowa ean boast of one of the highest class State Medical Journals 
in the country. 


ADDITIONAL MEDICAL PUBLICATIONS 


It seems appropriate in reviewing the history of medical journal- 
ism since 1850, to mention a number of other medical publications 
which have appeared from time to time, some of which are still 
being published, all having an important part in recording medi- 
eal events in Iowa. 


THE NORTHWEST ANNALIST 


This Homeopathic journal was first published in 1876, with 
Dr. E. A. Guilbert as editor. It was in the van of the fight then 
waging (1876) for a Homeopathic Department in the State Un1- 
versity. We have been unable to find a copy of this early journal 
and are unable to give further details as to its character, time 
published and when it ceased publication. 
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THe NorTHwest JOURNAL OF HOMEOPATHY 


This Homeopathic journal issued its No. 3, Volume 2 at Cedar 
Rapids in June of 1890. No copies are available and we ean find 
no further data as to editorship nor length of publishing. 


THE INvrErRstTatE Mepicat News 


Volume 1 No. 1 of this journal appeared on the 15th of Febru- 
ary 1895. It was published at Sioux City with Dr. J. H. Talboy 
as editor and Charles M. Wade, M.A., as publisher. An. editorial 
introduction appears in the first issue as follows: 

‘With this number the Interstate Medical News makes its bow 
to the professional publie and begs permission to give its own 
introduction. It is eminently a child of chance. It offers no excuse 
for its existence, but by virtue of that existence it seeks a liveli- 
hood. Realizing the need of a publication of this kind in the 
great northwest, it at once embraces the opportunity and enters 
upon its life’s work. 

Recognizing the difficulties of its task, the Interstate Medical 
News desires the cooperation of the profession in whose interest 
it is enlisted. To its companions in the field of medical journalism 
it extends its youthful hand of fellowship, and ask only that it 
be judged on its merits.’’ 

Evidently the journal was an outgrowth of the interests of 
the Sioux City College of Medicine which was then in its third 
year and many of the news items and papers pertain to graduates 
of that institution. There had been a fight on between the State 
Board of Medical Examiners with Dr. J. F. Kennedy as secretary 
and the Sioux City College of Medicine with Dr. J. F. Talboy 
as secretary over the refusal of the Board to recognize the di- 
plomas of the Sioux City institution and an extensive article in 
No. 3 of Volume 1 of the journal entitled “Where Are We At”’ 
will make interesting reading for one wishing to delve into the 
trials and tribulations of early journals as well as early medical 
colleges. | 

The Inter State Medical News did not appear after 1896 — 
evidently having fallen victim to the lack of financial support 


_ or perhaps having accomplished the purpose for which it evi- 


dently was created. 
THE AUSTIN FLINT Mepicar J OURNAL 


This monthly magazine, ‘““published in the interest of medi- 
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cine,’’ first appeared in May 1900. It was the official organ of 
the Austin Flint Medical Society and was published at Mason 
City, Iowa under the editorship of Dr. F. G. Murphy with Dr. 
T. T. Blaise as publisher. The maiden editorial appearing in No. 
1 Volume 1 is worthy of recording and while somewhat lengthy 
it brings out the basic arguments in favor of medical journals. 
Says Editor Murphy: 

“Tt is a universally acknowledged fact that in our largest cities, 
where opportunities for the dissemination of medical knowledge 
are most favorable we also find co-existing with this feature the 
publication of a great number of medical journals and periodicals. 
It is natural that the latter should issue as a result of the former. 
When clinical facilities abound medical knowledge must ensue, 
and as didacties and lectures are but one means of imparting 
medical knowledge to students and those who can personally at- 
tend, it becomes quite obvious where the journal steps in and . 
subserves its funetion. The journal is not only a disseminator of 
knowledge pertaining to the medical science, but it affords a 
means of intercommunieation and interchange of medical thought, 
thus becoming the most potent factor in separating the dross and 
chaff from the real kernel of scientific truth. Many an error has 
been expunged from the archives of medical literature because 
of open, fearless discussion in our magazines, where the flood of 
light carrying truth and conviction issuing from a thousand 
sources forced aside prejudice and conceit, dispelling ignorance, 
and displacing dogmatie tenets and conventionalized forms with 
systemized, scientific truths. This systemized and classification 
enabled the writer to express in exact formulae and symbols that 
which had heretofore been an intangible theory or hypothesis. 
It displaced the old humoral ‘‘ereed’’ and disease-entity doctrine 
with the present scientific biological data that revealed the true 
raison d’etre of actual disease especially zymotie and infectious 
in character, Serum Therapy and antitoxins are as familiar in 
the village as in the wards of our metropolitan hospitals. Clinical 
reports, statistics, experimentations and a thousand other invalu- 
able thoughts are transmitted by our medical periodicals, many 
of which could not find another avenue of exit from their place 
of birth and like the poet’s flower would die unseen.”’ 

In keeping with the high ideals set forth in their first editorial 
Drs. Murphy and Blaise published an excellent journal featuring 
original articles of high quality, translations from foreign journals 
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especially from the German at a time it was so highly desirable 

for our medical men to take post-graduate courses in Europe and 
editorializing on all subjects pertaining to the medical profession 
both in our State as well as the national situation. 

The reporting of the Austin Flint Society proceedings as well 
as those of the Iowa State Medical society were exhaustive and 
complete. 

The January 1901 number of the Journal was somewhat de- 
layed because of a printers strike but Editor Murphy takes it in 
stride when he says: ‘‘This good and only medieal journal in 
northern Iowa has been considerably delayed on account of a 
strike of the printers union. We will take our medicine gracefully 
however for it is by just such organization and united efforts 
that we shall be able to secure better medical laws for Towa. 
Hereafter the stamp of the Printers Union will appear on the 
Journal.’’ | 


The February 1901 issue shows an enlargement of the Journal 
—inecreasing in size to 714 x 1014 inch page. This issue was of 
an inferior grade of paper and the general composition was poor 
—evidently the signs of an early demise for the Austin Flint 
Medical Journal suspended publication and was merged with the 
Towa Medical Journal then being published by Dr. E. E. Dorr 
in Des Moines. This merger took place with the June -1901 issue. 


THE MIDDLETONIAN 


The Middletonian first appeared in Iowa City on March 15, 
1901—it was published twice a year, and was sponsored by the 
Middletonian Medical Society of the State University. Under 
the heading “‘Salutatory’’ the editor expressed himself as follows: 
““As a new century has dawned and the steady trend of develop- 
ment is progressively onward, it is proper and in the natural 
order of things that a scientific publication should make its ap- 
pearance in the College of Medicine of the State University of 
Towa. Now the initiatory step has been taken and we trust that 
it has not only been a step in the right direction and in the right 
line, but that many more steps may be added to its advance and 
none of its retrogression.’’ 

It is pertinent that we should give a brief resume of the man 
who could command the love and respect of his associates to the 
extent that not only a medical society was named in his honor, 
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but that this journal should also be designated ‘‘The Middle- 
tonian.’”’ 

William Drummond Middleton was born in Scotland in 1844. 
He came to this country at an early age, served in the Civil War 
after which he graduated from Bellevue Hospital College of Medi- 
cine in 1868. In 1869 he was elected to fill the chair of physiology 
and microscopic anatomy in the Medical School of the Iowa State 
University at Iowa City. He held this position until 1887 when 
he was elected to the chair of theory and practice of medicine. 
In 1891 he took the chair of surgery and in 1895 assumed the 
position of Dean of the College of Medicine, a position he occu- 
pied for the remainder of his life. In 1898 the students organized 
a society called the ‘‘Middletonian’’ and in 1901 started the pub- 
lication of this journal which was also given the name ‘‘Middle- 
tonian.’’ 

Dr. Middleton died on April 5th, 1902 and the May issue of 
the Middletonian was a memorial to the man the student body 
loved as shown by the following excerpt from the editorial columns 
of that issue— 

‘Ag this number falls into the hands of students, alumni, and 
friends of this institution, it should carry with it, not only the 
sad news of his death, but should impress anew the high ideals 
and purposes for which he lived. His was a safe counsel, a kindly 
heart, a benevolent spirit.’”’ 

In confirmation of the fact that the journal was well founded 
the editor says in the May 1902 issue— 

‘With the present number the Middletonian closes its second 
year of existence. The manner in which the faculty, students 
and alumni have supported it and cooperated with the manage- 
ment in making each issue better than the one preceding is worthy 
of high compliment. Even our fondest hopes for the year have 
been more than fulfilled and to you the eredit belongs for making 
the magazine what it is today. To those who have so willingly 
contributed to its columns we are especially grateful. That there 
is a field for such a publication has been demonstrated and we 
trust that the support and cooperation in the years to come shall 
be of such a nature that the Middletonian’s field of usefulness 
shall be greatly enlarged.’’ 

Aside from being a medical journal with a high sais of sci- 
entific articles regarding the medical and surgical problems of 
the times the Middletonian intimately reflected the social and 
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other academie problems of the students of the University. Its 
pages are filled with things of interest from the highest medical 
literature to the ‘‘chatty’’ news of the various classes of students. 

Upon organization of the Alumni Association in 1905 the Mid- 
dletonian was unanimously adopted as the official organ of the 
Association. In it we find the proceedings, announcements and 
news of the Association. The editor at that time Says in part— 
“This gives to the publication better recognition, increased cir- 
culation, wider range of work and binds more firmly the relations 
of the College of Medicine and its many graduates.’’ 

Surely the past five years had been one of progress for the 
journal. The papers had been interesting and timely, the report- 
ing of class affairs by classes was written to keep up the interest 
of the student body and articles on the erowth of the medical 
department were intended to make it interesting enough to the 
alumni to assure their backing of the journal. 

In the October 1906 issue the editor. harks back to the tradi- 
tional foe of all journalism—lack of support—when he says ‘‘In 
order to make this magazine what it should be it will be necessary 
to have the cooperation of every member of the College and Alumni 
Association. With this Support the Middletonian Magazine will 
become the leading medical journal of the State and take the 
place designed for it by its founders.”? 

In spite of frequent appeals to the Alumni for increased back- 
ing during the following two years the May 1909 issue of the 
Middletonian suspended publication with that issue having finished 
eight volumes and two issues in the ninth. Being primarily a 
University publication it was limited in circulation and unable 
to weather the financial storms that beset so many of these early 
publications. 


Towa HomEoparuic JouRNAL 
1907-1924. 


The first issue of this Journal appeared in January 1907 with 
Des Moines as place of publication. It appeared under the editor- 
ship of Dr. G. A. Huntoon with Dr. Erwin Schenk as publisher, 
the subscription price was $1.00 a year. It was well supplied 
with original articles, case reports, good editorials and news items 
of interest to the Homeopathic members of the profession. In 
June 1911 the name of this publication was changed to ‘‘The 
Iowa Homeopathic Medical Journal.’’ Under this title the Journal 
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was issued monthly except for a few interruptions until 1924 
when it suspended publication. The last copy obtainable was 
dated January 1924. 


THe Park HospitaL BULLETIN 


This little journal was first issued in October 1916. It was 
edited by the staff of The Park Hospital at Mason City, lowa and 
was published quarterly. Volume 1 No. 2 carries the following 
letter to the doctors: ‘‘The enclosed is the second of a series of 
publications which we intend to issue periodically and distribute 
free of charge among some of our physician friends. The pur- 
pose of the Park Hospital Bulletin and its Supplement is an edu- 
cational as well as a cooperative one. We intend it to report cases 
which should prove of general interest, also some unusual phase 
in a treatment or operation. Furthermore we will publish some 
of the original research work carried on by members of our Staff; 
research work which will be partially of a theoretical scientific 
nature, partially of immediate practical value. Last but not least 
we hope to find in it a medium of common interest and common 
purpose, the benefit of which should le in the facet that it will 
knit more closely together the medical profession of these counties, 
for the good of all of us in our relations to each other and to the 
people of our community.”’ 

The two copies available show this to be a high grade medical 
journal featuring original articles, diagnosis, therapeutics, case 
reports and laboratory findings and methods and all put out in 
a most interesting manner. The Bulletin was an addition to any 
physieian’s lbrary but it was doomed from the beginning for 
with no advertising, using the best of printing and paper ana 
distributed but locally it could be but an increasing drag on its 
publishers and as a consequence it ceased publication sometime 
prior to 1920: 


THE JOURNAL OF ROENTGENOLOGY 


At its regular meeting in Chicago in January 1918 the Western 
Roentgen Society authorized the publication of a journal to re- 
cord the proceedings of the Society as well as spread the accum- 
ulated knowledge of the comparatively new specialty. Dr. Bundy 
Allen of Iowa City was selected as editor and Albert F. Tyler 
of Omaha as Associate Editor. The Journal was named the 
Journal of Roentgenology and was published quarterly in Iowa 
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City. Eight issues of the Journal were printed when it suspended 
publication with the December 1919 issue. Later to become the 
Journal of Radiology. 


THE VOICE 


The Voice was the official publication of the Black Hawk County 
Medical Society and was published monthly at Waterloo, Iowa. 
In its first issue in April 1933 the object of the publication was 
set forth in the following item by Dr. C. W. Ellyson, then Coun- 
cilor for the 6th District: 

“The monthly medical bulletin of the Black Hawk County 
Medical Society is intended to place in the hands of the physicians 
of this county and surrounding territory the regular programs 
and other activities of the Society. It also aims to assemble other 
items of medical interest in connection with local hospitals and 
their associated auxiliaries, nurses, dentists and their association 
and the various official and volunteer health organizations of the 
community. It hopes to promote friendliness amongst the mem- 
bers of the profession in this territory and among these closely 
allied organizations. It intends to print the items of personal 
interest to these groups and asks them to contribute through their 
Secretaries such items as may be of interest to the readers. It 
will carry a clean list of advertising of interest to all and from 
time to time it will publish such scientific articles as may be of 
special interest to this group of readers, It solicits your support 
and patronage in all these efforts and can only succeed through 
your support and cooperation.”’ 

The following four years of publication lived up to Dr? Hlly- 
son’s portrayal of what the bulletin was issued for. Good re- 
porting of county society activities, breezy news items of interest 
to the medical and allied professions and associates and some very 
excellent scientific papers. However with the publishing of No. 
10 of Volume 4 dated March 1937 the Vorce became silent. We 
append its obituary which appeared as a fronticepiece in that issue. 


THE VOICE 
“An Obituary’’ 
Born April 1933 — Died March 1937 
Only a short span of four years was it permitted to take its 


place among the great and near ereat periodicals sponsored by 
medical societies throughout the country. With this issue it will 
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cease making its monthly trips to your desk inviting you to come 
to Waterloo to dine and listen with a group of your fellow men 
to the newer things in Medicine. 

Its demise was foretold over a year ago when interest in its 
assembly was lacking. A few, feeling that interest might be aroused 
and its worth recognized, carried on under great odds, but to no 
avail. They too have now lost interest, the life blood has ebbed — 
and passes to its reward. In its passing may we say, we hope it 
has offended no one; if so it begs forgiveness. If it has encouraged 
anyone to take a deeper interest in his profession it merits grace. — 
It thanks with sincere gratitude those advertisers whose names 
you see in this issue; they have all been with us from birth. It 
lauds those brave men who have contributed to its pages and those 
who by word or deed have made its path easier.. 

But after all perhaps it has no function that would justify its 
continuity of life; a postcard will do—it’s much less work and 
surely more quickly read and easily discarded. So 

Au Revior Bon Voyage 


BULLETIN 
Central District Medical Association 


This journal is the official publication of the Iowa and Illinois 
Central District Medical Association. It covers ten counties in 
lowa and Illinois adjacent to the Tri Cities of Davenport, Moline 
and Rock Island and while not strictly an Iowa product yet its 
success aS a medical journal over the years entitles its inclusion 
in this Medical journalistic history of Iowa Medical Journalism. 

The Quarterly Bulletin first appeared in October 1934 with the 
Secretary of the Society, Dr. James Dunn of Davenport as editor. 
In his maiden editorial Dr. Dunn says—‘‘This is the first issue 
of the Quarterly Bulletin of the Iowa and Illinois Central Dis- 
trict Medical Association. Through it we expect to bring to the 
members information which will be of general interest to them 
such as programs, hospital items, personal notes and general news 
contributed by members. *** The publication of this quarterly 
bulletin is made possible by our advertisers and to them we wish 
to ‘express our appreciation.”’ 

From the first issue this journal contained good clean adver- 
tising, plentiful news notes and historical sketches as well as 
biographies and some most excellent reviews on up-to-date subjects. 

With the October 1936 issue the Bulletin changed its front 
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cover featuring a map of the territory covered by the Central 
District Medical Association membership. This map was super- 
imposed upon the conventional Caduceus with the torch, wings 
and two serpents entwined and the word BULLETIN crossing below 
the map. 

The appearance of this emblem immediately aroused a con- 
troversy as evidently the staff of Aesculapius with one serpent 
was intended. In the same issue Dr. P. ii. Gibson of Davenport 
carries a writeup entitled ‘‘ONgE Srrpenr—or Two.’’ This is a 
very interesting and enlightening discussion on the differences 
of meaning between the Caduceus representing the staff of Mer- 
cury with its twin serpents and the rod of Aesculapius with the 
single serpent and wings. Dr. Gibson ended his column with the 
hopes that the rod of Aesculapius would be remembered as official. 
However the Bulletin has ‘continued wearing the Caduceus with 
no visible harm resulting. 

Outstanding in the Bulletin are the historical sketches and 
biographies as well as the Secretary’s Column which in itself con- 
stitutes a most excellent indicator of the development of this little 
journal. 

The Secretary’s Column of October 1939 remarks in part— 
“With this issue of the Bulletin we begin our sixth year. What 
small measure of success it has attained is due to its friends, con- 
tributors and advertisers.’’ When one recalls that Dr. James 
Dunn had been at the head of the Bulletin Since its first issue 
one cannot but think that all of these factors would have helped 
but little without Editor Dunn’s guiding hand. Such is editorial 
shyness (at times). 

By 1942 the military situation had begun to take its toll of 
the Society membership—‘ ‘Our membership is decreasing due 
to many being called into the service.”? 

During 1943-44 and 45 the Butterin was issued twice a year 
in May and October. However by 1946 the issues appeared ree- 
ularly in March, May, September and November of each year 
and still maintain the high standard this journal had set from its 
first issue. 


THE NortH Jowa Mepican News 
Cerro Gordo Medical Society 


This little Journal first appeared in April 1934 under the spon- 
sership of the Cerro Gordo Medical Society evidently with the 
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officers of the society as editors and business managers. It was 
published monthly and carried many things of interest not only 
to the Cerro Gordo Society members but to the surrounding county 
organizations as well. 

For eight years this journal served the medical interests of 
Yerro Gordo County and surrounding territory. However it be- 
came a war casualty and ceased publication with the May 1942 
issue. 


BULLETIN 


The Polk County Medical Society and the 
Des Moines Academy of Medicine 


The BULLETIN was first issued in March 1980 and is the official 
publication of The Des Moines Academy of Medicine and The 
Polk County Medical Society. Membership in these two organ- 
izations included subseription to the Bulletin and in as much as 
the bylaws of the organizations provided for Nonresident as well 
as Associate Membership the circulation was far from local. 

This little journal is published monthly in Des Moines and its 
pages are filled with some excellent papers, society reports, medi- 
cal economics, news items and good advertising. 

After ten years of publication the Bulletin appeared in a new 
front. On page four of Volume 11, No. 7, appears a note by the 
editor under the heading ‘‘CovEer’’ in which he says “‘We are 
happy and proud to call attention to the new front cover of our 
Bulletin. The artistry came from the pen of that distinguished 
friend of the Medical Profession—J. N. (Ding) Darling. For 
his most gracious contribution we are indebted and deeply ap- 
preciative.’’ This change greatly improved the appearance of the 
Bulletin. Evidently ‘‘Ding’’ intended to represent the staff of 
Aesculapius in his drawing for the new Bulletin cover but how 
was he to know that the staff of our esteemed forebear had but 
one serpent and that he had portrayed the wand of Mercury— 
God of Commerce? 

Nevertheless the Bulletin was greatly improved in appearance 
and it still continues to serve the Polk County Medical Profession 
ip a very satisfactory manner. 


THE BULLETIN 
Linn County Medical Society 


The Linn County Medical Bulletin was first published as a 
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four page pamphlet in the fall of 1924 and simply announced 
the programs of the monthly meetings as well as a roster of names 
of all Society members whose dues were up to date. This little 
pamphlet was continued until September of 1932 when under the 
efforts of Dr. T. F. Hersch, who was then secretary of the society, 
it was increased in size to eight and later to eleven pages. With 
the issuance of the September 1932 number the Bulletin cast off 
its swaddling clothes and matured into Volume 1 No. 1 and ap- 
peared as the official organ*of the Linn County Medical Society. 

It was evident from the first that this little publication would 
be of great value to members of the society as the programs of 
the meetings were outlined and detailed and local news of interest 
to the profession and the two hospitals at Cedar Rapids were 
well covered. Advertising was evidently the life-blood° of the 
Bulletin for its pages were well filled with good, clean, local ad- 
vertising. = 

In Volume 1 No. 8 we find—‘‘The monthly Bulletin of the Linn 
County Medical Society costs you nothing, yet when placed on 
your desk by your postman some one has paid for it—and that 
man is your advertiser. Much care has been taken in selecting 
advertisements so we feel that those represented are of the highest 
caliber in their respective fields. Let’s patronize them.’’ 

From its beginning the Bulletin has included an outstanding 
feature in the form of historical writeups covering such things 
as the various State Institutions, Medical Colleges, histories of 
County Societies as well as high grade scientifie papers. These 
historical papers are of great value in compiling a history of 
things medical in the State and will become more valuable as 
time moves on. 

By 1935 the Bulletin had been enlarged to thirty-five pages. 
the quality of the paper was of the best and in every way the 
publication had been greatly improved. At that time we find—— 
“The Bulletin is almost self liquidating,’’ due to the large amount 
of advertising found in its pages. 

With the May 1936 issue the circulation of the Bulletin was 
increased to about 2000 when it was decided to double the usual 
circulation of 1000 in order to give each physician in attendance 
at the Annual State Society meeting of that year a copy of that 
issue. Evidently the Linn County Medical Society was proud 
of their Bulletin and they had every reason to be. 

In October 1941 the editor in part says—‘Through the pages 
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of this publication you are constantly being informed of the ae- ; 
tivities of the Society whether it be social, scientific or business. 
This information is not always easy to round up but the efforts 
of those who contribute their time in gathering news, that can 
be put into shape, are appreciated. Let’s all work together to 
put the Bulletin of the Linn County Medical Society at the head 
of the class.’? The year 1942 shows the effect of the War. There 
was a decided letting up in the quantity of material the Bulletin 
was composed of altho the quality of papers was timely and good. 
The year ended with the December issue devoted to photographs 
of the medical men of the vicinity who were in the service. This 
issue had forty-six pages aside from the cover. In January 1943 

the editor says— 3 

‘‘Hyrom the number of favorable comments and the volume of 
congratulatory letters received, the December number of the Bul- 
letin was a great success. Such a warm reception of an issue of 
a publication makes an editor feel happy and makes the work 
involved in ‘collecting, editing, proofreading and printing the 
material worthwhile.’’ 

Again in the December 1943 issue the editor put out another 
forty-six page album of Linn County medical men in service as 
well as featuring letters from the various camps both at home and 
abroad. By 1946 things were again becoming normal for the 
Bulletin and with the September 1946 issue the old familiar cover 
was changed—Editor Hersch says in his column—‘‘ We are adc- 
ing to the value of the Bulletin by placing some picture of uni- 
versal medical interest on its front page. As you note in this issue 
this portrays the Gavel. There will be new pictures with each 
issue.’’ This practice has been continued and has indeed improved 
the appearance of the Bulletin. 

It would be repitious to further analyze the Bulletin year by 
year. The. development of this high grade county journal has 
been one of uninterrupted progress from its first issue in 1982 
to the present time. 

It has served Linn County Medical Society members in a most _ 
excellent manner and has proved what can be done in the larger 
local societies by cooperation. 


Hospitals In Iowa 
Clyde A. Boice, M.D. 
Washington 


In presenting the historical development of hospitals in Towa, 
the same may be divided as follows: 
Part I Pre-hospital period 
Part II Period of 1850 to 1900 


Part III Period of 1900 to 1950 
Part IV Hospital Construction under Public Law 725. 


PRE-HOSPITAL PERIOD 


The early physicians of Iowa depended largely on individual 
ingenuity in providing facilities in homes for the care of patients 
with prolonged illness, and for the performance of emergency 
operations that might arise, 

Disastrous epidemics of croup, diphtheria, scarlet fever, small- 
pox, erysipelas, dysentery, and typhoid, occurred in the towns 
and larger settlements. In 1850-1853 and 1873 epidemics of 
cholera appeared in the river towns of Keokuk, Burlington and 
Davenport, and smaller outbreaks in Towa City and other. inland 
towns. 

Surgical operations are not recorded until after the publication 
of medical journals in 1850, and as they appeared on the pro- 
grams of the State and local medical societies. The prineipal 
operations in the pre-hospital period were amputations, heriotomy, 
trephining, removal of vesical calculus and an occasional repair 
of hair lip and ovariotomy. 

Two unusual operations are recorded by Fairchild*. 

Surgical operations were usually performed in a hastily pre- 
pared room of the patient’s home, often done on the kitehen 


*Medicine in Iowa to 1876. D. 8. Fairchild, M.D., Clinton. 

In April 1855, Dr. John Bell, Jr., of Wapello removed a bar of lead, 
eleven inches long, the patient being a man 32 years of age who had 
swallowed it in connection with a sword swallowing trick. The patient was 
discharged on the fifteenth day and lived many years afterwards. This case 
was reported in the Iowa Medical Journal May 1857, and in the Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal Jan. 9, 1860. 

The second operation was that of Caesarian Section performed by Dr. 
D. B. Neal of Columbus Junction, with mother and baby alive; this was 
the first operation of the kind reported in Towa. 
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table; chloroform was the usual anesthetic. The nursing being 
done by a relative, an attendant, or occasionally by a practical 
nurse. ; 
Midwives were frequently employed in maternity cases. Most 
of the practice was carried out in the home, which brought 
about closer contact with the patient and the family. 

Office practice had not developed to any great extent. Hach 
practitioner prepared and dispensed his own medicines. 

Transportation often was difficult and the physician was com- 
pelled to carry on an arduous practice without the facilities so 
readily available in a later day. 


PERIOD OF 1850 TO 1900 


The first record of an organized hospital in Towa is found in 
connection with the beginning of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, the Medical Department of the Iowa State University 
at Keokuk, in September 1850. 

In the first announcement of the Medical College and in the 
Aueust 1851 number of the Western Medico-Chirurgical Journal 
appears the following: 


University Hospital 


‘“This essential auxiliary to the Medical College of this State, has been 
completed by our City authorities, and supplied with the necessary furni- 
ture. The beds and wardrobe have been very abundantly supplied by our 
noble and philanthropic ladies. 

The building is large and commodious, and calculated for eighty beds. 
There are two large general wards and. several private rooms; the City 
Council has given the force of law to the necessary regulations, and the 
medical police has been arranged. 

The Faculty of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the Iowa 
University, have exclusive control and management of this Institution for 
ten years. It is the intention to demand of every student of the Institution 
an attendance upon the clinical lectures, to be established in the Hospital 
and which are to be made a part of the regular course of instruction in 
the College, and as an evidence of the opportunities it will present for 
clinical observation, we will remark, that since its full organization—now ten 
days—twenty-three cases have been recieved and treated in the wards. When 
it is remembered that thousands of persons are engaged upon the public 
improvements, in and around our rapidly growing City, to whom this house 
will be a weleome refuge in affliction; and thousands more are thrown into 
our midst by the great break in the navigation of the Mississippi at this 
point, in circumstances demanding the comfort of an institution like this, 
we can not doubt that in a very short time, the Medical College with which 
it is connected, will present opportunities for valuable clinical illustration, 
equal to those of any school in the country.’’ 

The State Medical Library is the fortunate possessor of a copy of the 
Ordinances of the City of Keokuk, including Number V ‘‘An ordinance 
concerning the University Hospital its policy, government and regulations’? 
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adopted August 15, 1851, and signed by John A. Graham, Mayor. 

Section I reads, ‘‘The Institution erected by said City upon certain 
grounds granted by the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the Iowa 
State University, for the purpose of a General Hospital, shall be called 
the University Hospital, and be subject to the following rules and re- 
gulations.’’ 

In the following 17 sections, ‘‘the provisions is made for appointment 
by the City Council of a Steward or Warden who shall enforce all rules 
and regulations of the Institution’’. One of the special rules was ‘‘No 
wine or spirits shall be used in the hospital except by the direction of the 
physician or surgeon for the use of the patient’’. 

‘*Professor John F., Sanford, M.D., is hereby appointed physician and 
surgeon to the University Hospital during the term of contract: with the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of the Iowa State University’’. 

‘*The Physician and Surgeon of the hospital shall keep, or cause to be 
kept, the necessary books for the sick registry. He shall have the privilege 
of introducing students of medicine to the clinical and surgical wards, and 
Shall establish such additional rules for the government and order of the 
Institution as he may deem proper.’ 

The last section is interesting and reads as follows: ‘‘Sect.. 18. Every 
patient admitted to the University Hospital shall be. required to pay the 
Institution a reasonable sum for his expenses herein; to be fixed by the 
Physician and Surgeon, and to include board, nursing and medical 
attention. And in case patients can not pay the afore said expenses in 
money, they may be required to do such labor in the house or upon the 
grounds equivalent thereto, as may be directed by the physician, provided, 
that the Mayor shall have the power to exempt from the requirements of 
this section any patient who is, in his opinion, a proper object of charity’’. 


Some of these regulations might be applicable to hospitals of 
a much later date. 


In the correspondence of members of the Medical Faculty while 
visiting the larger Eastern medical centers, and published in the 
aforenamed Journal, as well as in the later Iowa Medical Journal 
from 1853 to 1854, frequent reference is made to the hospital 
clinical facilities in Keokuk, in favorable comparison with those 
of other medical teaching centers. 


The following would seem to indicate that the University 
Hospital was a part of the Medical College building. 

In the Iowa Medical Journal, Vol. III, No. 4, July and August 
1856, appears this announcement of the ‘‘State Medical College’’— 


‘‘University Hospital’’: ‘‘This humane institution, on the part of the 
City, was constructed in immediate connection with the College buildings, in 
order to derive the benefits of the care of the Faculty, and at the same 
time to furnish to the classes an opportunity for clinical instruction. Tt 
will be arranged, that the students may enjoy equally, all the advantages 
to be derived from it; frequent visits will be made to the bed-side of the 
patient, and cases that admit of removal will be brought to the lecture 
room and explained to the class.?’ 


A decade later when a number of hotels in Keokuk were com- 
bined with the Medical College building to form an Army Hospital 
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during the Civil War period, the University Hospital is not 
-mentioned. 

The father of the writer (Dr. J. C. Boice) was a medical student 
in Keokuk during the middle seventies, stated that there was no 
University Hospital at that time, the clinics being all held in 
the Medical College building. 
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Building of Keokuk College of Physicians and Surgeon ird floor 
was used by Dr. J. C. Hughes for surgical patients. 

The next hospital development in Keokuk occurred during the 
first years of the Civil War period, when on April 20, 1862 the 
first Army Hospital was established in the old Estes House and 
was ready for the admission of sick and wounded soldiers which 
were brought up the river on steamboats. The Medical College 
building was also used for hospital purposes; this provided for 
660 beds, housing at one time 525 patients. Later the Simpson 
House, also a hotel, then Rice Hall, a store room, and the Leighton 
House were added to provide further hospital facilities; for a 
short period the Keokuk public school on 8th and Blondeau 
Streets was also requisitioned for hospital use. 

The various branches of the Army Hospital group were closed 
from January to September 1865, the last to close being the 


Estes House. 
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During this period 7,396 soldiers were admitted to these 
hospitals. The National Cemetery at Keokuk established in 1862 
contains the burial plots of 770 men who died in the Army 
Hospitals. It is recorded that Dr. J. C. Hughes, professor of 
surgery, was in charge until August 31, 1862, after which Dr. 
H. K. Trylor was in charge for the remainder of the period. 

Dr. D, L. McGugin of Keokuk after return from active military 
service was in charge of the Leighton Hospital for the remainder 
of the war. | 

As the Medical College building was a part of the Army 
hospitals, it is assumed that increased facilities were offered 
for clinical teaching during this period. A branch of this Army 
Hospital group operated for a short period at Iowa City. An 
Army hospital was also established at Camp McClelland Daven- 
port, during the later years of the Civil War period, 


First Iowa Hospital for the Insane 


Of historical importance is the opening of the Hospital for the 
treatment of the insane at Mt. Pleasant in March 1861. This was 
the first in Iowa, and the second institution for the treatment 
of mental diseases established west of the Mississippi river, and 
indicates the progressive spirit of the medical profession at that 
early period. This hospital had its origin in an Act of the 5th 
General Assembly in the winter of 1855. In his message to the 
Assembly Governor James W. Grimes urged the need of an 
institution of the kind for the insane of the State. It appears 
that to the medical profession, with such leaders depres) oly 
McGugin, J. D. Elbert, Philip Harvey, E. 8S. Clark, A. M. 
McClure and J. M. Shaffer, is due a large share of the honor of 
the foundations of one of the most important of the benevolent 
institutions of the State, that reflects in a high degree the 
philantrophy of any people in any age. 

The above named physicians were all members of the first 
Board of Trustees of the institution. The cost of the original 
structure was around $500,000, and had a capacity for 350 
patients. 

The second Iowa hospital for the insane at Independence in 
Buchanan County, was begun in 1869 and opened on May 1, 
1873. The first superintendent was Dr. Albert Reynolds. 

The third State hospital for mental diseases was the: Clarinda 
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State Hospital, the corner stone being laid July 4, 1885, and 

opened for the admission of patients on December 13, 1888. 
The State Institution for the care of Feebleminded Children 

was opened for the admission of patients on September 4, 1876. 


GENERAL HOSPITALS 


The next record* of a small general hospital in Iowa is the following:- 
‘(In September 1868, a carload of emigrants reached East Des Moines. 
Many of them were sick, some with typhoid. Dr. A. G. Field was Health 
Officer of Des Moines, and with the help of public spirited citizens took 
steps to secure some form of hospital facilities for these people. A two 
story brick building on the East bank of the river was secured and a 
number of volunteers worked two days and nights cleaning and white- 
washing it. By Monday noon some stoves and other furnishings were 
provided, all the work so far, with the provisions, had been voluntary. The 
City Council was not receptive. Two of the emigrants died and as soon 
as the rest were well enough to be moved, this first hospital was closed. 
Father Brazil, of the Catholic church at that time, was much interested 
in the need for hospital accommodations, and was finally able to secure 
title to this plot of ground, which eventually became the site for Mercy 
Hospital, Des Moines, opened in 1894.”’ 


In 1867 the first group of Sisters of Mercy came to Iowa and 
settled in DeWitt. This branch of the Catholic church was to have 
a profound influence on the development in Iowa. Of the large 
number of hospitals founded by this Sisterhood, the first was 


Mercy Hospital at Davenport 


In the minutes of the Scott County Board of Supervisors, of October 13, 
1869, the following is recorded: ‘‘The Sisters of Mercy are willing to open 
an institution and include in their plans the care of the poor and insane 
of Scott County. The general purpose of the institution is to include every 
class of suffering, except contagion.’’ 


Arrangements were speedily completed, so that in November, 
five Sisters arrived in Davenport and took charge of renovating 
the barn-like structure, long vacant, in the northwest section of 
Davenport, and some two miles distant from the central portion 
of the City. The buildings were admirably located on a somewhat 
elevated piece of ground and commanded a fine view of the 
surrounding country. Forty acres of fine rolling land was con- 
nected with and belonged to the hospital. In the beginning there 
were only two buildings completed. A large brick building four 
stories high being devoted to the care and treatment of the 
general sick. This building contained about fifty beds. A little 
to the west and north of this building was a large frame building, 
three stories high. It was about three rods distant from the first 
names building and occupied by the insane. It accommodated 


*The First Hospital. A. G. Field, M.D., Des Moines. Journ, Ia. St. 
Med, Soc. May 1921, p 190. 
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from forty to fifty insane patients. There was in progress of 
erection (some little distance north of the main building) a 
hospital for the treatment of contagious diseases. 

On December 8, 1869, this small hospital with accommodations 
for twelve patients was formally opened. Records show that in 
the initial year, seventy-six patients were cared for. Up. to 1876* 
they had had 616 general patients, 108 insane and there had been 
60 operations. Separate wards for the insane women and 
men were provided. The charge for ward patients were $6.00 
per week, private rooms were $10.00 per week. Facilities soon 
grew inadequate, and a new unit was added, which p'an has 
been continued, as conditions warranted until the present. 

The Sisters had asked the cooperation of Dr. W. F. Peck in 
forming a medical board during the first week in December, 1869, 
so that it functioned immediately on the beginning of the hospital 
work. The original medical board was: 


President—Dr. D. C. Roundy. 

Secretary—Dr. A. 8S. Maxwell. 

Surgical Staff—Drs. W. F. Peck, W. W. Grant, C. Hoepfner, 
Jas. McCourtney. 

Medical Staff—Drs. Wm. D. Middleton, W. A. Hosford, D. C. 
Roundy, J. W. H. Baker, A. W. Cantwell. 

In 1871, it was found desirable to segregate the mental cases, 
accordingly, the St. John’s and St. Elizabeth’s psychiatric 
departments were organized. 

In 1873, cholera appeared over night in Davenport and over 
a hundred lives was the toll. A board of health was_ hastily 
organized, and Judge James Grant secured accommodations for 
an emergency isolation hospital. Within five hours the improvised 
hospital was filled and for the first time the question of who 
would care for the plague stricken came up. As it was said at 
the time, ‘‘We had the hospital, we had the sufferers, but where 
to find those willing to risk their lives in nursing them?’’ At 
this crisis, unannounced, three Sisters of Mercy Hospital stepped 
into the scene and quietly asked if they could be of service. 

In the pioneer days the Sisters who had received their training 
in Chicago did all the nursing. In the year 1895, the training 
School for nurses was opened. In 1919 a modern nurses home 
with all the facilities for instruction, recreation and good living 
accommodations was built. 


“History of Medicine in Iowa, D. 8. Fairchild, M.D., 1876. 
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Iowa City 


The next hospital development was at Iowa City. With the 
establishment in 1869 of a medical department at the State 
University at Iowa City, a new impetus was given to clinical 
teaching in a hospital. During the first three terms there were 
no hospital facilities connected with the medical school, but in 
the spring of 1873 the Board of Regents granted a request of 
the Medical Faculty to use the old Mechanics Academy*, a large 
building on South Linn Street standing in the midst of a square. 





Mechanics Academy—First Mercy Hospital, Iowa City, 1873-1886 


It was accordingly remodeled largely by funds from local 
subscriptions, placed under the conduct of the Sisters of Mercy 
who operated a hospital at Davenport, Iowa, and was formally 
opened on October 23, 1873. The capacity was about twenty beds, 
and it also ‘‘had a large and airy amphitheater capable of seating 
250 students.’’ The consulting and attending staffs comprised 
the members of the medical faculty. From the opening to March 
4, 1874, the close of the school year, it was estimated that some 
three hundred cases had been presented at the different clinics. 





*««The Mechanics Academy, established in 1842, was the first building 
in Iowa in which courses in higher education was given. Its cornerstone 
became the same for the first University Hospital built in 1898, and later 
was placed in the entrance hallway of the new Medical Laboratory building 
on the Westside campus. 
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This constituted the only hospital for clinical teaching until 
1886, when the Sisters of Mercy decided to build their own 
hospital in Iowa City with a capacity of 30 beds. By agreement 
the faculty were privileged to use the hospital for clinical patients, 
although the medical and surgical clinics were conducted in a 
frame building connected with the hospital. The older building 
was retained by Dr. J. C. Shrader for his private patients and the 
holding of clinics in obstetrics and diseases of women. 

Another decade was to pass before steps were taken to secure 
legislative appropriation for constructing a University Hospital 
directly connected with the medical department. In the meantime 
a Homeopathic medical department had been established at the 
State University by legislative action in 1875. In 1887 a committce 
of the Hahnemann Medical Society presented a plan to the 
Board of Regents for organization of a homeopathic hospital. The 
Faculty and Society to assume all financial obligations for the 
first year. With the aid of funds raised by a ‘Hospital Aid 
Society’? and ‘‘Hospital Association’’, a private residence was 
rented and furnished as a hospital for 12 beds. This was later 
moved to a University building in 1891, and in 1894 and 1895 
by legislative grant, a combined homeopathic hospital and medica! 
building was constructed which then passed under complete 
University control. 

Because of the pressing need for additional clinical facilities, 
the medical faculty on December 18, 1895, presented to the Board 
of Regents the need for a suitable hospital. In March, 1897, the 
Board of Regents authorized the expenditure of $55,000 for the 
construction of a new hospital. 

The cornerstone of the first University Hospital of the Medical 
Department located at Linn Street and Iowa Avenue, was laid 
by Dr. William D. Middleton, Dean of the Medical Faculty, 
and was formally opened January 11, 1898. Thus for the first 
time in nearly thirty years since the medical school was estab- 
lished, modern hospital facilities were available for clinical 
teaching; separate wards for medical and_ surgical patients, 
complete clinical laboratory equipment and opportunity for the 
study of patients at the bedside in the wards. 

A year later the University Hospital Training School for 
Nurses had its beginning. At the same time hospital internships 
were inaugurated at the University Hospital. 





380 ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF IOWA MEDICINE 





University Hospital, Iowa City, 1898 to 1928. 


Des Moines 


The next general hospital to be established was the Cottage 
Hospital of Des Moines in 1876. The Reverend J. Sanders Reed, 
Rector of the Episcopal Church was very active in the movement. 
This hospital was located on Fourth Street opposite the present 
site of Mercy Hospital. The first attending staff included Drs. 
Geo. P. Hanawalt, Chas. D. Rawson, W. H. Ward, A. G. Field, 
J. T. Priestley, Cox and Windle. The beginning was difficult, 
but a year later an event happened of great import to the new 
hospital. On August 29, 1877 occurred the ‘‘four mile railroad 
wreck’’ in which the P. T. Barnum Circus was involved. There 
were 17 casualties and 31 injured. The latter were cared for by 
Dr. Geo. P. Hanawalt at Cottage Hospital. Mr. Barnum was so 
appreciative of the excellent care administered the injured, that 
he gave a benefit performance and turned over the proceeds of 
$12,000 to Dr. Hanawalt for the use of Cottage Hospital. 

This hospital was the first to meet the needs of the Des Moines 
area, and continued until after the opening of Mercy Hospital in 
1894. 


Dubuque 
The next hospital to be established by the Sisterhood of Merey 
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was: St. Joseph Mercy Hospital at Dubuque in 1879. In the 
Same year the hospital entered into an agreement with the Federal 
Government to care for the U. S. Marines, which arrangement is 
still in force. The four story building completed in 1880 was 
considered the best building of its kind in the middle-west. 

In 1900 a School of Nursing was opened and during the follow- 
ing fifty years, about 1000 nurses have been trained in that 
institution. The original building was razed in 1921 to make way 
for a new fire-proof addition. In October 1945 ground was broken 
for a completely new building which was completed in 1947 , with 
a capacity of 408 beds. This structure is as fire-proof as modern 
engineering is able to produce, with a modern hospital equipment 
in every detail. 

Another significant development about this time in Dubuque 
was the establishment of Finley Hospital, This hospital was 
named after one of Iowa’s Pioneer physicians, Dr. John M. Finley, 
who came to Dubuque in 1836. He graduated at the Medical 
College of Ohio, and was a special student of Dr. Samuel D. 
Gross then Demonstrator of Anatomy, and later the eminent 
surgeon of Philadelphia. He did most of his practice on horse- 
back, and often went a distance of forty or fifty miles over 
trails to the scattered settlements of the interior. 

Doctor Finley had planned to build a hospital, and after his 
death in 1877, arrangements with hig estate made it possible to 
carry out this purpose. The will of his widow, upon her death 
in 1889, provided for leaving the residence property for hospital 
purposes. The Finley Hospital was incorporated Me DEun cyan: 
1890. A fund of $15,000 for equipment was raised by friends 
and the hospital was opened for patients a few months later. In 
1896 a further fund of $125,000 was raised by subseription, which 
formed the basis for the erection of the present modern hospital 
in 1914. 


Council Bluffs 


In the year 1887 Mercy Hospital was established at Council 
Bluffs, and in connection with it St. Bernard’s Hospital, specially 
designed for the care of nervous and mental diseases. Both in- 
stitutions have had a creditable growth and gained the highest 
professional approval. 

Also in 1887 there was established in Council Bluffs, the 





382 ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF IOWA MEDICINE 


Jennie Edmundson Memorial Hospital, built by Mr. J. D. 
Edmundson* in memory of his wife. This hospital has had a 
oradual growth to become one of the leading hospitals in the 
State. A new addition of 56 beds is planned for 1950. The prime 
movers in the hospital development of Council Bluffs were Dr. 
Donald MacCrae, Sr.,* and later his son Dr. Donald MacCrae, 
Jie 


Sioux City 


In Sioux City, another progressive city on the Western border, 
‘two active physicians had an equally prominent part in bringing 
hospitals to this community, Dr. William Jepson and Dr. John N. 
Warren. In 1887 Doctor Jepson made an appeal to the W.C.T.U. 
to convert a frame building owned- by the organization and used 
for indigents, into a hospital, primarily for the care of patients 
with typhoid fever, which was specially prevalent at the time. 
While the request was not granted, the W.C.T.U. did establish and 
open the Samaritan Hospital the following summer in 1888. 

At the same time another project was developing. In the 
summer of 1887, Dr. Jepson appealed to the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Hennessy of Dubuque, to countenance the effort and have the 
Sisters of Mercy of Dubuque establish a hospital at Sioux City. 
As his reply was supportive of the project, visits were made 
by Mother Superior Agatha, a site selected and the cornerstone 
of St. Joseph’s Merey Hospital was laid September 1890, and the 
hospital was ready for occupancy the following year. During 
this time active efforts had been made by the City and County 
authorities to establish a City Hospital in Sioux City. A stock 
company was formed, Capitalized at $10,000 to finance this new 
City Hospital. 

At the final meeting of organization Dr. William Jepson, 
supported by Dr. John N. Warren, proposed that the Sisters of 
Merey of Dubuque take charge of such a_ hospital; this was 
finally approved, and as a result St. Joseph’s Mercy Hospital 
was opened with the Sisters of Merey in charge. Thus within a 
few years this city was provided with two fine hospitals, where 
before it had no such facilities. 


*A prominent philanthropist of Council Bluffs and Des Moines. Donor of 
Des Moines Art Center, 1948. 

*President, Iowa State Medical Society 1889. 

**President, Iowa State Medical Society 1921. 
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St. Joseph’s Hospital was operated for the first twelve years 
by the Faculty of the Sioux City College of Medicine. It was 
one of the first instances where a closed staff was in charge 
of the hospital. 


Des Moines 


Mercy Hospital of Des Moines was an outgrowth of Mercy 
Hospital at Davenport. A number of Sisters of Mercy made 
several visits of investigation to Des Moines in 1891 and 1892 
in regard to establishing a hospital. On July 3, 1894 ground was 
broken at 4th and Ascension Streets, and the formal opening was 
held on April 23, 1895. 

The first attending staff included Doctors Kelleher, Shore, 
Van Werden, Cokenower, Wells and Schiltz; and a consulting staff 
of Drs. James T. Priestley, Lewis Schooler, D. W. Smouse, G. 
R. Hanawalt, E. H. Hazen and D. W. Finlayson. 

One of the original group of Sisters was Sister Mary Anthony 
who had the distinction of being one of Iowa’s first nurses to 
become registered, An East wing was added in 1900 and the West 
wing completed in 1916. In 1946 a beautiful nurses home was 
completed, vacating space in the general hospital for sixty addi- 
tional beds, so that the present capacity is 230 beds. 

The Cottage Hospital and the more complete Mercy Hospital 
provided the facilities for clinical teachings for the Iowa College 
of Physicians and Surgeons established in 1882, which became the 
medical department of Drake University in 1886. 

It was not until after the turn of the Century that additional 
hospital building on a large seale began to develop in Des Moines. 
Clinton 

The first hospital to be established in Clinton was the Agatha 
Hospital, later the Jane Lamb Hospital. 

The Agatha Hospital Association was incorporated April 12, 
1889, through the efforts of a number of ladies of Clinton. A site 
was purchased and the building thereon provided the necessary 
facilities for a hospital. A new structure was erected in 1900 ; 
improvements were further added in 1902, and in 1907 through 
the generosity of Mrs. Emma Lamb Young a fine nurses home 
was constructed. 

In 1913 this same benefactress made possible the construction 
of a second story addition to the hospital; a further addition was 
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built in 1919, at which it was proposed that the name Agatha 
Hospital be changed to the Jane Lamb Hospital in memory of 
her mother, which proposal was accepted. 

In 1922 a final addition was completed, enlarging the hospital 
to its present capacity. 

Merey Hospital. In 1889, an enterprising young cleric, Rev. 
James A. Murray was sent by the Dubuque diocese to establish 
a parish in the north part of Clinton. He stimulated the interest 
of the Catholic residents of the city in building a hospital. A 
residential property was acquired, and the St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital Association was formed in 1892. A devoted group of 
Sisters soon opened the hospital. 

One of the first patients was the owner of the St. Louis Hotel, 
Mr. Philip Thornton, and upon his death the widow donated all 
the beds and hospital furnishings to the hospital. 

In the meantime, the Order of St. Francis was active in estab- 
lishing some of the early hospitals in Iowa. 


Keokuk 

In the year 1886, the Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis 
at Peoria, Illinois, accepted an invitation to establish a hospital 
at Keokuk. The Faculty of the Keokuk Medical College assisted 
the Sisters in this project. The hospital, called St. Joseph’s was 
opened April 28, 1886, in a residence outside the City, but as 
this location proved to be so inconvenient for the students of 
the medical school, the Reverend J. Orth generously donated 
his property at the corner of 14th and Exchange Streets, and 
his substantial brick residence. Additions were completed and 
the new hospital was ready for occupancy on October 29, 1887. 

This hospital was used as a teaching institution by the Keokuk 
Medical College from 1890 to 1900, and by the two combined 
medical colleges of Keokuk from 1900 to 1908. 

About 1887 Mrs. Graham donated a building at the corner 
of 16th and Fulton Streets to be used for hospital purposes and 
this formed the first unit of the present Graham Hospital. 

Through the influence of Dr. Frank B. Dorsey, the Missionary 
Society of the First Methodist Church were prevailed upon to 
sponsor it. Doctor Dorsey also equipped the surgical operation 
room. 

This hospital was used by the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons for clinical teaching and after the merger of the two 
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medical schools in 1900 it was used for the teaching of obstetrics 
by Dr. Dorsey. 


Burlington 


The community . of Burlington early became interested in 
hospitals, and on May 1, 1882 St. Francis Hospital was opened 
by fitting up a large residence for that purpose. In 1887 a new 
building was constructed on Fifth Street, the present hospital 
site, to which further additions have been made. The original 
staff included Dr. G. R. Henry, a charter member of the State 
Medical Society, Drs. G. J. and: H. B. Ransom, J. C. Stone and 
Henry B. Young. 

The next hospital in Burlington was Merey Hospital established 
December 1893, and two years later the Burlington Protestant 


_ Hospital, August 1, 1895 was opened. 


Anamosa: 


The first hospital to be founded in Anamosa was the Prospect 
Park Sanitarium, April 6, 1893, but a year later it was taken 
over by the Sisters of Mercy of Cedar Rapids and since then has 
been known as Merey Hospital of Anamosa, having a capacity 
of 35 beds. 

Additions have been made since and it has been maintained 
as a well equipped hospital and served a most useful purpose. 


Davenport 


The second hospital to be established in Davenport was St. 
Luke’s Hospital in 18938, largely through the efforts of Dr. 
William L. Allen. 

In 1864 Bishop Lee, several ministers and lay members of the 
Episcopal Church became incorporated as trustees of the Towa 
Christian Home. The purpose of this institution was a temporary 
refuge for sick and needy persons irrespective of their religious 
belief. 

It was in 1893 that Dr. William L. Allen wrote to the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop William Stevens Perry, then president of the Board 
of Trustees of the Iowa Christian Home, asking that the reserve 
fund. accumulated by the Home be used to establish a hospital 
more centrally located than the existing Merey Hospital. This 
request was granted, a Hospital Board was organized and follow- 
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ing a successful local appeal for funds, St. Luke’s Hospital was 
opened on April 30, 1895. P 

While the first hospital only accommodated thirteen patients, 
an additional 38 beds was provided in 1903, a new building was 
constructed in 1918, when the present modern hospital of 100 
bed capacity was completed. In 1950 construction will begin on a 
large new addition. 


Ottumwa 


The Ottumwa Hospital was founded October 11, 1892 and 
incorporated about a month later as the Ottumwa Hospital 
Association, A residence property was rented from Dr. D. A. 
LaForee, who associated with Drs. W. B. and B. D. LaF orce, 
Dr. A. O. Williams and Phillpot, had operated it for a number 
of years as the Hawkeye Hospital. After certain preparations, | 
the Ottumwa Hospital was opened for the admission of patients 
on July 14, 1894. | 

Later the present site at the corner of College and Second 
Streets, was purchased, and a new building erected which was 
opened March 23, 1905. The Barnes Memorial addition was 
added in April 1909. 

Within the past two years funds have been obtained for build- 
ing a large modern Ottumwa Hospital, of which construction was 
begun early in 1950. It will be located on a new site in the 
eastern part of the city, and have a capacity of 133 beds. 


Creston 


A unique community hospital enterprise was developed in 
Union County when the Cottage Hospital at Creston was opened 
in October 1894. This was accomplished largely through the active 
efforts of a committee of three Creston physicians, Drs. B. N. 
Torrey, J. A. Rawls, and Frank E. Sampson,* of which the last 
named was the enthusiastic moving spirit. 

A Cottage Hospital Association was formed by leading citizens 
of the Community. The beginning was a modestly equipped 
hospital of five beds in a six room rented resident property. In 
1896 it moved into a home of its own, a two story building, to 
which subsequent additions were built. In that year a training 


*The only surviving member in 1950. 
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school for nurses was organized, and grew apace with the hospital. 
At the meeting of the State Medical Society in Creston, May, 
1895, great interest was manifested in this new hospital. 

Credit is given to Dr. Bierring of the Department of Pathology 
and Bacteriology at Iowa City for aiding in installing a clinical 
laboratory in the hospital; which was in charge of Dr. F. E. 
Sampson, and quite unusual for the period. 

The subsequent development of this hospital is interesting. In 
1904 the first brick addition was constructed, and in 1916 through 
the liberal contribution of Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Spaulding of 
Creston, a new central fireproof administration building and 
additional wing was constructed, In 1918 the Cottage Hospital 
Association was transferred, clear of debt, to the Greater Com- 
munity Hospital Association. Because of its broad community 
health program, it attracted the attention of hospital authorities 
throughout the country. In August 1922, Dr. John H. Vincent, 
President of the Rockefeller Foundation, New York City, visited 
the institution and highly commended its community program, 

A further change came in 1938 when the hospital was offered, 
again free of debt, to the people of Union County. This was 
approved at a general election, and it became the Union County 
Hospital, but retained its original name of Greater Community 
Hospital. 

Thus at the close of the first fifty years of medical society 
organization, hospitals equipped for providing good medical and 
surgical service, had been established in the cities of Keokuk, 
Burlington, Davenport, Clinton, Dubuque, Iowa City, Anamosa, 
Des Moines, Council Bluffs, Sioux City, and Creston. 


PERIOD OF 1900 TO 1950 


With the turn of the Century a new era in hospital develop- 
ment was inaugurated. Existing general hospitals were enlarged, 
and new hospitals constructed in most of the large cities. A large 
number of small private hospitals, mostly owned by physicians 
came into being. New State hospitals, and added facilities for the 
mentally ill, were developed, as well as for the care of tuberculosis. 

The University Hospitals at Iowa City underwent a remarkable 
development. The County hospital movement greatly stimulated 
community responsibility for the support of hospitals, and this 
was specially noted with the adoption of the County Hospital 
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Act in 1909, and the advent of Public Law 725, 1946. 

The gradual adoption of Listerism made hospitals necessary, 
as well as the increased hospitalization of obstetric cases. 

The newer diagnostic aids and special equipment required for 
medical and surgical treatment had greatly increased the cost 
of hospital care, and added to the medical economic problems of 
the day. 

A significant event during this period was the organization 
of the Iowa Hospital Association, June 1, 1929, which has 
distinctly influenced hospital standards and procedures. The 
first president was Robert E. Neff, Administrator, University 
Hospitals, Iowa City. 

As hospital facilities are more widely available, the hospital 
is destined to become more closely integrated with medical 
practice, and will also have an important part in the training of 
physicians, dentists, nurses, and other hospital personnel, 


Des Moines 


The opening of the Iowa Methodist Hospital, Des Moines, on 
January 1, 1901, ushered in a remarkable hospital development 
for that city and community. This was the first general hospital 
established by the Methodist churches in Towa, and had its 
beginning in the central building formerly the Callahan School 
for Girls, which was the nucleus around which the present plant 
was built. A west wing was added in 1905, and the large east 
wing was completed in 1912, at which time it had a capacity of 275 
beds. Later the central portion was completely renovated, to pro- 
vide for administrative offices, surgical operating suites, delivery 
rooms, and clinical and x-ray laboratories. Separate services were 
established for medicine, surgery and obstetrices. The hospital had 
one of the earliest complete clinical laboratories with a fulltime 
pathologist in charge. 

A complete x-ray department was established in 1940 by a 
eroup of friends of Dr. Thomas A. Burcham, the director. In 
1936 Dr. Oliver J. Fay presented his extensive medical library 
to the hospital, and after his death in June 1945, it was named 
the Oliver J. Fay Memorial Library. 

This was the first hospital in Iowa aside from the University 
Hospital at Iowa City, approved for residency training in the 
major clinical specialties. 
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In 1944 the Raymond Blank Memorial Hospital for Children, 
was affiliated with Iowa Methodist Hospital, and still further 
extended its facilities for clinical teaching. 

This hospital was donated to the people of Iowa by Mr. and 
Mrs. A. H. Blank of Des Moines, in memory of their son Raymond, 
who died at the age of 32 years in March 1943. Within a month 
after this tragic, event, Mr. Blank proposed to memoralize the 
life of his son by building the most modern hospital for children 
in the Mississippi Valley. It was the only children’s hospital 
built in the United States during wartime. Elaborate exercises 
attended the laying of the cornerstone of this Memorial Hospital 
on May 14, 1944, the stone being laid jointly by Mr. A. H. 
Blank and Dr. Walter L. Bierring. The hospital was dedicated 
and opened for service December 3, 1944, and its seventy beds 
were occupied during the first week. At the dedication exercises 
Dr. Oliver J. Fay presided, and addresses were made by 
Governor B. B. Hickenlooper, Doctor Bierring, Dr. Morris 
Fishbein of Chicago, who referred to the new hospital as ‘‘the 
realization of a pediatrician’s dream’’, A response was made on 
behalf of the donor by his son, Mr. Myron Blank. 

Within a year and a half, the hospital was found inadequate, 
and Mr. Blank promptly made ‘provision for adding 32 beds, 
bringing the hospital capacity to 112 beds. 

This hospital presents many unique features, among them being, 
that the panels in the recreation room, the convalescent ward, 
and the nurse’s corners were painted by the well known artist, 
Mr. Walt Disney. The attending and teaching staff comprises 
seven recognized pediatricians; six residents, and three interns. 

During the several epidemics of poliomyelitis this hospital 
rendered unusual service, having as many as 70 patients with this 
disease at one time. This hospital provides the most complete 
service for sick children as is possible anywhere. 

In 1949 construction was begun on a large eight story wing 
of the Iowa Methodist Hospital, including a separate pavilion 
of 25 beds for psychiatric patient, the first service of this kind 
to, be established in connection with a private general hospital in 
Towa. 

The next general hospital to be build in Des Moines was the 
Iowa Lutheran Hospital, which was opened for patients on March 
13, 1914. In 1917 a large nurse’s home was built, of which the 
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upper three floors were Teed for hospital purposes. 

In 1916 the Iowa Congregational Hospital was built at 
Fourteenth and Clark Streets at a cost of $80,000. In 1926 it was 
merged with the Iowa Lutheran Hospital, and after being used 
for about ten years as a maternity hospital, was then discontinued. 

In 1940 the Sister Kenny Cottage of 15 beds was built, to be 
used largely for patients with acute poliomyelitis. At the dedi- 
cation exercises July 1941, Sister Nurse Kenny from Minneapolis 
was present, and presented an interesting clinic demonstration on 
her methods of therapy in poliomyelitis. 

In 1949 ground was broken and construction aie for a new 
addition to the General hospital, which will provide a new 
surgical pavilion and increases the bed capacity by 75 beds. 


Broadlawns Polk County Hospital 


What is now known as Broadlawns Polk County General Hospi- 
tal had its beginning in the Drake Dispensary and Out-Patient 
department located at 406 Center Street, until 1913, when the 
Drake University, Iowa Medical School, was merged with the 
University of Iowa, College of Medicine. The medical building was 
purchased in 1915 by Drs. J. M. Griffin and F. E. Gutch of the 
United Mine Workers Hospital of Albia, and after remodelling it 
became known as the Iowa Industrial Hospital of Des Moines; the 
superintendent was Dr. J. M. Griffin. During World War I and 
until 1920, it became a city hospital, devoted largely to the treat- 
ment of venereal diseases. During the years 1921 to 1925, it was 
called the Samaritan Hospital, and was under the administration 
of the City of Des Moines. 

In September 1925 as agreement between County and City 
hospital interests was brought about, to operate the hospital under 
the County Hospital Law, 33rd G.A. 1909. As a result, a non- 
partisan board of trustees was elected by popular vote, and this 
agreement has prevailed ever since. An agreement or contract 
was entered into between the Board of Trustees and the Polk 
County Medical Society, by which this organization appoints the 
attending and consulting staffs and is responsible for the profes- 
sional care of patients in the hospital. 

The name Broadlawns was adopted for the General Hospital 
at 406 Center Street, and the new tuberculosis pavilion opened 
in April 1924 at Eighteenth and Sr. Joseph’s Streets. The con- 
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tagious disease hospital located at 14th and St. Joseph’s Streets 
was affiliated with the group at the same time. | 

In 1940 it was decided to move the Broadlawns General Hos- 
pital to the attractive site in north Des Moines, adjacent to the 
Tuberculosis pavilion at 18th and St. Joseph’s Streets. A bond 
issue of $500,000 was voted, a federal grant of $200,000 was 
secured through the Lanham Act and in 1943 the new Broadlawn 
General Hospital was opened with a capacity of 150 beds. Leading 
hospital authorities pronounced it ‘the ultimate’? in modern 
county hospital construction. A large out-patient department is 
one of the special features of this hospital. 

Thus Des Moines ig destined to become one of the largest 
hospital centers in Iowa. 


Cedar Rapids 


The first general hospital to be constructed in Cedar Rapids 
was Merey Hospital, which was opened December 31, 1903, 
although a hospital under that name of 15 beds had been operated 
in a private residence for three years. In fact a school of nursing 
had been opened in September 1900. This hospital has been 
gradually extended until at present it has a capacity of 250 
beds. A new nurse’s home was completed in 1944. 

There is an interesting story of the beginning of the first 
hospital in Cedar Rapids now known ag St. Luke’s Hospital way 
back in 1876 when a blind waif was found on the doorstep of a 
home in Cedar Rapids. The president of the B.C.R. & N. railroad 
Mr. Gerald Winslow, started a movement for an emergency 
hospital. Soon a house was rented in which a small hospital was 
started, but was greatly handicapped for funds. A few years 
later a second attempt was made to found a hospital, and the 
organization of the Hospital Association -was considered, but 
because of non-cooperation by the city, was not completed. A 
local minister in 1882 again ealled attention to the hospital needs 
of the city, and definite action resulted in the construction of a 
building at a cost of $12,000. This was under the control of 
Grace Church in Cedar Rapids. A training school for nurses was 
started in 1892. Ten years later, in 1902, a substantial addition 
to the hospital was built. 

It was not until the summer of 1922 that a transfer of St. 
Luke’s Hospital to the Upper Conference of the Methodist Church 
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was contemplated. The negotiations were completed, and St. 
Luke’s Hospital opened under its new management in October 
1922. One condition of the agreement was the erection of a new 
unit of 100 beds. The amount necessary, $275,000, was raised 
promptly by local subscriptions, and the unit completed by 
November 4, 1923. Since then it has operated under the sponsor- 
ship of the Upper Iowa Methodist Conference. Plans are now 
being completed for a large extension to St. Luke’s Hospital 
in 1950, increasing its capacity by 150 beds. 


Centerville 


The first hospital in Appanoose County had its beginning in 
1902, when a group of citizens decided to raise a fund for the 
construction of a hospital in Centerville, the county seat. The 
site was purchased, a frame building was moved to this site, and 
joined to an original frame structure, and thus through remodel- 
ing and some reconstruction the Centerville Hospital was created 
with a capacity for fifteen beds. 

This hospital was operated very effectively under a management 
of local physicians until Mareh 1, 1910, when the hospital was 
transferred to the Sisters of Merey of Council Bluffs, when it 
beeame known as St. Joseph’s Merey Hospital. 

Some of the more active physicians who contributed to the 
development of the hospital during its early years were Doctors 
N. W. Labough, W. B. Miller, J. L. Sawyers, W. W. Syp, E. E, 
Bamford, C. P. Bowen, C. S. Hickman, E. E, Heaton, W. A. 
Harris, C. S. James, and C. P. Tillmont. 

In 1910 a new addition provided a 25 bed capacity and on 
November 18, 1916, the new and present brick structure was 
opened, with a capacity of 46 beds and 12 bassinets, and with 
its complete equipment began to fulfill the purpose of a modern 
hospital. 


Marshalltown 
Soon after the turn of the century, two small hospitals were 
established in Marshalltown, the Ida Stevens Hospital for ob- 
stetrics, and the Singleton Hospital for eye, ear, nose and throat 
diseases. 
The first large general hospital was completed in 1903, by the 
Sisters of Mercy, and called the St. Thomas Mercy . Hospital, 
opening with a capacity of 102 beds. 
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Active efforts to develop a second large general hospital in 
Marshalltown began in 1913, by the Reverend Karl Rest. of the 
Evangelical Church of Peace, who organized the Evangelical 
Deaconess Society. A site was purchased at the corner of Main 
Street and Third Avenue. The hospital building progressed 


rapidly and the Evaneelical Deaconess Hospital was opened 
PeWriaryentes 1914. —In--1916 another wing was added, and in 


April 1926 a $200,000 addition was completed, and thus providing 
for the community of Marshalltown two large modern general 
hospitals. 


Waverly 


The beginning of hospital interest in this area was the pre- 
paration of a private residence in Waverly in 1899 by Miss Nana 
Colby for hospital purposes. In this small hospital Dr. Sparks, 
the father of Dr. F. R, Sparks, performed the first surgical 
operation in Bremer County. Miss Colby left Waverly in 1901, 
and her hospital was discontinued, and this community was with- 
out hospital facilities until 1904 when the Sisters of Merey of. 
Dubuque were prevailed upon to establish a hospital in Waverly. 
_ At this time there was no general hospital within a range of 
40 to 50 miles, not even in Waterloo, a much larger city, twenty 
miles distant. Fortunately a wealthy eitizen, Mr. Abraham 
Slimmer, gave his fine residence in which to start the hospital, 
and so Merey Hospital of Waverly was opened August 28, 1904. 
The active physicians in promoting this enterprise were Drs. Wm. 
A. Rohlf, L. C..Kern, and G. H. Graening. Later additions were 
built, making this hospital one of the most complete institutions 


of its size in the state. 
The governing professional staff comprised the eight or ten 


practicing physicians in Waverly, although the physicians in the 
surrounding towns were granted the privileges of the hospital at 
all times. 

It was in this hopital that the interesting annual Dr. Rohlf 
Birthday Cinies were held each January 5th for twenty-five 
years before his untimely death on Feb. 17, 1941. These were 
well prepared post-graduate programs, and often attracted from 
75 to 100 practicing physicians throughout northeast Iowa. 


Cherokee 


The first general hospital to be established in Northwest Iowa 
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after Sioux City, was in Cherokee where in 1904 Doctors Edward > 
and Freeman Hornibrook opened an 8 bed hospital, which was 
well equipped, and offered very good hospital facilities for that 
period. ; 

In 1914 Dr. P. B. Cleaves opened a second small hospital of 
8 beds, but even with the Hornibrook Hospital, the hospital needs 
of the community were not fully met, and in April 1916 the — 
Sioux Valley Hospital Association was organized, and steps taken 
to construct a Cherokee County Hospital under the County 
Hospital Act. On July 23, 1916* impressive ceremonies marked 
the laying of the new cornerstone of the Cherokee County Hospital 
at Cherokee under the name, Sioux Valley Hospital. The corner- 
stone was laid by Dr. Edward Hornibrook, and an address pre- 
sented by Dr. E. E. Munger of Spencer—the father of the County 
Hospital Act. This hospital has been operated under a non-profit 
hospital association, and it has been unusually successful. During 
the following thirty-two years, the hospital has become free of 
debt, and has saved from income about $100,000 and has a per- 
manent endowment of $75,000. 

Bids for remodeling the old building and construction of a new 
addition were opened on July 21, 1949, with $400,000 of local 
funds and a grant of $200,000 from Federal funds provided by 
the Hospital Survey and Construction Act. The completed hospital 
will have a capacity of 85 beds. As a community accomplishment 
it is deserving of great credit. 

Fort Dodge 


The first hospital in Webster County was built in the Fort 
(Fort Dodge) in 1850, being managed by the Army doctor, Dr. 
Charles Keeny. After he left in 1853 there was no hospital in 
Fort Dodge for more than forty years. 

A group of physicians led by Dr. H. E. Ristine established a 
small hospital for a few years, but was discontinued because of 
lack of patronage. 

In 1899 Miss Wing and Mrs. Thompson started a private 
hospital and conducted it successfully for two years, when Miss 
Wing died. 

While these hospitals were hospitals in name only, they supplied 
the needs for that time. | 

Notwithstanding the lethargy of the people of Fort Dodge on 
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the need of a hospital, a proposal from the Sisters of Mercy of 
Dubuque was obtained. After the community met the required 
conditions, the hospital was constructed and opened in 1908. This 
first hospital had no elevator, clinical laboratory or x-ray equip- 
ment. Within 15 years this equipment and a new large addition 
was completed to its present capacity of 120 beds. 

About 1925 the Lutherans in Fort Dodge and community started 
a campaign to raise funds for a hospital, After six years of 
effort, the necessary funds were obtained, and the Lutheran 
Hospital of Fort Dodge was opened in 1932. This hospital started 
with facilities for 120 patients, with well-equipped clinical 
laboratory and x-ray departments. 

Fort Dodge has become the medical and surgical center of a 
large area, and the dreams of a few progressive physicians of 
forty years ago have been realized. 


Mason City 

The first hospital to be established in Mason City was. Park 
Hospital in 1909. It was founded by a group of physicians who 
had their consultation offices in the hospital, and each member 
of the group was in charge of a special service, such as medicine, 
surgery, obstetrics, eye, ear, nose and throat, ete. The hospital 
capacity 1s now 56 beds and 15 bassinets. It was the first example 
of group practice in the State. During a period of five years 
before World War I, Dr. Evarts A. Graham* was chief of the 
surgical service and carried out the first laboratory investigations 
which led later to the discovery of the Graham-Cole test, so 
widely used in the x-ray diagnosis of gall bladder disease. 

The second hospital in Mason City was the St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital, established by the Sisters of Merey in 1915, which now 
has a capacity of 200 beds plus bassinets. This is one of the 
largest general hospitals in northern Towa. 


McGregor 
For a period of 48 years a small hospital, called the McGregor 
Hospital, of 15 beds operated by local physicians, has success- 
fully met the hospital needs of McGregor -and surrounding com- 
munity in northeast Iowa. It had its beginning in 1902 when 
the town acquired an old building which was given over to Drs. 


“Professor of Surgery, Washington University School of Medicine, St. 


Louis. ‘ 
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H. H. and A. M. Clark who at an expense of $20,000 remodeled 
and equipped two floors for a hospital. In 1924 on the retirement 
of Dr. H. H. Clark after 50 years of practice in McGregor, dur- 
ing which time he served three terms on the State Board of 
Health, the hospital was sold to Dr. E. C. Meggers. 

During the past years the hospital has been organized as a 
community hospital, with plans that are progressing rapidly 
to construct a modern hospital within the near future. 


Ottumwa 


The second hospital to be developed in Ottumwa is St. Joseph 
Hospital, which was opened in 1914. The beginning of this hospital 
extends back into the last century. 

In the late seventies, eight Sisters of the Humility of Mary 
came to Ottumwa as teachers in a parochial school. At this time 
city officials offered to build a small hospital and the Sisters 
consented to staff it and thus served the sick of the city until 
1890. 

In 1914, a former school building was remodeled and trans- 
formed into what was conceded at that time, to be a modern and 
adequately appointed hospital. 

After operating for ten years, in 1926 the present modern, 
fireproof 125 bed hospital was ready for occupancy. The medical 
staff was formally organized in November, 1925, with the late 
Dr. John F. Herrick as the first president. : 

The present hospital has the added facility of an ambulatory hospital 
through a fully equipped ambulance, which can, be sent under hospital 
supervision and accompanied by a nurse and a doctor, to any accident 
scene, emergency, disaster or calamity of any kind where such equipment as 
blood plasma, blood transfusion, or oxygen is of immediate demand to 
save the life of a patient. When removal of the patient is considered 


inadvisable, this portable hospital will come to the patient’s door and 
administer hospital care. 


Decorah 


In 1913, William H. Smith, a native of England who had come 
to Winneshiek County in an early day and located on a farm 
north of Decorah, offered to contribute $10,000 toward the con- 
struction of a hospital provided the citizens of Decorah raised 
an additional $15,000. The challenge was accepted, the money was 
raised and the hospital was completed in 1914. 

A. self-perpetuating board of managers was formed, and the 


Mi 
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hospital was conducted by the board for several years. A few 
years later, the hospital was leased to the Lutheran Hospital 
association of Decorah, and has since been operated by that 
association, The management board has continued to function in 
other capacities. 

In 1932 an addition was constructed at a cost of approximately 
$55,000. By 1945 demands on the hospital indicated still more 
rooms were needed, and $35,000 was invested in a second addition. 
It is now a 52 bed hospital, with complete modern equipment. 

When the hospital was first opened, Dr. J. R. Guthrie of 
Dubuque was secured as Chief Surgeon, with all the physicians 
of Winneshiek County on the staff. With the passing of Dr. 
Guthrie, the staff was reorganized, a chief of staff being selected 
from the staff group. Of the original staff, Dr. F. A. Hennessy 
of Calmar and Dr. J. D. Hexon of Decorah are all that remain. 

The fact that Decorah Hospital has been, over a considerable 
period of years, an accredited institution indicates the character 
of service rendered therein. 


Sioux City 


The Methodist Hospital was established in Sioux City as a 
result of the Northwest Iowa Conference, being offered the 
property known as the St. John’s Hospital, located at 14th and 
Jones Street in Sioux City, Iowa, by the owner, Dr. William 
Jepson, provided the Methodist Episcopal Church would estab- 
lish and promote the building of an outstanding Protestant 
Hospital in this city. This offer was made at the session of the 
Northwest Iowa Conference held in Sioux City, October 16, 1919. 

A committee of nine were appointed to consider the oift. Under 
this resolution Bishop Homer ©. Sturtz of the Omaha area 
entered into covenants with the donor of afore-mentioned pro- 
perty and proceeded to incorporate, and a Board of Trustees to 
raise the fund for refurnishing the Hospital was appointed. 

Later the Committee on Correlation of Conference interests 
reported: 

(a) that as a conference we undertake the task on the ‘New Day of 


Ministering to the Sick’, and that we have a hospital policy broad enough 
to meet the needs of our people in all sections of our conference. 

(b) That we endorse the acceptance of the St. John’s Hospital located 
at 14th and Jones Street, Sioux City, Iowa. 

(c) We favor a movement, having for its objective, building with a 
capacity of at least 250 beds. 
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On October 20, 1920, the Hospital began operations in the St. 
John’s Hospital Building, and its activities were carried on there 
until February 1, 1924, when the Samaritan Hospital property 
at 17th and Pierce Street was used until December 1, 1925. In 
the meantime funds had been provided for the erection and 
equipment of its new hospital upon property which had been 
secured at 29th and Douglas Streets and on October 20, the 
cornerstone was laid and on November 29, 1925, the Hospital 
was completed at a cost of $418,000 and was dedicated and 
immediately opened for the reception of patients. 

The Hospital with a capacity of 125 beds is modern and com- 
plete in every detail. It has five operating rooms, equipped 
according to the highest standards. Its Clinical Laboratory and 
X-ray Department has the latest equipment. 

The Lutheran General Hospital was organized in 1901 by a 
number of individuals and congregations of the churches in 
Sioux City. They formed a Hospital Association which purchased 
a frame building on 27th between Pierce and Nebraska Streets 
which had been used for some time as a private hospital. 

Dr. John Herman donated a site adjoining the original build- 
ing and the following year a two story addition was completed. In 
1920 a three-story addition was completed. In 1925 additions 
were erected, with a capacity of 100 beds, modern in every 
detail. 

The St. Vincent’s Hospital is under the management of the 
Benedictine Sisters, and was founded in 1907. It commenced 
operation in a building on the corner of Seventh and Pierce 
Streets, with a capacity of fifty beds. In 1917 they erected a 
new fireproof modern building at 7th and Jones Streets with a 
capacity of 130 beds. The hospital is fully equipped with labora- 
tories and four modern operating rooms. 


Muscatine 


Hershey hospital was provided by a bequest of Miss Myra 
Hershey in memory of her father, Benjamin, in 1902. This 
hospital is independent and depends entirely upon fees of 
patients for its support. A training school was immediately opened 
and continued for 29 years. In 1930 a modern nursery, a new 
laboratory and x-ray equipment was added. The hospital is 
under the control of a board of physicians. 
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The Bellevue Hospital of Muscatine was established in 1906, 

and now has a capacity of 35 beds. | 
A strong community effort is being made to develop a large 

modern hospital to take over the two existing institutions. 


Vinton 


Upon the death of Mrs. Virginia Gay, long a resident of 


_ Vinton, a bequest of $50,000 was left to establish the Virginia 


Gay Hospital under the management of a Board of Regents. The 
funds were insufficient for constructing a suitable building, so a 
three story building was remodeled for hospital purpose. The 
structure was not satisfactory, and because of financial difficul- 
ties, the hospital was discontinued January 1, 1926. After a 
successful appeal for local funds, the hospital was again reopened 
September 14, 1927. 

At this time occurred the death of the president of the Board 
of Regents, Dr. C. C. Griffin, one of the pioneer Vinton physi- 
cians, who had always had a keen interest in the affairs of the 
hospital, and in his will left $100,000 to the City of Vinton in 
trust, the income of which to be used for the maintenance and 
support of the Virginia Gay hospital. 

Through the supplemental income from both the Gay and 
Griffin funds, the hospital again became self-sustaining. 

At the present time plans are being completed for the con- 
struction of an addition of 36 beds. 


SECTARIAN HOSpPrraLs 


The Sisterhoods of St. Francis and Mercy and other religious 
organizations, continued to build new hospitals in Iowa. 
The Sacred Heart Hospital of Ft. Madison was opened in 


1912, and now has a capacity of 72 beds. 


St. Francis Hospital of Waterloo was opened in 1912; in 1941 
a pavilion of 32 beds was added and the present capacity is 125 
beds. 

St. Francis Hospital of Grinnell was established in 1919 and 
has a capacity of 35 beds. 

Sacred Heart Hospital of Le Mars was established in 1923, with 
a capacity of 30 beds. In 1931 by new construction the number 
was increased to 50 beds. 

St. Anthony Hospital of Carroll was opened in 1905 by the 
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order of Franciscan Sisters and fulfilled a great hospital need 
for that part of the State. Additional wings were constructed in 
1918, 1922 and 1931, and the present capacity is 130 beds. | 

The Missionary Sisters, Servants of the Holy Ghost Convent of 
Illinois, constructed St. Joseph Hospital in 1917 at New Hampton. 
The present capacity is 52 beds. 

The Sisters of Mercy of Dubuque constructed and opened St. 
Joseph’s Hospital’ at Cresco in 1910 with a capacity of 28 beds. | 

The St. Joseph’s Hospital at Mason City established in 1915, 
has previously been referred to. 

Mercy Hospital at Oelwein was established in 1926 with a 
capacity of 36 beds. 

Merey Hospital at Iowa City has grown from its modest 
beginning of seventy-five years ago, to a large modern hospital 
of over 200 beds. The new addition completed in 1949 is parti- 
cularly noteworthy in providing unusual facilities for celinical 
laboratory service, special consulting and operating rooms for 
the members of the professional staff. 

For a number of years a small hospital had been operated in 
Algona, but it was not until early in 1948 that the community 
became active in considering the building of a modern hospital. 
This was finally undertaken by the Sisters of Merey, and on 
October 3, 1949 the St. Ann Hospital was dedicated. It is well 
equipped in every way, and will fill a long felt community need 
for modern hospital service. 

The Presbyterian Hospital was established in Waterloo in 1905, 
which with gradual additions has developed to its present capa- 
city of 46 beds, and 10 bassinets. In 1949 it was decided to dis- 
continue this hospital, when the new Schoitz Memorial Hospital 
is completed. 

St. Francis Hospital. In 1907 the city of Waterloo requested 
the Franciscan Sisters of St. Louis, Mo., to open a hospital in 
Waterloo; the city promised to furnish $30,000 and give acres 
of land toward the realization of the project. On the strength 
of this, the sisters purchased a site for the hospital — five acres, 
plus many more for which they themselves paid. The cornerstone 
was laid on May 20, 1911, with appropriate ceremonies. Dedi- 
cation took place on December 4, 1912. The medical staff was 
formally organized on July 22, 1920, and the first officers were: 
Dr. T. U. MeManus, President; Dr. E. H. Hartman, vice presi- 
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dent and chief of medicine; Dr. J. E. O’Keefe, secretary-treasurer 
and chief of surgery. At that time Dr. Joseph W. Rountree was 
the roentgenologist, Dr. W. T. Cluney the pathologist, and Dr. 
Harry Brown the chief anesthetist. The first X-ray machine was 
installed in 1914 by Drs. J. E. O’Keefe and A. A. Hoffmann, 
who operated it the first two years, then sold it to the Waterloo 
Medical Society, who placed it in charge of Dr. Connelly. In 
about 1917 the hospital purchased it and placed it under the 
charge of Dr. Joseph Rountree. A room for deep therapy was 
arranged in 1941, but it was not until 1946 that the deep therapy 
machine from Dr. John Kastle’s office was transferred to the 
hospital. The physical therapy department at present under the 
charge of the x-ray technician, was opened in 1926. The present 
bed capacity is 125. 

This hospital has been gradually enlarged to its present capa- 
city, and its equipment is modern in every respect. 

The Lutheran hospital Association of Hampton founded the 
Lutheran Hospital in that city in 1915. It is staffed by local 
physicians, who with a few exceptions have their consulting and 
examining offices in the hospital. The present capacity is 48 
beds. | 

The King’s Daughters of Iowa established a hospital at Perry 
in 1916 with a capacity of 35 beds. : 


Memoriau Hosprrats 


A number of hospitals were built as the result of special 
bequests or as memorials to leaders in the community. 


Waterloo 


The Allen Memorial Hospital was openedatinnel 925 swith aa 
capacity of 50 beds. This hospital was built by the late Henry B. 
Allen, one of the leading citizens of Waterloo in memory of his 
wife. In 1928, 25 additional beds were provided and this has 
gradually been increased to the present capacity of 110 beds, The 
donor who died in California a few years ago, left a large bequest 
to the hospital, which will permit further construction and en- 
largement of its facilities. 

In September 1948, Allen Memorial Hospital was the recipient 
of a $1,000,000.00 bequest from the estate of John E. &. Heath, 
son-in-law of the Allens who founded the hospital. Although Mr. 
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Heath left Waterloo 46 years ago, he never forgot the city where 
he began his humble rise to fortune. The million dollar bequest 
wrote an end to a family saga of philanthropy that began more ~ 
than 25 years ago. It is estimated that with the original gift of 
land and cash, and various large cash gifts during the years, 
the total amount that the hospital has received from the Allen and 
Heath estates will approximate close to a million and a half 
dollars. 

The Schoitz Memorial Hospital, through the beneficience of a 
leading citizen and manufacturer of Waterloo, Mr. Otto A. 
Schoitz, is under construction, with a proposed capacity of 120 
beds. This hospital is built by the donor in memory of his wife. 


Cedar Falls 


In November, 1912, Joseph Sartori gave to the City of Cedar 
Falls, the sum of $30,000 to be used in building a hospital. His 
son, Joseph F. Sartori agreed to give $1,000 a year for 20 years 
for maintenance and operating expenses. The new hospital was 
to be named the Theresa Sartori Hospital in memory of Mrs. 
Sartori, Six acres of land were purchased, with money subscribed 
by public spirited citizens. It was dedicated as a $50,000 hospital 
with a capacity of 20 beds in February 1915, and named the 
Sartori Memorial Hospital, in honor of Joseph F. Sartori’s 
parents. In 1924, Joseph F. Sartori. now in California, gave 
$15,000 to build a nurses home, and in 1928, a new addition 
was built at a cost of $25,000, partly given by Mr. Sartori and 
an equal sum raised locally. The present capacity is 44 beds. 


Shenandoah 


The Hand Memorial Hospital at Shenandoah was financed 
and completed in September, 1918, by a bequest from the Henry 
and Catherine Hand estate. It is managed by a board of trustees. 
In the beginning there were 30 beds, and a small wing was 
added in 1939, making a total capacity of 40 beds. 

A strong community effort has been made during the past year 
to collect local funds and enlarge the hospital. 


Newton 


The Mary Francis Skiff Memorial Hospital at Newton was 
erected and opened for patients in 1920. It is well equipped, and 
has a capacity of 56 beds, 


Bt 
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Boone 


The Eleanor Moore Memorial Hospital was established in 1900 
by Mr. Samuel Logan Moore, a banker, in memory of his wife. This 
hospital had a capacity of 35 beds, and was a well equipped 
hospital for its period. It was completely destroyed by fire on 
July 23, 1925, and was not rebuilt. It was replaced by the Boone 
County Hospital. 

Monticello 


The John McDonald Hospital at Monticello made possible by 
a bequest in a will of John McDonald of Center Junction, who 
died January 21, 1914. The hospital was opened for patients 
September 5, 1917, with a capacity of 35 beds, being modern 
in every respect. The original cost was. $100,000. Since then 
several substantial donations and gifts amounting to $60,000 
permitted additional construction, so that the present capacity is 
54 beds. Each private room is equipped with a radio, 


Ames 


The Mary Greely Hospital at Ames was erected by Captain 
W. M. Greeley as a memorial to’ his wife, Mary Greeley, at a 
cost of approximately $80,000 for a 40 bed hospital. It was 
opened for patients on August 21, 1916. The property was deeded 
to the City of Ames, and since then has been under City manage- 
ment, supported by a City tax levy of 3 mills. In 1939 a bond 
issue of $60,000 was voted and thus with a P.W.A. grant of 
$68,000 permitted the building of a new wing, and increased 
the capacity of 75 beds. 


Waterloo 


The Allen Memorial Hospital at Waterloo was opened for 
patients in 1925 with a capacity of 50 beds. In 1928 the capacity 
was increased to 80 beds. 


Red Oak 


The first hospital in Red Oak was established in 1907 by four 
physicians, Drs. Gillmor, Lawrence, Seabloom and Reilly, in a 
building where later the Murphy Memorial Hospital had _ its 
beginning in 1931. The City Council of Red Oak in February 
20, 1931 accepted the bequests of Thos. D. Murphy and Ina C. 
Murphy, amounting to $50,000, and the Murphy Memorial 
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Hospital was opened in the Gillmor building, which had been 
previously operated as a hospital. In 1941 a new hospital was 
constructed, made possible by a cift of $25,000 from Oscar and 
Margaret Shepard, and a community contribution of $18,000, 
which was occupied on March 17, 1942. 

As the result of a local fund raising campaign a new addition 
was constructed in 1949 supplemented by a Federal hospital 
erant, bringing the present capacity to 50 beds. This hospital 
is the first to be completed in Iowa under the provisions of 
Public Law 725. Impressive ceremonies marked the dedication of 
the completed Murphy Memorial Hospital, on January LZ Too: 
The hospital has been under the efficient administration of Miss 
Sophie Pieper, R.N. since the beginning. This institution is a 
fine testimony of the philanthropic spirit of the donors, and the 
loyal cooperation of the attending physicians, dentists and nurses. 


CoMMUNITY AND Crty HOSPITALS 


The Grinnell Community Hospital was erected in 1918 with 
40 beds and 13 bassinets. The staff comprises the practicing 
physicians in Grinnell. 

The People’s Hospital of Independence was erected in 1920 
with a capacity of 20 beds as a result of the combined efforts 
of the business men of the city and surrounding community. In 
1930 Miss Arabella McKenzie and her brother, made a donation 
of $15,000 for the purpose of building an addition for convales- 
eents and children. In 1941 the American Legion sponsored a 
drive for the purchase of a respirator and other special equip- 
ment. On June 1, 1949 a contract was let for an addition to the 
hospital, which will increase the capacity to 50 beds. 

The Atlantic Memorial Hospital was established in 1916 with a 
capacity of 46 beds. During the year 1950 it is expected to build 
a large addition to this hospital 

The Clarinda Municipal Hospital was built in 1989 with a 
capacity of 40 beds, built by the City at a cost of $150,000. It 
was increased to 56 beds in 1941. 

The Emmetsbure Hospital was established in 1937. It is a 
non-profit organization operated by a board, the members of 
which are elected every three years and serve without pay. The 
staff includes the members of the Palo Alto County Medical 
Society. The present capacity is 25 beds. 
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The Cedar Valley Hospital of Charles City was established 
in 1914, and now has a capacity of 60 beds. It is under the 
management of the city of Charles City. 

The Spencer Muncipal Hospital was erected in 1935 and is 
under City management. The present capacity is 26 beds, but a 
large addition is planned by 1950, through a bond issue plus 
local and Federal funds. 

The West Union Community Hospital was erected about 1901 
and is under City management, The present capacity is 16 beds. 
Plans are being developed for erecting a new addition in the 
near future. 


THe New UNIversiry HOsprra.s 


The University Hospitals at Iowa City have had a remarkable 
extension since the turn of the Century. The first addition to 
be build to the first University Hospital on Towa Avenue, was 
the Southeast wing in 1907; the Northeast wing in 1913; and 
the Northwest wing in 1914. At this time the general hospital 
had a capacity of 240 beds. In 1915 the first extension to the 
University Hospital group on the West side of the Iowa. river, 
was the building of a special hospital for crippled children. This 
hospital was placed under the direction of Dr. Arthur Steindler, 
Professor of Orthopedic Surgery, and opened with a capacity 
of 60 beds, to which a further addition of 25 beds was made in 
1924. 


In 1915 the Perkins Law was enacted, which provided for the 
committment of crippled children to the hospital at Iowa City, 
the cost of hospital care being assumed by the counties from 
which the patients were committed. This law Was expanded in 
1919 to include adult patients under the Haskell-Klaus law. 


To the group on the West side was added the Children’s 
Hospital in 1919 (with further addition in 1925 and the psycho- 
pathic Hospital in 1921 of 60 beds. In 19929 the Rockefeller 
Foundation became interested in the further development of the 
College of Medicine, and proposed a contribution of $2,250,000 if 
a like amount would be appropriated by the State of Iowa. This 
proposition received favorable action by the 40th General Assem- 
bly, in the form of a five year annual appropriation of $450,000 ; 
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plans were adopted for a large general hospital of 900 bed capa- 
city, and a medical laboratory building to be constructed on the 
West side adjacent to the special hospitals previously constructed. 
As soon as completed, the University Hospital on Iowa Avenue 
was to be used for other University purposes. 


The dedication ceremonies of the present University Hospital 
and Laboratory building occurred on November 15, 16, 17, 1928. 
These exercises were attended by Presidents of American univer- 
sities, distinguished medical educators from the leading medical 
schools of Canada, the United States, England, Scotland and 
China and representatives from special societies and professional 
organizations. The principal. addresses were presented by Dr. 
John H. Vincent of the Rockefeller Foundation; Dr. Ray Lyman 
Wilbur, President of Stanford University, and on behalf of the 
College of Medicine by Dr. Henry S. Houghton, the new Dean of 
the Medical School. This completed a university hospital teaching 
unit comparable to the leading medical institutions in America. 





University Hospital, Iowa City, 1928. 


Tubereulosis Sanatorium at Oakdale: 


This special hospital was placed under the supervision of the 
State Board of Education by action of the 52nd General Assem- 


a 


HOSPITALS IN IOWA 407 


bly in 1947, and became a part of the University Hospital 
system July 1, 1947. It previously was under the control of the 
State Board of Control, and was authorized by legislative action 
in 1906, and constructed on a 250 acre farm at Oakdale, Johnson 
County, 6 miles northwest of Iowa City. It was opened for 
patients on February 1, 1908. The first Superintendent was Dr. 
H. E. Kirschner, who was succeeded in 1911 by Dr. H. W. 
Scarborough. He resigned in 1930 and was followed by Dr E. A. 
Edwards, who was killed in an auto accident in 1936. Dr. John 
H. Peck of Des Moines served from 1937, until his death in 
1942, when Dr. William M. Spear became superintendent. 


The first hospital pavilion was added in 1914, and with further 
additions the capacity has been increased to 450 patients. 


This hospital has an important function in the clinical teaching 
of tuberculosis. 





Oakdale Sanatorium 


SMALL PRIVATE Hosprra LS 


Soon after the beginning of this Century, here and there, a 
doctor would fix up a house where he could care for his own 
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patients, and these came to be called private hospitals. This of 
course often was only board and room. About the only advantage 
was that the doctor didn’t need to travel in the mud. 

These private hospitals were usually established in rural counties 
and enabled capable men to deliver a much higher grade of 
medical service than they had been doing in the homes. Not 
infrequently they were the fore-runners of either county or other 
general hospitals. In these small hospitals, doctors have been 
trained to be more careful, self-reliant, better doctors, and the 
service they have rendered has usually been of high order. 

The following is a list of small private hospitals established in 
Towa since 1900. 


Hartley, O’Brien County 


Hanps Hosprrat founded by Dr. W. C. Hand in 1908, capacity 14 beds. 
Present owners J. ©. Peterson, M.D. and CG. E. Radcliffe, M.D. 


Hull, Sioux County 
Hurt Hosprrat, established by Dr. G. Maris in 1920, with a capacity of 
15 beds. 


Hamburg, Fremont County 
HamBure Hospiran, capacity 28 beds, established in 1921, owner R. ©. 


Danly, M.D. 
State Center, Marshall County 


Woops Hospiran, capacity 5 beds, established by Dr. A. D. Woods in 


1918. 
Sigourney, Keokuk County 


SIGOURNEY HospiTaL, capacity 20 beds, established by Dr. William 
Phannebecker and Dr. C. L. Heald in 1921, and now owned by Dr. Heald. 
Pleasantville, Marion County 
PLEASANTVILLE Hosprran, capacity 9 beds, established in 1925, owned by 
Dr. E. P. Bell. Community HOSPITAL, capacity 11 beds, owned and estab- 

lished by Dr. G. Burbank, M.D. in 1936. 
Belle Plaine, Benton County 
Corn Beit HospiraL, capacity 9 beds, established by Don H. Newland 


M.D., in 1920. 
Orange City, Sioux County 


Doornick HospitaL, capacity 14 beds; established by Wm. Doornick, M.D., 
in 1926. GROSSMAN HOSPITAL, capacity 15 beds, established in 1925. Owned 
by Edw. B. Grossman, M.D. and Alexander Bushe, M.D. 

Akron, Plymouth County 
AKron Hospitan, capacity 14 beds, established by J. A. Kerr, M.D. in 


1920. 
Lake City, Calhoun County 


McCrary-Rost Hospiran, capacity 15 beds, founded by W. E. McCrary in 
1918. Present staff, Glenn 8. Rost, M.D. and Clare E. Knouf, M.D. 
McVay Memorial Hospital 


This hospital was built in 1927 as a memorial to Dr. Josiah D. MeVay, 
a pioneer Iowa physician, veteran of the Civil War, and graduate of 
Keokuk Medical College. The hospital was erected on the site where Doctor 


—— 
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McVay had had his office for many years. The building is fireproof, and 
has a capacity of 20 beds, with six additional bassinets. Dr. M. J. McVay 
and Dr. F. W. Hobart are co-owners with Dr. Norman K. Pullman, a 


' member of the staff. 


Williamsburg, Iowa County 
MILLER HOospiran, capacity 9 beds, established in 1918, present owner 
D. F. Miller, M.D. : 
Marengo, Iowa County 
Warts HospiraL, capacity 24 beds, founded by ©. F. Watts, M.D. in 1940. 
Elma, Howard County 
ee TeeNGe HOspPrran, capacity 7 beds, established in 1929 by J. C. Hastings, 
M.D. 
Corydon, Wayne County 
CorRYDON HOSPITAL, capacity 17 beds, established by D. W. Corbin, M.D. 
in 1934. 
Buffalo Center, Winnebago County 
Do~mMaGe HOSPITAL, capacity 14 beds, established in 1940 by George 
Dolmage, M.D. 
Estherville, Emmet County 
Park VIEW CuInic Hospiran, established by M. T. Morton, M..D, capacity 
9 beds. 
‘Storm Lake, Buena Vista County 
PoraTH Hospirat, capacity 12 beds, owners R. R. Hanson, M.D., Catherine 
Glanz, R.N. 
Sac City, Sac County 
Sac City Hospiran, capacity 9 beds, established in 1931, owner L. B. 
Amick, M. D. 
Jefferson, Greene County 
GREENE County Hospiran. From 1914 to 1930 Dr. George Franklin of 
Jefferson operated a 19 bed general hospital. Between 1930 and 1936 
Dr. L. C. Hansen operated a small hospital, and Drs. A. J. and Jean 
Jungewaard, operated a similar hospital for obstetric cases. These small 
hospitals were closed when the GREENE County HospiraL was opened in 1938. 
Primghar, O’Brien County 
Ward Memorial HOosprran, capacity 8 beds, founded by Mrs. Steen in 
1937, operated by City of Primghar. . 
Spirit Lake, Dickinson County 
Marcus SNyDER MEMORIAL HOspriraL, capacity 18 beds, founded in 1936 
by Donald F. Rodewig, M.D. 
Dexter, Dallas County 
Cuinic Hospirau, capacity 16 beds, established in 1937 by Keith M. 
Chapler, M.D., and C. Robert Osborn, M.D. 
Knoxville, Marion County 
CoLLINS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, capacity 22 beds, operated since 1940 by 
R. V. Mater, M.D., and D. A. Mater, M.D. 
Albia, Lucas County 
SmirtH Hospirat, capacity 26 beds, operated since 1946 by Robert A. 
Smith, M.D., and Phil A. Scott, M.D. Formerly operated as a Miner’s 
Hospital by Dr. T. E. Gutch. Plans are pending for construction of a 
Lucas County Hospirau. 
Chariton, Lucas County 
In 1892 Dr. A. L. Yocom, Sr., started evidently the first hospital in 
Chariton on the north side of the Square, with about 4 beds, until 1903, then 
moved to Orchard Avenue. In 1909 the hospital moved to the South side 
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of the Square, where Dr. A. L. Yocom and his son A. L. Yocom, Jr., 
operated a hospital of six to eight beds. In 1924 Dr. A. L. Yocom, Jr., 
built a brick hospital at Eighth and Braden Streets, with a capacity of 
24 beds, which he operates at the present time. It is called the Yocom 
HOSPITAL. 

Guthrie Center, Guthrie County 


ForpycE Hospitau. In 1899 Dr. Oscar Fordyce established a 6 to 8 
bed hospital which was continued until his death in 1910. 

HARRISON HOSPITAL, Guthrie Center. Dr. J. W. Harrison established a 
small hospital of six beds in 1904, which continued until his death in 1927. 
During the past year the County voted bonds for a County Hospital of 40 
beds, which will be completed in 1951. 

Osceola, Clarke County 


The private hospital on a somewhat larger scale developed at Osceola, 
where in 1902 Dr. F. W. Sells established a 30 bed hospital, which has 
since been operated by Dr. H. E. Stroy, this being called the OSCEOLA 
Hospiran. In 1911 Dr. Con R. Harken of Osceola established the HARKEN 
Hospirat of 26 beds, which has likewise had a very successful administra- 
tion. 

During the past year Clarke County bonds have been voted, sufficient 
with local and Federal funds, to build a modern County hospital of 50 to 
60 bed capacity. Upon its completion it is expected that both the Osceola 
and Harken Hospitals will be taken over by the new institution. 


Ida Grove, Ida County 


In 1906, Drs. J. Emmett and C. E. Conn established a 20 bed hospital 
at Ida Grove, which was successfully operated until the death of Dr. J. E. 
Conn in 1918. From 1916 to 1922 Drs. Heilman and Houlehan operated 
a 12 bed hospital in Ida Grove. In 1919 the IDA Grove HOSPITAL was 
founded by Drs. E. 8. Parker and R. B. Armstrong, and the property was 
sold to two graduate nurses, who operated the hospital until 1945, when 
it was taken over by the City of Ida Grove and since operated as a 
municipal hospital. It is located in a fireproof building on three acres of 
landscaped ground and is well equipped for general medical and) surgical 
service, with a capacity of 20 beds and 9 bassinets. 

In 1911 Dr. Carl E. Conn founded the BATTLE CREEK HOSPITAL, which was 
transferred to Dr. G. H. Hartley in 1916 and operated by him until his 
death in 1939. Since then it has been administered by Dr. G. S. Millice. It 
has a capacity of .20 beds, and 8 bassinets. 


Holstein, Ida County 


Dr. George H. Crane operated a small hospital in Holstein from 1915 to 
1952, and Dr. Wendell Crane a small obstetrical hospital from 1943 to 
1948. 

Oskaloosa, Mahaska County 


In 1910 Dr. B. G. Williams of Oskaloosa established a private hospital 
which he called Mercy Hospirau, although it was not connected with the 
Sisterhood of Mercy. It had a- capacity of 32 beds. Since the death of 
Dr. Williams in 1948, it is operated by Dr. W. V. Campbell and Dr. K. M. 
Lemon. 


Eagle Grove, Wright County 


In 1906 Drs. C. H. Morse and C. E. McGrath of Eagle Grove started a 
hospital in a residence with two beds and an operating room. In 1908, a 
new building was constructed completely equipped, including x-ray. This 
hospital was closed in 1918 following the death of Dr. C. E. McGrath. 
Doctor Morse is still in practice at the age of 94 years. 

In 1914 Dr. L. D. MeNaughton equipped a 6 bed hospital in connection 
with his office, which was closed in 1923. In 1917 Dr. T. J. O’Toole built 
a small hospital, which was well equipped. Later Dr. J. R. Christensen 
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became associated with him, but the hospital was closed in 1943 following 
the death of Dr. O’Toole. Eagle Grove has been without hospital facilities 
Since, 1943" 


Clarion, Wright County 


Dr. Will Garth built the first hospital in Clarion, with two beds, and a 
operating room, which closed after two years, in 1909, when Dr. Garth 
movedeaJlexas. In 1915- Dr: J. Hy Sams opened a small well equipped 
hospital in connection with his office, which he continued to operate about 
20 years. 

Toyo Denb, Be Best and 8 D,- Bernard established an 8 bed hospital, 
which continued until World War I, after which Dr. Bernard operated the 
hospital until 1940. In the meantime Dr. R. G. Bird had remodeled in 
1936, a home for a small hospital of 10 beds, and) in 1940 the hospital 
was taken over by four physicians, Drs. Bernard, Bird, Tompkins and 
Walker, and it was renamed the CLARION GENERAL Hosprran. At the present 
time plans are developing for constructing a modern hospital of 25 beds 
through the use of local and Federal funds. 


Belmond, Wright County 


In 1914 Dr. G. H. Steele of Belmond opened a hospital of 8 to 10 bed 
capacity with clinical and x-ray laboratory, in connection with; his office. 
It was closed during the period of World War I. In 1937 Dr. SP: 
Leinbach became associated with it, and the following year the hospital 
was moved to a remodeled residence, and called the BELMoNpD Hospiran. After 
the death of Dr. Steele in 1944, the hospital was renamed the STEELE 
MrEMoriIAL Hospirau. The present capacity is 12 beds. The staff includes 
Drs. S. P. Leinbach, Glenn J. Hruska, and Arlo L. Pitcher. Plans are 
now pending for the erection of a new hospital building. 


Sibley, Osceola County 


In 1914 Dr. F. P. Winkler* established the Oscrota Hosprran of 30: beds. 
Following his death the Osceola Hospital Corporation was organized, and 
has conducted the hospital since that time with Dr. F. B. O’Leary as 
superintendent. 


Onawa, Monona County 


Pitoace Dr) 1). Deering established a hospital of 24 beds in Onawa, 
which is now being conducted by Dr. Roy E. Brown, Jr. 


Estherville, Emmett County 


Inia Dreektaymond Cs. Coleman constructed the ConeEmMAN Hogprray, 
in Estherville at a cost of $60,000. This hospital had a capacity of 30 
beds, and filled a definite need in that north Iowa community. After Dr. 
Coleman’s death in 1933, the Sisterhood of the Holy Family Society took 
over the institution, which now has a capacity of 55 beds. 


THE County Hosprrau MoveMENT 


The thirty-third General Assembly enacted the County Public 
Hospital Law, which became effective April 6, 1909. This mea- 
sure was sponsored by Dr. E. E. Munger of Spencer, representa- 
tive from Clay County and was generally referred to as the 
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Munger County Hospital Law. This Act provided that by a vote 
of the people, the County may levy a tax for the building, equip- 
ment and maintenance of a public hospital, to be governed by a 
board of trustees of seven members, three of whom may be 
women, but none of whom may be practicing physicians. The 
trustees to be elected by popular vote. 


The first hospital in the State to be build in accordance with this Act 
was the WASHINGTON County Hosprran at Washington, which was dedi- 
cated and opened Monday, July 15, 1912, with a capacity for 25 patients 
which later increased to 54 beds. 

It is of interest to note that the first patient admitted to this hospital 
was a woman from Clay County, the home of Dr. EK. E. Munger. 

While the first County hospital was established in Washington, a small 
hospital organized by the practicing physicians of the community was 
opened in a residence July 1, 1907, which filled a distinct hospital need 
until the new County hospital was ready in 1912. This was the first time 
in Iowa that the people of a County assumed full responsibility for the 
construction and maintenance of a public hospital, and was a fine expression 
of progressive community spirit. The WASHINGTON CounTy HospiTaL became 
a model for other hospitals of this type. 





Washington County Hospital, 1912. 


Six months after the vote for a County hospital was approved in Washing- 
ton, Jefferson County voted for a similar proposition, and in November 
1912 the JEFFERSON CouNTY, HospiraL at Fairfield was opened with a 
capacity of 26 beds. 

On December 10, 1921 the new Henry County Hosprran was opened at 
Mt. Pleasant under the name of Soldier and Sailors Memorial Hospital. It 
had a capacity of 30 beds. 
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Washington County Hospital, 1942. 


Decatur County voted favorably in 1921 for a County hospital, but 
litigation delayed construction for about 10 years. Finally the Court decided 
that as the people of the County had voted for a hospital, they should 
have it and in 1933 the Decarur County HosprraL was opened in Leon 
with a capacity of 24 beds. 

On July 23, 1925 the ELzANor Moore Hosprran of Boone was destroyed 
by fire. In October of that year a bond issue of $100,000 was voted and 
construction was soon started, so that the Boonr County Hosprrar was 
opened early in 1926 with a capacity of 38 beds. In 1942 this hospital had 
a bed capacity of 75. During 1950 a new addition is planned. 


MAHASKA CounTy Hospirat was opened in Oskaloosa in 1907, with a 
capacity of 61 beds. In 1946 16 more beds were added go that the present 
capacity is 77 beds. 


The GREENE County Hosprrau at Jefferson was opened in 1938 with a 
capacity of 32 beds. A new addition increasing the capacity to 65 beds is 
being planned for 1950. 

The change from a community hospital to that of a County Hospital in 
Cherokee and Creston has been previously noted. 

County Hospitals owe the community which provides and supports them 
more than the: simple care of the sick. They should be centers of health 
information, of health units, education for the control of tuberculosis and 
other communicable and preventable diseases, school inspections and other 
health education including the importance of pure milk. They offer an 
outstanding opportunity to coordinate all health activities, and promise 
of better living for the entire community. 


Scott County Isolation Hospital 


This hospital was constructed in 1944 and opened for business in March 
1945. It is a 30 bed hospital, with a superintendent and staff of six 
nurses and serves the whole community in the care of contagious ailments. 
It is conducted by five members of the Board of Supervisors and five 
physicians appointed by the Scott County Medical Society. The hospital has 
been very successful, having all the modern facilities for all kinds of 
contagious diseases. 
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Under the Munger County Hospital Law, special hospitals for 
the care of patients with tuberculosis were established as follows: 


Sioux City, Woodbury County . 


Woodbury County authorized the erection and equipment of a hospital 
for tuberculosis in 1914 with a capacity for 30 patients. It is limited to the 
care of county indigent tuberculous cases. 


Pine Knoll Sanatorium, Davenport, Scott County 


PINE KNOLL SANATORIUM was built in 1917 on a sunny slope overlooking 
the City of Davenport. It has a capacity of 55 beds, and is governed by a 
Board of seven members, elected by the people of Scott County. The medical 
staff of four physicians is appointed by the Board. 

Sunny Crest Sanatorium, Dubuque County 

This hospital for tuberculosis was opened in August 1921, having been 
built under the provisions of the Munger County Hospital Law. In the 
beginning it had a capacity of 35 beds, and later increased to 60 beds. 
While at first only patients from Dubuque County were admitted, residents 
of other counties are now accepted, practically from all parts of Iowa. 

Sunny Crest has a beautiful location overlooking the Mississippi river. Dr. 
J. Carl Painter, the first and only medical director, has served ever since 
192%; 

Sunny Crest Sanatorium, Dubuque, Dubuque County 


In 1915 a survey by the County welfare worker showed that 50.per cent 
of the illness in children in Wapello County was due to tuberculosis. This 
aroused the community and the County Board of Supervisors a year later 
purchased the present site of Sunny Slope Sanatorium for $5,000, a building 
was erected, and the first patient was admitted in September 1916. In 
1919 a bond issue of $25,000 permitted enlarging the building to accomo- 
date 24 more patients. In 1922 the capacity was increased to 40 patients. 
The institution was enthusiastically supported by the community which 
gave liberally to furnish the hospital with complete equipment and beautified 
the grounds. The local medical profession contributed liberally of its 
services. Aside from the medical director, Dr. G. R. Johnson, an attending 
and consulting staff was appointed by the Wapello County Medical 
Society. A large out-patient department was a special feature of this 
hospital. In 1935 the children’s wing was built and dedicated as the 
Edgerly Memorial. In 1938 a new nurses home was built. On December 
13, 1944 a disastrous fire destroyed the main building, but a good service 
was continued in the children’s wing. 

The community responded promptly by voting two bond issues, and this 
plus insurance and donations furnished a fund of $585,000, with which a 
modern tuberculosis hospital was built and occupied in September 1, 1949. 
With the children’s building renovated, and landscaping completed, Sunny 
Slope will be a fine sanatorium with a capacity of 105 beds. 

Broadlawns Polk County Sanatorium, Des Moines 

This hospital, established in 1924, is described with BROADLAWNS GENERAL 
HOSPITAL. 

State Sanatorium at Oakdale 

Described in connection with the University Hospitals. 


HospiraLts For MENTAL DISEASES 


On August 19, 1902, the fourth State Hospital for Mental 
Diseases was opened at Cherokee. The first superintendent was 
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Dr. M. Nelson Voldeng, formerly of Des Moines. The present 
superintendent is Dr. Willard (. Brinegor. 
The Hospital for Kpileptics and School for Feebleminded at 
Woodward was founded in 1915 and opened on September 6, 
1917 with Dr. M. Nelson Voldeng as superintendent. The present 


. superintendent is Dr. Geo. UL. Wadsworth. 


The Retreat, Des Moines 


The Rerreat Hospirran was established in 1905 for the diagnosis and 
treatment of nervous and mental disorders by Dr. John C. Doolittle and 
Dr. Gersham H. Hill. Doctor Doolittle became the sole owner in LOLs ard 
Dr. Russell C. Doolittle became Medical Director. Dr. Doolittle retired in 
1946, and the entire stock was acquired by Mrs. Sidney L. MacMuller, 
who became administrator with Dr. Herbert ©. Merillat as Medical 
Director. The present capacity is 40 patients. 


VETERANS ADMINISTRATION HOSPITALS 


Knoxville 


This institution began as the State Industrial Home for the Blind, and 
was dedicated in 1890. After a lapse of five years, it was changed to a 
State hospital for inebriates, and continued as such from 1900 to 1920. 
After World War I the Federal Government leased the Srare INEBRIATE 
Hospiran, and operated it under the U.S. Public Health Srevice as a 
psychopathic hospital. The land and buildings were purchased by the 
Government in 1922, and it became a VETERANS ADMINISTRATION HOSPITAL 
for the care of neuro-psychiatric patients. There are at present 76 buildings, 
400 acres of land, and a patient population of 1770. 


Des Moines 


The VETERANS ADMINISTRATION Hogprrar in Des Moines was opened in 
1934. It has a bed capacity of 530, and since World War IT it has been 
developed into a teaching hospital, with approved residencies in internal 
medicine, surgery, orthopedics, anesthesia, pathology and radiology. It is 
under the supervision of the branch office at Fort Snelling, in Minnesota. 
The hospital is in charge of a medical director, and the professional 
activities are supervised by the Dean’s Committee, the Chairman and two 
members from the University Medical Faculty, and one consulting surgeon 
and internist from Des Moines. 


Iowa City 


The site has been selected and contract approved for the erection of a 
900 bed VETERANS HospiraL in connection with the University’ Hospitals. 

The list of Iowa Registered Hospitals published in 1949* are classified as 
follows: General 107; State mental 7; V. A. mental 1; State institutions 
2; private nervous and mental 4; children 2; tuberculosis Date LOLal ot 
128 hospitals. Of these eleven hospitals are approved by the Council on 
Medical Education and Hospitals, American Medical Association, for the 
training of interns, and fourteen for the training of resident physicians 
in the several medical and surgical specialties. Of the list, forty-five hospitals 
are approved by the American College of Surgeons as meeting unconditionally 
its minimum requirements for general standardization. 
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HOSPITAL CONSTRUCTION UNDER PUBLIC LAW 725 


Robert C. Hanlon, M.S., Director 
Division of Hospital Services, State Department of Health 

Before the passage of the Hill-Burton Bill, Public Law 725, 
Hospital Survey and Construction Act, August 1946, Lowa had a 
State Hospital Survey Committee at work making an inventory of 
existing hospitals, determining hospitals and publie health needs, 
and promoting an integrated system of hospital service for the 
entire State. Prior to the appointment of this Committee, the 
Iowa State Medical Society, the Iowa Hospital Association, the 
State Department of Health, and other interested persons en- 
couraged and recommended the study. 

The communities, hospitals, and public health groups repre- 
sented in the Survey Committee sponsored several Bills in the 
52nd General Assembly, resulting in the passage of Chapters 90, 
91, and 92. Chapter 90 is an enabling act authorizing the Lowa 
State Department of Health to inventory the hospitals and 
related facilities, and to provide administrative personnel to carry 
out purposes of the Hospital Survey and Construction Program. 
Chapter 91 provides for the licensure of all hospitals, and Chap- 
ter 92 provides for the licensure of nursing homes. 


Following the passage of this State Legislation, a Division of 
Hospital Services was established in the Department of Health 
in September 1946. Based upon the data in the survey, and with 
the advice and assistance of the State Hospital Advisory Council, 
the Iowa Hospital Plan was developed by the Division of Hospital 
Services, This Plan was adopted by the Advisory Council and 
approved by the Surgeon General of the U. 38. Public Health 
Service on February 11, 1948. The Hospital Plan, together with 
the State and Federal Legislation, became the basis of the con- 
struction program. 


The Hospital and Construction Act, Public Law 725, provides 
Federal assistance, Grants-in-Aid, for the construction of hospital 
facilities to the extent of one-third of the cost of the project. The 
Act requires that each project meet standards set forth by the 
U. S. Public Health Service and the Iowa State Department of 
Health, in order to qualify for aid. 


The great public demand for hospital construction, together 
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with the limited Federal funds available, necessitated strict 


adherence to the priority system established in the Iowa Hospital 


Plan. The priority system is based upon the relative need for 
hospital beds, to enable those areas without existing acceptable 
beds immediate participation if they can qualify with the finan- 
cial requirement of providing local funds for two-thirds of the 
entire cost. 


At this time, the Division of Hospital Services has approved 
a total of 31 hospital projects, 20 of which are now under actual 
construction. These projects include new publicly—owned and 
non-profit hospitals serving the rural areas of Iowa, and additions 
to or new larger hospitals serving our cities. 


The following tabulation presents the construction projects now 
approved, together with their size and extent of completion. The 
majority of these projects represent general hospital beds, although 
there is one psychiatric unit being constructed in Des Moines: 


% COMPLETE 


7. WO OD i 

PROJECT # BEDS TOTAL COST FEBRUARY 1950 
Bloomfield 34, $ 399,941.94 Complete 81% Complete 
Davis County Hospital 14,700.00/bed 
General 
Keosauqua 23 $ 275,985.97 Complete 68% Complete 
Van Buren Co. Mem. Hospital 12,000.00/bed 
Mat. & Emergency 
Greenfield 29 $ 380,284.68 Complete 75% Complete 
Adair Co. Mem. Hospital 13,113.00/bed 
Mat. & Emergency 
Winterset 39 $ 529,062.44 Complete 86% Complete 
Madison Co. Mem. Hospital 13,565.00/bed 
General 
Manchester 39 $ 372,073.76 Complete 75% Complete — 
Delaware Co. Mem. Hospital 9,540.00/bed 
General 
Waukon 22 $ 276,019.27 Complete 70% Complete 
Veterans’ Mem. Hospital 12,546.00/bed 
General “hee 
Maquoketa 34 $ 530,352.00 Complete 85% Complete 
Jackson County Hospital 15,600.00/bed 
General 
Fairfield 25 Add. $ 573,119.50 Complete 87% Complete 
Jefferson County Hospital 11,462.00/bed 
General 
Mount Ayr 30 $ 343,065.00 Complete 32% Complete 
Ringgold County Hospital 11,435.00/bed 
General 
Denison 50 $ 546,512.59 Complete 33% Complete 
Crawford Co. Mem. Hospital 10,930.00/bed. 


General 
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PROJECT 


Storm Lake 

Buena Vista Co. Hospital 
General 

Sac City 

Loring Hospital 

General 

West Union 

Palmer Memorial Hospital 
Mat. & Emergency 

Red Oak 

Murphy Memorial Hospital 
General 

Corning 

Rosary Hospital 

General 

Cherokee 

Sioux Valley Hospital 
General 

Des Moines 

Iowa Methodist Hospital 
General 

Ottumwa 

Ottumwa General Hospital 
General 

Guthrie Center 

Guthrie County Hospital 
General 

Grundy Center 

Grundy County Hospital 
General 

Clarion 

Community Mem. Hospital 
General 

Sioux Center 


Sioux Center Comm. Hospital 


General 

Spencer 

Spencer Municipal Hospital 
General 

Sheldon 

Community Mem. Hospital 
General 

Council Bluffs 
Edmundson Mem. Hospital 
General 

Vinton 

Virginia Gay Hospital 
General 

Cedar Rapids 


St. Luke’s Methodist Hospital 


General 


* BEDS 


50 


32 


20 


ELIT: 


38 


(su) 
bo 


Add. 


Add. 


$ 
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% COMPLETE 


ASTOR 


TOTAL COST FEBRUARY 1950 


518,155.96 Complete 
10,363.00/bed 


307,000.00 Complete 
8,594.00/bed 


242,199.51 Complete 
12,110.00/bed 


189,774.00 Complete 
11,163.00/bed 


565,050.80 Complete 
14,070.00/bed 


443,244.00 Complete 


$1,175,000.00 Estimate 


$1,701,006.00 Complete 


$ 


388,676.08 Complete 


444,619.39 Estimate 


277,920.00 Estimate 


287,850.00 Complete 


27% Complete 
80% Complete 
65% Complete 
99% Complete 
33% Complete’ 
25% Complete 
5% Complete 
Contracts let 
1% Complete 
Planning Stage 
Bids Rejected 


12-10-50 


Contracts let 


512,852.00 Estimate Planning Stage 


294,111.00 Estimate 


454,935.00 Estimate 


Planning Stage 


Planning Stage 


+o 


373,000.00 Estimate 


Planning Stage 


150 Add. $2,291,783.55 Estimate Planning Stage 


Every effort is being made to secure the best possible functional 
design in these new hospitals. Attention is given to completeness 
of adjunct services. The diagnostic and treatment facilities are 
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arranged to provide the best patient care with the least amount 
of professional and technical effort: 

Passage late in 1949 of Public Law 380 in the 82d Congress 
as an amendment to the Hospital Survey and Construction Act 
doubled the appropriation to all states and extends the construe- 
tion program to 1955. 


This enlargement of the whole program will-allow very general 
participation by all the hospitals in the state and more important, 
will encourage the replacement and modernization of all interested 
hospitals whose sponsors ean raise sufficient local funds. 


To date these 31 projects represent a total expenditure for 
hospital construction of some 19 millions of dollars. They provide 
1,362 new hospital beds for Iowa. Considering the 20 projects now 
under construction, the average cost per hospital bed is slightly 
over $12,100 or somewhat below the average in surrounding states. 

Typical of the larger hospitals being built is the new Ottumwa 
General Hospital at Ottumwa, Iowa. 





New Ottumwa Hospital, 1950. 





State Society Of lowa Medical 


Women 


JEANNETTE DEAN THROCKMORTON, Ph.B., A.M., M.D. 
‘Des Moines, 


EPPIE S. McCREA, M.D., Eddyville 


The first women doctors in the United States to organize themselves into 
a medical society were those of Iowa, and to write the annals of this 
oldest State Society of medical women was a little difficult since the early 
records were lost. 

To discover the beginnings of this women’s society, search had to be 
made for the eight years preceeding 1906, at which date the existing Sec- 
retary’s Book opens. From the many sources consulted, the best results 
were obtained from the old blue-backed Iowa Medical Journal, edited from 
1895 to 1914 by Drs. J. W. Kime and E. E. Dorr. This journal together 
with old letters and old Society programs supply the history for these years. 

In 1898, two days before the meeting of the Iowa State Medical Society, 
the women physicians of Iowa met on May 16 and 17 at the Equitable 
Building in Des Moines and organized the Social Society of Medical Women, 
which title was changed the following year to its present form, The State 
Society of Iowa Medical Women. The charter members were as follows: 

Mary D. Ardery, Knoxville; Mary Ann Breen, LeMars; Margaret E. 
Colby, Clear Lake; Edith Gould Fosnes, Des Moines; Rebecca Hanna, Red 
Oak; Kate Mason Hogle, Mt. Vernon; Sarah A. Kime, Des Moines; Azuba 
D. King, Des Moines; Evaline Peo, Boone; Jessie V. Smith, Winterset; 
Josephine Wetmore, Grinnell; Rebecca Wright, Des Moines. Of these, Dr. 
Mary Ann Breen is still living and enjoying life in San Francisco at the 
age of 85 years. 

At the first meeting May 16, 1898, Dr, Jessie V. Smith was chosen chair- 
man in recognition of her active efforts to promote such an organization, 
and Dr. Evaline Peo was elected Secretary. Dr. Mary Ann Breen, Evaline 
Peo and Kate Mason Hogle were appointed to draft a Constitution and 
By-Laws, and the new society was launched with the distinct understand- 
ing that it was not to divert members from the Iowa State Medical Society, 
but rather to encourage greater activity in the work of that Society, and 
more especially to cultivate social relations and mutual helpfulness among 
women practitioners. The women physicians were to meet at the same 
place and one day in advance of the Iowa State Medical Society to which 
its membership also belongs and with which it sustains most cordial relations. 

The programe for this first meeting was quite ambitious; and, as we 
reflect upon it after fifty-two years, we should regard it as a stimulus to 
emulate its splendid example and carry on equally well. 


May 16, 1898, Monday, 2:00 P.M. 


Opening Prayer. 

Address of Welcome: Mattie Locke Macomber, Des Moines 

Introductory Address: Dr. Sara Kime, Des Moines 

Infant Feeding, Clothing and Care: Dr. Mary Louise Tinley, Council 
Bluffs. Discussion opened by Dr, Geneva Warbis, Lohrville. 

Cholera Infantum and Its Treatment: Dr. Mary D. Ardery, Knoxville. 
Discussion led by Dr. Mary Ann Breen, Le Mars. 
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Osteopathy: Dr. Mary E. Colby, Clear Lake. 
Discussion led by Dr, Rebecca Hanna, Red Oak. 

Tokology: Dr. Adella R. Nichol, Davenport. 
Discussion led by Dr. Mary B. Tuttle, Burlington. 

May 17, 1898, Tuesday, 8:30 A.M. 

Opening Prayer. 

The X-ray: Dr. Minta A. McClintock, Glenwood 

Hypnotism in the Treatment of Disease: Dr. Rosa A, Lowder, Ledyard. 
Discussion: Dr. Sara A. Kime. 

Some of the Injuries to the Mother During Childbirth and Their Man- 
agement: Dr. Evaline Peo, Boone. Discussion: Dr. Harriet Botts- 
ford Amy, Decorah. 

The Woman Doctor in the Lying-In Chamber and the After-Care of 
the Patients: Dr. Jessie Veluria Smith, Winterset. Discussion: 
Dr. Mary D. Ardery. 

Treatment of Puerperal Eclampsia and Report of Cases: Dr. Josephine 
Wetmore, Grinnell. Discussion: Dr. Pauline Bertram, Keokuk. 
The Treatment of Tonsillitis: Dr. Belle Conrad, Webster City. Dis- 

cussion: Dr. Isabell Cowan, Dubuque. 

Some Later Methods of Treating Tuberculosis: Dr. Mary A. Coveny, 
Clinton. Discussion: Dr. Edith Gould Fosnes. 

Treatment of Typhoid Fever: Dr. Mary Breen, Le Mars, Discussion: 
Dr. Agnes Hichelberger, Sioux City. 

Appendicitis, Its Treatment Both Surgical and Expectant, Dr. Emma 
Moon Bare, Van Meter. Discussion: Dr. Jessie Veluria Smith, 
Winterset. 

The Woman Physician, a Future Factor in the Community, Dr. Clara 
B. Willis, Clarinda. 

The second annual session met in Cedar Rapids, Tuesday, May 16, 1899, 


with the following officers: 


President: Dr. Rebecca Hanna, Red Oak 

First Vice-President: Dr. Azuba King, Des Moines 
Second Vice-President: Dr. Mary Ann Breen, Le Mars 
Secretary: Dr, Jessie V. Smith, Wiinterset 

Treasurer, Dr. Josephine Wetmore, Grinnell 

The meeting opened at 10:00 A.M. to which a delegation of gentlemen 
from the state society was weleomed and made members by invitation. 
As high-lights of the program the following papers and events may be 
cited: 

Dr. Rebecca Hanna of Red Oak, iin her president’s address, stated 
that the object of the society was to gather up the isolated medical 
women over the state, bind them together in fraternal helpfulness to- 
ward each other, encourage them in the arduous work of their pro- 
fession, and develop their interest in the Iowa State Medical Society, 
in which men and women physicians of the State of Towa are working 
together in harmony, emulating each other in good works, and together 
sustaining and advancing the noble profession of medicine. 

What Methods Will Secure a Greater Attendance of Medical Women 
at the State and Local Medical Societies and Incite in Them More 
Interest in Society Work? Dr. Evaline Peo, Boone. 

Treatment of Diphtheria: Dr. Jessie V. Smith, Winterset. Discussed 
by most of those present, including a number of the gentlemen. 

A letter of congratulations was sent to Dr. Mary Ann Breen of 
Le Mars on her appointment as health officer for that city, making her 
the first woman health officer in Iowa, Another letter was sent to Dr. 
Kate Mason-Hogle on having taken another partner into the firm (a 
ten pound one). 

The retiring president, who had completed her twenty-fifth year of 
practice, was presented with a beautiful boquet of twenty-five roses 
with the congratulations of the society, to which she responded with 
gracious thanks. 
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The third annual meeting was held Tuesday, May 15, 1900 in Des Moines 
with the following officers: 
President: Dr. Edith Gould Fosnes, Des Moines 
First Vice-President: Dr. Azuba D. King 
Second Vice-President: Dr. Jessie V. Smith, Winterset 
Secretary: Dr. Jennie MecCowen, Davenport 
Treasurer: Dr. Nancy M. Hill, Dubuque 


The fourth annual session met May 14, 1901 at Davenport with prac- 
tically the same officers except that Dr. Azuba D. King assumed the presi- 
dency this year, and Dr. Mary Ann Breen was named Vice-President, 

The outstandiing features of the program were: 

The Women Physicians in India: Dr. E. A. Ilahi Baksh, Bombay, India 
Medical Matters in Cuba: Dr. Edith Gould Fosnes, Des Moines 
Dress of School Children: Dr Nancy M. Hill, Dubuque 

Prophylaxis in Obstetrics: Dr. Agnes Eichelberger, Sioux City 


The fifth annual session was held in Des Moines May 20, 1902. The 
officers were: 
President: Dr. Margaret E. Colby, Clear Lake 
Vice-President: Dr. Kate Mason Hogle, Mt. Vernon 
Secretary: Dr. Jennie McCowen, Davenport 
Asst. Secretary: Dr. Mary B. Tuttle, Burlington 
Treasurer: Dr. Agnes Hichelberger, Sioux City 
On a generous program the following were of especial interest: 
Differential Diagnosis of Some Eye Troubles: Dr. Lily Kinnier, Dubuque 
Ablatio Placentae: Dr. Josephine Wetmore, Grinnell 
Auto-Intoxication: Dr. Adele Fuchs, Des Moines 
The Use of Sanatorium Methods in Private Practice: Dr. Mary Lawson 
Neff, Cedar Rapids. 


The sixth annual session was held April 14, 1905 at Sioux City with the 
following officers: 

President: Jessie Veluria Smith, Winterset 

Vice-President: Mary A. Coveny, Clinton 

Secretary: Dr. Jennie McCowen, Davenport 

Treasurer: Dr. Agnes Eichelberger, Sioux City 
At this meeting the guest of honor was Dr. Adeline E, Portman of 

Washington, D. C., who spoke on Iritis Spongioso. Other papers were: 

The Duty of Physicians to Disseminate Hygienic and Sanitary Knowl- 
edge: Dr. Azuba D. King, Des Moines 

Prevention of Insanity: Dr. Lena Beach, Cherokee. Discussion opened 
by Dr. Anne Burnet, Mt. Pleasant. 

Physical Exercise for Growing Children: Dr, Edith Gould Fosnes, Des 
Moines. Discussion opened by Dr. Rosa E. Lowder, New Providence. 

Cholera Infantum: Dr. Mary Ann Breen, Le Mars 

Summer Diarrhea of Children: Dr. Jennie Ghrist, Ames 

Nephritis Albuminosa: Dr. Mary D. Ardery, Knoxville 

Uterine Curettage: Dr. Mary A. Coveny, Clinton 


The seventh annual session convened May 18 and 19, 1904 in Des Moines. 
The officers were: 
President: Dr. Jennie McCowen, Davenport 
Vice-President: Dr: Kate Mason Hogle, Mt. Vernon 
Secretary: Dr. Anne Burnet, Mt. Pleasant 
Treasurer: Dr. Agnes Eichelberger, Sioux City 
The session opened at 9:30 A.M. with prayer and greetings, followed 
by an interesting and diversified program. The guest of honor, Dr. 
Mary E. Bates of Denver, spoke upon Headache, a Study in Method. 
Common Ailments: Dr. Mary Lawson Neff, Cedar Rapids 
Status of Medical Women in Iowa: Dr. Anne Burnet, Mt. Pleasant 
State Hospital 
Puerpural Peritonitis: Dr, Jennie Ghrist, Ames 
Ptomaine Poisoning: Dr. Martha Anderson, Moline, Ill. 
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How Medical Matters in Europe Look Through an American Woman’s 
Eyes: Dr. Agnes Eichelberger, Sioux City 
Case of Hepatoptosis: Dr. Kate Mason Hogle, Mt. Vernon 
Symposium: Sphere of Usefulness of Organizations to Medical Women: 
. Drs. Azuba King, Jennie McCowen and Margaret E. Colby. 


The eighth annual session was held May 16, 1905 in Des Moines. From 
an old program the following facts are obtained and the meeting visualized: 


President: Dr. Mary D. Ardery, Knoxville 

Vice-President: Dr. Anne Burnet, Mt. Pleasant 

Secretary: Dr, Lily Kinnier, Dubuque 

_ Treasurer: Dr. Sophia Hinzie Scott, Des Moines 

The guest of honor, Dr. Madge Patton Hawkens of Terre Haute, 

Indiana, spoke on Shall We Differentiate the Fractures of the Neck 

of the Femur? Other papers included: 

When Shall We Advise Surgical Operations for Fibroid Tumors of the 
Uterus? Dr. Ellen Amelia Sherman, National 

Use and Abuse of the Curette: Dr. Mary A. Coveny, Clinton 


The existing secretary’s records opens with the 1906 meeting which was 
held in Des Moines with the following officers: 

President: Dr. Evaline Peo, Boone 
First Vice-President: Dr. Mary A. Coveny, Clinton 
Second Vice-President: Dr. Lena A. Beach, Cherokee 
Secretary: Dr, Lily Kinnier, Dubuque 
Treasurer: Dr. Sophia Hinzie Scott, Des Moines 

. The guest speaker, Dr. Eliza H. Root of Chicago, spoke on The 
Medical Woman’s Work in Medical Literature. Dr. Jennie Ghrist of 
Ames followed with Dysmenorrhea in Young Girls; Dr. Sarah A. Kime 
of Fort Dodge spoke on Woman’s Influence in the Tuberculosis Cam- 
paign. Fifteen new members were admitted. 


In 1907 the annual meeting was held in Cedar Rapids with Dr. Mary A. 
Coveny of Clinton as President with a full program of interesting and 
varied subjects. 

Dr. Kate Mason Hogle of Mt, Vernon presided when it met in Des Moines 
in 1908 with a program of timely subjects. Dr. Walter L. Bierring, Presi- 
dent of the Iowa State Medical Society, was present bringing greetings 
from the Iowa State Medical Society and commending the work being 
done by the women physicians of Iowa. Dr. G. Hardy Clark of Waterloo 
was given the courtesy of the floor to speak upon the need of state control 
of venereal diseases, with a suggestion that a committee be appointed to 
meet with the State Legislative Committee. This was done. 


The 1909 meeting was held in Dubuque with Dr. Agnes Eichelberger as 
President. Again the program was extensive and interesting. 

Des Moines was the place of meeting for the 1910 session with Dr. Lena 
Meanes as President. There were two guest speakers: Dr. Virginia Holmes 
of Omaha, Nebraska, who spoke on The Physician’s Opportunity, and Dr. 
Effie V. Davis of Chicago, whose paper was on Prevention of Obstetrical 
Complications. 

Thirty-three members met in Des Moines in 1911 with Dr. Sophia Hinzie 
Scott as President. Dr. Bertha VanHoosen of Chicago was the guest speaker 
and in the afternoon gave an address on Gallstones, Diagnosis and Surgical 
Treatment, and in the evening spoke on Work of Women Physicians in 
Chicago. The following morning Dr. Van Hoosen conducted a surgical 
clinic at the Iowa Methodist Hospital. 


The 1912 meeting was held in Burlington with Dr. Jennie Ghrist of Ames 
presiding. There were three guest speakers besides the regular program: 
Dr. Julia D, Merrill, Professor of Pediatrics at Rush Medical College 
who spoke on Achondroplasia; Dr. Mary E. Bates of Denver on Exam- 
ination and Care of Children in the Public Schools; Dr. Mary G. Me- 
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Ewen, Asst. Prof. Gynecology College P. & 8., Chicago, whose paper 
was on Tumors Developing During Pregnancy. 

The 1913 meeting was held in Des Moines with Dr. Georgia Stewart as 
President. A full program was highlighted by the paper of the guest 
speaker, Dr. Mary McLean of St. Louis, whose subject was The Study of 
Fibroid Tumors. 

In 1914 at Sioux City, the president, Dr. Florence Brown Sherbon of 
Colfax, gave a review of the year’s progress in Preventive Medicine. She 
very happily pictured what had been accomplished and what might yet 
be attained. Dr. Rosina Wistein of Chicago, later of Cedar Rapids, talked 
on the subject of Woman Suffrage in Illinois, and in the evening gave a 
talk on Sex Hygiene. 

The session for 1915 was held in Waterloo with Dr. Kate Harpel of 
Boone presiding. Among other timely topics, Dr. Margaret Vaupel Clark 
spoke on the Education of Mothers. 

Davenport was the site for the 1916 meeting with Dr. Lily Kinnier giving 
a masterly President’s address on Ophthalmology. 

Dr. Laura House Branson of Iowa City was President in 1918 when the 
society met in Fort Dodge. The guest of honor was Dr. Clara Seipel of 
Chicago who spoke on the Delinquent Girl. 

Dr. Jeannette Throckmorton of Chariton was President at the Des Moines 
session in 1919. Her President’s address on The Woman Physician’s Part 
in Sex Education set the keynote for the program, since the guest speaker, 
Dr. Mabel Ulrich of St. Paul, spoke on Women Physicians and Public 
Health. A number of gentlemen from the State Medical Society were 
present and given the courtesy of the floor. 

The 1920 meeting was again held in Des Moines with Dr. Nelle S. Noble 
as President. 

Dr. Lena A, Beach of Cherokee was President in 1921 with the guest of 
honor, Dr. Amy lL. Daniels, Ph.D., Professor in the State University of 
Iowa, speaking on Nutritional Problems of School Children. 

Attendance at the 1922 meeting again held in Des Moines over which 
Dr. Josephine Wetmore Rust presided jumped to forty-eight. The program 
was interesting and the discussions spirited. 

In 1923, at Ottumwa, the President, Dr. Eppie 8. McCrea of Eddyville, 
presented Efficiency in Medicine for her address. The guest of honor, Dr. 
Mary Elizabeth Hanks of Chicago spoke on the Use of the X-ray in Gy- 
necology, Dr. Maude Taylor, guest by invitation, presented a paper on 
Acrodynia. 

Meetings in 1924, 1925 and 1926 were held in Des Moines. Dr. Julia 
Ford Hill presided in 1924 at which time Life Memberships was conferred 
upon all living Charter Members: namely, Dr. Mary Ann Breen of Le Mars 
and Evaline Peo of Boone. The guest of honor, Dr. Anna EK. Blount of 
Chicago spoke on Neisscrian Infection in Relation to Obstetrics. 

Dr. Jane MeIntosh Wright of Clear Lake was President in 1925. Dr. 
Zella White Stewart of Iowa City read a paper on Asthma and Hay Fever 
among other interesting addresses. The guest of honor, Dr. Sarah M. Hobson 
of Chicago talked on The Deadly Sixties—A Problem of Mental Poise. 

In 1926 Dr. Pauline M. Leader of the Clarinda State Hospital was Presi- 
dent. At this meeting Life Membership was conferred upon Dr. Clara 
Kembel Cronk of Bloomfield and Dr. Ellen Amelia Sherman of McGregor. 

The 1927 meeting was held in Council Bluffs with Dr. Grace Doane as 
President, and Dr. Bertha VanHoosen of Chicago as guest speaker. 

The 1928 meeting was held in Cedar Rapids with Dr. Helen Johnston as 
President, In 1929 the session was in Des Moines with Dr. Mae Habenicht 
presiding. Marshalltown was selected for the 1930 meeting with Dr. Chris- 
tine Ericksen Hill of Council Bluffs for President. 
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Dr. Florence Johnston of Cedar Rapids was President when the Society 
met in Des Moines in 1931 and gave for her President’s address a report 
on Bilateral Tubal Pregnancy. 


The 1932 meeting was held in Cedar Rapids with Dr. Grace Sawyer of 
Woodward presiding. Dr, Mary H. Swan of Chicago was guest of honor 
who spoke on Syphilis. 


The Vice-President, Dr. Eleanor Hutchinson of Belle Plaine, presided 
over the 1933 meeting in the absence of the President, Dr. Emma Acker- 
man of Sioux City. The guest of honor, Dr, Della G. Drips of Rochester, 
spoke on The Menopause. 


The 1934 session was held in Des Moines with Dr. Eleanor Hutchinson 
as President. Dr. Leda J. Stacy of Rochester was the guest of honor. 


In 1935 Davenport was the place of meeting and Dr. Edna K. Sexsmith > 
of Greenfield as President. . 


The 1936 session in Des Moines was under the Presidency of Dr. Cora 
Williams Choate of Marshalltown. The guest speaker was a former Iowan, 
Dr. Florence Brown Sherbon of the University of Kansas, who spoke on 
the Woman Physician in a Changing World, The highlight of this meeting 
was the reading of letters from all living members, and the conferring of 
Life Membership upon those who had been continuous membersf or over 
twenty-five years: 


Dr. Sophia Hinzie Scott, Des Moines, 36 years membership; Dr. 
Eppie McCrea of Eddyville and Dr. Emma Jewell Neal of Cedar Rapids, 
each twenty-nine years; Dr. Jane MeIntosh Wright of Clear Lake and 
Dr. Mary Katherine Heard formerly of Iowa City but now of St. 
Petersburg, Fla., each twenty-eight years; Dr. Jeannette Throckmorton, 
Dr. Nelle S. Noble and Dr. Rose Butterfield each twenty-seven years; 
Dr. Pauline M. Leader of Clarinda and Dr, Leone Morden Seruby of 
Des Moines each twenty-six years membership. Boquets of roses were 
presented each life membership. 


The 1937 session was held in Sioux City with Dr. Alice Humphrey Hatch 
presiding and whose President’s address was on The Development of 
Asepsis. 

In 1938 in Des Moines, Dr. Rose Butterfield presided, with the guest of 
honor, Dr. Irene Koenke of Halstead, Kansas, speaking on Goiter. 


The session was again held in Des Moines in 1939 with Dr. Martha M. 
Link of Dubuque for President and whose President’’s address was on 
The Child and His Emotional Needs. 


The 1940 meeting was also in Des Moines with Dr. Gail A. McClure of 
Ames as President. Dr. Eva K. Haumeder of New Hampton read a paper 
on Bilateral Fibroma of the Ovaries in a Girl of Fourteen. At this meeting 
a request was presented by Branch 19 of the American Medical Women’s 
Association to be admitted into the State Society of Iowa Medical Women, 
so that one meeting and one set of officers would serve both groups. After 
discussion, this was tabled until thle next meeting of the State Society of 
Towa Medical Women so that the wishes of all members might be ascer- 
tained. 


The following year at Davenport with Dr. Pauline V. Moore of Solon 
as President, the subject of admitting Branch 19 was again taken up and 
after discussion in which fears were expressed that the identity and char- 
acter of the State Society of Iowa Medical Women might be changed, and 
with some dissenting votes, Branch 19 (Iowa) of the American Medical 
Women’s Association was admitted into the Society. 

In 1942 Dr. Arline M. Beal of Davenport was President and presided 
over the scientific programe of the combined societies at the meeting in 
Des Moines. : 

All meetings since 1942 have been held in Des Moines, with no meeting 
in 1945 due to war restrictions, and have consisted only of luncheon and 
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dinner with no scientific programs, Presidents have been Dr. Gail McClure 
of Ames, Dr. Christine Ericksen Hill of Council Bluffs, Dr. Jean Jonge- 
waard of Jefferson, Dr. Nelle Thomas Schultz of Humboldt and Dr. Aileen 
E. Mathiasen of Council Bluffs. Dr. Maryelda Rockwell of Clinton will be 
President at the 1950 meeting in Burlington. 


BRANCH 19, AMERICAN MEDICAL WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
Nelle S. Noble, M.D., Des Moines 


Branch 19, American Medical Women’s Association was organized in 
Des Moines in November 1935. Charter members were Dr. Sara Blaine 
Kaler and Dr, Gail A. McClure of Ames; Drs. Grace O. Doane, Helen 
Johnston and Nelle S. Noble of Des Moines; Dr. Ruth F. Wolcott of Spirit 
Lake. Dr. Sara Blaine Kaler was made a Life Member on payment of the 
life membership fee of $50. 

Branch 19 then met annually with the State Society of Iowa Medical 
Women, having joint programs and social affairs, but with separate business 
meetings. In 1940 it was voted to ask to unite with the State Society of 
Towa Medical Women, which request was tabled until 1941 so that the 
State Society of Iowa Medical Women might determine the wishes of all 
of its members. In 1941 at Davenport, Branch 19 was taken into the State 
Society of Iowa Medical Women, and both names were used thereafter. 

Two women physicians from Iowa were honored with the presidency of 
the National association. 

In June 1940 Dr. Nelle 8. Noble of Des Moines, presided as President 
of the American Medical Women’s Association at the New York City Session. 

Dr. Helen Johnston of Des Moines presided as President of the American 
Medical Women’s Association at Atlantic City, N. J. session June 6-7, 
1947. Later that month Dr. Johnston sailed to attend the Medical Women’s 
International Association at Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

Since 1942 all meetings have been held in Des Moines, with business 
meetings only. 


The Women’s Auxiliary 


to the 
lowa State Medical Society 


MRS. FRED MOORE, Des Moines 


The Woman’s Auxiliary to ‘the American Medical Association was or- 
ganized in 1922. Some of the wives of Iowa physicians who accompanied 
their husbands to the meetings of the American Medical Association, at- 
tended the annual meetings of the Woman’s Auxiliary held at the same 
time. Recognizing its value to the medical profession, a few became in- 
dividual members of the National Auxiliary and began initiatiing organ- 
izations at home. This interest and feeling of responsibility led them to 
respond enthusiastically to a request that the doctors’ wives in Iowa con- 
sider forming a Woman’s Auxiliary to the Iowa State Medical Society. 

Mrs. M. Nelson Voldeng of Woodward, with the cooperation of Mrs. dA ey 
McLaughlin of Sioux City and the state medical society office, arranged for 
a meeting of doctors’ wives during the annual session of the State Medical 
Society in Des Moines in May, 1929. Mrs. George H. Hoxie of Kansas City, 
first vice-president of the Woman’s Auxiliary to the American Medical 
Association, was sent to attend the meeting. Thirty-five women repre- 
senting fourteen counties, met with Mrs. Hoxie at the Hotel Fort Des 
Moines on May 9 to consider organization. From this came a motion to 
organize and election of provisional officers as follows: 


President: Mrs. M. N. Voldeng, Woodward 
President-elect: Mrs. E, L. Bower, Guthrie Center 

First Vice-president: Mrs. P. B. McLaughlin, Sioux City 
Second Vice-president: Mrs. David H. Hopkins, Glidden 
Third Vice-president: Mrs. John H. Peck, Des Moines 
Secretary: Mrs. F. G. Murray, Cedar Rapids 

Treasurer: Mrs. Channing Smith, Granger 
Parliamentarian: Mrs. F. E. V. Shore, Des Moines 


The House of Delegates of the State Society approved the organization 
on May 10 and the women made it effective on May 11. Four Auxiliaries 
already existed in the state at that time. In Sioux City, the first to organize, 
there was the Medical-Dames organization. Other groups organized were 
Dallas-Guthrie, Twin Lake Society and Polk County. Through the forma- 
tion of the Woman’s Auxiliary to the Iowa State Medical Society, these 
as well as those later organized secured formal affiliation with the Woman’s 
Auxiliary to the American Medical Association, 

Mrs. Voldeng in her first message as President stated the purpose of the 
Auxiliary as follows: While the object of the Auxiliary may be to extend 
the aims of the medical profession through the women members of physi- 
cians’ families, to cooperate with other organizations which look to ad- 
vancement of health education, to further health activities and maintain 
a Speakers Bureau—we honestly believe the real object is to promote 
acquaintanceship among doctors’ families, that local unity and harmony 
may be increased. The Auxiliary may be an asset to state, district and 
county medical societies, assisting in the entertainment and creating a 
happy, wholesome atmosphere and the feeling of good fellowship that will 
make for better service and happier lives, And SO, may our slogan be: 
Every wife, mother, daughter, sister and widow of a physician a member 
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of the Auxiliary and an organized Woman’s Auxiliary to every county 
medical society.’’ ; 

County auxiliaries and membership increased slowly up to the war years 
when not only was new organization halted but the strain and disruption 
of war made it difficult for some counties to maintain their membership. 
The program pursued was the national one of promoting the circulation 
of Hygeia, and through a committee on legislation keeping the members 
informed about bills, both state and national, affecting health and the 
medical profession, County auxiliaries took on service projects arising 
from the particular needs in their community, such as regular sewing in 
a hospital, furnishing of hospital rooms, and work on health projects. 

The State Medical Society with its many resources has always been 
available to the Auxiliary. Early in its history, a Woman’s Auxiliary 
News-page became a part of the Journal of the State Society and since 
October, 1937, a reprint of this page has been mailed to each Auxiliary 
member, 

State programs have reflected the needs and demands of the times. As 
a health education project, the Auxiliary sponsored a health essay contest 
for nine years beginning in 1933-34. This had the endorsement and ap- 
proval of the State Department of Instruction and was open to high school 
students over the state. Money prizes were awarded. As many as seven 
hundred essays were submitted in one contest. 

A student nurse loan fund was created in 1942 to assist girls needing 
financial help to complete their training. The Cadet Nurse program during 
the war made it unnecessary to use the fund immediately but later, the 
ereat demand for nurses and the recruitment program not only put the 
fund to work but also made it necessary to turn to other loan funds for aid. 

During the war years, the American Medical Association urged the women . 
to concentrate on the betterment of public health, stressing nutrition and 
immunization. The membership was swept into defense work, giving service 
and leadership in the many phases of Red Cross, National Defense and 
other war work. 

The war over, the Auxiliary wakened to its responsibility for service in 
important and crucial areas. It took for its program emphasis: 

1. Active participation in the program of the American Cancer Society 
on the local and state levels as far as possible. 


2. Student nurse recruitment. 
3. Participation in the Iowa program for the handicapped. 


This latter program developed a working relationship and good coopera- 
tion with various state organizations and gave status to the Auxiliary. 
Doctors’ wives accepted leadership as county chairmen for the American 
Cancer Society and promoted its new program in every way. The Auxiliary 
in 1948 sponsored two projects in cooperation with the State Nurses As- 
sociation to help meet the nurse shortage. The first was a statewide stu- 
dent nurse recruitment program and the second, a survey to secure factual 
information on the status and needs of nursing in the state. Participation 
in the Iowa program for the handicapped helped interpret the various pro- 
grams of the Division of Special Education in the Department of Public 
Instruction, the Vocational Rehabilitation Division and the Iowa Society 
for Crippled Children and Adults. In cooperation with the latter, three 
Auxiliaries in different parts of the state (Woodbury, Polk and Dubuque) 
have sponsored ‘‘Craft and Hobby Shows’’ at which handwork made by 
the handicapped in Iowa was exhibited and sold. 

Each year doctors have become more conscious of the vital part their 
wives play in the field of public relations and have gained a new concept 
of the importance of the Auxiliary. Since its members have many contacts 
apart from Auxiliary work, its influence is widespread. In 1948 the mem- 
bers of the Woman’s Auxiliary were recognized as the ‘‘greatest single 
asset the American Medical Association has in helping to meet its great 
problems.’’ These problems were freely shared and doctors’ wives were 
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asked to play a great role in meeting them. The Auxiliary was asked to 
expand its organization to include every doctor’s wife and to develop a 
membership thoroughly schooled in the immediate medical issues. To meet 
this challenge, more counties have been and are being organized and the 
number of members-at-large in unorganized counties has been increased. 
At the end of 1948-1949, there were thirty-two Auxiliaries with a member- 
ship of 750. The whole organization has been mobilized into an active 
public relations program committed to its task of intelligently interpreting 
the program designed to destroy not only the American way of medical 
care but the American way of life as well. 

A history of the Woman’s Auxiliary in Iowa would not be complete 
without paying homage to the fine leadership that has been given by our 
members as individuals in the health work of many organizations in the 
state. The time and talents of many have been given generously according 
to the background of their training and experience. A graphic picture 
would show them serving iin the Iowa Congress of Parent-Teachers As- 
sociations in which the Summer Round-up was one of the finest pieces of 
health work, in the Field Army for Cancer Research, in the health sections 
of the Iowa Federations of Women’s Clubs, in the Iowa Society for Mental 
Hygiene, in the Iowa Society for Crippled Children and Adults, on the 
planning committees of community workshops and many others on the 
state and local level. The uniqueness of their position in having access to 
authentic sources of medical information have made them a powerful force 
in extending the aims of the medical profession to all organizations which 
look to the advancement of health and health education. 


List of Presidents 
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History Of The Iowa State Medical 
Library 
Jeannette Dean-Throckmorton, A.M., M.D. 
Des Moines 

The Iowa State Medical Library is located in Des Moines, 
across the street from the State House, in the Historical Build- — 
ing, and has been in existence thirty years. 

Agitation for a medical department of the Iowa State Library 
began about 1913, with the State Librarian, Mr. Johnson Brigham, 
and Judge H. E. Deemer, at that time chairman of the book 
committee of the Iowa State Library, vigorously assisting the 
movement. The library board of trustees instructed Mr. Brigham 
to seek counsel with the Polk County Medical Society and 
procure from that society a recommendation as to the type of 
books which would be most helpful to the profession. Mr. 
Brigham wanted a collection of medical works which would be 
of real service to the profession. 

This was done, and a committee from the Polk County Medical 
Society recommended two long sets, one of which, the Proceedings 
of the London Pathological Society, from Volume One (1848) 
to Volume Fifty-eight (1907), was purchased. The other, Virchow’s 
Archives, printed only in German, was at that time deemed too 
costly for purchase. Later, full sets of the two leading medical 
periodicals in this country, the Journal of the American Medical 
Association and the New York Medical Journal were bought, 
and these have been continued to the present date. 

In the meantime, through the American Library Association, 
a system of interlibrary loans had become general. A few 
scholarly physicians and surgeons in Iowa availed themselves of 
the system through the medium of the State Library, and were 
enabled to borrow, for brief periods, books and periodicals from 
the John Crerar Library in Chicago, and from the Surgeon- 
General’s Library at Washington, D. C. Mr. Brigham felt that 
what the Surgeon-General’s Library and the John Crerar Library 
were able to do for the practitioners of the country, the State 
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Library of Iowa should be able to do for the physicians and 
Surgeons of Iowa. In his biennial report to the state Mr. Brigham! 
Says: “‘A study of the card-system of a leading surgeon in Des 
Moines, Dr. Oliver J. Fay, suggested a plan, which, submitted 
to Judge Deemer, and to a committee of the State Medical 
Society, seemed so feasible that conferences were afterwards held 
by Judge Deemer and myself with Doctors Gershom H. Hill and 
W. W. Pearson, representing the State Medical Society, and a 
general plan of operation was agreed upon. 

‘The State Library Board set apart for the proposed medical 
library a small room on the second floor of the Historical 
Building, and requested the executive council to purchase steel 
bookstacks for the room. The council promptly ordered the stacks 
and same were installed. 

“The custodians of the library of Drake University medical 
school, recently closed, turned over the State Library a collection 
numbering over one thousand medical works. 

“Doctors Gershom H. Hill, E. E. Dorr, O. W. Criley, Walter 
L. Bierring, W. W. Pearson, D. S. Fairchild and others, also 
donated several hundred volumes. These, with those already in the 
general library, make a strong nucleus for the proposed medical 
department. 

‘““The Iowa State Medical Society has for the past two years 
had a standing committee to cooperate with a standing committee 
of the State Library Board. After several conferences and an 
examination by the committee of the room set apart for the 
medical library, including the shelving and the books placed upon 
the shelves in classified order, a more detailed working agree- 
ment was reached by the two committees as to the best means 
of securing the desired end; namely, the creation of a medical 
library which shall prove as helpful to the physicians and sur- 
geons of the state and to the students of medicine and surgery 
as is the present law department to the courts, the bar, and 
students of law. 

‘“My hope, shared by the committees mentioned, is that the 
State will make it possible for even the most remote practitioner 
to avail himself of the resources of the medical library. 

‘The committee representing the Iowa State Medical Society 
proposes to join with the State Library board in asking the 
General Assembly to create a relatively small fund for the 
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proposed department, and to provide the State Library with a 
medical assistant ... who shall be one who has had the advantage 
of an education in medicine and surgery, and is familiar with 
the languages in which the literature of his profession finds 
expression. ”’ 

In his report two years later Mr. Brigham? states: ‘‘I am able 
to report only slight progress during the past biennial period 
toward the creation of a medical department. The proposed 
department is, in my judgment, of much importance to the state 
and the future of the medical profession in Iowa.’’ 

Again, two years later, Mr. Brigham*, in his biennial report 
mentions the death of Judge H. E. Deemer, with his desire for 
a medical library still unrealized, and urged: ‘‘What more fitting 
tribute to the great Iowan, and to the great medical profession 
that during our two years of war has so unselfishly given itself 
to the cause of human liberty, than to take prompt legislative 
action establishing the medical department urged by Judge 
Deemer and by the medical profession of the state?”’ 

Doctor D. 8. Fairchild spoke in a similar strain when he said 
in an editorial> in the JOURNAL OF THE IOWA STATE 
MEDICAL SOCIETY: ‘‘The death of Judge Deemer removes a 
citizen that Iowa could not well spare ... With all the people’s 
welfare in mind, he sought to improve their opportunities for 
knowledge. The great law library was the product of his efforts 
and no attorney can fail of a feeling of pride when he visits thie 
capitol in search of authority to support his legal contentions .. 
He devoted much time and thought to the development of the 
historical branch of the state library. One of the efforts of the 
later years of his useful life was to develop a medical department 
of the state library. 

‘Judge Deemer, Johnson Brigham, Doctors Bierring, Pearson, 
Fay and Hill devoted much time to a plan to bring about so 
desirable an addition to public welfare. The first essential was 
an appropriation sufficient to secure a trained medical librarian 
and as rapidly as possible, secure expensive reference works 
on medicine and journals, which were beyond the reach of the 
medical practitioner of limited income. In this respect, the medical 
profession has sustained a great loss in the death of Judge 
Deemer, who visited many medical centers to get the best ideas 
in relation to medical libraries ... It would be a fitting testi- 
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monial of respect to the memory of Judge Deemer who devoted 
so much time and thought to increasing our opportunities for 
medical knowledge, if the profession of Iowa would join in an 
united effort to secure from the present legislature, the accom- 
plishment of what he had so much at heart: a medical department 
of the state library.’’ 

Finally the long desired objective was attained, and a medical 
department of the Iowa State Library was established in July, 
1919, by the Thirty-eighth General Assembly, occupying one 
small room on the second floor of the Historical Building. At 
the end of its first year the department was composed of 1,430 
volumes, made up by the transfer of medical books already in 
the general library, and those donated by the Drake University 
medical library, the Medical Library Club, the JOURNAL of the 
Iowa State Medical Society, the State Board of Health, the Des 
Moines Medical Women’s Clinic, and Doctors Greshom H. Hill, 
David Sturgis Fairchild, A. A. Anderson, Benton H. Criley, 
O. W. Lowrey, Lewis Schooler, E. E. Dorr, W. L. Bierring and 
many other individuals 

The unique feature of the Iowa State Medical Library is 
the loaning system which extends into every county in Iowa. At 
the time of its origin in 1919 this service was characteristic of 
the Iowa State Medical Library alone. This loaning system was 
in use by the Iowa State Traveling Library under Miss Julia 
Robinson, and from it Mr. Brigham patterned his plan for the 
proposed medical department. 

However, let Mr. Brigham‘ again speak and tell it in his own 
words: “The plan of service contemplated by the new medical 
department is in one respect unique in the history of medical 
libraries. The lawyer retained in an important case can take 
time to ‘camp down’ in the State Law Library and work up his 
ease, either under pressure or at his leisure; but the physician or 
surgeon cannot well leave his practice for even a day to 
consult the reports and authorities in a single case. Even if he 
could take the time, the case in hand might be too serious to 
admit of delay. 

“From long association with the State’s Traveling Library, 
with its loaning system extending into every county in Towa, I 
conceived the idea of utilizing the same system in the proposed 
medical department. Presenting my scheme of utilization to my 
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fellow state librarians in conference at Washington, D. C., a few 
years ago, I found it met with their enthusiastic approval, and was 
urged to try it out in Iowa and later report the measure of 
success it should attain. I found that nearly every state library 
and, large reference library in the country had its problem in 
the shape of collections of medical works which remained on the 
shelves practically unused, with the certainty that new purchases 
would share the same fate. The traveling library plan proposed 
would solve the problem.’’ 

The success of the mailing system has surpassed all expectations, 
for it now comprises the main work of the library, making the 
volumes in the medical library accessible to doctors any place in 
the state. 


The first librarian, Miss Margaret Brinton, was followed by 
Miss Lavina Steele, Miss Frances VanZandt and Mrs. Helen 
Kurt, in the first ten years of the library’s existence. 

The present librarian, Jeannette Dean-Throckmorton, M.D., 
took charge in 1929, at which time the medical library, then ten 
years of age, was composed of 9,000 books and 3,004 reprints, but 
no card index for transactions of societies or special chapters in 
books. At the present time there are 37,846 books, over 60,000 
reprints indexed and filed, and a card index made for hundreds 
of society transactions and chapters in books, In addition, the 
present librarian started a collection of rare books, and a museum 
of medical objects of historical interest which includes old in- 
struments, old fee bills, secretaries’ records of medical societies 
of this state, photographs of ‘‘Three Generations of Doctors in 
Towa’, and other photographs of medical eroups and individuals. 
The original list of 78 journals recommended by the standing 
committee of the Iowa State Medical Society, Doctors Hill, 


Fairchild, Bierring and Fay now totals 301 of which 80 are 
eifts. 


The services of the library include the following conveniences. 
If a doctor has a paper to write or wishes to read on some 
unusual subject, he can send in his request and by return mai 
receive the latest books and journals. Promptness in getting 
literature to a doctor was made a rule by the present librarian, 
since the time at the disposal of a busy doctor is limited and 
liable to many interruptions. Doctors may have journals of their 
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own selection mailed to them yegularly. The period of loan is 
two weeks, with the privilege of one renewal, providing other calls 
have not been received. The only expense is the postage. The 
library is open from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Monday through 
Friday. 

The services given have been greatly increased and broadened 
during the past 20 years, so that in addition to the mailing and 
reference services, they now include bibliographies covering the 
entire literature in foreign as well as in the English language, 
and expert assistance to lawyers in medico-legal and compensation 
court cases. The advantage of having a doctor of medicine as 
medical librarian is obvious, and Iowa is one of the sixteen so 
privileged in the United States and Canada. 

The circulation of the library has greatly increased; 20 years 
ago°, 2,048 people used 9,694 pieces of literature, last. year 7,667 
people consulted 47,998 books and journals. The doctors of Iowa 
are still making gifts to the library as generously as they did in 
its inception; last year in twelve months they gave 17,601 books, 
journals and reprints, and several framed pictures of medical 
interest as well as old medical instruments and other items of 
medical interest. : 

In 1939, after exactly twenty years of existence, the Forty- 
eighth General Assembly passed a library consolidation — bill 
which vitally affected the medical library. This bill created three 
libraries: The Medical, the Law and the Traveling, the latter 
absorbing the former general and economies libraries. The office 
of state librarian was abolished. The Senate passed this bill 
without one dissenting vote, on February 7, 1939. The House 
waS an unanimous as the Senate had been, passing the bill on 
February 8, 1939. It was signed by Governor George A. Wilson 
on February 13, and printed February 16 in the Chariton 
Herald-Patriot and the Shenandoah Evening Sentinel, by which 
act and on which date it became a law. } 

The Medical Library, by virtue of the above bill, is now ealled 
the “Iowa State Medical Library’’ instead of being a medical 
department of the Iowa State Library. The medical librarian is 
directly responsible to the state library board consisting of the 
governor, the superintendent of public instruction, and one 
Supreme court Justice. It receives its support directly through 
Legislative Appropriation, the disbursement of which is under 
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THE IOWA DOCTOR IN THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR 
J. Fred Clarke, M.D.* 
“ Fairfield 


Following the declaration of War with Spain by President McKinley, 
April 24, 1898, the four Iowa Volunteer Regiments, the Forty-ninth, the 
Fiftieth, the Fifty-first and the Fifty-second, were encamped at Camp 
McKinley, Des Moines, April 26, 1898, and there mustered into United 
States Service and remained until assigned elsewhere. Colonel James 
Taggart Priestley was Surgeon General of the Iowa National Guard and 
Surgeon in charge of Camp McKinley. 

The Forty-ninth Regiment was transferred June ii 1898, to Camp 
Cuba Libre, Jacksonville, Florida, remaining until August 18, 1898, when 
the Regiment was ordered to Savannah, Georgia, and on December tie), 
1898 it embarked for Havana, Cuba, and was mustered out of service 
May 13, 1899, 

While his Regiment was not in any battles, yet the service it performed 
was most hard and trying. Its greatest enemy was disease. During the 


the troops with 56 deaths, or 11.2 per cent, which was quite remarkable, 
being the same as at the Montreal General Hospital (Osler). The shortage 
of medical personnel, nurses, and adequate facilities, made it difficult to 


The hospital corps of the regiment comprised Surgeon Major J. Fred 
Clarke, Fairfield; Assistant Surgeons, Captains: Edw. L. Martindale, 
Clinton; John Hamilton, Cedar Rapids; Edw. G. Beeson, Marshalltown. Of 
the three hospital stewards one was A. B. Deering, a graduate physician. 

The Fiftieth Regiment encamped at Camp Cuba Libre, Jacksonville, 
Florida on May 24, 1898, and was placed under command of General H. W. 
Lawton and later under General Fitzhugh Lee. It was evidently a very 
“wet season’’, and by July 15, 1898 the camp is described as ‘‘a veritable 
mud hole’’. 

Soon after arrival Major Surgeon Charles M. Robertson of Davenport 
was promoted to Chief Brigade Surgeon with the rank of Colonel. He was 
succeeded by Major Charles SQ. Grant, Iowa City. The further medical 
personnel being Surgeon Major John W. Harriman, Iowa City, and Assistant 
Surgeon Captain Gilbert §. Pray of Webster City. 

On November 2, 1898, the Regiment returned to Camp McKinley, Des 
Moines, and was mustered out of service on November 30, 1899, 

The Fifty-first Iowa Volunteer Regiment left Des Moines, June 5, 





*Major-Surgeon 49th Ta. Vol. Reg. 1898-9; Colonel M.C., U.S.A., World 
War I, 1917-19; deceased April 12, 1942. Further information obtained 
from Reports of Adj..Gen. M. H. Beyers, 1898-9 and Adj. Gen. Guy A. 
Logan. 
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1898 by rail for San Francisco, encamped at Camp Merritt until November 
3, 1898, when it embarked for Manilla Bay, P.L., arriving December 28, 
1898. The Regiment from February 9 to August 9, 1899 participated in 
sixteen engagements of the Phillippine expedition. While the regiment was 
at Camp Merritt, Surgeon Major W. S. H. Matthews was appointed brigade 
surgeon, and left the organization. David 8. Fairchild, Jr., was promoted 
to Major in command, Donald Macrae, Jr., promoted to Captain, and 
Wilbur S. Conkling was promoted from Sergeant, Hospital Corps to First 
Lieutenant, and all served in such capacities throughout the Phillippine 
service. 

The Fifty-second Iowa Volunteer Regiment left Des Moines May 28, 
1898 for Chickamauga Park, Georgia, and was assigned to the Third Brigade, 
Second Division, Third Army Corps. It left Chickamauga Park for Des 
Moines, arriving at Camp McKinley August 30, 1898, and was mustered 
out of service October 30, 1898. 

The Hospital Corps of the Fifty-second Iowa Volunteer Regiment com- 
prised: Surgeon Major Andrew C. Bergen, Sioux City; Assistant Surgeon 
Captain Van Buren Knott, Sioux City; Assistant Surgeon Captain Frank J. 
Murphy, Sioux City. 

The hospital corps of each regiment consisted generally of one surgeon, 
two assistant surgeons, and three hospital stewards. The latter were often 
registered pharmacists and occasionally a graduate physician. The Surgeon 
also requested the Colonel to detail a number of men from the different 
companies to be trained as nurses and litter bearers. 





IOWA DOCTORS IN WORLD WAR I 
N. Boyd Anderson, M.D.* 


Des Moines 


On April 7, 1917, President Woodrow Wilson requested Congress to 
declare war on Germany. The entire nation was united behind its President, 
and no State was move ready to throw the weight of its wealth and 
resources into the balance than Iowa. 

A year before, the Iowa National Guard, to the number of 4500, had 
been called into military service at the Mexican Border, including a field 
hospital, an ambulance company, and sanitary attachments. These were sent 
to Camp Victoria, Brownsville, Texas. Among the Lowa physicians who were 
assigned to the Mexican Border service were Doctors David 8. Fairchild, 
Jr., Edward L. Martindale, Ben C. Everall, Kurt Jaenicke, Frank J. 
Murphy, William Jepson, James S. Gaumer, Elmer P. Weih, Wilbur S&S. 
Conkling, John Russell, Rodney P. Fagen, Frank L. Love, Earl B. Bush, 
Donald Macrae, Peter H. Schroeder, Thomas F. Duhigg, Thomas A. Bur- 
cham, James G. Macrae, Edgar Earwood, Frederick H. Roost, most of whom 
were mustered out in February 1917, and a few months later were com- 
missioned in the Army of the United States, and saw active Service with 
distinction in the American Expeditionary Forces. 

For the first time, a great modern military training camp was located in 
Iowa; Camp Dodge, about ten miles northwest of Des Moines, Construction 
was begun in a corn field early in June 1917, and two thousand buildings 
were erected in eighty days, being formally opened in August for about 
40,000 men chiefly from Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota and Central 
Illinois. Here many Iowa medical officers received their training before 
being assigned to other posts or overseas. Two Iowa officers became 
commanding medical officers of Camp Dodge — Lieut. Colonel Edward T, 
Edgerly and Lt. Colonel O. W. King. (During the dark weeks of the 





*World War I. Colonel M.R.C., U.S.A., Citation Order of Merit. 
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influenza epidemic in October 1918, the medical officers performed creditable 
service). 

In every phase of the war, Iowa’s medical men gave whole hearted 
response. They volunteered for service with active units; they served on 
local boards as examiners, or on special advisory boards. No job was too 
small or too large for them. All sections of the State gave their doctors 
in order that the doughboy or gob might have the best of medical care. 

The excellent physical showing made by Iowa selected men at their 
examination at mobilization camps reflects credit upon the 503 physicians 
who served at one time or another on medical advisory boards, or as medical 
member of a Local Board, or as additional medical examiners. Of the 112 
physicians originally appointed as the medical member of Local Boards, 96 
served throughout the war; three died in Service and thirteen resigned to 
accept commissions in the Medical Reserve Corps. 

There were thirty-three Medical Advisory Boards in Iowa with a total 
membership of 212. These Boards were selected by Major W. W. Pearson, 
Medical Aide to the Governor, assisted by Dr. D. 98. MauchidsnJdr-j5 Lr 
Thomas B. Throckmorton and Dr. Walter L. Bierring. Of this membership 
in course of a year, thirty-two entered Federal Service, one died, and ten 
were removed by Order of Provost Marshall in order to reduce membership 
and make more physicians available for the Army. 

Camp rejections of inducted men from the several states because of 
physical defects from February to September 1918, placed Iowa in seventh 
place. The work of the medical examiners reached high water mark during 
the examination of the first series of registrants of the class of September 
1918, when Iowa was the fourth State in the Union to complete its work, 
and the second State in its class, according to population. This group 
of Iowa’s medical men came through with a great job, a job well done. 

Those medical men, and there were 839 of them, who carried the Wild 
Rose of Iowa into camps, corps, combat or sick-bay; created for themselves 
and the state a heritage never to be forgotten. General hospitals, base 
hospitals, evacuation, mobile, sanitary trains, infantry medical detachments, 
naval units, ete., all were taken in stride by the men of Iowa medicine. 
France knew them by their share in the Rainbow Division, as did Camp Lee, 
the 32nd Ambulance Company, Mobile Hospital No. 1, Evacuation Hospital 
No. 16, General Hospitals, 42nd Sanitary Train, and so on. One could name 
for hours the units with which they served. There were those who gave 
their all, and in all calmness answered the final roll call. To these, we 
salute — and may their Val Halla be what they expected with the full 
knowledge that they kept the faith — they were soldiers, — Doctors. 


IOWA PHYSICIANS IN WORLD WAR II 
Donald C. Conzett, M.D.* 
Dubuque 


December 7, 1941 is indelibly etched on our memories as the date of the 
beginning of World War II. Though war was officially declared on that 
date preparation had been in progress for over a year preceding the 
Pearl Harbor incident. The National Guard had been inducted into Federal 
Service on February 10, 1941 and with it went a complement of 46 
practicing Iowa Physicians with Colonel Earl Bush of Ames as Senior 
Officer. Shortly thereafter Reserve Officers received orders for duty as 
their units became activated. The Selective Service System had ‘been 
inaugurated and following is an abstract of its operation in Towa. 

‘“The Selective Training and Service Act of 1940 was signed by the 
President and became effective on September 16, 1940. Lieutenant Colonel 


*Colonel, M.C., A.U.S. 
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Robert 8. Shane, Medical Corps, was called to active duty and assigned as 
Medical Officer of Iowa State Headquarters, Selective Service System. His 
first duty was the selection of physicians in each of the counties to function 
as examining physicians, members of medical advisory boards, and members 
of boards of appeal. This was promptly accomplished through the whole- 
hearted cooperation of the Iowa State Medical Society. The physicians 
selected were nominated by the Governor and appointed by the President of 
the United States, 

Seven hundred forty-three physicians served as examining physicians, 130 
as members of medical advisory boards and 6 as members of boards of 
appeal. Forty six died during the operation of the law. It is quite probable 
that additional physicians rendered valuable service, although not formally 
appointed. All were relieved as of March 31, 1947. All service in connection 
with the examination of registrants was performed without compensation. 

The patriotic and unselfish service of the overworked members of the 
medical profession, and the genuine cooperation of officials of the Iowa 
State Medical Society, contributed materially to the success of the Selective 
Service System in Iowa. It is estimated that in excess of 300,000 physical 
examinations to determine qualification for service in the armed forces 
were given by the uncompensated examining physicians and medical advisory 
board members during the operation of the law.’’ 

With the tremendous numbers of men being taken into service it was 
apparent that a great number of doctors would be needed in the camps, 
on the ships and later on the battlefields. The existing Tables of Organiza- 
tion rapidly became obsolete. The numerical need for Medical Officers 
was revised again and again. Newspapers were splashing headlines that the 
doctors would be drafted. The people at home, the civilians, began to ery that 
their medical care would be disrupted. However, the American Medical 
Association with all its component State Societies made available to the 
Government all data which had been secured from every practicing physician 
in the country and soon a plan was evolved whereby, through voluntary 
enlistment, the quota of needed Medical Officers was attained. 

Catagorically the age of 45 was set as the upper limit at which a 
physician should be physically fit for active duty. Many Iowa physicians 
over this age volunteered and served with distinction and it may be 
truthfully stated that many hundreds of doctors, whose zeal surpassed their 
physique, attempted in devious ways to enter service only to find that the 
inelastic qualifications of physical standards barred their path to active 
military duty. 

An office was established, civilian in nature, known as the Procurement 
and Assignment Service. The Iowa branch operated in Cedar Rapids and was 
manned throughout by Dr. Thomas F. Suchomel. Serving without compensa- 
tion as did all other civilian physicians in war work, Dr. Suchomel carried 
on a work, often fraught with unpleasantness, in a highly commendable 
manner. It was his duty, after consultation with local and county authorities, 
to determine which physicians were essential to their home communities and 
which of those 45 and under might be available for military service. A 
Procurement Agency was then established by the Army for enlistment of 
these available doctors. Dentists were handled through the same office. This 
office was commanded by Colonel John I. Marker of Davenport who was 
later relieved by Colonel (then Major) Donald C. Conzett of Dubuque. To the 
great credit of the physicians of Iowa it may be stated that their accept- 
ance of service was startling in the degree of patriotism: shown. Leaving 
families, and often recently established practices to accept commissions 
which would mean great financial sacrifices, they cheerfully took their 
oaths of office and proceeded for assignment. Only 2 or 3 recalcitrants 
proved troublesome and undoubtedly their lack of patriotism will live with 
them forever. And to the glory of the physicians of Iowa, the records 
showed at completion of Procurement that Iowa had 127 per cent of its 
quota! 
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_ The statistics released by the War Department are of great interest in 
this regard. This compilation was based on figures of July 1, 1943, 18 
months after our entrance into war and with 2 years of actual combat 
remaining. For this reason the totals are not completely accurate for in 
1944 and 1945 a considerable number of young physicians just completing 
their schooling or hospital assignments entered active duty. In addition 
older physicians, either released from the ‘‘essential’’ classification or 
feeling a belated urge to enlist, likewise saw service. None the less, these 
figures are enlightening. 

At this time, July 1, 1943, Iowa had 2673 licensed physicians exclusive 
of those retired. There were 709 on extended active duty in one or another 
branches of the service. This left 1964 to carry on the duties of caring for 
the civilian population. Of those 709, 641 were 45 years of age or under 
while 68 were of the older age group. Four hundred thirty five doctors 
under 45 were left at home but these included many who had physical 
disabilities or who were listed as essential to their communities, The economic 
situation of the doctor was not considered as a cause for rejection. The fact 
that he was given a commission was considered adequate compensation even 
though he may have had a large family and heavy unpaid obligations. We 
may take great pride in the fact, as depicted in this same chart of July 
1943, that 59.6 per cent of the doctors of Iowa under 45 were in service — 
a figure exceeded by only 2 States; Florida with 60.5 per cent and 
Colorado with 59.7 .per cent. Further, only 21.1 per cent of the doctors 45 
and under were left at home and only 2 States had a lower percentage ; 
Arkansas with 17.7 per cent and Mississippi with 18.9 per cent. 

When the number of doctors serving in a non uniformed capacity-those on 
the various boards listed above-is added to those on active duty, a total 
of 1588 is reached. This then totals 59.4 per cent of the active physicians 
of the State engaged in full or part time service during the war. Surely 
no other profession, trade or business, can claim such a record of service 
to Country. 

But with pride of accomplishment fresh in our memories we turn to the 
somber side of war. Our doctors in service were in every theatre of operation 
and as the troops advanced their Medical Officers accompanied them. 
Casualty lists were posted with the news of every victory and though all 
those physicians lost in service were not actual battle casualties, none the 
less their deaths were incurred in service and all are therefore enshrined 
in our memories for all time. The following 12 Towa physicians were 
killed or died in service: 


Martin E. Harlan, Onawa 

Robert W. Baker, Davenport 
Roderick F. MacDougal, Cedar Rapids 
O. Donald Thatcher, Fort Dodge 
Glenn HE. Harrison, Mason City 
Eugene W. Springer, Iowa City 
Richard Paul Morden, Des Moines 
Ralph W. Snodgrass, Des Moines 
Carl B. Hall, Dubuque 

William D. Yavorsky, Cedar Rapids 
M. P. Adams, Iowa City 

N. E. Zahrt, Iowa City 


There is no record available of those who received injuries or were 
wounded. Nor can we ascertain the numbers who incurred disease or suffered 
aggravation of underlying conditions. It is likewise impossible to cite the 
awards won but they were legion, Suffice it to say that Iowa physicians, 
whether Battalion Surgeons, Ward Officers or Hospital Commanders, 
acquitted themselves in a manner in which the profession of the State may 
be indeed proud. The record would not be complete if we did not mention 
the Army Hospitals which were in Iowa. Colonel J. HU. MeNinch, the 
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Director of the Historical Division, Department of the Army, writes as 
follows: 

‘*A board of officers, Brig. Gen. Joseph E. Bastion, Lt. Col. Benjamin 
Norris, M.C., and Lt. Col. Seth O. Craft, M.A.C., surveyed Galesburg, 
Illinois; Cedar Rapids and Clinton Iowa, to determine a suitable site for a 
general hospital in that area, and selected Clinton on 3 April 1942. 

The War Department authorized construction of a 1,000-bed hospital. The 
citizens of Clinton, acting through the local Chamber of Commerce, donated 
approximately $83,000 with which was purchased approximately 122 
acres. This was turned over the Government together with land containing 
Root Memorial Park, making a total of approximately 160 acres. The site 
was within the city limits, about five from U.S. Highway No. 30. The 
hospital was named for Lt. William Rhinehart Schick, M.D., killed in the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the first medical officer to be killed by 
enemy action in World War II. 

Exeavation and grading began 19 May 1942, and a majority of the 
buildings were completed during December 1942. Additional buildings for 
nurses’ and officers’ quarters and to accommodate 500 more beds were 
authorized 9 March 1945 and construction completed during July 1943. 

The hospital was activated 4 September 1942, and Col. Dean F. Winn, 
M.C., assumed command 27 October 1942. The first patients were received 
February 12, 1943. The formal dedication took place 7 October 1943, when, 
among other notables, The Surgeon General, Maj. Gen. Norman T. Kirk, 
and Col. H. C. Gibner, M.C., Surgeon of the Seventh Service Command, 
were present. On 11 August 1944 the Iowa State Medical Society convened 
at Schick General Hospital; Dr. Morris Fishbein and Col. Grover C. 
Pemberthy, M.D., Surgical Consultant of the Seventh Service Command, 
were the principal speaker. 

The following table shows the strength of the Medical Corps and of all 
Medical Department commissioned officers on duty at Schick General 
Hospital on 31 December 1943, 1944, and 1945: 


Medical Department 


Date Medical Corps Commissioned Of ficers 
31 December 1943 42 70 
31 December 1944 38 119 
31 December 1945 Mey, 257 


Other Medical Department installations in Jowa included the station 
hospitals at Fort Des Moines and Camp Dodge and at the Algona and 
Clarinda Prisoner-of-War Camps. An induction station was located at Fort 
Des Moines from 1940 to 1 August 1942, and one at Camp Dodge from 1 
August 1942 to 12 July 1944.’ 

The College of Medicine of the State University was drained heavily of its 
Staff, both teaching and resident. Consequently they had to carry on a 
full program, under an accelerated schedule with a skeleton staff. Records 
from the Dean’s office showed the following breakdown of physicians from 
the University Staff in service: 

‘Associate professor 1, assistant professors 3, associates 11, instruc- 
tors 24, assistants 32, residents 65, interns 48, total 184. Of these 
150 were in the Army, 33 in the Navy, and 1 in the United States 
Public Health Service. Seventeen members of the non-academic staff 
(secretarial and technical) were in service; 12 in the Army, 3 in the 
Navy, 1 in the Sea Bees and 1 in the United States Public Health 
Service’?. 

Cessation of hostilities allowed for the gradual return of the doctors to 
civilian life and as rapidly as they became soldiers, as quickly they become 
civilians. The doctors had trouble in again resuming practice. Rehabilitation 
was no problem; each settled quietly into his respective niche secretly glad 
that he had been able to contribute his share in a great and glorious 
undertaking. 


The lowa State Board Of Health 


STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
Walter L. Bierring, M.D. 
Des Moines 


The eighteenth General Assembly enacted ‘‘An Act to establish a State 
Board of Health in the State of Iowa, to provide for collecting of vital 
statistics and to assign certain duties to local boards of health, and to 
punish neglect of duties’’, which was signed by Governor John H. Gear on 
March 26, 1880. 

The Act provided that the Board consist of nine members, one of which 
should be the Attorney-General (by virtue of his office), one civil engineer 
and seven physicians. The term of office to be seven years, and in the 
case of physician members, the term of one should expire each year. 

Governor Gear made the following appointments effective April 23, 1880; 
William 8. Robertson, M.D. (R) Muscatine; Philip W. Llewellyn, M.D. 
(R), Clarinda; Wilmot H. Dickinson, M.D. (H), Des Moines; H. H. 
Clarke = M.Dy CR), McGregor; Justice M. Hull, M.D. (Eel.), Lake 
Mills; Ephraim M. Reynolds, M.D. (R), Centerville; George F. Roberts, 
M.D. (H), Waterloo; James F. Loring, civil engineer, Dallas Center; and 
John F. McJunkin, Attorney General, Washington. 

The first meeting of the Board was held on May 5, 1880, at the State 
House, Des Moines, at which a permanent organization was perfected, and 
Dr. W. 8. Robertson was elected President, and Mr. L. F. Andrews as. 
Secretary. The election of Dr. Robertson as president was a fitting recogni- 
tion of his efforts as State Senator in securing the passage of the Act 
establishing the State Board of Health. On taking the chair as president 
he addressed the Board as follows: 


‘“Gentlemen: We have come together at the call of the Governor for 
the purpose of organizing a State Board of Health as provided for 
in Chapter 151 of the Acts of the 18th General Assembly of the 
State of Iowa. 

It is a subject of gratulation that the last legislature has placed 
our state abreast of so many of her sister states on the great work 
of sanitary progress by creating a State Board of Health, which may 
inaugurate such measures as will materially limit the spread and 
reduce the mortality of many of the diseases of the country ~ = 

It shall then become our duty to do much toward educating the 
people in the principles of hygiene and sanitary reform; to show them 
something of the nature and many of the causes * * * 

Let it be our endeavor by wise and timely suggestions so to mould 
popular opinion and so to instruct the masses in the elements of sanitary 
science that all may recognize the wisdom in the enactment of the 
health law which shall give them purer water, better drainage, better 
ventilated homes, more healthy food, and longer life — all to be 
desir edie =* 

In conclusion, Gentlemen, let me express the hope that the operation 
of this Board in the sanitary measures it may inaugurate and carry 


“In the preparation of this article, special acknowledgement is extended 
to Dr. Frederick J. Swift — ‘‘History of the Iowa State Board of Plea lilive: 
Jour. I.S.M.S., May, June, July 1934. 
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out, may so demonstrate the wisdom of its creation that it may prove a 
blessing to the whole state and that with advancing years it may 
develop a strength and influence for good which shall make Iowa one 
of the most salubrious as it is, one of the most prosperous states 
of our confederation. ’’ : 


The annual appropriation for the first State Board of Health was 
$5,000.00 with the provision that the Secretary’s salary should not exceed 
$1,200.00 per year. The following year the law was changed requiring the 
secretary to be a physician. Mr. Andrews was elected assistant secretary 
and served as such for eighteen years. 

At the meeting on May 5, 1881, Dr. R. J. Farquharson of Davenport 
was elected the first medical secretary of the State Board. It was a 
fortunate choice because he brought to the new Board the advantages of 
a cultural education and extensive experience in the practice of medicine. 
He graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1844, at twenty years 
of age. After a year of special internship at Blockley Hospital, Philadelphia, 
and a short-period of practice in New Orleans, he entered the U. S. Navy. 
as assistant surgeon, serving until 1855 when he returned to Nashville 
to practice. In 1868 he located in Davenport, and was active in The 
Academy of Sciences and the Scott County Medical Society until his 
removal to Des Moines in 1881. He was privileged to serve only a short 
three years, dying of an acute disease on September 6, 1884, which was a 
great loss to the Board, and the Iowa profession ‘‘lost one of its brightest 
lights and earnest workers in sanitary sciencé’’, 

Following the death of Dr. Farquharson, Dr. Josiah Forrest Kennedy was 
elected Secretary of the Board on May 14, 1885. He was a graduate of 
the medical department of the University of New York in 1858, and 
located in Tipton, Iowa, for practice. Following his military service in the 
Civil War he returned to practice in Tipton, and a few years later moved 
to Des Moines. He was an active member of the Polk County and State 
Medical Societies, serving several years as Secretary of the State Society. 
He was also a member of the American Public Health Association. 


The First Medical Practice Act 


Prior to 1886 there was no law regulating the practice of medicine. How- 
ever, an act to regulate the practice of pharmacy and the sale of medicine 
and poisons was passed in 1880, and an act to regulate the practice of 
dentistry was enacted in1882. The Medical Practice Act passed the twenty- 
first General Assembly and became effective July 1, 1886. It required ‘‘ that 
every person practicing medicine, surgery or obstetrics, within the State, 
to possess the qualifications of this Act’’. It created a State Board of 
Medical Examiners, composed of the physicians and the secretary of the 
State Board of Health. The Act authorized the Board to grant three forms 
of certificates: 


1. To those who were graduates of Medical Colleges recognized by 
the Board as of good standing; 


2. To those who had, at the time of passing of the Act, been not 
less than five years in continuous practice having been in one locality, 
and 


3. To those who, not having these qualifications passed a satisfactory 
examination before the Board. 


At the first session of the Board held under the new law on July 9, 
1886, it was reported that 3200 applications had been received. Certificates 
for diploma were issued to 2568; for term of practice 490; to midwives 8; 
and for successful examination, 16. 


The first ten certificates to practice were issued to the following: 
No. 1, W. S. Robertson, Muscatine, July 9, 1886 
No. 2, Wilmot H. Dickinson Des Moines, July 9, 1886 
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No. 8, Charles James Allen, Sheffield, March 15, 1887 
No. 4, Alonzo T. West, Conway, March 16, 1887 

No. 5, E. W. ‘Bachman, West Bend, March 18, 1887 

No. 6, Ferdinand J. Smith, Alton, March 10, 1887 

No. 7, Byron Noble Gantz, Fairfield, March 10, 1887 
No. 8, Josiah F. Kennedy, Des Moines, July 9, 1886 

No. 9, James Taggart Priestley, Des Moines, July 9, 1886 
No. 10, Gershom H. Hill, Independence, July 1, 1886 


(The discrepancy in numbers and dates of issue is not explained ) 


On January 1, 1887, the special period for physicians to qualify under 
the Act closed, and the penalties of the law went into effect. 

This Act was amended in 1897 requiring that after January 1, 1899, all 
persons beginning the practice of medicine in Iowa must submit to an 
examination and all persons receiving their diploma subsequent to January 
1, 1899, must present evidence of having attended four full courses of 
study of not less than twenty-six weeks each, no two of which to have 
been given in any one year. 

New duties were from time to time imposed upon the State Board of 
Health, and the reports show that they gave much time and attention to 
the enforcement of quarantine, and to the investigation and study of 
typhoid fever, tuberculosis, malaria, the adulteration of food and drugs, 
pollution of water, and general sanitary conditions throughout the state. 

In 1904 the Thirty-second General Assembly, which provided that the 
Bacteriological Laboratory of the Medical Department of the State Uni- 
versity should, in addition to its regular work, perform all scientific analyses 
and tests, ete., which might be required by the State Board of Health. 

Dr. Henry Albert was appointed Director of the Laboratory. This labora- 
tory then became the State Hygienic Laboratory of the State Board of 
Health. Under the fine organizing ability of Dr. Albert, it became the 
service laboratory for the entire profession of the state. The diphtheria 
culture sets, outfits for the Widal tests for typhoid, sputum containers, and 
complete directions for inaugurating the extensive diagnosis system were 
all devised by Dr. Albert. 

Dr. Kennedy resigned as Secretary of the Board on January 31, 1907 
after completing a service of twenty-two years. Dr. Louis A. Thomas of 
Red Oak, Iowa, was appointed as his successor. Dr. Thomas was born in 
Dunkirk, France, in 1862, of English parents and came to the United 
States in 1882. He served as Second Lieutenant in the British Navy for 
four years and was stationed in Calcutta, India, for a time. He received 
his medical training at the College of Comparative Medicine, Chicago, and 
at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital in London. During his term as Secretary 
of the Board he took active part in sponsoring medical legislation. 

An act to provide for the examination and regulation of graduate nurses 
and to regulate the practice of nursing was passed by the Thirty-second 
General Assembly, and became a law in July 1907. The thirty-third General 
Assembly enacted a law regulating the practice of optometry, which went 
into effect July 4, 1909. On January 1, 1910 Dr. Thomas tendered his 
resignation as Secretary, and Dr. Guilford H. Sumner of Waterloo, was 
appointed as his successor. 

Dr. Sumner was born at Marengo, Illinois, in 1856. He came to Iowa in 
the early seventies, and taught school in Deleware County at Manchester, 
for a number of years: He was graduated from Valparaiso College, where he 
received a B.S. degree, and from the Medical College at the University of 
Iowa in 1896. After graduation he began the practice of medicine in 
Waterloo Iowa, where he served as health officer for many years. 

The Thirty-fifth General Assembly in 1913 provided many changes in 
the membership and organization of the State Board of Health to go into 
effect July 1, 1913. The name was changed to State Board of Health and 
Medical Haxaminers. It was enacted that the Board should consist of the 
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Governor, Treasurer of State, Secretary of State, Auditor of State, and 
the Secretary, Executive Officer of the Board, as ex-officio members. The 
active members were to consist of four physicians and one sanitary engineer, 
the term of office to be five years, one member appointed each year. The 
Secretary of the Board was given the title of Commissioner during the 
interim of the Board meetings. 

Members of the State Board in 1913 were: Walter L. Bierring, M.D. 
(R), president, Des Moines; George F. Severs, M.D. (Eclec.), vice president, 
Centerville; John L. Tamisiea M.D. (R), Missouri Valley; Henry A. 
Dittmer, M.D. (H), Manchester; and Lafayette Higgins, C.E., Sanitary 
Engineer, Des Moines. 

Dr. Guilford H. Sumner served as Secretary of the Iowa State Board of 
Health from 1910 to 1913 and as Commissioner of Health from then until 
December 1921, when, because of failing health, he felt it necessary to 
resign from this position. Thus ended a very remarkable career in public 
health administration. 

Dr. Rodney P. Fagen was appointed as successor to Dr. Sumner and 
served from January 2, 1922 to June 30, 1924. Dr. Fagen was born in 
Des Moines, Iowa, February 14, 1886, a descendant of the early pioneers 
of Polk county. His medical education was received at the Drake University 
Medical School, from which he was graduated in 1912. During the World 
War he had a long and honorable service in the Medical Corps of the 
United States Army, reaching the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. During his 
term of office, Iowa was accepted in the United States Registration Area for 
deaths in 1923, and births in 1924. 

The law requiring the payment of an annual renewal of license fee of 
$1.00, became effective October 23,1924. 

Reorganization 

The Fortieth General Assembly, at the regular session, appointed a 
committee known as the Code Commission to revise the Code of Iowa. This 
Commission prepared bills No. 260 and 262 to rewrite, resectionize and 
rechapterize all the laws relating to public health. Bill No. 260 provided 
for the consolidation of officers of the State Board of Health, Board 
of Medical Examiners, Podiatry Examiners, Osteopathic Examiners, Chiro- 
practic Examiners, Nurses Examiners, Dental Examiners and Optometry 
Examiners into one department, to be known as the State Department 
of Health. It also provided that the State Board of Health should consist 
of the commissioner of public health, the members of the executive 
council and five health officers, to be appointed, by the Governor; these 
appointments to be made prior to the second Tuesday in January of 
each odd numbered years for a period of two years, or until the successor 
was appointed and qualified; not more than one such health officer to be 
appointed from any one congressional district. 

The State Board of Medical Examiners and all the other examining boards 
were composed of three members each appointed for a term of three years 
by the Governor, one new appointment each year. The exception to this, 
being the State Board of Dental Examiners, which comprised five members, 
each being elected for a term of five years. 


The examining boards became a part of the Division of Examination and 
Licensure in the State Department of Health under the new law. 


The present (1950) State Board of Medical Examiners comprises three 
members: Dr. Arthur D. Woods, State Center, Chairman; Dr. Malcolm A. 
Royal, Des Moines, Secretary; and Dr. Aldis A. Johnson, Council Bluffs. 

Under the reorganization plan, the position of Secretary of the State 
Board of Health was changed to Commissioner of the State Department of 
Health, and Dr. Rodney P. Fagen was the first Commissioner of Public 
Health to be so named under the new law. 


Dr. Don M. Griswold was appointed Commissioner of Health to sueceed 
Dr. Fagan, serving from July 1, 1924 to June 30, 1926. Dr. Griswold was 
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a native of Michigan, received his education at the Michigan Agricultural 
College, and was graduated from the Medical Department of the University 
of Michigan. He was with the International Health Board of the Rockefeller 
Foundation for several years, a part of this time being spent in South 
American and the West Indies. During the World War he served as 
epidemiologist at a number of training camps in this country. During the 
five years preceding his appointment as Commissioner of Health, he was 
professor of preventive medicine and public health, at the College of 
Medicine of the State University of Iowa. Dr. Griswold is at present asso- 
ciated with the Mississippi State Board of Health. 

With the reorganization of the State Department of Health in 1926, when 
all of its activities were placed in charge of a Commissioner of Health, the 
medical profession unanimously approved the wisdom of Governor John 
Hammill in asking Dr. Henry Albert to return to Iowa in the ‘service of 
the state. 

Dr. Albert was a native son, born in Scott County, October 11, 1878. 
After completing a high school course at Reinbeck, Iowa, he received the 
degree of B.S. in 1900, M.S. in 1901, and M.D. in 1902 from the State 
University of Iowa. He was appointed professor of pathology and _ bacteriol- 
ogy at the University of Iowa in 1903, and director of bacteriological 
laboratory, State Board of Health in 1904, continuing in both positions 
until 1922, when because of a throat infection he obtained a leave of 
absence and accepted an appointment as, director of the State hygienic 
laboratory and professor of bacteriology in the University of Nevada, at 
Reno, where he remained until 1926. 

During his term of Commissioner, the division of public health engineering 
was established, stream pollution control was instituted, and a complete 
survey of public water supply of the state was inaugurated. The divisions of 
child health and health education, public health nursing, nursing education, 
and divisions of cosmetology and barbering, were also established during this 
period. At the very height of his usefulness, Dr. Albert succumbed to an 
acute appendititis on the morning of April 4, 1930, and thus closed the 
life’s work of Iowa’s great health commissioner. The words of tribute by Dr. 
Bierring at the time were most fitting. ‘‘He passed from our midst at the 
threshold of still greater opportunities for Service, yet measured by its 
accomplishment, his life encompassed far more than the brief span of 
years would imply. His happy sunny nature enlivened every circle in which 
he moved, and he left a bit of cheer and sunshine all along Life’s 
pathway. The spirit of his fine fellowship will linger with us as long as 
memory lasts’’. 

Following the death of Dr. Albert, Dr. D. @. Steelsmith, Deputy 
Commissioner, was appointed Commissioner of Health until July 1, -1933: Dr. 
Steelsmith also was a native of Iowa, and an alumnus of the College of the 
State University, Class of 1902. He later completed his training in public 
health in Boston, receiving a certificate of Public Health CG; His) == at, 
Harvard University and Massachusetts Institute of Technology School of 
Public Health. Previous to his service in the State Department of Health 
he had a number of years experience in county health work in Iowa, and 
Several southern states. Since September 1, 1933 he was Director of the 
County Health Unit in Washington County, later serving as a county 
health officer in Virginia, and returned to Iowa in 1946, He died March 18, 
1950. 

Governor Clyde L. Herring appointed Walter L. Bierring, M.D., Des 
Moines, Commissioner of Health for a term beginning July 1, 1933. He 
was subsequently appointed for four year terms by Governors N. G. 
Kraschel, George A. Wilson, Robert D. Blue, and William §. Beardsley, his 
present term expiring July 1, 1953. 

The present Advisory Board of Health consists of Governor W. §. 
Beardsley; Secretary of State Melvin D. Synhorst; State Treasurer, John 
M. Grimes; State Auditor, C. B. Akers; Secretary of Agriculture, Harry D. 
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Lynn; and the Commissioner, members ex-officio, and appointive members 
— Fred Sternagel, M.D., President; Herbert E. Stroy, M.D., Secretary; - 
Prince E. Sawyer M.D. Ira N Crow M.D.*., and Herbert W. Rathe, M.D. a 

The Board meets regularly on the second Tuesday in January and July, 
with special meetings as called by the president. . 

The State Department of Health comprises the following divisions: 
Preventable Diseases; Vital Statistics; Public Health Engineering and 
Industrial Hygiene; Maternal and Child Health; Public Health Nursing; 
Dental Hygiene; Nutrition; Venereal Diseases; Tuberculosis; Cancer; 
Public Health Education; Local Health Services; Hospital Services; Finance 
and Personnel; Heart Disease; and Examination and Licensure. For each 
division there is a full time director with assistants. A State Serum Center 
is connected with the Division of Preventable Diseases. | 

The Division of Tuberculosis conducts a state-wide case-finding program 
in cooperation with the Iowa Tuberculosis and Health Association. 

The Sanitary inspection of Barber and Beauty Shops, conducted by the 
Divisions of Barbers and Cosmetology, is under the supervision of the 
department. 

In 1937 the State was divided into eleven health districts, each comprising 
eight to ten counties, with headquarters as follows: 

District No. 1, headquarters, Decorah; District No. 2, headquarters, 
Mason City; District No. 3, headquarters, Spencer; District No. 4, 
headquarters, Sioux City; District No. 5, headquarters, Fort Dodge; 
District No. 6, headquarters, Des Moines; District No. 7, headquarters, 
Washington; District No. 8, headquarters, Manchester; District No. 9, 
headquarters, Burlington; District No. 10, headquarters, Centerville; 
District No. 11, headquarters, Council Bluffs. 

In each Health District the personnel consists of a full time medical 
director, an advisory public health engineer, advisory public health nurse, 
and clerical assistance. In 45 counties qualified public health nurses are 
operating. 

Aside from the annual State appropriation, the department received 
Grants-in-aid from two Federal agencies, the U. S. Public Health Service 
and U. 8. Children’s Bureau. 

The present number of personnel of the Department numbers 237, which 
includes all the district services. 

The department is housed in four frame buildings on Des Moines Street 
north of the State Capital, with additional quarters for the division of 
Vital Statistics in he old International Harvester building, and the State 
Historical building. 

It is expected that the department will occupy one floor of the new State 
Office building when completed in 1951. 





*Deceased May 10, 1950. 


Growth In Psychiatry In Iowa 
Andrew H. Woods, M.D. 
Iowa City 


TREATMENT IN Iowa 


In the early days of settlements in Iowa, the treatment of 
mental disorders could not be expected to be better than it was 
in the East. The patients were brought before magistrates and 
tried for violent acts as if they were criminals. They were 
‘‘sentenced’’ to jails and prisons, and, if troublesome, were tied 
or chained. Depressed, senile and others not regarded as violent 
were kept at home, or, if destitute, consigned to poor houses. 
Later, advanced ideas that had become clear to intelligent and 
humane citizens in Europe infiltrated into our eastern states and 
soon were approved in lIowa. The families of the unfortunate 
patients grasped those ideas with painful clearness and pressed 
their family physicians to transmit them to the state legislature. 

It is reported that in 1851 the Iowa legislature considered a 
bill, the purpose of which was to establish a hospital for the 
insane as a tax-supported institution in eastern Iowa. The in- 
spiration behind the bill was a recommendation by the newly 
organized (1850) Iowa State Medical Society, which announced 
itself in favor of supplying as sound scientific treatment for 
mental diseases as was accorded to bodily disorders. The legislature 
was slow to act upon this recommendation, but the call from the 
state’s physicians finally bore fruit in the establishment in 1861 
of Iowa’s first state hospital for the insane at Mt. Pleasant. 

It was in Virginia, in 1773, that the first hospital in America, 
specially designed for, and limited to, the treatment of mental 
disorders, had been constructed in Williamsburg and paid for 
out of state funds. Other eastern states, cities and counties 
followed that example. The Hospital for the Insane at Fulton, 
Missouri, reports 1847 as its date of opening as a state institution. 
It was, therefore, the first state hospital for psychiatrie patients 
to be established west of the Mississippi River. However, the 
demand for special care of mental patients in Iowa was met to 
some extent, before the founding of tax-supported hospitals, 
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through small private sanitaria established by individual physi- 
cians. Some of these proved so acceptable that they were followed 
by such useful permanent institutions, as The Hills Retreat, 
later organized as The Retreat, in Des Moines. Charitable organi- 
zations have later met this need by equipping special wards or 
buildings for the treatment of psychiatric patients, such as St. 
Bernards at Council Bluffs, Merey Hospital at Davenport, and 
St. Josephs Sanitarium at Dubuque. At Knoxville, the Veterans’ 
Administration maintains a hospital for mental patients. 

It would be difficult to select individuals for special praise 
among the large number of physicians and other citizens, who 
by quiet effort and timely advice furthered the organization in 
Towa of state and private hospitals for the treatment of mental 
sufferers. There come to mind Mark Ranney, Gershom H. Hill, 
Max EK. Witte of the Clarinda Hospital, M. N. Voldeng and 
Professor Carl E. Seashore, (of the department of psychology of 
the University of Iowa), each of whom through public utterance 
and published pleas pressed the law-makers and tax-payers to 
supply institutions for the alleviation of mental disorders. 


Towa State MENTAL HOSPITALS 


In 1861, fifteen years after Iowa had become a state, the doors 
of its first state hospital for mental patients were opened. This 
institution, situated at Mt. Pleasant, was, therefore, the second 
state hospital for psychiatric patients to serve the large area 
between the Mississippi River and the Pacific coast, comprising 
70% of the total area of the United States. The sparse population 
of the 16 organized states included therein, however, as enumerated 
in the census of 1860, was only 4,536,475, while that of the 26 
eastern states was 26,906,846. The population of Missouri in 1860 
stood highest among the 16 western states, being 1,182,012; Iowa, 
with 674,913, stood in the third place. The institution at Mt. 
Pleasant began its humane work on the eastern edge of this huge 
continental tract as one of two mental hospitals, which sought 
to set before the people of that whole section the best ideas and 
standards for the treatment of mental disease. 

The first medical superintendent of the Mt. Pleasant Hospital 
was kh. J. Patterson, M.D. who had been trained in mental hospitals 
in Ohio and Indiana. Dr. Patterson built up his work with a small 
staff of assistant physicians, his attendants being largely trained 
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by himself. The hospital grew as to the number of beds occupied, 
but it was impossible to secure sufficient physicians and nursing 
staff to maintain the standard desired by him and his successors. 
After 40 years, the assistant physicians numbered only five. In 
1937, the hospital had 1,495 patients, with only three assistant 
physicians. Overcrowding of wards with inadequacy of ‘medical 
and nursing staffs was the persistent handicap which nullified 
the physicians’ efforts. 

For the biennium 1946-48, the patient census rose to 1,523: 
assistant physicians, to six. The number of graduate nurses was 
not stated in the hospital report. Attendants listed, 115; one 
dentist. There were autopsies performed on 55% of deceased 
patients. A music-therapist with one assistant was installed, also 
a staff of seven occupational therapists. 

The Iowa State Hospital for Mental Diseases at Independence 
was opened to patients in 1873, under the superintendency of 
Albert. Reynolds, M.D. with Gershom H. Hill, M.D. as assistant 
superintendent. In 1877, the hospital had two assistant physicians; 
patient census, 450. Ten years later, there were three assistant 
physicians and 55 attendants, who cared for 1,242 patients. By 
1918 the number of assistant physicians had risen to seven, one 
of whom was designated as pathologist; the patient per diem 
census being 1,113. The report for 1937 gives the number of 
patients as 1,771; assistant physicians, five. Direct care of the 
patients devolved upon 109 attendants. 

The last biennial report received, that for 1946-47, enumerates 
four assistant physicians; attendants, 93; no eraduate nurses 
reported ; one dentist. The average daily patient census was ial: 

The Iowa State Mental Hospital at Clarinda began to enro!l 
patients in 1888, its field of service being most of the western 
half of the state at that time. Its first superintendent was P .W. 
Lewellen, M.D. a graduate of the college of Medicine of Ohio, at 
Cincinnati, who had practiced his profession in Clarinda for 
eleven years before undertaking the organization of the new state 
hospital. In 1886 he became a member of the Iowa Board of 
Health, created in 1880. He served the Clarinda State Hospital 
from 1888 to 1892. The new hospital at the outstart had 450 
patients, all males. The superintendent was assisted by J. M. 
Aiken, M.D. as assistant physician. After 25 years, its staff 
included the superintendent, two part-time assistant physicians 
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and an intern, to provide scientific treatment for 1,162 patients. 
There were on the nurse-attendant staff 18 full-time and five 
part-time nurses and 28 full-time, 17 part-time attendants. The 
average daily patient-list numbered 1,034 persons. 

Average patient roll, 1946-48: 1,544. Assistant physicians, five. 
Graduate nurses, none reported. Attendants, 166. Recreation 
guides, two. Social workers, five, Autopsies, none reported. 

The superintendents of all the state hospitals persistently called 
attention to the overcrowding of their wards and the embarrass- 
ment under which they labored in supplying medical care for 
even non-mental disorders. 

The people of Iowa might accept as grim humor, or irony, the 
statement of one superintendent in his biennial report, ‘‘The most 
urgent need of this hospital is suitable protection for cows and 
hogs.’’ The proportion of the superintendents’ time, attention and 
effort in caring for the agricultural features of the institutions 
caused one state official to wonder whether economy would better 
be served if all farm products for the institutions were bought on 
the public markets. 

The Iowa Mental Hospital at Cherokee began its service in 
1902 under the superintendency of M. N. Voldeng, M.D. In 
1908, assistant physicians numbered four. There were 18 full- 
time and five part-time nurses, 30 full-time and 16 part-time 
attendants, the number of patients being 825. In 1937 this hospital 
had four assistant physicians, nine graduate nurses and 86 
attendants, to supply treatment for the 1,676 patients. The report 
for 1946-48 shows the number of assistant physicians as eight ; 
attendants, 141; one dentist on part-time. The average daily roll 
of patients numbered 1,660. 


MENTALLY DEFECTIVE AND EPILEPTIC 


The people of Iowa had awakened to the obligation and neces- 
sity of providing hospitals for the treatment of mentally ill 
persons. Realization now began to dawn that another class of 
unfortunate citizens urgently demanded help: those handicapped 
in early life by deficient or injured brains. 

In his annual address as president of the Iowa Medical 
Society, Dr. W. S. Robertson, in 1874, urged the need of an 
institution for feeble minded children. He estimated that there 
were in Iowa 1,200 idiots and imbeciles. The Medical Society 
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recommended to the state legislature that such an institution be 
established at Glenwood. The legislature enacted a law, promptly 
signed by Governor Kirkwood, and the School for the Feeble- 
minded was started in 1876, under the superintendency of O. W. 
Archibald, M.D. 

It became evident that brains rendered defective by inadequate 
original structure or by disease in early foetal or infantile 
periods were in most cases capable of sound feelings and whole- 
some motives and character. They could be trained to self-support 
and usefulness as citizens. The institution soon became over- 
crowded and long waiting lists testified to the need for enlarging 
this department of the state’s work. 

To meet this obligation, the Hopital for Epileptics and School 
for Feeble Minded was authorized by the legislature and the 
first superintendent, M. N. Voldeng, M.D. was appointed. It was 
opened in Woodward in 1917. Its equipment is over-strained 
today with about 1,500 patients. It, also, has a long waiting list 
filed for admission, as vacancies slowly occur. 


IowA APpprRAISES Its HOosprraLs. 


In view of the acknowledged importance of mental diseases 
and inadequacy, as compared with disorders of lower bodily 
functions, the physicians and people of the state began to wonder 
at the smallness of the appropriations and the inadequacy of 
equipment and personnel provided by the state for mental 
patients. State newspapers published editorials and letters from 
observant readers. Tragic results of insufficiency of staff physi- 
clans and attendants came to light. In 1937, the Governor of 
Iowa, Nelson G. Kraschel, invited the National Committee for 
Mental Hygiene to make an examination of the hospitals, to be 
followed by a report to him, with recommendations. The report 
set forth that :- 

A. Of the residents in Iowa, 12,500 were inmates of 72 in- 
stitutions, -of which 7 are controlled by the state, 57 by 
counties, 7 by private organizations, and one by the 
Veterans’ Administration. 

B. Overcrowding is conspicuous. 

C. The per capita expenditure for those with mental disease 
is 50 cents per day; 52 cents for the mentally deficient and 
epileptic .This is far below the average in the United States 
as a whole. 
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D. In these Iowa Institutions the staffs of physicians, nurses 
and attendants number only one third of what is needed. 

K. Judging the efficiency of these institutions by the patients 
discharged as recovered or improved, Iowa ranks lower than 
comparable states. | 


This report aroused interest. It was not made widely public. 
However, it led to the appointment by the governor of a state 
investigating commission, composed of the State Planning Board 
and a number of other citizens, to examine the institutions and 
report their findings and recommendations. In January, 1939, 
after 15 months of comprehensive study of all relevant features 
of the institutions through selected subcommittees, the final report 
was made to the Governor, George A. Wilson. The subcommittee 
on personnel reported :- 


A. That the service rendered to the state by the state hospitals 
for mental disease and the institutions for the mentally 
defective and epileptic is unsatisfactory, and that this 
condition is due primarily to inadequacies in the professional 
staff, 


B. Recommendations made in April, 1938, by the Board of 
Control of State Institutions, as to numbers of professional 
personnel, if put into effect by the legislature, would supply 
an adequate number of physicians, nurses, attendants and 
laboratory technicians. 


C. Such a staff, if selected on the basis of experience and 
ability, will cost considerably more than has been envisioned 
by the state during past years. A hospital of 1,500 beds 
should employ a medical superintendent, a clinical director, 
a pathologist and eight other physicians. The staff of 
nurses should’ consist of a superintendent of nurses, two 
supervisors of nurses, and 34 other registered nurses. 
Attendants for 1,507 patients to cover night and day shifts 
should number 150. In addition to those concerned with 
direct medical work, there should be a dentist, a pharmacist, 
three laboratory technicians, and staffs of social workers, 
occupational therapists, physiotherapists, recreational direc- 
tors and psychologists. 

D. Full maintenance in Iowa mental hospitals costs the state 
per patient per day 48 cents. That amount includes 1714 
cents for all salaries and wages. Massachusetts supplies 52 
cents a day per patient for salaries and wages alone. 


The professional personnel alone, as above recommended by 
the Board of Control, will call for 35 cents a day for the treat- 
ment of each patient, a sum twice the current expenditure for 
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all salaries and wages. Physicians’ salaries for the four mental 
hospitals at present amount to between one and two cents a day 
when averaged among all the patients. 


RESPONSE To THESE APPRAISALS 


The newspapers of Iowa and of neighboring states gave wide 
publicity to the deficiencies of mental hospitals, not only of 
Towa but of the country as a whole. The fact that Iowa suffered 
in comparison with the other states was emphasized. The Iowa 
Board of Control of State Institutions and many organizations 
among the citizens recommended action to carry out recommenda- 
tions suggested by the commission’s detailed examinations. At- 
tention became focused chiefly upon the need for large inerease 
in the numbers and competency of hospital physicians, nurses, 
attendants and technical assistants. That the excellence of any 
kind of hospitals is determined by the effectiveness of its pro- 
fessional staff, be it for eye diseases or general surgery, had 
been accepted even by the uneducated. That hospitals for brain 
disorders can not be satisfactorily continued at one tenth of the 
cost required by general hospitals now became obvious to state 
officials and people. 

The Board of Control promptly issued, as for the biennium 
1947-48, a wisely considered recommendation for capital improve- 
ments urgently needed in their seven hospitals for mental 
patients. These included space for patients, to alleviate the serious 
overcrowding, living quarters for each category of employees, 
increase in capacity of the water pumping stations and electric 
generators. The Board also reeommended the employment of a 
director of psychiatry as an advisor to the Board and coordinator 
of all the psychiatric work of its institutions. 

When a valid conception fixes itself in our minds, we next 
consider our feelings as to carrying it into effect. A good tooth 
beginning to ache. It ought to be saved. But a good dentist will 
send a bill. Also, boring into a tooth is painful. To make Towa 
mental hospitals capable of supplying to the people the best that 
medical science can give them will mean spending money. Taxes 
cannot be increased unless the taxpayers prove to the legislators 
that the citizens want the thine done. So, the sound recommenda- 
tions of the Board of Control, thus far, have not fulfilled the 
Board’s hopes. Some improvements were gained in grounds, 
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buildings and machinery ; the recommendations led to the securing 
of a state director of psychiatry; increase was made in allot-— 
ments for engaging a few additional physicians and attendants, 
but administrative capacity was lacking to attract them in a 
market of vigorous competition. 


ADMINISTRATION OF MENTAL HOospITALs 


From 1861 to 1900, responsibility for the administration of 
Iowa institutions for mental disorders was laid upon local boards 
of trustees. These were composed of good citizens who served 
in the interests of the public, without salary. Sometimes a local 
physician was a member. In 1900, a central Board of Control of 
State Institutions was placed in control of the mental institutions, 
houses of correction and prisons. Since business ability and in- 
tegrity seemed to the state the only considerations of primary 
importance, the qualifications for membership on this board were 
such as would suffice for administering a factory or wholesale 
business. Special experience and interest in managing medical 
work were considered unnecessary. As a result, through 49 years 
these boards have been expected to succeed in what is probably 
the most complex field of executive work, while being fully aware 
that they were net qualified by experience or particular knowledge 
even, to select the scientific leaders who were to attend to the 
essential details of psychiatric hospitals. 

Thoughtful citizens of Iowa knew that the success of a 
scientific institution depends upon the outworking of one mind. 
Its “‘head’’ (the coordinating brain of the organization) selects 
the staff. He keeps in touch with promising young scientists 
throughout the country in particular fields, and from them 
selects the worker needed for each position. His personality is 
the magnetic force that keeps their work coordinated so as to 
secure the planned resuits. Safe living compensation is necessary, 
but the essential attraction to each is the opportunity offered for 
the work that fills him with enthusiasm. 

The state has managed its higher educational institutions 
successfully. The people respect and admire its university, its 
state hospital and its colleges. A Board of Edueation fixes the 
ultimate objectives to be attained and decides on policies suitable 
for that purpose. The idea of central control of Towa mental 
hospitals through an identical kind of central authority has the 
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approval of physicians and many leading citizens. To coordinate: 
all of the hospitals, an experienced psychiatrist would be appointed 
and made responsible for the scientific operations in that field 
throughout the state. 

_ In the appointment, two years ago, of Charles C. Graves, M.D. 
as Director of Mental Institutions, a promising beginning has 
been made toward the effecting of this new and sound adminis: 
trative organization, Later, his successful work may lead to 
placing upon him responsibility and adequate authority for the 
management of the whole of the intricate machinery, his responsi- 
bility being to a central board of mental hospitals, analogous 
to the Board of Education. 


Iowa Stare PsycHoparsic Hosprran 


Superintendents of state mental hospitals, leaders in the field 
of psychology and many far-seeing physicians and educators about 
30 years ago presented another practical idea to the state. It was 
a time at which financial conditions and absorption in other 
matters seemed to make the effective development of the state 
psychiatric hospitals an unattainable vision. Forward-looking 
physicians and other citizens, accordingly, suggested that a small 
but thoroughly organized and equipped hospital be created as 
the clinical basis for the department of psychiatry in the college 
of medicine of the University of Iowa. Its director would be the 
head of the department of psychiatry, its scientific staff would 
give instruction to medical students and would cooperate with all 
other departments of the college of medicine in consultations as 
to problems presented by individual patients. Such a department 
would link the study of abnormal mental processes with that 
of the department of psychology, in which normal mental action 
was investigated. 

In 1919, the Iowa legislature enacted the law which established 
the Lowa Psychopathic Hospital so as to fulfill those purposes. The 
director selected to plan its buildings and equipment and_ to 
organize the department of psychiatry in the college of medicine, 
was Samuel T. Orton, M.D. an experienced neurologist and 
neuropathologist, well fitted to clarify in the minds of students 
and physicians the relationship of brain structure and physiology 
with the conscious functions of mind. 

The Psychopathic Hospital was opened to students and patients 
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‘In 1920. Its definitely fixed objectives were: 
(a) The examination and treatment, by the best known scien- 
tific methods, of a limited number of patients, : 


(b) Research in the field of psychiatry, so as to add to the 
existing knowledge of diagnosis and treatment in that 
field of medicine. 


(c) To utilize the staff and equipment in teaching psychiatry 
to medical students and to physicians who desired special 
instruction in this field, and to instruct university students 
from other departments in abnormal psychology. 


(d) To cooperate with other state institutions and citizens’ — 
organizations so as to further all efforts for the prevention 
and cure of mental disorders. 


The results of thorough study and accurate diagnosis of patients 
and the painstaking treatment of each patient as an individual 
proved the contention that mental disorders were equally amenable 
to therapy as are those treated in general hospitals for physical 
complaints. 

The research work of members of the staff, published in 
medical journals and reported in scientific meetings, brought 
the institution favorable standing in the scientific world. An 
early result of this appeared in that ambitious young physicians 
and psychologists sought positions in the wards and laboratories, 
many of them having come from the University of Iowa, yet 
more from various medical centers in other states and a few even 
from other countries. It seemed obvious that under similar ad- 
ministration the other state mental hospitals would be able to 
fill staff positions with equally able workers. 


THERAPY IN A MENTAL HOoSsprTraL 


Psychiatrists are often asked by non-medical visitors, ‘‘ What 
do you do for mental patients? Do you use medicines? Operate ? 
Or is it only talking to them?’’ In the Iowa Psychopathic Hospital 
many patients came to understand the essential items in mental 
treatment. With doctors adequate as to numbers and training and 
with experienced nurses and attendants, the essential elements 
of treatment became possible, and the results were convineing. 

What constitutes adequate treatment? There are two important 
constituents. 

(1) All mental diseases show abnormality in the working of 
of the parts of the brain which determine reactions of feeling 
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and emotion. In most of them, these changes are of primary 
importance, Intelligence is then secondarily affected. Depression 
of spirits, excitement, suspiciousness and fear provide the biases, 
the motives, that beget delusions and abnormal behavior. 

The first and most important step in therapy is achieved when 
the whole atmosphere of the hospital arouses feelings of security, 
cheerfulness. Music, other forms of art, social diversions, games. 
Self-confidence is generated when the self-distrusting patient 
is presented with some small practical problem. He shows interest ; 
then devises his own way of accomplishing the task. He comes 
to feel, ‘‘My mind can accomplish things, It is worth something.’’ 

Brains atrophy when men are crowded together, sitting chair 
to chair in dreary passageways, staring at blank walls. Here we 
have the explanation of much of the chronic insanity. The hospital 
life, that is intended to vitalize, can actually destroy brain cells. 

Hopefulness blossoms when doctors and nurses work purpose- 
fully, having clearly devised plans, each day pressing toward 
that day’s goal for each individual patient, The patients feel 
they are getting somewhere. Doctors and nurses with blank faces, 
puzzled expressions and futile movements; others relieving their 
embarrassment with long words and Poirt leas arguments, seeking 
to prove to the patient the folly of his delusions. These perform- 
ances only serve to deepen the hopelessness of the despairing men 
and women. 

Patience, courteousness, above all friendliness of manner, 
arouse assurance in despondent sufferers, Sense of value begins 
to grow. 


(2) The second element that must be available in mental 
hospitals is skill in the technical applications of medical science. 
Bodily illness is usually present. Psychiatrists must be experienced 
and resourceful in the whole technique of diagnosis and treatment 
that is necessary in general practice of medicine. They must be 
expert in neurology, so as to detect tumors, malformations, 
inflammations and degenerations of the nervous organs. Endocrine 
abnormalities probably are the immediate cause of many mental 
diseases. Soundness of health and good nutrition are the founda- 
tion of mental therapy. 


Specific psychiatric resources are coming more and more into 
prominence, Various disorders are shortened, some possibly cured, 
by the induction of coma or convulsions. Otherwise hopeless 
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insanity can in some cases be mitigated by surgical severance of 
the nerve tracts that proceed from ideational centers to the 
thalamus (the organ that determines emotion or supplies the 
quality of sensation; for instance, pain). Sigmund Freud devised 
an effective technique for uncovering hidden emotional associa- 
tions between certain ideas or experiences of the patient’s past 
life and his present abnormal reactions. The wise use of this 
technique is of outstanding importance in the daily work of 
every psychiatrist. 


COMMITMENT PROCEDURES 


The Iowa Legislature devised an important improvement in. 
the method of committing patients to the Psychopathic Hospital, 
which serves aS a model for legal commitments to all mental 
institutions. | 

Commitment to the older mental hospitals of the state has 
always been effected as though the patient was accused of a 
crime. A charge (complaint) is first presented. A sheriff or 
other police officer arrests and conveys the accused to a com- 
mission of insanity. Witnesses are called and a formal trial is 
held. The effect upon the patient is devastating. He believes he is 
charged with a crime. If he demurs to the ‘‘sentence’’, the sheriff 
then coereces him, using even handcuffs or direct force to convey 
him to the hospital. 

For admission to the Psychopathic Hospital, a patient may 
himself apply for treatment, without further formality. If unable 
to pay for the treatment, he apples to any district judge for 
help from the state. If in need of treatment but unwilling to 
accept it, relatives or friends may apply to the judge, showing 
reasons why the person is mentally sick and in need of hospital 
care. He is not accused of erime or misbehavior. He is not 
antecedently described as insane. The judge simply states that he 
is mentally sick and in need of treatment at the Psychopathic 
Hospital. 

It is widely believed that this procedure for commitment ought 
to be used throughout the state when any mental patient re- 
quires hospital care. 


A History oF VALIDATED IDEAS 


The development of psychiatry in Iowa has been a process of 
germinating ideas. A hard-working population, engrossed in 
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forcing the soil to provide food, the avenues of trade and the 
machinery of production to carry to the people the transformed 
natural resources, so as to bring safety, then leisure for thought 
and the development of the highest faculties latent in the brains 
of its people. An honest, practical-minded population, not easily 
excited by visionary schemes or tenuous theories. If medical 
science can give serum to prevent tetanus or to stop hog cholera, . 
all right: shown that the idea will work, they were for it. — 

The people came to know that mental disease is real, just as 
much so as is dental caries or appendicitis. That idea germinated. 
It replaced the superstition that insanity was merely the result 
of sin or depravity, or the prank of demons. Being a problem 
for medical science, let the doctors work at it, find ways to 
prevent it. So they built mental hospitals. Their medical colleges 
developed psychiatrists and neurologists; organized departments 
to study disorders of the nervous system, both as that system 
coordinated all the bodily organs and, more important, as it pro- 
duced consciousness and all mental phenomena. 

As tax-payers, Iowa people are gaining wider vision as to 
profitable investments. Mental medicine calls for high-class 
workers. It is time-consuming. To understand each individual 
patient calls for hours of study. Not a matter of one look-over, 
then a prescription. But it is worth the cost. 


Hetep From OTHER FTELDS 


In this process of the development of the conception of psychia- 
try, it becomes evident that sound ideas cross boundary lines; 
they infiltrate, are contagious. Truths discovered in Europe 
influenced American Atlantic Coast cities; they were seized by 
western state. In Iowa, well established ideas in other fields of 
scientific thought were pressed by workers in those fields upon 
the people as applicable in psychiatry. General medicine and 
surgery were accomplishing amazing feats: psychiatry learned the 
meaning of the ‘‘Scientific Method’’. It can and must be followed 
in the field of mental diseases. Two World Wars revealed that 
a mentally sick soldier was a liability. Business caught the idea. 
It employed sane, practical psychiatrists to build up the mental 
resources of its employees. Teachers and clergymen began to 
study mental hygiene. Newspapers published daily columns on 
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the demoralizing effects of worry, fear and frustration. Books 
and lectures spread these facts before the people. 

The Federal Public Health Department, then the Iowa State 
Department of Public Health, organized departments of mental 
health and provided advisory clinics for the general public. Pro- 
minent among these outside agencies was the National Committee 
for Mental Hygiene, whose Survey Committee made exhaustive 
studies and reports as to the needs and the future possibilities 
of Iowa’s hospitals. The long established American Psychiatric 
Association received into membership many Iowa physicians, who 
became leaders in Iowa state mental hospital work and in private 
practice of psychiatry. This national association set the standard 
of 10 assistant physicians for every 1,500 patients, and 188 
nurses (including attendants) for each hospital of that size. 

The wholesome influence of the American Neurological Asso- 
ciation upon Iowa is now shown in the increasing number of 
physicians in the state who have been admitted to its member- 
ship and who are serving the people as neurologists and neuro- 
surgeons. An active department in each of those special fields 
cares for large numbers of patients in the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Medical College, and is training medical students 
and graduate physicians to carry on these services in Iowa and 
other states. 

From the beginning of the College of Medicine, wholesome 
stimulation to the people of Iowa, in their effort to build psychia- 
try up to the level of other fields of medical science, has come 
from the University’s Department of Psychology 

Reinforced by all those outside agencies and by Iowa organiza- 
tions coordinated with them, the above outlined fertile concep- 
tions as to the meaning of psychiatry have developed to their 
present maturity. Being the most important field in which 
science operates, this growth will continue into the future, until 
the state’s public and private mental hospitals will adequately 
meet this greatest of all opportunities. The truth will have become 
clear to all the people that mental suffering is the most distress- 
ing of all pain and that sound intellect, energized and steadied 
by wholesome emotion, leads to maximum productivity and 
happiness. That truth determines the objective of psychiatry. 


History Of Nursing In Iowa 


VERA. M. SAGH, R.N., Executive Secretary 


Iowa Board of Nurse Examiners 
State Organization 


On January 4, 1904, twenty-eight delegates attended a nurses’ conven- 
tion in Des Moines and formulated plans for the organization of a State 
Nurses’ Association to be known as the Iowa State Graduate Nurses’ 
Association, 

A Constitution and By-Laws was drafted and adopted with the objec- 
tives to improve the profession and secure state registration of nurses. 
The first president of the organization was R. Estella Campbell of Des 
Moines. Plans were made to hold the first annual meeting in Davenport 
the following June. 

From the date of organization the members have devoted much time and 
effort to legislative matters, with the objective to strengthen the Nurse 
Practice Act. 

In 1906, full membership in the national association was established. 
Nurses began to realize the significance of organization and memberships 
increased accordingly. 

At the third annual state meeting forty-eight individual members and 
five local organizations were represented. At this early date, alumnae 
associations were recognized as the logical unit of membership. 

During the first ten years, four hundred twenty nurses became members 
of the association. In 1909 articles of incorporation were filed under the 
name, lowa State Association of Registered Nurses. In 1947 the name was 
changed to Iowa State Nurses’ Association. 

The State Association began the publication of the first periodical in 
1916. It was known as the Registered Nurses Record until 1922, when the 
name was changed to the Bulletin. At the present time it is published 
every two months. 

In 1918 the state was divided into ten districts and in 1946 the eleventh 
district was added. The present membership of the association is 3,323. 

In 1919 the Constitution was revised to follow the general plan of the 
American Nurses Association. The new plan provided that members of the 
alumnae associations automatically became members of the District, State, 
and National Associations. 

The Iowa State League of Nursing Education was organized on March 
6, 1914, at a meeting held in Dubuque. Prior to organization and the adop- 
tion of a Constitution, the superintendents of schools of nursing had held 
round table discussions as part of the regular program of the State Nurses 
Association, In 1914 the activity was enlarged and affiliation with the 
National League obtained. 


Schools of Nursing 


DISTRICT 1. 
The Samaritan Hospital in Sioux City was established in 1882, and the 





Information regarding organization and part of the material regarding 
the schools of nursing was taken from The Historical Outline, Iowa State 
Association of Registered Nurses and Related Organizations, prepared by 
Emma C, Wilson, R.N., Historian for the State Association. 
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first class of nurses graduated in 1896. During its twenty years of service, 4 


two hundred sixty-three nurses were graduated from this institution. In 


1926 the Samaritan Hospital was merged with the Methodist Hospital. The 


first class was graduated from the Methodist Hospital School of Nursing 


in 1923. The School is affiliated with Morningside College for the basic 
sciences. 

St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, Sioux City, was founded in 1889. The school 
of nursing was opened in 1900, and the first class graduated in 1902. In 
1907 the three-year course was established. St. Joseph Mercy College of 
Nursing has one unit school; namely, St. Joseph Mercy Hospital School 
of Nursing, Mason City, The students from the latter school spend the first 
nine months of their course at the central school. 

St. Vincent’s Hospital, Sioux City, was founded in 1907, and the first 
class was graduated from the school of nursing in 1914. The school con- 
ducts a three-year as well as a four-year program. Briar Cliff College, in 
cooperation with St. Vincent Hospital School of Nursing, offers a four-year 
Academic Basie Professional Curriculum leading to the degree, Bachelor 
of Science in nursing. 

Lutheran Hospital, Sioux City, has maintained a school of nursing since 
its incorporation in 1902. Since March, 1944, the school has affiliated with 
Morningside College which provides instruction in the basic sciences during 
the pre-clinical period. 

St. Anthony Hospital, Carroll, was founded in 1905 and conducts a school 
of nursing. 

Sacred Heart Hospital, Le Mars, graduated its first class of five members 
in 1926. The school was discontinued in 1934. 

Sioux Valley Hospital, Cherokee, was built in 1916 and conducted a 
school of nursing until 1930. 

Coleman Hospital, Estherville, opened a school of nursing in 1925, and 
the first class of fourteen were graduated in 1928, The school was discon- 
tinued in+1931,) = 


DISTRICT 2. 


The second district is one of the largest in the state and at one time 
had eleven schools of nursing within its borders. 

Ottumwa General Hospital, Ottumwa. The school of nursing was opened 
in 1895 with Elizabeth Trotter, a graduate of Guelph General Hospital, 
Guelph Ontario, Canada, as Superintendent. Miss Trotter had the distine- 
tion of serving the institution for twenty-two consecutive years. The first 
nursing organization in the district was the Ottumwa Hospital School 
Alumnae Association organized in 1904, with ten members. The school was 
discontinued in 1934. 

St. Joseph Hospital, Ottumwa, opened a school of nursing in 1914, grad- 
uating the first class in 1917. 

Burlington Protestant Hospital School of Nursing was opened in 1896, 
and the first class of three nurses was graduated in 1898. The school offers 
a three-year course and a five-year course in conjunction with Iowa Wes- 
leyan College, Mount Pleasant, Iowa, the student receiving a Bachelor of 
Science Degree. 

Mercy Hospital, Burlington, was founded in 1894, and the school of 
nursing was established in 1904. 

St. Joseph’s Mercy Hospital, Keokuk, was established in 1887. The school 
of nursing was opened in 1901 and was discontinued in 1945. 

Graham Hospital, Keokuk, was opened in 1901, and a school of nursing 
was established the same year. The school was discontinued in 1942. 

Mahaska County Hospital, Oskaloosa, was opened in 1907, and a school 
of nursing was established the same year. The school was discontinued 
in 1934. 

Mercy Hospital, Oskaloosa, conducted a school of nursing from 1917 to 
1927. 

St. Joseph’s Mercy Hospital, Centerville, was established in 1903, and a 
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school of nursing was opened in 1910. The school was discontinued in 1935. 
Washington County Hospital, Washington, was opened in 1912 and con- 
ducted a school of nursing until 1930. 
Jefferson County Hospital, Fairfield, was opened in 1912, and a school of 
nursing was established the same year. .The school was discontinued in 1930. 
The Miner’s Hospital, Albia, conducted a school of nursing from 1917 
to 1927. 


District 3. 


Finley Hospital, Dubuque, was founded in 1890, and the school of nursing 
was established in 1896. The first class was graduated in 1899. The school 
was discontinued in 1939 and reopened in 1942. 

St. Joseph Merey Hospital, Dubuque, was opened in 1881, and the school 
of nursing was established in 1900. In 1943 an arrangement with Loras 
College was effected whereby the St. Joseph Mercy Hospital School of 
Nursing became a division of Loras College. 


DIstTrRIicT 4, 


Presbyterian Hospital, eNestorinc, opened its school of nursing in 1903 
and graduated the first class in 1906. The school was discontinued in 1934. 

Allen Memorial Hospital, Waterloo, established a school of nursing in 
1925. The first class of ten nurses was graduated in 1928. The school was 
closed in 1934 and reopened in 1942 under the name, Lutheran School of 
Nursing. In cooperation with the State Teachers College, Cedar Falls, the 
basic sciences are given at the college. 

The Lutheran Hospital in Hampton conducted a school from 1915 to 1932. 

St. Joseph’s Mercy Hospital, Waverly, conducted a school of nursing 
from 1909 to 1931. 


District 5. 


The State University School of Nursinig, Iowa City, is one of. the oldest 
in the state. The hospital began admitting patients in 1898, and a school 
of nursing was in operation with seven students enrolled. The Homeopathic 
School of Medicine also opened and maintained a separate school of nurs- 
ing. In 1919 the Homeopathic School of Medicine was merged with the 
School of General Medicine and its school was merged with the General 
Hospital School. In 1902 the course was extended to three years. The 
school offers both a three-year and a combined collegiate and nursing 
course. In 1949 the name was changed to College of Nursing. 

Mercy Hospital, lowa City, was founded in 1878, and a school of nursing 
was opened in 1914. It has a course affiliation with the University of Iowa 
and Saint Ambrose College with full college credit given for all courses. 

Mercy Hospital, Cedar Rapids, opened a school of nursing in 1904. In 
1933, course affiliations for chemistry, biology, and sociology were estab- 
lished with Mount Mercy Junior College, Cedar Rapids. In September 1943, 
the school became an integral part of the Loras College Division of Nursing 
Education, Dubuque, Iowa. Through this integration students in the three- 
year basic professional course receive college credit for all courses taken 
in the school of nursing. The integration also makes possible a combined 
academic and professional program leading to the degree of Bachelor of 
Science in nursing or in nursing education. 

St. Luke’s Methodist Hospital School of Nursing was organized in 1896. 
The basic sciences are taught under the auspices of Coe College. Arrange- 
ments have been made for the combined program in Liberal Arts and 
Nursing in the following colleges: 


Coe College 22.24.2.:.. Soe ae Cedar Rapids 
Poti Woleve te sos 2S aes Mount Vernon 
Epperslowa. Ua versity ee eS Fayette 


The John McDonald Hospital, Monticello, conducted a school of nursing 
from 1917sto.1930. 
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DISTRICT 6. 
The Agatha Hospital, Clinton, was opened in 1900, and the school of 


nursing was established in 1901. In 1919 the name of the hospital was 
changed to Jane Lamb Memorial. . 

St. Joseph Hospital, Clinton, conducted a school of nursing from 1903 
to 1948. 

St. Luke’s Hospital, Davenport, opened a school of nursing in 1895 and 
has the distinction of being the first school of nursing iin Iowa. In Feb- 
ruary 1899, the graduates met and formed the first Alumnae Association. © 
The school conducts both a three and a five-year program, the latter leading 
to a Bachelor of Science degree. 

Mercy Hospital, Davenport, was founded in 1869 and the school of nurs 
ing was established in 1895 as an integral part of the hospital. The school 
is affiliated for courses with St. Ambrose and Marycrest Colleges in the 
Biological, Physical and Social Sciences. 


Each of the following hospitals conducted schools of nursing: 
Established Discontinued 


Benjamin Hershey, Muscatine _....____._...... 1902 1932 
Bellevue; Muscatine: <3) sales eae 1905 1927 
Mercy, Anam osak hear ae a eeen! 1917 1929 


DISTRICT 7, 


Broadlawns Hospital, Des Moines. The present Broadlawns Hospital 
School of Nursing was opened in 1924. Arrangements are now in effect 
which permit pre-clinical students to be enrolled at Drake University for 
the basic sciences. 

Towa Lutheran Hospital, Des Moines, opened a school of nursing in 1914 
with a class of sixteen students. Soon after the first class was graduated 
in 1917, an alumnae association was organized. Arrangements are now in 
effect with Grand View College which permit pre-clinical students to be 
enrolled at Grand View College for the basic sciences. 

Iowa Methodist Hospital, Des Moines. The School of Nursing was founded 
concurrently with the hospital in 1901 and is today the second largest 
school of nursing in Iowa. Arrangements are now in effect with Drake 
University which permit the pre-clinical students to be enrolled at Drake 
University for the basic sciences. 

Mercy Hospital, Des Moines, opened a school of nursing offering a two- 
year course in 1899. In 1906 the course was increased to three years. The 
alumnae association was organized in 1907. Mercy Hospital is the oldest 
hospital which has operated continuously in the Seventh District. Arrange- 
ments are now in effect with Drake University which permit the pre-clinical 
students to be enrolled at Drake University for the basic sciences. 

The Iowa Congregational Hospital which was operated by the Iowa Con- 
gregational Church for a number of years was turned over to the Iowa 
Lutheran Hospital in 1926. The Congregational Alumnae, consisting of 
thirty-five members, joined the Lutheran Alumnae in 1926 as associate 
members. 


DISTRICT 8, 

St. Joseph’s Mercy Hospital, Fort Dodge, established a school of nurs- 
ing in 1908, and the alumnae association was established in 1926. Through 
cooperative arrangements, the Fort Dodge Junior College provides instruc- 
tion in the basic sciences. 

Each of the following hospitals conducted schools of nursing: 

Eleanor Moore Hospital, Boone — 1901-1925 
Nevada Sanitarium, Nevada — 1927 to 1933 


DISTRICT 9. 
Jennie Edmundson Memorial Hospital, Council Bluffs. The Women’s 


Christian Association Hospital was organized in 1884 and was incorporated 
in 1887. The school of nursing was opened in 1894. The name was changed 
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to Jennie Edmundson Memorial Hospital in memory of Mrs. Jennie Way 
Edmundson. The alumnae association was organized in 1912. In 1941 the 
school of nursing established an affiliatiion with the University of Omaha, 
Omaha, Nebraska, whereby the sciences are taught at the University. 

Mercy Hospital, Council Bluffs, opened a school of nursiing in 1896 at 
St. Bernard’s Hospital. The first class was made up exclusively of members 
of the Order. In 1903 the school was moved to Mercy Hospital and in- 
corporated as an integral part of the hospital. The Mercy Hospital Alumnae 
was organized in 1911. 

The Bachelor of Science in nursing may be earned after three years of 
nursing education in the hospital by at least two years of academic studies 
at Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska. 

Each of the following hospitals conducted schools of nursing: 

Established Discontinued 
Greater Community Hospital, Creston 1896 1934 
poulantic Hospital, Atlantic... ..2. es. 1903 1932 


Distrricr 10. 


St. Joseph’s Mercy Hospital, Mason City, was founded in 1916, and the 
school of nursing was established the same year. The alumnae association 
was organized in 1920 with twelve charter members. The school is a unit 
of St. Joseph Mercy College of Nursing, Sioux City, Iowa, and the pre- 
clinical students spend the first nine months at the latter school. 

Each of the following hospitals conducted schools of nursing: 

Established Discontinued 
Pedi vemet On DILal,VASOR. Clty cir 2 wo 1909 1933 
ro Odepns. Hospital. Cresco: 1910 1927 


DISTRICT 11. 


The Evangelical Deaconess Hospital, Marshalltown, was opened in 1914, 
and the school of nursing was established in 1916. 

The Mercy Hospital School of Nursing was organized in 1905 and dis- 
continued in 1948. The Hospital established the Mercedian School for 
Practical Nurses in June 1948. 

The Community Hospital in Grinnell conducted a school of nursiing from 
DOToS to 1931; 


RESUME 


From the time the first school of nursing was established in 1894, the 
number increased rapidly until 1928 when fifty-two schools existed. Twenty- 
one or 40.4 per cent, were in hospitals of from 100 to 300 bed capacity; 
and li, or 21.1 per cent, were in hospitals from 35 to 50 bed capacity. 
During the following years the hospitals in the latter group discontinued 
their schools because they felt unable financially to meet requirements and 
that they could serve the nursing needs of the community better with a 
graduate staff. 

In 1932 there were 1735 students enrolled in the schools of nursing. As of 
June 30, 1949, 1680 students were enrolled in the twenty-seven approved 
schools of nursing. The largest number of students enrolled in the schools 
of nursing in the history of the state was in 1945 when the number was 
3042. 

The Board of Nurse Examiners maintains standards for, supervises, and 
approves schools of nursing. In formulating standards for schools of nurs- 
ing, an effort has been made to keep in mind that the aim in any move to 
raise standards of nursing education should be to improve the quality of 
nursing service. 

Applicants for entrance to schools of nursing must be graduates of ac- 
credited high schools, completing a minimum of fifteen units, and rank in 
the upper two-thirds of their high school class, Specific subjects are not 
required but recommendations include English, 3-4 units; mathematics, 
2 units; social studies, 2-4 units; sciences, 2 units; and some background 
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of foreign language. The applicant must be at least seventeen years of age 
on the date of admission to the school of nursing. os 


The Iowa Nurse Practice Act and Its Administration 


It was not until March 12, 1907, by a law made effective July 4, 1907, 
and found in the Laws of the Thirty-second General Assembly, Chapter 
139, that any attempt was made to regulate or affect the practice of nurs- 
ing in the State of Iowa. This Act set up the machinery for the registra- 
tion of nurses under the State Board of Health. The Act provided that 
the examining committee shall be appointed by the Board of Health and 
shall consist of two physicians from its membership, the Secretary of the 
Board of Health and two nurses. 

The laws relating to the profession of nursing were recodified under a 
separate title in the Code with those relating to the practice of various 
other professions under H. F. 362 passed by the 40th (Extra) G. A. which 
bill became effective October 28, 1924. Future acts of the legislature were 
based upon a repeal or amendment of this Act. The laws affecting nursing 
are scattered throughout this title. 

The Iowa Board of Nurse Examiners was made a department separate 
from the Department of Health by S. F. 50, passed by the 46th General 
Assembly which bill became effective upon publication April 21, 1935. The 
provisions of Title VIII insofar as they affect the practice of nursing are 
enforced by the Board of Nurse Examiners. In discharging the duties and 
exercising the powers provided for in the Act (46th G. A., Ch. 18) the 
Board and its Secretary are governed by all the provisions of law which 
govern the Department of Health when discharging a similar duty or 
exercising a similar power that pertains to the nursing profession. 

The Act provides: (1) a board consisting of five nurses to be appointed 
by the Governor for a term of five years, the terms of the members to be 
rotated in such a manner that one examiner shali retire each year; (2) 
that the appointment to the board of examiners shall be made from nom- 
inations submitted by the state association of the profession; (3) “forse 
full time secretary for said examiners prescribing her duties and powers; 
(4) that applications for a license to practice nursing ‘shall be made direct 
to the secretary of the board of nurse examiners; (5) that fees collected 
under the Act shall be credited to a special fund to be used in administering 
the provisions of the Act. The activities of the department include ad- 
ministration, examination, law enforcement, and education. 

The last action affecting the profession of nursing was taken by the 
o3rd General Assembly and became effective July 4, 1949. The amend- 
ment provides for the following: Licenses to practice nursiing shall be 
issued in two classifications: 

(1) A license to practice nursing as a registered nurse. 
(2) A license to practice nursing as a licensed practical nurse. 

The licensure for registered nurses is mandatory and for practical nurses, 
permissive. 

Following the passage of the first law regulating the practice of nursing 
in 1907, 695 nurses were registered by waiver, In 1908 the first State 
Board Examination for registered nurses was held, and since that time 
examinations have been held semi-annually. From 1907 to June 30, 1949, 
22,133 nurses have. been licensed in this state. This figure includes those 
registered by examination and reciprocity. The total number of nurses 
maintaining active licenses as of June 30, 1949, was 15,753. The first 
examination for licensed practical nurse was held on September 16, 1949, 
with a total of 169 candidates writing. 

With the development of the team concept, nursing organizations readily 
recognize the essential services which can be rendered by well-prepared 
practical nurses in providing safe nursing care for the public. With the 
changes taking place in nursing education, nursing organizations are also 
aware of the need for well-prepared professional nurses capable of wise 
leadership, 


History Of Public Health Nursing 


In lowa 


MATTIE BRASS, R.N., Director of Public Health Nursing 
State Department of Health, Des Moines 


Public health nursing had its origin about a century ago in visiting and 
earing for the sick in their homes. Much of this early work was done by 
church deaconesses, and while it was far different from the type of nursing 
we do today, it did have an influence on present-day nursing. Out of the 
deaconess ‘nursing there evolved in England district nursing, which in most 
parts of this country is termed ‘‘visiting nursing.’’ With the expansion 
of health services to the public, the term ‘‘public health nurse’’ has come 
into use to describe nurses employed by all agencies. New York City was 
first in this country to develop an organization for the purpose of provid- 
ing nursing care in the home. : 

Visiting nursing first made its appearance in this state at Davenport in 
1920 as a generalized service under the direction of a board of directors. 
The first nurse, Sara Peck, a graduate of St. Luke’s Hospital at Davenport, 
served for six months. Clara L. Craine, her successor, served until 1935, 
first as a staff nurse; later as superintendent of a small staff of nurses. 
Visiting nursing under non-official auspices or private boards of directors 
was the pattern of organization for public health nursing in Iowa for 
several years. Sioux City adopted such a plan in 1906, Des Moines in 1908, 
Burlington and Ft. Dodge in 1909, Dubuque and Waterloo in 1910, Iowa 
City and Keokuk. in 1913, Clinton in 1915, Muscatine in 1916, Cedar Rapids 
and Council Bluffs in 1917, Ottumwa iin 1920 and Mason City in 1923. 
Later Marshalltown and Grinnell established public health nursing services. 
The work of most of the original organizations still continues with changes 
in policies and in sources of financial support. A larger number of nurses 
are employed on their staffs, and a much broader scope of service is offered 
because of advancements in public health work. 

Visiting nursing organizations have made a definite contribution to publi¢ 
health as their experiences and achievements have served to create interest 
in and demand for public health nursing services. Their use of lay boards 
of directors has served as an organizational pattern in the ‘development of 
other non-official and official agencies. Many of the public health nurses 
now employed in official services received their early training and experi- 
ence in private agencies. 

Early public health nursing was limited largely to the care of the sick 
indigents. The service of the public health nurse of today is available to 
every family in the community, rich or poor, in sickness and in health. 
She functions primarily as a health teacher and advisor and employs her 
knowledge of health conditions in locating persons in need of medical care 
and assists them in securing medical attention, and in carrying out recom- 
mendations made by the attending physician. In a family health service 
many excellent opportunities are presented for demonstrating nursing pro- 
cedures in the home, pointing out the available preventive measures and 
for urging immunizations and periodical medical examinations. The public 
health nurse has a responsibility in making health, social, and educational 
plans for individuals and families, and in so doing cooperates with other 
community health and. social agencies, She promotes health education by 
cooperating with teachers, welfare workers and others and assists them 311 
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understanding the problems and needs of the community. She participates 
in all public health work of which medical service is a part, therefore her 
responsibilities have widened in scope as the public health movement has 
advanced. She has made a contribution to the advancement of public health 
along with the physicians, bacteriologists, sanitary engineers, epidemiolo- 
gists, vital statisticians, psychologists, sociologists, nutritionists and other 
workers in the field of health and welfare. 

Industrial nursing in Iowa had its origin in the meat packing plants in 
about 1919, when nurses were employed to work under plant physicians to 
give first aid to the sick and injured. Industries employed nurses because 
they realized that along with better care for the injured, they could cut 
down expenses through elimination of accidents or infection and the con- 
sequent elimination of lost time. 

The work of the industrial nurse in recent years has broadened. The 
performs more than a first aid service; she has a role in caring for the 
health and human interests of every employee. Her services are in harmony 
with the modern public health point of view and embrace, besides preven- 
tion of accidents and disease, the promotion of health through education. 

Nursing in industry expanded greatly during the war concomitant with 
the industrial expansion. 

In some of the smaller cities in the state, insurance companies employ 
nurses to give service to their policy holders. Such nurses are limited in 
number, however, as it is the policy of these insurance companies to con- 
tract with the local visiting nursing agency to provide nursing care where 
such agencies exist. The support of public health nursing service by insur- 
ance companies has been an important factor in extending nursing services. 

Various plans have been used to pay the cost of public health nursing 
in a community and many public health minded individuals, both men and 
women, have espoused the cause of public health nursing, assuming the 
obligation of raising money to finance such programs, Health programs as 
community projects have been promoted in the state through the efforts 
of several organizations, one of the earliest of which was. the Iowa Tuber- 
culosis Association. ! 

The Iowa Tuberculosis Association was organized in 1915 by a committee 
composed of members of the Iowa State Medical Society. W. C. Klows 
was the first executive secretary and Isabel Kellman was employed as the 
first field nurse. Miss Kellman gave demonstration nursing services, studied 
community needs and assisted in organiziing school and county nursing 
services in connection with the tuberculosis prevention program. In 1916 
Helen Hartley joined the staff of the Iowa Tuberculosis Association, fune- 
tioning as supervising nurse. She was later appointed to serve as a member 
of the State Board of Nurse Examiners. Her services embraced health 
education, public health nursing and inspection of schools of nursing, a 
three-fold service made possible through the cooperation of the Board of 
Health, the Iowa Tuberculosis Association and the State Board of Nurse 
Examiners. Miss Hartley was the first nurse who made reports of her work 
to the State Board of Health, and it was through her efforts that the State 
Board of Health was apprized of the public health nursing activities within 
the state. 

Thus, through the services of the nurses employed by the Iowa Tuber- 
culosis Association in 1915, interest in public health nursing was created 
in many communities. At the outset, county-wide organization was the 
objective in the establishment and support of nursing services. In 1918 
the American Red Cross inaugurated a program of publie health nursing 
by releasing unexpended war funds. Many countries were ready to accept 
such a program and the County Red Cross funds were made available to 
demonstrate the need for public health nursing, Hardin County was the 
first to secure a nurse paid from the Red Cross funds. Wm. Pye (Super- 
intendent of Schools at Eldora at that time) prepared and had presented 
to the Thirty-eighth General Assembly the public health nursing law (see 
1927 Code of Iowa, Page 343, Chapter 112, Sections 2362-63-64) which 
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permits boards of education, boards of health and county boards of super- 
visors to divert funds to employ public health nurses. Other counties fol- 
lowed Hardin County’s example and as a result, the demand for public 
health nursing service throughout the state far exceeded the supply of 
qualified public health nurses. To meet this demand, an emergency course 
in public health nursing was offered by the Towa Tuberculosis Association 
in the summer of 1918. Field experience for these nurses was provided in 
the city of Des Moines. 

In 1921 by arrangements with the Iowa Tuberculosis Association, Miss 
Anna Drake was lent to the Iowa State Department of Health to direct 
the public health nursing activities. She gave valuable guidance and counsel 
to the county nurses in the development of the various phases of their 
nursing program. When Red Cross funds were exhausted, some of the 
nursing services were discontinued; in others, the sales of Christmas seals, 
private subscriptions and membership funds made it possible to retain 
nurses. 

School nursing had its beginning in 1907 in the Des Moines Publie Schools. 
Emma C. Wilson, a Des Moines nurse, was employed by the board of 
education. 

During the time of the expansion of county-wide nursing programs, public 
schools became interested in a school nursing program and many of these 
school nursing services were supported by non-official as well as official 
funds. In both the county-wide nursing programs and in the school nursing 
services, there was a lack of continuity which was attributed to insufficient 
funds and lack of qualified public health nurses. 

Nurses serving in schools today are employed under the auspices of board 
of education, official health departments, and, in some instances, service to 
schools is given by the visiting nurse associations as a part of their gen- 
eralized program. The larger cities tend toward specialized school nursing 
service under boards of education. In rural areas and smaller communities, 
school nursing is only one phase of the generalized public health nursing 
program. 

The concept of school nursing has been broadened to include more than 
the care of minor ailments in the schools and visits to the homes of children 
with communicable diseases and physical defects. Today the aim of the 
nurse serving in the schools is to cooperate with medical, social, school and 
community groups in planning a co-ordinated health program to meet the 
needs of the school child in relation to his physical and mental health. 

As sentiment in favor of public health nursing increased about 1919-1920, 
and more boards of supervisors and boards of education were contributing 
wholly or in part to the maintenance of nursing service, there came the 
realization that efforts must be made to raise the standards of service and 
the qualifications of nurses. To again help meet the demand for more 
qualified public health nurses, the educational facilities from the Univer- 
sity of Iowa were utilized for the preparation of nurses for public health 
work. In 1920 Helene Stewart from New York was secured to direct a 
course in public health nursing at the University of Iowa. She was suc- 
ceeded by Helen Boyd in 1924. The course was discontinued in the fall of 
1926 because of insufficient enrollments, and since this time nurses have 
had to go to universities and colleges in other states to receive preparation 
to qualify them for public health nursing. 

Other factors which had up to this time influenced the development of 
public health nursing and which created interest in public health programs 
in Iowa are the work of the Extension Division of the Iowa State College 
and the Shepard-Towner Act, which became effective in November 1921 
and under which funds were allocated to states for promotion of health 
and welfare activities for the maternal and child health group. When Miss 
Drake severed her connection with the Iowa Tuberculosis Association in 
1914, she was succeeded by Edith S. Countryman who until 1929 served in 
the dual capacity of Director of Public Health Nursing for the Iowa State 
Department of Health, and Supervisor of Nursing Services for the Iowa 
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Tuberculosis Association. Headquarters for the Director of Public Health 
Nursing was provided by the lowa State Department of Health in 1926, 
and a part of the director’s salary and travel expenses were allowed by — 
the state. 

The Bureau of Maternity and Child Hygiene was created by an Act of 
Legislature in 1931 and the public health nursing program of the State 
Department of Health functioned through the Bureau until 1937 when it 
attained the status of a division. 

Alma Hartz, who had been with the Maternity and Infancy Division of 
the State University of Iowa, was transferred to the Bureau of Maternity 
and Child Hygiene of the State Department of Health. 

The department of Public Health Nursing, under the direction of Edith 
S. Countryman, began to serve as an office for the clearing of public health 
nursing problems. Activities of the various nursing organizations were 
reported to the Director of Public Health Nursing, employing groups con- 
sulted with her relative to qualifications of candidates for positions. The 
standards suggested by the National Organization for Public Health Nurs- 
ing regarding qualifications for public health nursing positions were adopted 
and more nurses were becoming interested in educational preparation for 
public health positions. 

The economic situation of the early 1930’s had an adverse effect on 
nursing in general. A number of counties and local communities reported 
curtailment of appropriations with a resultant reduction in the number of 
personnel, thus expansion of services was considerably retarded. 


In 1934 the Federal Emergency Relief Administration and later W.P.A. 
employed nurses to assist county social workers in securing medical, nurs- 
ing and other health needs for individuals on relief rolls; and to assist in 
aiding individuals and communities in the protection of health according 
to the health standards of the State Department of Health. 


The passage of the Social Security Act in 1935 provided for a grant of 
funds to the states for public health purposes which aided materially in 
the development of public health nursing services throughout the state. In 
many of the rural areas where nursing programs had been discontinued, 
services were re-established largely under official auspices, The American 
Red Cross and the Iowa Tuberculosis Association, however, must again be 
given credit for their financial aid in the creation and development of 
public health nursing programs in many areas for the purpose of demon- 
strating the value of such services to the official bodies. 


As groups of counties established public health nursing programs, they 
were organized into districts. District health offices in a number of areas 
of the state were established by the State Department of Health. With 
personnel from these district offices, there was made available to all public 
health nurses within the respective districts guidance from the nurse-super- 
visor, medical advice from the medical director, and assistance in matters 
relating to sanitation from the public health engineer. Through the ac- 
tivities of the personnel of the district health offices and local public 
health councils, public health programs designed to meet the most out- 
standing needs were developed. . 


Along with the expansion of specialized public health programs within 
the state, there developed the awareness of a need for specialized nurse 
consultants to assist public health nurses with the following phases of their 
programs: Dental hygiene, maternal and child health, crippled children’s 
service, tuberculosis control, venereal discase control, preventable disease 
and industrial health. World War II had an influence on public health 
nursing. Although there was a considerable turn-over of public health 
nursing personnel in all public health nursing programs within the state, 
nursing activities consistent with war time needs were given emphasis. 
Communicable disease control and bedside care were considered of prime 
importance. An increase of services to maternity cases and infants resulted 
through the introduction of the Emergency Maternity and Infant Care 
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Program as nursing care for mothers and infants is one of the most funda- 
mental and far-reaching services the nurse has to give. 

In 1940 there was organized as an outgrowth of the Public Health Nurs- 
ing Section of the Iowa State Organization of Registered Nurses, the State 
Organization for Public Health Nursing. Many of the leaders in public 
health nursing felt that such an organization with membership comprised 
of nurses and other citizens could with joint effort, accomplish more for 
community service and public health nursing. Miss Adah L. Hershey, Di- 
rector of the Public Health Nursing Association in Des Moines for thirty- 
three years, and who had contributed a great deal to nursing and many 
other public health activities in lowa, was elected president of the organ- 
ization, Miss Hershey was a charter member of the National Order of 
Public Health Nurses. 

Edith L. Countryman resigned as Director of the Division of Public 
Health Nursing in November 1941 and was succeeded by Marie Neuschaefer 
who for a short period had been associated with the Division as Assistant 
Director. 

Since Miss Neuschaefer’s resignation in 1948, Mattie Brass has been 
serving in the capacity of the Director of the Division of Public Health 
Nursing. : 

Public health nursing has come a long way since the first service was 
established when its primary function was to nurse the sick. Nurses form 
the largest single group available to carry out health programs, they are 
considered essential in teaching, service and research in the field of modern 
medicine and public health. 

There is need for many more nurses in all health service to cooperate 
with other workers in an endeavor to more adequately meet the over-ail 
health needs of the people. 





History Of Pharmacy In lowa 


1850-1950 


WILBER J. TEETERS, B.S., M.S., Ph.c. 
Dean Emeritus College of Pharmacy 
State University of Iowa, Iowa City 


The events of the second half of the 19th century are so important in 
pharmacy as to what followed that it is necessary to mention a few happen- 
ings to lay the foundation for later events. 

This was the period of the apprentice system, brought from Europe, and 
common at this time in all professions. It was also the period of the family 
physician who unfortunately has almost passed out of the picture. 

The pharmacist and physician at this time were an institution. They 
were loved and respected, The corner drugstore often was the forum of 
political and other controversial subjects. The drugstore was the place 
where the farmer and others went for scientific advice, the only place he 
could get the information free. 

The pharmacist had put in long years of apprenticeship in order to get 
into the drug business; he was well informed for the period, kindly, con- 
siderate and above all, honest and could keep a secret. 

The American Druggist description of the drug store of this time follows: 

‘“Today the corner drug store has become a community center, a 
bulwark of commercial life, a repository of the healing herbs and 
chemicals of all the world. It is the home of science brought to Main 
Street, of skill wedded to mercy and of integrity in service to physician 
and patient. It is vividly symbolic, to him who passes by the drug 
store window, by those huge carboys filled with colored liquid, the show 
globes which are the banners in the only war that Pharmacy can know 
—the war cn human suffering and disease. 

They are bright banners of hope, raised against a threatening sky, 
in a world heset with phantasms and fears.’’ 

Pharmacy is applied chemistry —the pharmacist today must be well 
grounded in chemistry to be of the greatest help to the medical profession. 
His foundation in chemistry makes it possible for him to be informed on 
the synthetic and biochemical products so essential today. 

At the present time we have roughly speaking four types of pharmacies. 
The Professional in which an attempt is made to confine the work to the 
filling of prescriptions and professional medical supplies; the General drug 
store somewhat as of old; the Chain drug store or glorified department 
store using the name drug store to lure trade, and the Diugless drug store 
where no registered pharmacist is employed and sales are limited to house- 
hold remedies. 

The United States Pharmacopoeia was first published in 1820. It is the 
law book for the physician and pharmacist and sets the standards that 
must be met for all drugs recognized. 

The pharmacopoeia is revised every ten years and the pharmacists were 
first invited to take part in this revision in 1850, At the present time most 
of the revision work is done by pharmacists and chemists. 

The first college of pharmacy was established in 1821 at Philadelphia 
and at present we have 63 accredited colleges of pharmacy, most of them 
connected with state universities or state supported institutions. 

The College of Pharmacy of the University of Iowa was founded in 1885 
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and is the only College of Pharmacy in the state that has been in con- 
tinuous operation. 

Iowa has at present two colleges of pharmacy. The State University of 
Iowa, College of Pharmacy at Iowa City and the College of Pharmacy in 
connection with Drake University at Des Moines. Both are accredited by 
the National Association of Colleges of Pharmacy. 

The State Pharmacy Law enacted in 1880 made provision for a board 
of three with a secretary to conduct examinations, collect annual registra- 
tion dues and enforce the laws regulating pharmacy. 

Appointment to the Board is made by the Governor which appointment 
is supposed to be made from a list submitted to him by the State Asso- 
ciation. 

The Secretary is appointed by the Board and his office is in the State 
House. ; 

The enforcement of the narcotic laws are entrusted to the Pharmacy 
Board. 

The Hospital Pharmacy in connection with the University Hospital has 
since 1907 been under the supervision of the College of Pharmacy. This 
service has been developed to a high point of efficiency and gives the Hos- 
pital Physicians and Internes an opportunity to come in contact with the 
practice of pharmacy at its best. 

The turn of the Century roughly marks the beginning of the synthesis 
of many organic drugs. Previous to this date therapeutic agents, to a 
large extent, were products of nature—extracts of plants and animal sources, 

Two world wars no doubt stimulated research but much of the advance 
has been independent of this influence. 

The first decade gave us Aspirin, Veronal, Novocaine. 

The second decade (World War I 1914-1918) brought cinchophen, luminal, 
salvarsan and neosalvarsan, azo-dyes and the first vitamin. 

The third decade brought a synthetic ephedrine, anti-malarial plasmochin, 
systemic antiseptics, acriflavin, prontosil and vitamins A, D & C. 

The fourth decade we find synthetic papaverine, the anaesthetics chloro- 
propane and vinethene, hypnotics amytal and seconal, anti-malarial atabrine 
and insecticide DDT. Systemic antiseptics sulfanilamide (1932) sulfapy- 
ridine (1936), Vitamin B,, B, and B, and adrenal cortex Hormone. 

In the fifth decade we find curare synthetic analgesics, metopon, Demerol, 
Mehadon. Antihistaminics and anti-allergic drugs, anti-malarial Palurdrine 
and chloroquine, systemic antiseptics of sulfa drugs by chemical synthesis 
and bacterial synthesis of antibiotics penicillin, streptomycin, aureomycin, 
‘chloromycetin and ‘bacitracin, Vitamin B, (Cabione) for anemia and 
cortical Hormone Cortisone which promises relief in arthritis. 

Some of these discoveries have been acclaimed as ‘‘miraculous’’ yet 
may well be only harbingers on the horizon of remedial agents to be put 
in our hands for the ills of man and protection of public health. 

Chapters I and II of the CODE OF ETHICS OF THE AMERICAN 
PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION are quoted. 


‘‘Chapter I 
THE DUTIES OF THE PHARMACIST IN CONNECTION WITH 
HIS SERVICES TO THE PUBLIC 


Pharmacy has for its primary object the service which it can render 
to the public in safeguarding the handling, sale, compounding and 
dispensing of medicinal substances. 

The practice of pharmacy demands knowledge, skill and integrity 
on the part of those engaged in it. Pharmacists are required to pass 
certain educational tests in order to qualify under the laws of our 
states. The states thus restrict the practice of pharmacy to those 
persons who by reason of special training and qualifications are able 
to qualify under regulatory requirements and grant to them privileges 
necessarily denied to others. 


476 | 





ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF IOWA MEDICINE 


In return the states expect the Pharmacist to recognize his responsi- 
bility to the community and to fulfill his professional obligations honor- 
ably and with due regard for the physical and moral well-being of 
society. 

The Pharmacist should uphold the approved legal standards of the 
United States Pharmacopoeia and the National Formulary for articles 
which are official in either of these works, and should, as far as possible, 
encourage the use of these official drugs and preparations and dis- 
courage the use of objectionable nostrums. He should sell and dispense 
only drugs of the best quality for medicinal use and for filling pre- 
scriptions. 

He should neither buy, sell nor use substandard drugs for uses which 
are in any way connected with medicinal purposes. 

The Pharmacist should be properly remunerated by the publie for 
his knowledge and skill when used in its behalf in compounding pre- 
scriptions and his fee for such professional work should take into 
account the time consumed and the great responsibility involved as 
well as the cost of the ingredients. . 

The Pharmacist should not sell or dispense powerful drugs and 
poisons to persons not properly qualified to administer or use them, 
and should use every proper precaution to safeguard the public from 
poisons and from all habit-forming medicines. 

The Pharmacist, being legally entrusted with the dispensing and 
sale of narcotic drugs and alcoholic liquors, should merit this responsi- 
bility by upholding the conforming to the laws and regulations gov- 
erning the distribution of these substances. 

The Pharmacist should seek to enlist and merit the confidence of his 
patrons and when this confidence is won it should be jealously guarded 
and never abused by extortion or misrepresentation or in any other 
manner. 

The Pharmacist should consider the knowledge which he gains of 
the ailments of his patrons and their confidences regarding these mat- 
ters, as entrusted to his honor, and he should never divulge such facts 
unless compelled to do so by law. 

The Pharmacist should hold the health and safety of his patrons to 
be of first consideration; he should make no attempt to prescribe or 
treat diseases or strive to sell drugs or remedies of any kind simply 
for the sake of profit. 

He should keep his pharmacy clean, neat and sanitary in all its de- 
partments and should be well supplied with accurate measuring and 
weighing devices and other suitable apparatus for the proper perform- 
ance of his professional duties. 

It is considered inimical to public welfare for the Pharmacist io 
have any clandestine arrangement with any Physician in which fees 
are divided or in which secret prescriptions are concerned. 

The Pharmacist should primarily be a good citizen, and should in- 
form himself concerning the laws, particularly those relating to food 
and drug alulteration and those pertaining to health and sanitation 
and should always be ready to cooperate with the proper authorities 
having charge of the enforcement of the laws. 

The Pharmacist should be willing to join any constructive effort to 
promote the public welfare and he should regulate his public and private 
conduct and deeds so as to entitle him to the respect and confidence of 
the community in which he practices. 


Chapter II 


THE DUTIES OF THE PHARMACIST IN HIS RELATIONS TO 
THE PHYSICIAN 


The Pharmacist even when urgently requested to do so should always 
refuse to prescribe or attempt diagnoses. He should, under such cir- 
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cumstances, refer applicants for medical aid to a reputable legally 
qualified Physician. In cases of extreme emergency as in accident or 
sudden illness on the street in which persons are brought to him pend- 
ing the arrival of a Physician such prompt action should be taken to 
prevent suffering as is dictated by humanitarian impulses and guided 
by scientific knowledge and common sense. 

The Pharmacist should not, under any circumstances, substitute one 
article for another, or one make of an article for another in a pre- 
scription, without the consent of the Physician who wrote it. No 
change should be made in a Physician’s prescription except such as is 
essentially warranted by correct pharmaceutical procedure, nor any 
that will interfere with the obvious intent of the prescriber, as re- 
gards therapeutic action. 

He should follow the Physician’s directions explicitly in the matter 
of refilling prescriptions, copying the formula upon the label or giving 
a copy of the prescription to the patient. He should not add any extra 
directions or caution or poison labels without due regard for the wishes 
of the prescriber, providing the safety of the patient is not jeopardized. 

Whenever there is doubt as to the interpretation of the Physician’s 
prescription or directions, he should invariably confer with the Physi- 
cian in order to avoid a possible mistake or an unpleasant situation. 

He should never discuss the therapeutic effect of a Physician’s pre- 
scription with a patron nor disclose details of composition which the 
Physician has withheld, suggesting to the patient that such details 
can be properly discussed with the prescriber only. 

Where an obvious error or omission in a prescription is detected 
by the Pharmacist, he should protect the interests of his patron and 
also the reputation of the Physician by conferring confidentially upon 
the subject, using the utmost caution and delicacy in handling such 
an important matter.’’ 


From an ethical as well as legal standpoint, no pharmacist should counter 
prescribe and by the same token no physician should try to practice pharm- 
acy. Definitely we have two professions each a specialist and the welfare 
of the patient can be served best by taking advantage of the skill of both. 

The pharmacist is equally alarmed at the attempt of our Government 
to socialize medicine, Only the united and determined effort of both pro- 
fessions may save us from this demoralizing situation. 





Diary Of Dr. J. M. Shaffer, Keokuk 


An Abstract 


It seems fitting to include in this centennial volume of Iowa Medicine, 
a brief abstract of an interesting diary kept by one of Iowa’s medical 
pioneers, Dr. Joshua Monroe Shaffer, M.D., over a period of sixty-two and 
a half years, from May 1, 1850 to January 1913. 

The diaries of Dr. Shaffer comprise six books, 101% x 9 x 3 inches, 
and two volumes 8 x 5 x 1% inches, being well bound and excellently 
preserved, all written on exceptionally good paper in the neat and precise 
handwritting of Dr. Shaffer. 

The diaries had been in the possession of Mr. James B. Diver of 
Keokuk since the death of Dr. Shaffer in 1913, and in February 1926 by 
permission of Mrs. Susie Hillis (daughter of Dr. Shaffer) they were sold 
to the Keokuk Public Library for the sum of three hundred dollars. They 
cover 4458 pages, and there are 22813 daily observations on these pages; 
it is further estimated that it comprises about 200,000 lines, and 2,500,000 
words. In 1937 the Keokuk Library arranged to have pencil and typewritten 
copies made of the diaries; through the courtesy of the Library one of 
these copies was made available, to permit making this brief abstract of 
the same. s 

Dr. Joshua M. Shaffer was born in Washington County, Pennsylvania, 
September 13, 1830. He graduated from Washington College in 1848, and a 
year later began the study of medicine at Elizabeth, Washington County, 
under the tutelage of his brother, John F. Shaffer, M.D. 

He began to keep a daily record of events Wednesday, May 1, 1850, 
then in his twentieth year. The opening item is ‘‘clear, beautiful, with 
cold winds’’, and this daily account of the weather is maintained throughout 
the following six decades. During his residence of forty years in Keokuk, 
he had a barometer and therometer at his house, and every day took 
readings of both instruments, at precisely the same time. 

On this first day’s record is the following: ‘‘Doctor took me with 
him to visit Nancy Grew, who was severely injured by a coal car passing 
over her. A wound of the left leg, fifteen inches long, dressed with thirteen 
sutures, stitches and straps’’. Also, ‘‘I put in motion today the idea of 
forming a literary society among our young friends’’. 

Thusday, May 2, 1850. ‘‘I commenced Watson’s practice of medicine’’. 
‘*The Doctor attempted to take a small piece of coal from the eye of a 
miner, could not succeed in getting it detached’’, ‘‘A great many 
cases of ‘‘fire in the eye’’ have occurred here, supposed to be a small 
particle of coal which flies from the pick and being hot from the friction 
it sticks to the eye and takes a firm hold in the conjunctiva, producing in 
a short time a good deal of inflammation and always accompanied by 
pain. It must be removed with the point of a lancet and the eye washed 
with sulph. cupri and sulph. zine to 1 ounce of distilled water’’’, 

Frequent mention is made of a lady friend ‘‘Mel’’ who in 1856 as 
Mel Jane Curry of Elizaeth, Pennsylvania, became the wife of Dr. Shaffer 
then at Fairfield, Iowa. 


During the summer of 1850, he completed the reading of United States 
Dispensatory and Goddard’s Anatomy. 


On March 26, 1850, is the note ‘‘made sundry simple prescriptions and for 
the first time straddled the Doctor’s saddlebags.’’ 
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January 12, 1851, ‘‘witnessed first postmortem’’. 

October 2, 1851, ‘‘ Arrived in Philadelphia to attend medical lectures 
at the University of Pennsylvania, ‘‘the trip from Pittsburgh to Philadelphia 
required three days’’. 

Frequent reference is made to the teachers in the medical college, Drs. 
George B. Wood, Allen, Gibson, Jackson, Hodge and Gebhard. Occasional 
lectures were attended at Jefferson Medical College, but was not enthusiastic 
about them, although was very favorable to Dr. Mutter. 

The diary notes are frequently very complete, comprising a lecture 
_ heard during the day; such as a complete discription of intermittent fever, 
enteritis, croup, paralysis agitans, goitre and discussions of drugs like 
mercury, opium and epicac. 

An epidemic of influenza evidently prevailed during the winter of 
1851-2, and frequent reference is made to it. ‘‘It was a universal prevalence 
and characterized by sudden onset, and every part of the body ached’?. 

Jan. 1, 1852 visited Girard College. 

Jan. 7, 1852, ‘‘Cold as Greenland’’. ‘‘Philadelphia Medical Association 
issued its 10th announcement’’. 

Feb. 4, 1852, ‘‘Visited Jefferson Medical College and heard lecture by 
Mutter and Gibson’’. 

Feb. 25, 1852 ‘‘ Visited Philadelphia Alms House having 2350 inmates’’. 

Feb 26, 1852, ‘‘Evening had my cheeks shaved and mustache trimmed 
and went to Dr. Wood’s party — had quite a pleasant time’’. 

March 16, 1852. ‘‘Completed lectures. Gave Drs. Jackson, Rogers, and 
Gibson a farewell visit’’. ‘‘Do not like idea of leaving Philadelphia’’. 

March 18, 1852. ‘‘Left Philadelphia via Lancaster, Harrisburg; snowing 
heavily ’’. 

April 26, 1852. ‘‘Started for Iowa by steamer to Cincinnati — via Ohio 
river, then up the Mississippi arriving in St. Louis six days after leaving 
Pittsburgh’’. ‘‘When will I get back to Elizabeth? When will Mel and I 
get married- How will I succeed in Iowa???’ 

Friday, May 2, 1852. ‘‘Arrived in Keokuk at two o’clock. Met Dr. 
Hughes, formerly of Washington County, Pennsylvania, now professor of 
anatomy in medical school’’. ‘‘ Also called on Dr. McGugin’’. 

May 8, 1852. ‘‘Left Keokuk 4 A.M., stage — horseback, walked part 
of way -— Montrose, Bonapart, Farmington, Winchester — _ 60 miles, 
roads bad’’. 

May 9, 1852. ‘‘Arrived in Fairfield 10 A.M., became associated with 
Dr. J. Z. Huey in practice. Jefferson County is a splended country’’. 

The daily records indicate a very active practice, but his interests were 
soon engaged in other fields. Early in 1853, the Iowa State Agricultural 
Society was born in his office in Fairfield, and he served the first two 
years as secretary. In the spring of 1853 he made a trip on horseback to 
Ottumwa, Albia, Winterset, Indianola, Fort Des Moines, Grinnell and 
Oskaloosa. The entire trip of 300 miles costing less than eight dollars. In 
Fort Des Moines he met Dr. D. V. Cole, formerly of Fairfield, who 
advised him to locate in that young city, saying that the five doctors of 
Fort Des Moines ‘‘were getting rich’’, 

On the last day of the year December 31, 1853, appears this item — 
‘Rode professionally 1500 miles; recorded 200 cases; read 7450 pages; 
4280 of which were medical. Read 80 letters, sent 84; expenses $270. 

Tuesday, March 18, 1856. ‘‘Married at Elizabeth, Pennsylvania, to 
‘Mel?’ 7). 

October 16, 1856. ‘‘Signed my name as one of the voters for Fremont 
and Dayton, president and vice president’’. 

Saturday. Dec. 13, 1856. Fairfield. ‘‘Susan — daughter born’’. 

The daily records during 1857, a year of great financial depression, are 
shorter, and often only refer to the state of the weather. 

Mar. 25, 1857. ‘‘Cloudy. Business continues brisk — lots of practice 
and very little money — scarcely enough to pay expenses, Times seem 
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dull all over the country’’. 


April 8, 1857. ‘‘Busily engaged with large number of cases, mostly {n-2= 


flammatory affections of the lungs, among children, assuming the form 
of bronchitis (catarrhal fever), and among adults, pneumonia, pneurisy, 
etc. Up to date only two deaths. This epidemic has prevented me from ~ 
making special record of cases’’. 

April 17, 1857. ‘‘A general scarcity of all kinds of feed for cattle seems 
to prevail. Many cattle said to be starving; corn sells readily at 75 
cents; beef at 10 to 13 cents; ham at 11 cents; butter when any can 
be had at 25 cents.’’ 

Mar. 1, 1861. ‘‘Attended opening of Mt. Pleasant Hospital for mental 
patients in the state. Named member of first board of trustees’’. 

In 1863 Dr. Shaffer was appointed surgeon of the board of Enrollment 
for the First Congressional District of Iowa, and during the following 
two years examined over five thousand men in preparation to their admission 
to the Army. 

January 10, 1865. ‘‘Reached Des Moines at 2 A.M. Lodgings with 
Colonel David at the Savery House. Spent most of the day at the 
Capital arranging for the January meeting of the Agricultural Board’’. 

Saturday, March 4, 1865. ‘‘Clear, cool, fine. Thank God, the people of 
this country had the courage to elect Abraham Lincoln a second time as 
President. They inaugurate him today. I assist though at this great 
distance’’. ‘*2 P.M. most of the business closed on account of the 
National jubilation, every body seems to be happy’’. 

Thursday, April 6, 1865. ‘‘In evening go with Mel (Mrs. Shaffer) 
Mrs. and Dr. Beatty to hear Artemus Ward, the great American humorist. 
He makes much money out of a surprisingly small capital’’. 

Saturday, April 15, 1865. ‘‘Paid off a lot of little debts. Eckert not 
improving vastly; metacarpal bone may have to come out — recommended a 
second amputation, Dr. Steele (N. Steele, Charter Member, I.8.M.S.) does 
not see it’’, Heard the horrible announcement of the assassination of 
President Lincoln, and the attempt on Mr. Seward’s life. The news fell 
like a thunderclap on the people and paralyzed all classes. No such calamity 
ever befell us and everyone seemed to realize it.’’ 

Wednesday, May 3, 1865. ‘‘At Keokuk, called on Dr. Hughes, then at the 
hospital saw Drs. Cleaver and Sprague. Leave on P.M. train and reach 
Springfield, Ill., 9 P.M. Found a place to lie down on the floor of the 
American House. Went to see the remains of our beloved President at the 
State House, and as I looked upon his loved and noble face, I made a 
firm resolve to love and cherish the Union of these States’’. 

Wednesday, May 24, 1865. ‘‘Spent this day in Grinnell attending the 
Sheep Shearing Festival, a great success; stayed at the house of Hon. 
J. B. Grinnell’’. 


May 30, 1865. ‘‘Discharged from the army’’. Wednesday, June 13, 1865. 
‘‘Spent this day in Des Moines, a spectator at the Republican State 
Convention. Went to the Capital to see the magnates. I went to the circus’’. 


June 14, 1865. ‘‘ Drove from Des Moines to Nevada, Low Moor, Camanche, 
Lyons and Clinton on matters connected with Agricultural Board’’. June 
20, 1865. ‘‘ Arrive in Davenport, stay at Burtis House’’. June 23, 1865. 
‘‘Back in Fairfield, begin the study of entomology’’. 


Dr. Shaffer served on the Board of Censors of the Iowa State Medical 
Society in 1865 and 1866. 


October 9, 1871. ‘‘Great Chicago fire’’, May 7, 1874. ‘‘Removed my 
residence from Fairfield to Keokuk to become the secretary of the newly 
organized Iowa Life Insurance Company’’. Tuesday, February 22, 1876. 
‘*At Des Moines, Washington’s Birthday, well attended centennial’’. Wed- 
nesday, February 23, 1876. ‘‘Spent an hour with Governor Kirkwood at 
the Aborn House. Thursday, February 24, 1876. ‘‘Left at 6 P.M. on K. and 
D. taking a sleeper’’, February 25, 1876, ‘‘Reached Keokuk at 2 P.M,’’ 
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Friday, March 17, 1876. ‘‘Purchased a swan and skinned it. It is a 
beauty’’. 

Saturday, March 22, 1890. ‘‘Visit Brook’s child with Dr. Kinnamon, 
facial erysipelas — convalescing’’. 

Sunday, April 6, 1890. ‘‘Haster Sunday, cloudy, half fair, dress in 
black and carry my gold headed cane to attend church’’. 

Saturday, June 14, 1890. ‘‘Dr. Hughes comes and we talk over matters 
in relation to lectures at college’’. 

Tuesday, Aug. 12, 1890. ‘‘Cloudy, went to Fair Grounds. It was a 
Vanity Fair. A degrading affair. Grounds set apart for the boldest sort 
of gambling that Judge continues to approve’’. ‘‘James C. Davis (later 


Des Moines) has rheumatism of sterno-cleido-mastoid muscle — thinks was 


a sprain. Gave sodium salicylate’’. | 

October 13, 1890. ‘‘Justice Samuel F. Miller (also M.D.,) died at 
Washington, D.C., services to be in Keokuk’’. 

Saturday, Nov. 29, 1890. Chicago. ‘‘Heavy frost, splendid sleeper last 
night and a fine breakfast on train. Took room 705 Palmer House, high 
up but pleasant; can’t get ophthalmoscope fixed this side of New York’’. 

During the eighties and nineties the diary notes indicate an active 
practice, and continued interest in natural history. There is frequent 
reference to the stuffing of birds, so that his collection finally numbered 
several thousands specimens. This gave him an reputation as a taxidermist. 

He also became an acknowledged authority on botany and entomology, 
and he probably had the largest collection of bugs and insects outside 
the National Museum at the National capitol. 

March 4, 1900. ‘‘Dr. E. A. Guilbert died at Dubuque, was a member of 
State Board of Health, and also of my cremation society’’. There is 
frequent reference to his interest in cremation as shown by the following: 
March 23, 1900. ‘‘Received 100 copies of the Philadelphia Medical Journal 
containing my article on cremation and began their distribution’’. 

The work as pension examiner evidently engaged a large part of his 
time. Wednesday, May 2, 1900. ‘‘Board examined nine claimants, and we 
never ceased to work from 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. This included urinalysis of 
each, and writing reports. Work not done half as well as should have been— 
all is perfunctory routine. This is because surgeons and examiners can not 
afford to work for the homeopathic wages received’’. Saturday, July 14, 
1900. ‘‘Bells tolled death of Senator John H. Gear at Washington’’. July 
18, 1900. “‘Mr. Goodrich made special train of two cars and took a large 
party to Burlington for services of Senator Gear; free ride on first 
continuous run from Keokuk to Burlington in 55 minutes. September 1, 
1900. ‘‘Governor Samuel J. Kirkwood died. at Iowa City’’. 

The diary of Doctor Shaffer during the last twelve years of his life 
presented a careful daily record of theromometer and barometer readings 
with special weather observations. It is evident that his practice continued 
quite active, with a careful record of clinical symptoms including a 
urinalysis in each case, and indicating a constant awarness of medical 
progress. Frequent reference is made to correspondence with political 
leaders, matters connected with the State Historical and Agricultural 
societies, with Professor L. O. Howard, the entomologist of Washington, 
D.C., and Professor F. J. Herriott of Des Moines, regarding early Iowa 
history. Gradually the daily records became more brief, often only three 
or four lines, yet maintaining a lively interest in the changing events 
of his period. 

The end came on March 25, 1913 at Keokuk in his 83rd year. 

Through this daily chronicle covering a period of sixty-two and a half 
years, Dr. Joshua M. Shaffer has left a distinct contribution to the early 
history of this prairie state, and particularly a unique chapter to the first 
century of lowa medicine. 





Iowa State Medical Society } a ae 
Burlington, Iowa - eae ae 
April 23, 24, 25, 26, 1950 


This memorable meeting, held in the City of Burlington the birthplace of 


the Society, was distinctive in the high standard of its scientific program, 
the rare fellowship it engendered, and the delightful hospitality extended 
by the local committee of arrangements. 


The presiding officers were: 


President—Nathaniel G. Aleock, Iowa City 
President-Elect—Thomas F. Thornton, Waterloo 
First Vice-president-—Ernest M. Kersten, Fort Dodge 
Second Vice-president—Conreid R. Harken, Osceola 
Secretary—Allen B. Phillips, Des Moines 
Treasurer—N. Boyd Anderson, Des Moines 
Trustees—Walter A. Sternberg, Mount Pleasant 

Ben T. Witaker, Boone 

Robert N. Larimer, Sioux City 


The eminent guest speakers added interest and distinction to the program 


and ineluded: 


Robert L, Sanders, M.D., Memphis, Professor of Surgery, University of 
Tennessee College of Medicine 

Wendell G. Scott, M.D., St. Louis, Associate Professor of Radiology, 
Washington University School of Medicine 

A. D. Ruedemann, M.D., Detroit, Professor of Ophithalmology, Wayne 
University College of Medicine 

Alan R. Moritz, M.D., Cleveland, Professor of Pathology, Western Re- 
serve University School of Medicine : 

Ernest M, Hammes, M.D., St. Paul, President, Minnesota State Medical 
Association 

Stevens J. Martin, Ph:D, M.D., Hartford, Connecticut School of Anes- 
thesiology, St. Francis Hospital 

Reed M. Nesbit, M.D., Ann Arbor, Professor of Urology, University of 
Michigan Medical School 

James A. Greene, M.D., Houston, Texas, Professor of Medicine, Baylor 
University College of Medicine 

J. Harvey Black, M.D., Dallas, Professor of Medicine, Southwestern 
Medical College, University of Texas 

Fremont A, Chandler, M.D., Chicago, Professor of Orthopedic Surgery, 
University of Chicago School of Medicine 

William E. Adams, M.D., Chicago, Professor of Surgery, University of 
Chicago School of Medicine ; 

Samuel A. Cosgrove, M.D., Jersey City, Clinical Professor of Obstetrics, 
Columbia University Faculty of Medicine 

Reynold A. Jensen, M.D., Minneapolis, Associate Professor of Pediatrics, 
University of Minnesota Medical School 

Willard M, Allen, M.D., St. Louis, Professor of Obstetrics and Gynec- 
ology, Washington University School of Medicine 
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The program of the general session, April 25, included: 
The Centenary of the Iowa State Medical Society 
Walter L. Bierring, M.D., Des Moines 
The Road of No Return 
Marjorie Shearon, Ph.D., Legislative Analyst, Washington, D. C. 
Try to be That Person Yourself Leonard E. Read 
President, Foundation for Economie Education, New York 
The following members presented papers at the general sessions: Horace 
M. Korns, M..D., Iowa City; Bernard C. Barnes, M.D., Des Moines; Jacques 
C. Gottlieb, M.D., Iowa City. 
The Section Chairmen were: 
Medicine—Leslie W. Swanson, M.D., Mason City 
Surgery—Clifford W. Losh, M.D., Des Moines 
Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat—Dean M. Lierle, M.D., Iowa City 
Obstetrics—Walter J. Balzer, M.D., Davenport 
Orthopedics—Robert M. Wray, M.D. Cedar Rapids 
Orthopedics—Morgan J. Foster, M.D., Cedar Rapids 
The House of Delegates in session approved the appointment of Dr. Samuel 
D, Bernard as General Manager. The following officers were elected for 
the ensuing vear: 
President-Elect—Donald C. Conzett, Dubuque 
First Vice-president—George H. Scanlan, Iowa City, Iowa 
Second Vice-president—Bush Houston, Nevada 
Trustee—Lonnie A. Coffin, Farmington 
Delegates to the A.M.A.: George Braunlich, Davenport; Julian E. Me- 
Farland, Ames; Alternates: Frank G. Ober, Burlington; Ernest M. Kersten, 
Fort Dodge. 
The Centennial Banquet was held at the Hotel Burlington, Tuesday, April 
25, 1950, with President Alcock as presiding officer. 
Dr. Franklin D. Murphy, Dean, University of Kansas Medical School, 
presented a stimulating address on ‘‘A Program of Providing Medical 
Care for Rural Areas.’’ 


On the Banquet program was printed the following tribute to 
THE IOWA DOCTOR 


As frontiersman and pioneer, the Iowa doctor helped to blaze new trails 
and make history in this great prairie state. 

He brought strength, courage and character to each new settlement, and 
by sacrifice and endurance became resourceful! and self-reliant to meet 
every emergency. 

As one of twenty-five medical pioneers, he helped to form the Iowa State 
Medical Society in this city of Burlington one hundred years ago—the be- 
ginning of professional organization and a new era in lowa medicine. 

In that memorable year, medical education, too, had its beginning, and 
the first medical journal was published west of the Mississippi—each enter- 
prise coming, within the century, to its present high estate. 

His is a story of romance from the days of the saddlebags to that of the 
richly endowed modern physician; an envolution in medical practice by 
horseback, horse and buggy, the automobile and the airplane, 

Grown to stature and leadership in all fields of medical service, the Iowa 
doctor has met every challenge in a changing social order. Inspired by the 
rich heritage of the past, he looks ahead with new zeal, faith and high 


purpose. 
Walter L. Bierring 
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